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TRY SAVE THE DRAMA 


LEADERSHIP 
AMONG SURE-SEAT CIRCUITS 


” Picture Idea Expanding—25 Sure-Seaters Pro- 
posed in 25 Key Cities—New England Has One 
Circuit—May Book Foreign Film Product Direct 


A three-cornered battle for lead- 
ership in the “art” picture house 
field looms up with the report that 
two new groups of houses, to be 
located in Key cities throughout the 
country, are now being financed. 

One of the new art or sure-seat 
circuits, sometimes referred to as 
Ufa’s last stand, is to include 26 
houses in residential sections of the 
25 largest cities. 

Opposition to Mike Mindlin, di- 
rector of the Fifth Avenue Play- 
house group, will not be in theatre 
construction but in film buying. 
Shortage of suitable pictures for the 
sure-seat theatres is the big prob- 


(Continued on page 43) 


TAKE 
CUT 
SALARY 


Booze Biz of Speaks Shot 
—Bootleggers Playing 
No Favs 


With business away off in speak- 
@asies bartenders have been com- 
Pelled to take a 33 1-3 chop in 
Salary or else. 

Bartenders had previously been 
Scaled at $75 weekly, with many 
replenishing the weekly gross by 
tips. With conditions bad and the 

(Continued on page 41) 


Card Parties and Chop Suey 


Chink joints along Broadway are 
Betting wise to all the gags. On 
nights when business is ordinarily 
slow they are selling women’s clubs 
On the card party idea. 

One of the first to pull this was 
80 het up over a crowd of bridge 
females from Brooklyn that a couple 
of their “Oxforé graduates” forgot 
the usual courtesies to steady cus- 
tomers. No brawls occurred, but its 
Partiality hereafter to card players 


» May nip into the regular trade. 


HERBERT SCHLOSS WAS 
ENTITLED TO “RAIN” 


A suit concerning “Rain,” pend- 
ing four years, was decided last 
week in favor of Herbert Schloss 
against John D. Williams. Schloss, 
professionally known as Herbert 
Castle, has ambitions in the pro- 
duction field and would have landed 
a winner on the first try, it was in- 
dicated from the suit, had not Wil- 
liams repudiated a verbal contract 
with Castle to be partners in the 
presentation of “Rain.” 

Instead, Williams turned the play 
over to Sam H. Harris, although 
Williams retained a 25 per cent in- 
terest. 

The action is something of an 
oddity in theatrical procedure be~ 
cause Castle did not seek damages. 
Through his attorney, Milton Cohn, 
he contended there was a moral 
obligation on Williams’ part. The 
court upheld the contention, but 
since specific remuneration was not 
asked, the verdict resulted in a 
judgment of six cents against Wil- 
liams. 

Castle was concerned with the 
production of “The First 50 Years,” 
presented at the Princess several 
years ago. He is at present organ- 
izing a group of art theatres. 


Homeless Beauty Contests 


Far Rockaway, L. I., is following 
Atlantic City, N. J., in banning its 
annual beauty contest this year. 

Action on the matter was taken at 
a meeting of the Rockaway Cham- 
ber of Commerce last week, 


Mollie O’Day Must Lose 
20 Pounds—Or Else 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Mollie O'Day must do something 
to lose 20 pounds or, as far as First 
National is concerned, her screen 
career is over. 

Miss O'Day was cast for the 
femme lead in “Little Boss of Ar- 
cady,” but on the day before pro- 
duction was to begin, studio of- 
ficials gave her the once over and 
decided that her weight would count 
against her. Loretta Young got the 
role, 


+- 


MEETING 
MANAGERS 


Equity Behind Movement— 
Wants All Dramatic 
Commercial Managements 
Represented in One Or- 
ganization—Fe- Exploita- 
tion, Promotion and Pro- 
tection—Attempt to Bring 
Back “the Road’ In- 
cluded 


FUTURE NOT ROSY 


What is hoped te be the most 
important movement for the wel- 
fare of the legitimate stage will be 
inaugurated at a meeting of man- 
agers, actors (Equity) and authors 
on Friday afternoon at the Hotel 
Astor. Equity officers have been 
working on the plan to bring the 
three cardinal stage factors to- 
gether for the past six months. 

Realization that the legit theatre 
has reached a climax where it can- 
not go forward without organiza- 
tion prompted the latest efforts in 
that direction. 

It will be proposed that there be 
a new managerial association rep- 
resentative of the entire dramatic 


field. That will not necessarily 
eliminate the Managers’ Protective 
Association, which is bound to 


Equity by the basic minimum con- 
tract, which warded off an actors’ 
strike in 1924. There are important 
matters, legislative and otherwise, 
which require a solid managerial 
front. 

In outline, the idea in general is 
to form a permanent advisory 

(Continued on page 43) 


Hagen’s Former Caddy 
Fixing His Scenario 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Wellyn Totman, former personal 
golf caddy to Walter Hagen, is now 
writing continuity for “Green Grass 
Widows,” to be used as Hagen’s 
first for Tiffany-Stahl. 

Totman has been on the Coast 
for more than two years and re- 
ceived his screen-writing experi- 
ence at M-G. 


Prevailing Question 


Mind readers now in vaude 
are getting a steady avalanche 
of questions from audiences, 
by individuals asking “when 
am I going to get a job?” 


FOR LADIES RADIO 
BROADCAST FROM HOLLYWOOD? 


Reports Say That Broadcasting Studio Locked Dur- 
ing Thursday Night’s Hour, Due to Professional 
Singer Doing the Del Rio Song 


What Paddock Must 
Do to Play in Detroit 


Detroit, April 3. 

Jake Wilke, handling Charlie 
Paddock, notified C. H. Miles’ 
Oriental theatre that the “world's 
fastest human” and his new pic- 
ture are available on a percentage 
basis. 

Joe Lee, Miles’ imported press 
agent, was commissioned to an- 
swer the communication and he did 
—collect—as follows: 


“Will play Paddock one week on 
percentage if he will run from New 
York to the Oriental theatre, ac- 
companied by Bebe Daniels, whom 
he must bust in the nose at the 
finish sa@*I can hit page one. 


“These are our only terms.” 


Lady Dukes in Ballet 


When the Gavrilov Ballet opens 
at the Gallo theatre, New York, 
April 9, it wili have Lady Dukes, 
gran@faughter of the late William 
K. Vanderbilt, as one of its dancers. 

Lady Dukes 1s the wife of Sir 
Paul Dukes, who has written some 
of the music for the ballet. Sir 
Paul will act as guest conductor 
when his music is being played by 
the symphonic orchestra of 19 
pieces engaged for the Gallo pre- 
sentment. The regular orchestral 
director will be Eugene Fuerst. 

The ballet goes in the Gallo for 
a six weeks’ engagement. James 
Pendleton and Emily Oppa were 
engaged as specialty dancers. 


Cutting Out Dogs’ Bark 


Seattle, April 3. 

Local humane society is excited 
because Mra. B. Warner, of the 
Blackstone hotel here, contemplates 
an operation on her Pomeranian 
dog to remove the dog’s bark, vocal 
cords to be partially cut out. 

The doggie bas a loud, shrill 
bark that had proved annoying. 
Some dog doctors say the operation 
is quite frequently performed but 
that im a few cases the dog that 


lowes ita bark goes mad. 


Reports in New York that the 
broadcasting chamber in Holly- 
wood was locked during the Dodge 
Radio Hour Thursday, were fol- 
lowed by others to the effect that 
doubles acted for Dolores Del Rio 
and Norma Talmadge. 

Del xtio’s “Ramona” song is said 
to have been sung by a profes- 
sional. Another pro assumed the 
clothes talk accredited to Talmadge, 
it is said. Miss Talmadge is notort- 
ously speechless at public events 
and the report of a double for her 
is accepted by the picture people. 

With United Artists stars on the 

(Continued on page 2) 


GREAT HOPES ON 
TELEVISION BY 
SHOWMEN 


Previews Being Held— 
Big Concerns Interested 
in New Device 


Showmen heading various picture 
and vaudeville combinations have 
been attending private showings of 
Television (sight and sound) upon 
invitations from the manufacturing 
concerns with whom they are con- 
nected. 

Within the past few weeks, it is 
reported, several private previews 
have been held with the showmen 
there immensely impressed with the 
possibilities of the new device. Its 
appearance on the market is 
indefinite at present. 

Television, according to one of 


(Continued on page 38) 
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By Eric H. Gorrick 


By Hannen Swaffer 


Jimmy Elkins and orchestra om 
stage. 


London, March 23. 
I am rather amused at the lukewarm criticisms in most of the daily 
papers on “Lumber Love.” I know few of the critics were there at the 

end. I know it was very late, and that they had gone back to scribble. 
} Yet it is strange to realize, reading the week-kneed stuff they write, 
4 that at 10 minutes to 12, there happened in the Lyceum theatre the most 
' tumultuous reception that any play had ever received in England at that 


Sydney, Feb. 18. 
Severe tropical heat responsible 
for a falling off at the box-office of 
many theatres. It has been but 
slight as the average Australian 
will always seek indoor entertain- 


ment, 
“The Girl Friend” has clicked 


MELBOURNE 
“The Student Prince” in 16th 
week at His Majesty’s. W. T. mane 
agement. 
“A Cuckoo in the Nest” will finish 


hour of the night-—that is within my memory. 
Normally, Lyceum audiences go home and catch their tramcars when 


the show runs on after 11. I should 


vacant at the end and only a few circle seats. 


think there were about 20 or 30 stalls 
Otherwise, the whole 


house-——and it holds 3,400 people—joined in the enthusiasm which brought 


“Lumber Love” to an end. 
I was very critical. After all, it 


was my child and it did not satisfy 


me, as it should have done, because I know what a show ean be. But 
the audience did not see those faults. 


Nothing Can Stop the Boom 
“Lumber Love,” which is the best show put on the Lyceum stage for 
many years, has justified in every way my faith in its possibilities. 


Nothing can stop its success, 


The boom in British musical plays has 


Tense moment in recent dramatic 


Final smash came when backer 


here and looks like running up a 
nice score for Williamson-Tait. 
Annie Croft is the bright individual] 
in this attraction. ‘ 


Leon Gordon appears to have a 
dramatic hit with “The Trial of 
Mary Dugan,” at the Royal. Pro- 
duced here similarly to the New 
York production, Curtain remains 
up throughout with special editions 
of a paper gotten out by the pub- 
licity department, distributed 
among the audience. A “plant” 
gives the verdict from the audi- 
torium much to the delight of the 


at King’s after but a fair run. 
“Thark” follows for W. T. 

Maurice Moscovitch doing nicely 
with “The Terror” at the Royal for 
W. T. Mystery plays still have 
strong appeal in this city. 

Stuart O’Brien, independent pros 
ducer, presenting “Spooks” at the 
Palace by arrangement with the 
Fullers. 

Tivoli has Ann Suter, Tom Kat. 
and band, Hector St. Clair, Four 
Phillips, Snell and Vernon, Clifford 
and Shand, Lorna, Lance and Les- 
lie, and Syd. Burchell. 

Fullers playing tab revue at Ble 
jou, with Stiffy and Mo featured. 


started. 
The antagonism of other critics, the vested interests of which the the- court procedure is en- 
atre is made, the dying craze for jazz—all those things are as nothing. Semaven. ' ' tirely different to that prevailing in Pictures 
' this country, which, of course, is} Paramount picture, “A Romance 
When “Empire” Falls Down HARRY ROSE under British rule. But, thanks to/of the Wilds,” at the Athenaeum 
I am very interested to see, by the way, that in the “Weekly Dispatch,” | American pictures, we folk out ae twice daily, under Carroll manage- 
the young man who imitates me to boiling point, went out of his way |. le Sul “Dugan” ts Juan” appears to h 


Dispatch” is the Hon. Esmond Harmsworth, M. P., son of Lord Rother- 
mere, the Member for Thanet, a drum-hanger for Empire (on paper), 


the real inheritor of the “Blood-is-thicker-than-water” stuff. 


How Mr. 


Harmsworth can reconcile an Imperial policy (on paper) with the failure 


Oriental, Chicago, Now 


IN PARIS 


staged by W. T., with a very good 
east including, Gwyneth Graham, 
Frederick West, Iris West, Bran- 
don Peters, B. N. Lewin and Mr. 


run. 
“The Volga Boatman” three times 
daily at Capitol to splendid business, 

Majestic screening “Underworld” 


to support British art interests. Gordon. and “Wild Beauty.” 
Paramount presenting “Figures 
By ED. G. KENDREW Boucicault-Vanbrugh Don’t Lie.” 


1 Must Go to Parliament 
If this sort of thing continues, I shall have to go down to the Island 
of ‘Thanet, which is in my own native county of Kent, and oppose Mr. 
Harmsworth, After all, Iam a much better speaker than he is. Besides, 
he was supported by Horatio Bottomley when he first came out as a 
ecand:date, whereas Bottomley is now suing me for libel. 


I think I could tell the electors of 


Thanet something about how utterly 


impractical Imperialist M. P.’s are, when it comes to grave questions 


of art and public policy. 


I hope Mr. Gordon Beckles, the “Weekly Dispatch” critic, will go down 


Nearly a Knighthood P 
Herman Finck, who is the best known natural humorist eonnected 


with the London stage, had a great joke the other day. 


There was a 


Royal performance of “London Pride’ at Drury Lane, where Herman 


conducts. As, 


at a previous Royal performance in 1916, the King 


knighted Sir Frank Benson suddenly—so suddenly that they had to send 


for a property sword—Herman had 


his room full of property swords of 


all shapes and sizes in case the King sent for George Grossmith, who 


was in the show. 


“London Pride” is by Neil Lyons, who is a playwright of Socialistic 


proclivities. 


“Won't the King knight anybody today?” said Herman, when they 


all came in, one after the other, and saw the swords. 


Lyons.” 


“I know, Kneil 


Nearly a Full House 
The King and Queen of England took the King and Queen of Afghanis- 


Paris, March 22. 
Friends of the late Isadora Dun- 
can are arranging to hold a week’s 
— in memory of the dancer in 
une. 


Rehearsals are being pushed at 
the Moulin Rouge for the new revue 
to be ready early in April. Jacques 
Charles and Ear! Leslie are the pro- 
ducers. Mistinguett is the star of 


Sparlaro, Patricia Storm, Carjol, 
Dandy, Rowe Sisters, Boyer Sisters, 
Thilbert, Yvonne Legeay and the 
Poggi Duo. Jose Padilla will intro- 
duce a new song, “Parisette,” on the 
lines of his “Valencia,” created at 
the Moulin Rouge in a former show. 


Immediately after the first night 
in London C. F. Wyn bought the 
French rights of “Trial of Mary Du- 
gan,” which will be played here in 
the fall with Jane Marnac in the 
title role. Al Woods, with Irvin 
Marks, arranged for the French pro- 
duction. 


Dion Boucicault and Irene Van- 
brugh are once again delighting us 
with English plays. At present they 
are in a rather weak piece under 
the title of “All the King’s Horses” 
at the Criterion. W. T. direction. 
Quite probable that the English 
stars are appearing here on a sal- 
ary and percentage basis, 

Mr. Boucicault, a very artistic 
producer, has brought out every 


Playfair, Annie Sakker, Peggy Car- 
ter and Hugh Williams. 


Fullers are reviving “Mercenary 
Mary” at the St. James with Elsie 
Prince and Jimmy Godden. Put on 
to fill until the opening of the 
Grand Opera season at this house. 
“Mary” will probably do fair busi- 
ness for its few weeks. 


Muriel Starr will withdraw “The 
Eternal Magdaene.” It has. not 
caught on too well at the Palace, 
and will follow with “The Goldfish.” 


“Take the Air” 


Hoyt’s featuring for week, “The 
Magic Flame” and “Adam and Evil.” 


News From All States 

Ann Suter (American) is one of 
biggest single successes yet scored 
at Melbourne Tivoli. Miss Suter: 
will appear in Sydney this week for 
several weeks’ stay. 

Max, Moritz and Akka, monkey 
act, pulling tremendous business in 
New Zealand where the monks are 


and speak for Mr. Harmsworth. Then they would both need help. 
the show, to be entitled “Paria qui | Possible bright snot in, the English | having tor 
Tourne,” surrounded by Earl Leslie, | yeKinnel, Ronald Ward, Marjorie | Williamson-Tait will present two 


shows early this year for the first 
time here: “The Desert Song,’ 
and “Queen High.” 

The Gatinos, dancers, have been 
successful In Perth, Western Aus- 
tralia, for Clifford's theatres, by ar- 
rangement with W. T. Act will 
leave for America at an early date, 


Fullers may erect a new theatre 
in Adelaide. New house would be 
used for the firm’s musical attrac- 
tions, 


Because Mussolini has command. 
ed that several principals engaged 
for the Williamson-Tait-Melba 
Opera season appear in the new 


tan to “The Desert Song” at Drury Lane, the other night. The chief| Rich Hayes, comic juggler, is listed “The Film Girl” will finish in @/meatro Reale in Rome, the season 
gunman of Afghan was there, in a uniform. His job was to stand as | for the Empire next July. few weeks after a good run at sr in Australia has been postponed 
near to his King as he could, in case the Lord Mayor of London or some- Empire. Followed by ae from March until May. Season will 
body shot him. Wife of Adolpf Dehn, American | N@ylor_ production —. Ja open in Melbourne with Tot! dal 
’ the Air” (American). Bobby Jar- Monte as the principal attraction. 


It was very funny to watch him 
day. 
Jocking warily for assassination. 


at the Guildhall banquet the other 


Afghan’s gunman had his eye on all sorts of respectable people, 


Meanwhile, the King and Queen of Afghanistan, who cannot speak a 
word of any langelage except their own, sat bored. The King drank his 


own health at the wrong moment. 
him of any kind. Lucky King! 


What they thought of “The Desert Song,’ Heaven only knows. 


No one could say one syllable to 


I am 


sure they would rather have looked at Jake Shubert. 


wuiting in a snowstorm in a queue 


to go in, two hours later! When I 


designer residing in Paris, made her 

stage debut as a dancer, at the Pal- 

ace, in connection with Jack Hyl- 

arc band. Orchestra has clicked 
ere, 


Emmy Magiliani with her part- 
ner, T. Kennedy, has been dancing 
this month at the Casino, Cannes. 


vis may stay here and appear in 
the new show. Maurice Diamond 
will arrive from America shortly to 
stage the dances. 


“Up in Mabel’s Room” is at the 
Opera House under the manage- 
ment of Frank Neil, 


Pictures 


nice reception. 


Fullers will open their opera seae 
son in Sydney next month, 

W. T. will also introduce Beeno 
Moisiwitch, pianist, in a series of 
concerts at the City Hall at an 
early date. The pianist is coming 
here after a tour of the East. 


No Night Dog Racing 
Motor racing is hurting theatri- 


Albert Carson has uit the “The Scarlet Letter” current at 

Hats Off to Charlie Paris theatrical agency known as|Prince Edward. Booked in by Hal ae kee cence a ae oie 
As I have no time this week to write to Charlie Chaplin, I want to| the Transatlantic Theatre Bureau, | Carleton Bes — are petite racing at nights. The Speedway, 
i tell him, in Variety, that “The Circus” is the best entertainment I have | @94@ recently as Variety Limited, | weeks. nae Breeton apie where the races are held, is draw- 
i seen of any kind since “The Gold Rush.” with which he was connected with |has returned to the organ and fs ing enormous crowds Saturday 
| tly a Billy Arnold,’ and is opening an |rather a draw. High class prolog nights. For years that hae been 
1en > e st performance, "ess thts. year: ag 
I ormance, smartly dressed people were | office on his own. staged by Albert Cazabon met with regarded by the managers as the 


big night for theatrical business, 


know that Chaplin took the oldest story in the world and one of the at ” 
; i he Bat” is being translated into 
most commonly used settings on the films, and then made it a perfect French, and will be offered under Prince Edward — have big 4 Charles Stanton, carnival pro- 
“Chauve-Souris” | Position in a month or so when! ote, was sentenced to three 


show, I am taking off my hat to the greatest personality in the whole 


world of entertainment. 


The next afternoon, I met Ralph D. Blumenfeld, editor of the “Dally 


Express,’ my chief and colleague. 
“What did you think of it?” I 
Circus” on the previous night. 


said, hearing he had been to “The 


“What I saw was worth $250,” he replied. 
Even bored Fleet Street takes off its hat to Charlie. 


the title of the 
(the true meaning of the word). 


Puccini’s unfinished opera “Turan- 
dot” ig to be produced in French 
at the Paris Opera this season, 
after having been heard in nearly 
every other country. 


Hoyt’s Regent and Union Theatres’ 
Capitol opens. So far Prince Ed- 
ward has been the only big movie 
house presenting atmospheric pro- 
ductions on a lavish scale in this 
city. Under Carleton’s management 
the house has become exceedingly 
popular and should keep its own pa- 
trons. 


weeks on information alleging he 
allowed a game of chance, “Copper, 
Silver and Gold,” to be played In a 
public place. Stanton has appealed 
for a retrial. 


William Reed Burned 
William Reed, husband of Eva 
Novak, was severely injured when 
a flare-bomb burst outside a movie 


| RADIO ‘DOUBLES’? 
“Resurrection” will move out of ‘ 
EGYPT terpreter —who can only speak 10 the Crystal Palace this week to make 
1 French. way for Eva Novak's Australian- picture when the anotient hap- 
eadaaaays (Continued from page 1) pened. Cecil Hargraves associated 
. Cairo, March 15. Screen > German made picture is the | with Hollywood-on-Holiday Picture 
f At the Royal Opera House at “Ben-Hur” is the greatest film |air, the secrecy of the chamber was oe Reig rte nape ys at the Piccadilly un-!Corp., and Mick Folkhardt aiso 
highly | production which has been seen on |maintained even to the exclusion dent tit Dancer. badly burned. Dal Clawson, cam- 
| “Pelleas and te Debus Screen of the Gaumont Palace, |from it of U. A. executive:, from is eraman, escaped injury. 
; was a beautiful production, mainiy the story wafted east. A loud speak- Titling is extremely bad, Reed received his 
1 because of its simplicity and that were booked and ter in the gym of the studios was ing fearfully foreign in gesture. 
BS Ge! it comes nearer to modern ideas of ar capacity every night. working with the listeners-in there, ag 1 gpieonrer t’s hands just p 
stage presentation than anything} An orchestra of 14 executed including the newspapermen and|_ Big business this week at the 
ever in Cairo. Brilliancy of the pro- | ™usical accompaniment specially | others barred from the chamber. Haymarket with “Two Arabian 
duction is another matter of admira- |%dapted by M. Petiot, of Paris. Knights” and “Man Crazy.” Big 


tion. 

Since the “Robinne Alexandre” 
company has been on the “Kursaal” 
stage, a crush of people to see the 
presentations, of which “La Paris- 
lenne,” “Britannious” and “L’ Anglais 
tel qu’on le parle” are the most im- 
portant. 

The first play is true to life and 
told with cold and pitiless irony. 
“Britannious” is a classical tragedy 
®y the famous French poet J. Re- 
It was played for the first 


Maestro Naoum Poliakine assumed 
the direction as usual. 


Dance Places 

The Rihani dance hall and theatre 
has never been so fascinating as 
since the Russian star Vaia Schmei- 
evska has appeared on the stage. 
She has directed all the perform- 
ances of the Sherry Girls. She has 
acquired a remarkable standing in 
Cairo as she passed from stage to 
stage with increasing success. 


Following the broadcast Charlie 
Chaplin remarked he nearly died 
while doing it, through mike fright, 
and was much worried as to how 
he had done. 

John Barrymore, from the ac- 
count, did not take the radio thing 
seriously and appeared indifferent 
to it. 

The broadcasting chamber was 
set in the Mary Pickford bungalow 
on the U. A. studio lot. 


Four on stage twice daily. 


Lyceum doing nicely with “Fig- 
ures Don’t Lie,” and “The Romantic 
Age.” Maggie Foster, violiniste, 
stage. 


Empress running three major at- 
tractions in “Two Arabian Knights,” 
“Texas Trail,” and “Man Crazy.” 


Lyric grinding out “Figures Don’t 
Lie” and “Sky High Saunders.” 


for “The Gorilla.” 


“VARIETY” 


Paris Representative 


ED. G. KENDREW 
70 Rue d’Alesia, XIV 


cine. 
time in 1669 and published in 1670. Badia’s Hall, first Oriental place — — — - $<. —_——— 
It is of Roman history under Negro. of attractions, has been drawing ANGLO AMERICAN NEWS STORE Recent 6743. 
arle.’ Mad: BP: a mo p-to-the-Minute Stock o merican Publications, pets 
L’Anglais tel qu’on le parle,” the | tourists. Madame Badia Masabny Change, English, American and Continental Newsdealers. Special 


one-act play by the famous humorist 


the proprietor and manager, is con- 


Distributors for ‘Variety’ and the World’sa Stage and Screen Publications, 


All 
Cc. 2. 


Subscriptions received for all 


the world’s publications delivered of 


home and 


Tristan Bernard, has caused plenty | sidered the queen of dancing and | mailed to any address. 1 Green Street, Leicester Square, London W. ; 
of merriment. It depicts the clamor | melody owing to her marked apti- | & foreign newspapers, periodicals and magazines. Librairie Continentale, 87 Wilton Road (Victoria Station). London 
of travelers in a hotel for the in- |tude. Efranz Hanem dances nightly./9S. W. 1, Telephone Victoria 6600. Willis’ Newsagency, 130b Brompton Road, § W. 1, Telephone Sloane 27% 
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FOREIGN 


VARIETY 3 


“BLONDES” LONDON PLEASES 
BUT DOUBTFUL 


Wallace’s “Flying Squad” Has Good Chance—“Hap- 
py Families” Lightweight Satire—Peggy O’Neil’s 
Temperamental Display 


vr 


London, April 3. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” is a 
doubtful legit entrant at the Prince 
of Wales; a new melodrama, ‘I'he 
Flying Squad,” opened at (tolders 
Green and looks «ood despite first 
night backstage difficulties, ani 
“Happy Families” rates as.an un- 

Mkely prospect at the Q theatre. 
The Anita Loos show was up- 
roariousiy greeted last night by a 


sophisticated audience wholly fa- 
miliar with the plot through having 
read the book and attended the 
week's pre-release showing of this 
Paramount picture at the Plaza. 
For some unaccountable reason not 
one newspaper critic inquired why 
the censor should pass this play and 
without such comment the success 
of the show is extremely doubtful. 

Piece was well played through- 
out. Americans in the audience as- 
serted that Edna Hibbard’s per- 
formance of “Dorothy” was slowed 
down 50 per cent. for fear the house 
would miss her slang repartee, . 

Peggy O'Neil Appeared 

Opening of Edgar Wallace's “Fly- 
ing Squad” revolved around Peggy 
O’Neil, starred, mainly because 
there was a two-minute stage wait 
before she appeared. Investigation 
developed that she had announced 
her intention of not going on at all. 
Regardless of the delay, the end 
of the show brought 15 curtain calls 
speeches and it looks like a big 
success despite its numerous de- 
ficiencies. Plot revolves around 
drug smuggling into England with 
the star the chief smuggler. 

No apparent reason was given by 
efther the author or management for 
Miss O'Neil's action last night. Be- 
Hef is she had a temperamental out- 
burst and there’s a strong chance 
that she will not remain with the 
show very long. 

“Happy Families” is a satire on 
modern society life. It made little 
impression at the Q and there’s an 
extreme doubt if the attraction will 
wet any where. 


Edgar Wallace’s Wife 


Managing His Theatre 


London, April 3. 

Edgar Wallace, who took over 
Robert Loraine’s sublease of the 
Apollo, will continue his hold on 
the house until next autumn. 

Wallace has installed his wife as 
manager and has two more plays 
teady for production at the theatre. 


“The Bat” in French 


Paris, April 3. 

A French version of “The Bat” 
was successfully produced at Lyons 
with Pierre Magnier, who was with 
Sarah Bernhardt on her last Amer- 
ican tour, playing the principal 
role. 

Lincoln Wagenhals was present 
at the Lyons premiere and let it 
be known that he will do the piece 
tn Paris next fall. 


Burke-Parker for Alil-Amer. 


London, April 3. 

Burke and Parker are listed to 
epen at the Chiswick Empire 
July 15. 

The act will also be included on 
the Ail-American bill at the Vic- 
toria Palace (vaude) the following 
weck. 


Larry Semon in England 
London, Aprii 3. 


Larry Sermon, screen comic, has 
been booked for personal appear- 
ances in ihe picture houses here 
by Harry Foster. 

Semon is d‘e to open at Bir- 
Mingham in May. 

Dollie-Billie to Milan 
Paris, April 3. 

Doliic and Billie have postponed 
their tour of Spain for the present 
and instead will go to the Mden in 
Milan, under management of 
Robaldi. They will leave probably 
April 17 when the Moulin Rouge 
revue (tcrminates, 


Acts New to London; 
Bert Gilbert’s Slide 


London, April 3. 
Isa Kremer, in English, German, 
French and Italian folk songs, 
proved to the liking of the high- 
brow attendance at the Coliseum 
(vaudeville) yesterday. 


Mort Downey made his debut on 
the same bill, doing five songs to his 
own piano accompaniment and the 
satisfaction of the assembly. Dow- 
ney is doubling into the Cafe An- 
glais, where he remains eight weeks. 

Bert Gilbert was moved all over 
the Alhambra (vaudeville) schedule 
on his initial local showing. He 
was originally placed ninth, then 
moved to No. 4 for the supper ses- 
sion, and on the last night per’orm- 
ance opened the show. In all these 
positions he passed unnoticed. 

Myrio, Desha and Barte, breaking 
into vaude here for the first time, 
are also at the Alhambra, and scored 
with their adagio work despite the 
unsuitability of the house for this 
type of act. 

Return of the Yacht Club Boys and 
Teddy Brown’s band bruoght a ca- 
pacity attendance to the Cafe de 
Paris. The act now numbers five, 
including Chick Endor, Billy Mann, 
Tommy Purcell, Pete Murphy and 
Eddie Ward. They were rapturous- 
ly received. 

At the Kit Cat, Wanders and Mil- 
liss scored heavily, but are only in 
for a week, as the team has out-of- 
town engagements. 


2d Dennis Eadie Flop 


London, April 3. 

“Mr. Priestley’s Night Out,” 
alleged farce by one of “Punch’s” 
(magazine) comic writers, showed 
itself to be about as funny as trench 
warfare. It closed Saturday after 
five nights. 

This is the second flop for Dennis 
Eadie within a fortnight at the 
Royalty. 

“Unknown Warrior” moves over 
from Wyndhams to replace, 


“APRON STRINGS” PLAYED 
London, April 3. 

“Apron Strings,” at the Strand 
Sunday for one performance by the 
Venturers Society, is a good drama 
splendidly constructed with an un- 
derlying sinister comedy theme. 

Commercially it’s improbable, but 
Charlie Whitaker, film man, wrote 


BECK LIKES SAHARA 
Paris, April 3. 
Martin Beck and Mrs. Beck are 
back in Paris after a jaunt through 
the Sahara. desert. The former 
American manager declares the des- 
ert towns are safer than Broadway. 


PAVILION DOING $20,000 
London, April 3. 
All orchestra stalls for Cochran's 
new Pavilion revue are sold until 
next July. 
Show played to $20,000 last week. 


Cochran-Brady’s Production 
London, April 3. 
“Road to Rome” will be the first 
production C. B. Cochran and Bill 
Brady, Jr., will jointly produce, 
The play is due in here during 
May, with Blythe Daly engaged to 
do it. 


“Spiders’” 2 Weeks More ~ 
London, April 3. 
Run of “The Spider’ has been ex- 
tended two weeks at the Winter 
Garden. 
Show was originally 
closed March 31. 


Sayag After Apollo 
Paris, April 3. 
Sayag is negotiating to take over 
the Apollo, where he proposes to 
stage vaudeville after the American 
manner. 
Pilcer Goes Camera 
Paris, Apri! 3. 
Harry Pilcer has taken an en- 
ragrement to appear in pictures, 


signing with Franco Film Co. 


to have! 


| 


fou 
WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Daily News” 
said: “Will Mahoney is a great 
comic, and with this sawed-off 
gutta percha comedian ‘Take the 
Air’ should have a long flight. Ma- 
honey’s dancing can be compared 
only to the dancing of Will Ma- 
honey, for he is in a class by him- 
self. His sideward tumble across 
the stage is hilarious.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM, 1560 Broadway 


RAQUEL MELLER SHINES 
IN NEW PARIS REVUE 


“Le Luxe de Paris” Well Re- 
ceived at Palace—Other 
New Attractions 


Paris, April 8. 

Raquel Meller is the star and 
the real excuse for the new Palace 
revue, “De Luxe de Paris,” presented 
Saturday and received with acclaim 
as might be expected from its pre- 
liminary advertising. Piece pro- 
duced by Henri Varna and up to 
the scale of elegance usual in this 


establishment conducted by 
Dufrenne. 

Other “ cast names are Gypsy 
Rhoumje, Dalio, Pomies, Drosdoff, 


Daliset, Irvin Sisters (formed here) 

and Lelia Nicokska. All the empha- 

sis, of course, is on Raquel. 
Another Cynical Comedy 

“What Happened Dec. 2” is the 
curious title of an utterly cynical 
comedy by Bernard Zimmer, given at 
the Comedie des Champs Elysets 
late last week. A provincial magis- 
trate, believing that his son has 
seduced a maid servant in the home 
during the absence of his parents 
on Dec. 2, sends the youth, Charles, 
to repent in the attic. 

During his punishment the boy's 
girl friends raise a great ado in his 
behalf and flutter around him in ap- 
parent sympathy. But when it is 
demonstrated that the seduction 
charge was entirely false, they lose 
interest in him and abandon him. 
In the cast are Jouvet, Marcel 
Simon, Louis Allibert, Romain Bou- 
quet, Martha Mellot and Lucienne 
Bogaert. 

More Strange Titles 

Another newcomer with a strange 
title is “a Chienne aux yeux de 
Femme” (“Pup with a Woman's 
Eyes"), which succeeds “The Last 
of Mrs. Cheney” at the fashionable 
little Theatre Daunou, where it had 
a rather favorable reception. 

A demimondaine of some elegance 
with a rich protector, who is a sar- 
dine packer and with also a giglio 
of her own, meets a sentimental 
young architect. The romantic 
young man engages in a flirtation 
and is heart broken when he learns 
the girl’s character. However, he 
refuses to associate with her while 
she keeps up her affairs with the 
other two men. So he departs sadly 
and tries to forget, but is constant- 
ly reminded of the woman's pet dog, 
whence the title 

Piece ts by Ivan Noe and leads 
are played by Jane Benouarut, lessee 
of the house, and Fresney, late of 
the Comedie Francalse. 

On the same bill is a sketch by 


| Henri Duvernois called “Devant la 


Porte” (“Before the Door’), which 
consists of conversation between a 
husband and a lover tn a hospital 


| waiting room while the woman in 
| whom they are concerned is on the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


operating table. Husband is recon- 
ciled to the situation while the 
woman's life hangs in the balance, 
but the old enmity breaks out the 
minute a nurse announces that the 
patient will lve, 


“DECLASSEE” WITHHELD 


Zoe Akins Declined Tallulah Bank- 
head’s Offer to Produce 


Taking exception to Hannen 
Swaffer's report published March 
28 in Variety that Tallulah Bank- 


head decided to forezo producing 
Zoe Akins’ “Declassee” in London 
because it “was old fashioned,’ Miss 
Akins submits the autographed let- 
ter of Miss BRankhead’s manager 
asking for rights of the play, in 
connection with this statement: 
New York, March 29, 

Editor Variety: 

One expects Inaccuracies§ in 
other papers, but not in “Variety.” 
“Variety” really has a conscience. 

So I am enclosing a letter 
(from Miss Bankhead's manager), 
which may set you Straight about 
@ rather serious statement, at 
once untrue and damaging to a 
Play which still remains q good 
theatrical property, as _ Alice 
Kauser, my agent, can testify. 

She and I agreed with Miss 
Bankhead's management that it 
was inadvisable to produce “De- 
classee,” for her, and my answer 
wag “no.” 

Zoe Akins, 


(“Declassee,” Miss Akins added, 
has never been shown in London 
and has not been released gen- 
erally for stock in the U. S., ex- 
cept as playing rights were 
granted on individual applica- 
tion.) 


Ballet Evicts Films 


aris, April 3. 

Pictures have been replaced at 
the Champs Elysees by a season of 
Russian ballets under the auspices 
of Mitchell. New attraction started 
last Saturday. 

Interruption of pictures is tempo- 
rary and showings will be given 
Sundays and as a Good Friday 
special “King of Kings” will be of- 
fered. Nemchinova and Anton 
Dolin are stars of the ballet. 


Viennese Going Home 
i Los Angeles, April 3. 
Marietta Millner, under contract 
to Paramount for the past year and 
who it was expected would be fea- 
tured in one of their productions, 
did not come through as expected. 
She contemplates returning to 
Vienna from whence she came. 


Two Playwrights Die 
London, April 3. 

Two playwrights have died here 
within the past week. 

Keble Howard, 54, author and 
playwright, succtimbed March 29, 
and R. C. Carton, 74, actor and 
playwright, died April 1. 


London Theatre Parking 


London, April 3. 
A large garage is to be erected on 
a site within a stone’s throw of 
Piccadilly Circus, for the use of 
theatregoers. The building’ will 
hold 1,000 cars, and will have bath- 
rooms, dressing rooms, repair shop, 
petrol station and chauffeur’s can- 
teen, and will cost about $650,000. 
A north country syndicate is 
financing the scheme, which will in- 
clude three others on a smaller 
scale, all in theatreland. 


Buchanan Show Not Moving 
London, April 3. 
Although announced to go to the 
Carlton, it has been decided that 
Jack 3uchanan's show will not 
move to that house, following the 
five weeks run of “Wings,” the pic- 
ture there. 


Moscow Group in London 
London, April 3. 
Moscow Art troupe starts a 
month's season at the Garrick this 
Saturday, April 7, with a personnel 
of 32 players. 


SAILINGS 


Apri] 28 (New York to Hamburg) 


(De Grasse). 

April 12 (London to New York) 
Joseph Greenwald (Geo. Washing- 
ton). 

April 3 (London to New York) 


Paul Moss (Leviathan). 


Mr. and Mrs. M. I. Malevinsky 
(New York). 

April 21 (New York to London) 
Sophie Tucker, Ted Shapiro (Levia- | 
than). 

April 11 (New York to Paris) 
Fred C. Buck, Bernard A. McDevitt 


SONNY CLAY DEPORTED 
FROM AUSTRALIA 


First All-Colored Band Over 
There, Leaving It Bad for 
Ail Colored Artists 


San Franciseo, April 8. 
Word has been received here from 
Australia telling of the immediate 


deportation of Sonny Clay and his 
Plantation orchestra (colored band) 
because of alleged looseness of 
morals, The band boys are return- 
ing on the “Sierra.” 

They opened in January, the first 
all-colored band ever booked for 
the Antipodes. Several other col- 
ored acts were included in the unit 
and it is believed they, also, are in- 
cluded in the deportation edict. 

Close observers of Australian 
conditions predict this the end, for 
some time at least, of colored acts 
in that country. 


It was reported in Variety last 
week by cable from Sydney that 
colored musicians in the Sonny 
Clay orchestara were caught in an 
orgy with white women in Mel- 
bourne, with the Tivoli Theatres 
circuit at once cancelling the band's 
contract. That the story was 
cabled to Variety by its ce rre- 
spondent indicated a national scan- 
dal over the affair. 

Names of acts in the Sonny Clay 
unit were and purposely 
omitted from the added data on the 
Clay escapade, to protect innocent 
members. It is unlikely any of the 
colored artists with the unit were 
involved. The cable specifically 
named “colored musicians.” 


TAYLOR AND GERSHWIN 
WRITING IN PARIS 


Paris, April 2. 

Deems Taylor is working here on 
a new opera which he hopes to 
finish within a year. Several of 
his efforts including “The King’s 
Henchmen” will be given at a local 
theatre within a fortnight. He 
says he received inspiration 
from the themes he has heard in 
Paris. 

George Gershwin attended the 
first Paris rendition of his “Rhap- 
sody in Blue” by a French sym- 
phony orchestra Saturday night 
and expressed himself pleased with 
the Pasadeloup Orchestra. He re- 
ceived an ovation when it was 
learned that he was in the house 
and was called to the stage of the 
Mogador. He is writing a new 
symphony called “An American in 
Paris.” 

In the party are his brother, Ira, 
and his wife, and a sister. 

Gershwin plans to remain ia 
Paris a month and a half. 


Piccadilly Opening April 17 
London, April 3. 
Piccadilly theatre is set to” open 
April 17. 
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New Classes Now Forming 


y \) | 
r 
| 
| 
a | § 
ir 
a 
| 
mn | 
| 
+ 
| 4 
| 
3 
4 
a 
er 
n 
| 
~ 
a 
at ab. 
| 
n | 4 
| a 
e 
| 
a | 
w | | | 4 
yn 
ll 
| 
| | 
o | | 
of | | 
n 
| 
ra | 
8 | 
| 
ea | | | 
he | | 4 
| | 
le | | | 
re } | 
jt 
ty | | | 
} 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | Z 
| 


4 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


SEMI-FINAL FILM CRITICS’ BOX SCORE 
LED JOHANESON, ROB REEL, CARROLL 


Gerhard (“Eve. World”) Real N. Y. Leader at .683 
on 101 Reviews—Similar Status for Louella Par- 
sons in L. A., .803—Few Changes in Chicago 
Rating — Cohen-Martin Tied at .659 — Watts 


Tumbles to 8th—Regina Cannon 


(“Mirror’’) 


Most Reviews, 169—Irene Thirer (“News”) Tops 
. * No Opinions, 29—Variety Leads Trade Papers 


Variety’s semi-final box score on 


picture critics finds the entire group 
of Los Angeles dailies with excep- 
tionally high percentages. Their 
lowest individual percentage of .752 
is higher, with one exception, than 


the highest in Chicago or New 
York, 
The figures tend to indicate a 


supposed superiority on the part of 
Los Angeles reviewers. It is con- 
sequently important to stress again 
the factors which operate to make 
Los Angeles percentages high. 

L. A. has the booster spirit, the 
studios are nearby, and the re- 
viewers’ attitude is to overlook al- 
most everything. Nothing but fav- 
erable notices are written and as 
75 percent of all films make money, 
by praising them all, and thereby 
eliminating the hazards of picking 
the winners from the duds, the L. A. 
eritics automatically gain the ad- 
vantage of the law of average. 

New York 

Bland Johaneson, of the “Mirror,” 
leads the New York group with 
794, computed on a basis of 34 pic- 
tures caught. Miss Johaneson 
tered the field late when replacing 
Joseph McElliott, 

Betty Colfax 


(“Graphic”’),. the 
leader on the last rating, slips to 
fitth place, while Richard Watts, 
Jr. (‘Hevald-Tribune”), out in front 


for the first half of the season, is 
eight pegs down the ladder. Jchn 
S. Cohen, Jr. (“Sun”), who has 


been holding the third spot, is now 


tied at .659 with Quinn Martin 
(“World”). George Gerhard (Eve. 
World”), runner-up to Watts and 
Colfax on previous scores, retains 


his hold upon second place and is 
the real leader in lieu of the rela- 
lively few pietures Miss Johaneson 
has caught. 
tegina Cannon 
most prolific reviewer, holds her 


own pretty well. She has caught 
the greatest number of pictures, has | 
most “rights” and the most} 
“wrongs” but defers to Irene Thirer | 
(“News”) and Mordaunt Hall 
(“Times”) in the multiplicity of ‘tno 


the 


opinions,’ 


John kk. Hutehens (“Post”), like 
Miss Johaneson, is included in the 
box score for the first time. The 
“Telegraryv’ sinee Donald Thomp- 


son's departure has had no regular 


movie critic, the assignments being 
divi 1 between Leonard Hall and 
katherine Zimmerman of the dra- 


riment and various mem- 
Mr. Hall 
he in- 


matic dep: 
bers of the editorial staff. 
and Miss Zimmerman may 
cluded in the final score. 
No Opinions 
“No opinions” 
intermittently among the 
mon in Chicago and Los Angeles. 
Comedies the most difficult 
for the reviewers to handle. Espe- 
true of the slapstick 
erude humor the 


Secu 
cially is this 


features whose 


more fastidious critics cannot abide. 
As an instance muy be mentioned 
the habit o Harriett Underhill] 
(‘Herald Tribune’) who when re-| 
viewing a laugh picture almost in- 
variably makes the statenicnt: 
know nothing about comedies.” 
Shorter Reviews 

More conciseness appears to be 

on the increase. Bland Johaneson | 


(*Mirror’) habitually contines a re- 


view to one paragraph. while John 
K. Hutchens and George 
Gerhard (“Eve. World’) are word 
economists. Chief among the ver- 
bose brigade is Mordaunt [fall 
(‘Times’) who expatiaies aid re- 
ports with minuteness, 

In New York 39 pictures have 
been added since ‘“Variety’s” last 
score of Jan. 28. 

Chicago 


The present grouping for the Il- 
linois trading post shows Arthur 
Sheekman (‘Journal’), the town’s 
only male movie reviewer, at the 
bottom. Several minor changes In 
the Chicago ratings. but nothings 


continue to appear | 
Manhaut- | 
tan seribes. This habit is less com- | 


The Custard Pie Champ 
Is “The Terrible Turk” 


Kalla Pasha, known as “The 
Terrible Turk,” an old time 
character actor on the M-G-M 
lots, has received a part in the 
Marion Davies-Will Haines 
picture, “Breaking Into the 
Movies,” because of his ability 
to fall on any part of his anat- 
omy and to stand a heretofore 
unequaled rain of custard pies. 

During the first day’s work 
he was hit with 25 custard pies 
without turning his head. 
Cameramen and directors were 
‘tempted meanwhile to build a 
barricade around themselves. 

The cast also includes Tenen 
Holtz, Delle Henderson, Paul 
Ralli and Polly Moran, 


WRITING STAFFS FOR 
PICTURE HOUSE UNITS 


Picture house presentations next 


season will seek to improve the 
current type of unit shows. Spe- 
cially created, authored and com- 


posed miniature musical comedies 
and revuettes will be the order. 

Picture house circuits are plan- 
ning for the furtherance of these 
glorified tabs, which will have all 
the embellishments and accoutre- 
ments of a full-fledged production. 

The bands are here to stay, as are 
the masters of ceremonies, in the 
opinion of one circuit executive. 
Without the bands there is not the 
necessary flash, he said. When 
asked why a pit orchestra couldn’t 
accompany the revuette or tab 
productions, the exec’s answer was 
that this would be a step backward; 
that the bands are essential for the 
fiash on the stage. 


WEATHER FORECAST 


Washington, April 3. 
Inquiries at Weather Bureau 


the 


gives the following outlook for the 
country east of the Mississippi 
river for the week beginning to- 
morrow (ith). 

Partly cioudy Wednesday over 


middle and northern districts with 
rains in the Ohio Valley and some- 
what colder in northern New York 
and northern New England. 
Thursday there will be quite gen- 


eral rains. Friday fair, followed 
again by rains Saturday or Sun- 
day (8th). 


Cool weather will prevail for the 
most part over northern districts. 


MIZNER’S HEART ATTACK 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Wilson Mizner, now under con 
j tract for Fox, was stricken with a 
severe heart attack last week. Miz- 
|ner’s doctor ordered him to take 
i three-weeks’ rest. 

Mizner leaves for the mountains, 


be secluded from 
communication. 


where he will 
outside 


important and the 
bunched, 

Trade Papers 
Daily” «nd “M. P. 
change positions among the trade 
papers, the “Daily” losing third 
position and 15 points. “Motion Pic- 
tures Today” picked up one “no 
opinion,” the only one acquired by 
a trade paper since the last score. 

“Variety” has jumped i 
centage from .849 to .871 and con- 
tinues to lead the trade paper divi- 
sion, followed by Harrison’s Re- 
ports. The latter, at .743, is a one- 
man average. 


percentages are 


closely 


News" 


pere- 


ROSCOE AILS 


Emulates Grant and Takes 
Richmond 
“NEWS LEADER” said: 


“Roscoe Ails show should be 
called ‘Money’s Worth Week.’ 


comedian swings from scene to 
scene with happy, youthful aban- 
don, his comedy is a riotous scream 
and he unquestionably is the fun- 
niest and greatest dancer ever to 
play the National.” 


Crowds blocked traffic. 


HOLIDAY BALKS PROMPT 
HAYS’ PARIS ACTION 


American Emissary Cannot 
Meet Officials Until April 10 
—Going to Other Countries 


Paris, April 3. 

Will Hays arrived in Paris late 
but was prevented from an imme- 
diate conference with Minister Her- 
absent over the Easter holi- 
days. The conference cannot be 
held until April 10 at the earliest. 

The- American film chief took up 
headquarters at the Hotel Crillon. 
to the reporters he said 
his journey which would take him 
to other countries was designed to 
promote international good will and 


he had highest hopes of being able 
to aid in bringing on an amicable 
settlement of the present trade sit- 
uation in France arising from the 
new regulation of picture imports. 


riott, 


Repiying 


The Irench picture press syndi- 
cate Which was hoiding a general 
meeting Saturday adopted a resolu- 
tion giving expression to a hearty 
welcome to the American cinema 
envey and to the hope that all con- 
troversy would be smoothed out. 

Meanwhile 
shiit 
the 


there is distinct 
in French sentiment toward 
new lilm regulation and the 
trude is turning to the view that 
native picture producers who 
struggled for the system have put 
one over on the politicians. 

High government officials are 
now concerned with the results and 
fireworks may burst out at any 


minute, 


The commission meets tomorrow 
(Wednesdgay) and it is expected that 
the seven-to-one quota will be 
adopted, for fuur American 
Visas, two English and one German 


culling 


| for each I’rench picture disposed of. 


This is the first attempt by a na- 
tion to torce the merchandisiing of 


all j}its own product and other countries 


are reported interested in its out- 
come. Another angie is that other 
aunerican industries have become 
disturbed, and their agents have 
asked the U. S. embassy if it is pos- 
sible that the plan may be applied 
to other articles of internation:i 
commerce besides pictures, 

It is believed that the quota plan 
will not go into actual operation 
until next fall at the earliest. Will 
Hiays has arranged throurh the em- 
wassy for a conference with Ministe: 
-Herriott on Tuesduy when the o:- 
ficial will return from the country. 
In the meantime Hays is talkins al! 
around the subject, emphasizing the 
necessity of tact in producing film: 
for international release. 


— | 
Score as of March 31 
(Based on pictures reviewed since June 4, 1927) 
Key to abbreviations: PC (pictures caught); R (right); W 
(wrong); O (no opinion expressed); Pct. (percentage.) 
NEW YORK 
PC R Ww Pct, 
Bland Johaneson 34 27 7 .794 
George Gerhard (“Eve. World”)...... 101 69 26 6 683 
John Cohen, Jr. (“Sun”). 138 91 35 12 
Guinn Martin (“World”) 60 16 16 .659 
Betty Colfax* (“Graphic”).........++. 118 75 32 11 .636 
Regina Cannon (“American”).....+... 169 105 47 17 621 
John K. Hutchens (“Post”’)........... 28 17 9 2 .607 
Richard Watts, Jr. (“Herald Tribune”) 74 42 30 2 595 
Mordaunt Hall 142 82 38 22 
Harriett Underhill (“Herald Tribune’) 110 63 31 16 573 
(Miss) Alison Smith (‘“‘World’’)....... 23 12 2 9 .522 
Irene Thirer 0406666088 138 68 41 29 .493 
Jeffery Homesdale (“World”) eeosereces 27 13 12 2 481 
* (Julia Showell) 
CHICAGO 
PC R WwW Pct. 
Carol Frink 006000000 110 77 25 8 .700 
Genevieve Harris (“Post’)....ceseeees 100 66 27 7 .666 
88 60 18 10 .658 
Arthur Sheekman (“Journal’)........ 78 61 21 
* (Hazel Kennedy) (t Frances Kurner), 
This 
LOS ANGELES 
PC R w Oo Pct. 
Harrison Carroll (“Herald”).......... 31 28 3 ; .903 
Louella Parsons (“Examiner”)........ 71 57 10 4 808 
“Record” (Combined) 108 83 19 3 
Eleanor Barnes (“News”).ccoccceceree 80 61 16 3 .762 
(Combined). 103 q7 22 3 .754 
“Express” 93 70 16 7 .762 
TRADE PAPERS 
PC R Ww Pct. 
Variety 22 196 28 
Harriaon’s 109 $1 27 1 -743 
“M. P. 120 88 36 6 733 


Ist Nat’l Heads in 
London Split on Quota 


London, April 3. 
Frederick Zelnik, First National’s 
German production head and rep- 
resenting the Defu Company, of 
Berlin, is here for a conference with 
Bruce Johnson and Sam Spring. 
Zelnik is opposed to the Quota 
and Kontingent methods, but the 
F. N. executives here are strongly 
in favor of the British Quota sys- 
tem and are going rapidly ahead 
putting in a permanent British pro- 
duction unit with Harry Ham as 
manager. 


French Film Sources 


Paris, March 29. 

Statistics issued by the Syndicate 
of the French picture industry dis- 
close 617 films were presented to 
the French censor last year, of 
which 388 were American (not in- 
cluding 224 short comic reels), 96 
French, 91 German, 11 Russian, 11 
Italian, 8 British, 7 Swedish, 2 Aus- 
trian, and one each from Spain, 
Brazil and Armenia. 

The total length was 1,263,227 
metres, with the American contin- 
gent reaching over 2,304,400 feet for 
the regular pictures and 354,300 feet 
for the 224 comics, compared with 
673,200 feet French, 556,000 feet 
German, 68,000 feet Italian, 59,450 
feet Russian, 49,600 feet British, 
13,000 feet Swedish. 


“Dawn” English Passed 


London, April 3. 
Middlesex County Council has 
passed “Dawn,” the picture, subject 
to the cutting of the episode in 
which a German soldier is shot. 


London County Council at its 
meeting today .(Tuesday) passed 
the film with the same cut. Also 


on condition that theatres showing 
this picture must apply to. the 
couneil for authority, may not ad- 
mit children under 16 without par- 
ents, and must submit all posters 
for council's approval. 


Dauray Leaves Olcott 


London, April 38. 

Jneques Dauray, who came over 
with Sidney Olcott as his technical 
manager, has broken away and 
jvined British Filmecraft as technical] 
director. 

It’s unlikely that Olcott will direct 
for the British Lion Company. He 
is negotiating for other connections 


here. 


WEMBLEY-NORDISK COMBO 


Plans Call for 18 Pictures a Year— 
$4,375,000 Capital 


Washington, April 3. 

Wembley Film Co., London, has 
combined with Nordisk Films Kom- 
pagni, Denmark, effecting both the 
producing and theatres owned by 
the latter company, says a report 
to the Department of Commerce. 
Danish company takes the name of 
the Wembley organization, although 
slightly modified, as the Wembling 
Picture Corp. 

A share capital of $4,375,000 is 
set up. English company will take 
over 2,700,000. crowns worth of 
shares in the Nordisk Films against 
a payment of $1,100,000. 

Bencard, present managing di- 
rector of the Danish firm, retains 
that post, but also becomes a mem- 
ber of the board of the English 
company, two representatives of 
which will join the board of the 
Danish company. 

Plans call for the production of 
three films yearly at the studio in 
Valby, three to four films in Ber- 


lin and 12 films in Wembley. No 
change will take place in the 
management of two picture 
houses, Paladeteatret and Kinopal- 
ast, owned by Nordisk and the 
largest picture houses in Copen- 
hagen. 


“MOULIN ROUGE” CONTEST 
London, April 3. 
“Moulin Rouge,” the British pic- 
ture, is being held at the Tivol! 
through the aid of a publicity com- 
petition for the best opinion from 
the patrons. There is a $250 prize. 
Harsh newspaper criticisms are 
being advertised as a guide to the 
opposite expression for competi- 
tors. 


5-10 GIRL’S BREAK 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Dorothy Ward, taken.from behind 


a five-and-ten-cent store counter 
to play in Pathe’s “The Godless 
Girl,” has been put under a five- 


year contract by Sam Saxe, Gotham 


Pictures. 


Miss Ward will be _ opposite 
George Jessel 


in “Abie of the 


LASKY AT SPRINGS 


Jesse Lasky will take time off 
next week to visit White Sulphur 
Springs. 

Following he will attena the 


Paramount's sales conventions be- 
fore returning to the coast. 
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PICTURES 


_ VARIETY 


BANKERS AND WASHINGT 


PAUL ASH OPENS 
PARAMOUNT 


Ast Time Out of Loop 
Since ’25—In May 12 


Paul Ash will open at the Para- 
mount, New York, May 12. In tak- 
ing Ash out of Chicago the Publix 
plan is to tour him over the circuit 
following the 12 or 16 weeks he will 
Btay at the Broadway house. 
Brooke Johns follows Ash at the 
‘Oriental, Chicago. 

Johns opens at the Indiana, In- 
dianapolis, April 7 for four weeks 
prior to his Chicago stay, and is 
succeeded at the Missouri, St. Louis, 
by Eddie Pardo, the Interstate Cir- 
cuit’s “Conferencier,” who has been 
at the Majestic, Dallas. Pardo 
Opened in St. Louis last Saturday 
“(March 31). 

This marks the first time Ash has 
professionally been away from Chi- 
cago since he opened at McVicker’s 
in July, 1925, following his long stay 
fn San Francisco at the Granada. 
THe moved~to the Oriental when 
that theatre opened in May, 1926, 
and has been there ever since. The 
latter house shows a weekly average 
of $44,000 since its inaugural, 

Ash comes into New York alone, 
leaving the stage band at the 
Oriental. No definite date in May 
has been set on his Manhattan 
debut pending arrangement and 
@chedule of Publix units around 
‘that time. 


ARMY’S “TALKERS” 


‘Experimenting for Training Pur- 
poses at Fort Benning, Ga. 


Washington, April 3. 

Al is going to test talking pic- 
tyres itor training purposes. Try 

‘out #fill ‘be made at the Infantry 
School, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Deision to make the test follows 
guccessful experiments with motion 
pictures in training. Special films 
are to be made with department of- 
ficials declining to divulge whether 
they are to make them with their 
own equipment or if one of the 
“talk” companies will do the job. 


‘Alice Gentle Lasted 
But One Week in S. F. 


San Francisco, April 3. 

One week was enough for Alice 
Gentle and the rock bottom business 
she played to last week at the Cap- 
itol, together with a feature pic- 
ture. 

Miss Gentle had been booked in 
for the week with an option on 
‘another. 

House is dark again. 


Jacob Fabian Voiceless 


Jacob Fabian, head of the Stan- 
ley-Fabian circuit in New Jersey, 
underwent an operation last week 
that has temporarily left him voice- 
less. 

The operation was the removal of 
his larynx, made necessary through 
growth. 


Langdon Out at F. N. 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Harry Langdon is through with 
First National at the conclusion of 
the picture he is now working on. 
Pathe is making eyes at him. 
Langdon's position with First Na- 
tional has been probationary upon 
his delivering box office pictures. 


$5,000 SALAD 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

It cost Paramount about $5,000 
One day last week because Emil 
Jannings had some lobster salad for 
lunch. Salad got the better of the 
actor and he had to take the day 
off. 

Luther Mendes, making retakes 
on “The Street of Sin,” was com- 
Pelled to dimiss a large squad of 
extras, with Jannings drawing pay 


despite his idle afternoon. 


14 Mos. Old Film Star 


The Stern Bros. have the 
youngest baby star, Mary Mae 
McKeen, 14 months old. 

“Snookums” did not start his 
film career until 18 months of 
age. 

Mary Mae ig just another of 
those blondes, and is “Snook- 
ums’” sister. 

Her first production will be 
a comedy entitled “Buster 
Minds the Baby,” the first of 
a new series of Buster Brown 
pictures. 


Banky-LaRocque Team 


It’s accepted that Sam Goldwyn 
will team up his present star, Vilma 
Banky, and her husband, Rod 
LaRocque. Both of the players are 
in New York, at the Hotel St. Regis, 
recently returned from abroad. 

LaRocque is still with Pathe, but 
his contract shortly expires. Fol- 
lowing the dissolution of the Banky- 
Ronald Colman combine, it was said 
Goldwyn intended to sole star Miss 
Banky. 


London, April 8. 


Lili Damita, Austrian actress, 
formerly with the Sascha Film 
Company, of Vienna, has been en- 
gaged by Sam Goldwyn. The en- 
gagement is supposedly to place 
the foreign girl opposite Ronald 
Colman. 

Report here is that Walter But- 
ler, English film actor, may be Vil- 
ma Banky’s new partner as he has 


ralso been signed by Goldwyn. How- 


ever, another story over here is 
that Rod LaRocque will play with 
Miss Banky and that Goldwyn is 
getting plenty of publicity out of 
the whole matter. 


“LILAC TIME” AT GLOBE 


Colleen Moore Vacationing—McCor- 
mick East for June Premier 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Colleen Moore sails for Honolulu 
accompanied by her mother and 
father April 21. 

Miss Moore will be gone about 
three weeks. When she returns she 
will immediately start work on 
“Oh Kay” under direction of Mervyn 
LeRoy. 

While Miss Moore is traveling 
her husband, John McCormick, will 
go to New York to make arrange- 
ments for the premiere of “Lilac 
Time.” This is due to be shown top 
at the Globe for $2, opening early 
in June, Fox now has the house. 


Jimmy Grainger’s 5-Yr. 
Contract with Fox 


Jimmy Grainger, with a new 
five-year contract as Fox’s general 
sales manager, leaves Los Angeles 
tomorrow (Wednesday) for New 
York. 

Grainger’s new contract is now 
in effect. 


“Trail” at Chinese? 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

“The Circus” started its final four 
weeks at Grauman’s Chinese on 
April 2. Picture will have had a 
run of 14 weeks. Possible successor, 
May 3, is “Trail of ’98.” 

Atmospheric prolog, to be staged 
by Sid Grauman, is being figured 
upon if “Trail’’ comes in. 


Raquel Meller’s 3-Reeler 
Los Angeles, April 8. 


Fox is negotiating with Alan 
Crosiand to direct Raquel Meller in 
a Movietone three-reeler. 

It will require the director to go 


to Europe and spend at least two} 


months there. 


DIX STICKS TO PAR 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Paramount has renewed its con- 
tract with Richard Dix, who leaves 
April 8 for two weeks in New York. 
He will return to start work on 
“Warming Up,” baseball story. 


NOW GET 
DOWN 


Observers at Capital of 
Opinion Banking Inter- 
ests in Pictures Will Dis- 
courage Court Contests 
Against Government— 
Politics Heavily in Front 
at Present—Fed’l Trade 
and Dept. Justice Possi- 
bilities in Connection with 
Film Industry 


ROUND TABLE TALK? 


Washington, April 3 

Attorneys close to the Federal 
Trade Commission are of the opinion 
that the commission’s proceedings 
against Paramount to stop block 
booking may never actually get into 
the courts. What is more, it is 
said that the commissioners them- 
selves will be greatly surprised if 
it does. 

This opinion has been growing 
for sometime not only among the 
law fraternity but among those 
knowing pictures and the banking 
association in them. 

This contention is based on the 
now celebrated bread cast, which 
many claim the Department of Jus- 
tice could never have won but 
which was settled due to the-fact 
that the bankers, heavily interested 
in the baking business, informed the 
heads of that industry that there 
would be money to expand but not 
to spend on a long drawn out suit 
in the federal courts. 

That such was the real basis 
behind the bread case settlement 
seems conceeded in practically every 
quarter. 

Bankers behind the picture busi- 
ness, particularly now in its almost 
unheard of expansion, are counted 
upon to make the same settlement 
as to funds. 

Backing this up 1s the appeal to 
the commission reported last week 
from counsel for Paramount to hold 
off until Robert Swaine returns 
from a vacation in Africa. That 
Bruce Bromley, counsel, asked for 
this time in the hope of being able 
to fix up another “report of com- 
pliance” is taken by those close to 
the commission as indicating a de- 
sire to back away from the suit 
threatened to enforce the order 
against block booking. 

Squaring 

It has cost Paramount plenty to 
date for the proceedings before the 
commission but when the entire 
industry becomes involved, to which 
indications now point, it is believed 
by many here that an agreement 
will be reached either barring block 
booking altogether or the commis- 
sion (which says it won’t) hedging 
somewhat and letting it stand in 
some modified form. 

Not only does the industry face 
this court action but there is also 
in the offing the investigation now 
being conducted by the Department 
of Justice. 

Question is being asked why the 
department is proceeding go slowly. 
It has the record of the Paramount- 
Federal Trade proceedings; it has 
the Brookhart senatorial hearings 
and now the Chicago strike case 
where the department itself has 
taken action seeking to bring about 
a criminal conviction for alleged fl- 

(Continued on page 20) 


H-nigson’s Return and 
U’s Studio Resumption 


Henry Henigson, in New York for 
several weeks conferring with Uni- 
versal officials and Hning up work 
for the future, is returning to Uni- 
versal City, of which he is U’s gen- 
eral manager. His early return in- 
dicates that the Universal studios 
will open In full blast about April 
13. 


WRITER PAID $500 TO 
STEAL ‘SHANGHAI’ PLAY 


Testimony Before Cal.’s Labor 
Board—Millard Ordered to 
Pay Ruth Todd Balance 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
In an opinion handed down by 
Deputy Commissioner Edward Lowy, 
who is legal head of the Labor Bu- 


reau, holding that S. S. Milflard, 
who produced several sex pictures, 
must pay $330 to Ruth Todd, scen- 
arist, for work she had done on a 
story and continuity for a picture, 
it was pointed out that the present 
contract given by a producer to a 
writer entitled the former to use 
arbitrary power to reject any work 
submitted to him, regardless of its 
value or merit, even though it may 
be perfect in every respect and the 
result of hard, strenuous or skillful 
labor or services, 


Commissioner Lowy in his find- 
ings says that if a literal interpre- 
tation would be given to the con- 
tract, there are provisions which 
make it inequitable, and that they 
would not be enforceable in a court 
of law. Lowy states that his de- 
partment is not inclined to sanction 
such provisions, and if a fair and 
just interpretation can consistently 
be given which will take away this 
arbitrary power and protect the 
writer from any imposition or at- 
tempt to deprive him of the fruit of 
his labor, the Labor Department 
will construe such provisions ac- 
cordingly, 

The claim on which this opinion 
was handed down was filed at the 
Labor Bureau by Miss Todd on Feb. 
23 and based on a written contract 
dated Dec. 8. This contract pro- 
vided that Millard engaged Miss 
Todd to do work on the picture 
called “Scarlet Youth,” for which 
she was to receive $500. The con- 
tract contained the further provision 
that Miss Todd was to do another 
picture on a story and continuity 
also at the price of $500. 

The Facts 


From evidence submitted by both 
sides in the controversy, Lowy says, 
he found the following facts: 


Millard requested H. L, Fraser 
to give to Miss Todd the plot of 
the second story contemplated in 
said contract. Fraser gave the 
plot and, having seen the play 
called “Shanghai Gesture” and the 
story and scenario, ag written by 
Miss Todd, I conclude that it was 
the intention of Fraser and Mil- 
lard that the plot of the second 
story should be along the lines 
of said play. The story as sub- 
mitted by Miss Todd conforms to 
the plot of the play, and while I 
am not qualified to judge whether 
or not the work of Miss Todd as 
submitted by her is skillfully pre- 
pared, or whether it is near per- 
fection, I do find that it does con- 
form to the plot as stated to her 
by Mr. Fraser. 


It appears that after the con- 
tinuity was prepared by Miss 
Todd, it was submitted to Fraser 
by Millard. After a superficial 
examination some suggestions as 
to changes were made. These 
suggestions were followed and the 
story was modified accordingly 


and again submitted to Millard 
with said changes. Millard again 
referred the story to Fraser and 


without comment Fraser referred 
the same to Mr. Curran, who was 
acting as director for Millard and 


Curran and a man named West- 
lund claimed that they rewrote 
the story and that a picture based 


upon their story was later pro- 
duced and that the picture is now 
ready for exhibition. The title of 
the story, however, was changed. 
The title of the story as originally 
given was to be “The Little Big 
Sin.” The picture as produced is 
“Flaming Virtue.” 
Used Banned Play 


“The Shanghai Gesture,” written 


by John Colton and stage-produced | ca 
by A. H. Woods, is a Hays-banned | 
play for film adaptation. While the | 
story from Los Angeles does not 


bring that out, 
8. S. Millard appears to have beer 
to get over a banned play as a sen- 


the intent here by | 


PHONO MUSIC 
SUBSTITUTE 
FOR THEATRE 


Successfully Tried in To- 
peka—Replacing Organ 
and Trio in Small House 


Topeka, April 3. 
Phonograph music electrically 
picked up, amplified and handled 
has entered Topeka via Orchestra- 


phone, already the sole source of 
musical atmosphere at the Gem 
theatre, second-run house, and 


where it has proven such a success 
it is to be substituted for organ 
and trio at the Cozy (seating 400) 
and is being considered strongly as 
a substitute for the Orpheum (seat- 
ing 1,200). 

The music is picked up from a 
double disk table machine and car- 
ried into the house via loud-speaker 
system. It requires the services of 
a first-class musician to run it and 
properly cue the program, but as 
union musicians are to be used, 
the theatre men believe the local 
union cannot kick, even though {ft 
will mean fewer jobs here. 


GERMANS FILMING INDIA 


Lola Kreutzberg in Bombay 
Bringing Out Best of India 


Bombay, March 2, 

Lola Kreutzberg, with a company 
including director and cameraman, 
has arrived here to produce two In- 
dian culture’ films of about 6,000 
feet each. 

This German lady is the first to 
take films of India in the best light. 
Miss Kreutzberg has been produc- 
ing instructive films of animal life 
in Europe and lately -became dis- 
tinguished by going alone to Java, 
Sumatra and Bali Islands in the 
East, taking scenes of native life 
and the mysterious trances and re- 
ligious dances of the natives. 


Swanson and FBO 


Angeles, April 3. 
here that Gloria 
Swanson may not make her next 
picture for United Artists, She 1s 
all settled at the FBO lot under the 
wing of Joseph M. Kennedy. 

The latter is expected to handle 
all future Swanson financing and 
is expected to turn the release over 
to Pathe. 


Los 
It is reported 


Cost Successful Mayorality 
Candidate $27,000 to Run 


Seattle, April 3. 

It costs a pretty penny to be 
elected mayor in this town, from the 
statement of expenses filed by 
Frank Edwards, former showman. 
3ut Frank had to beat a woman, 
and as he was new in local politics 
had to do a lot of advertising. He 
won with many votes to spare and 
becomes Mavor Edwards next June, 
but the cost to land the job for two 
years that pays $7,500 per annum 
was over $27,000. 

It includes heavy 
theatre advertising donated by 
friends; printing, nearly $5,000; ra- 
dio, $1,735, and office rent, help, etce., 
$1,800. 

Precinct workers, 
the balance. 


billboard and 


etc., make up 


sational picture, leaving it to the 

publicity to make the connection. 
Woods intends producing “Shange 

hai’ as a picture in England and 


returning it to this country as well 
for such distribution as may be ob- 
tainable, 


Millard, not under the Hays ore 
nization’s dominance, is a maker 
of “sex” pictures, usualiy assembled, 
More latterly he has gone in for 
res ular prod: seeking such 
exhibition sources as may be avail- 


operating inde- 


tte for his ou 


tput, 
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PICTURES 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


WEATHER BUMPS ORIENTAL 
AND CHICAGO SKIDS $14,500 


“Best Girl” Helps Revive 
Monroe’s $3,800 Con 
Deemed Flop, $10,000 


Mary in Town, $25,000— 
sidered Good—‘“Chicago” 
on 2d Week 


Chicago, April 3. 

In a tough battle against weather, 
combined Loop grosses dropped $27,- 
000 under the previous week. Cli- 
mate included cold, rain, snow and 
sleet. 

Most acute slump was at the Chi- 
eago where “Lig City” and a name- 
less stage show brought $43,500, fol- 
lowing George Jessel’s $58,000. This 
isn’t a poor figure, considering the 
house average, but it’s not up to 
Chaney’s regular rating. Another 
unusual low was the Oriental, $36,- 
400. This is about as far down as 
the house has ever gone. “Chi- 
cago,” which started weak at the 
Roosevelt, fell off on its second week 
and collected only $10,000. Indif- 
ference shown toward this native 
subject and it is rated a flop here. 
Decision may be reversed when it 
hits the neighborhoods. 

Opening week of “My Best Girl’ 
at United Artists was under expec- 
tations, but the weather didn’t help. 
Take was $25,000 with local reviews 
good. “Patent Leather Kid” fell 
$6,000 in its third week at McVickers 
to $18,000. 

“Jazz Singer” has been showing 
just as much pep in its pop run 
at the Orpheum as it did for $1.50 
at the Garrick. Fourth week was 
$8,600, a little under the previous 
week. Monroe was better than ave- 
rage with “Why Sailors Go Wrong,” 
$3,800. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Chicago (Publix) “The Big City” 
(M-G) (4,500; 50-75). Showed most 
acute drop of arfy Loop house; $43,- 
500 after $58,000 with Jessel on 
stage; Chaney film caught mild no- 
tices. 

McVickers (Publix) “The Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.) (2,400; 50-75). 
Third week off to $18,000; picture 
opened moderately at $26,000. 

Monroe (Fox) “Why Sailors Go 
Wrong” (Fox) (975; 50-75). Good 
spot for picture and above average 
with $3,800; better than it sounds 
considering weather. 

Oriental (Publix) “Burning Day- 
light” (F. N.) (8,300; 35-75). Among 
lowest grosses house has had; $36,- 
400; Sills picture considered fair. 

Orpheum (Warner) “Jazz Singer” 
(CW. B.) (700; 50). Fourth week 
continued strong to $8,600; last 
week coincident with neighborhood 
release. 

Playhouse (Mindlin) “ Prinaner- 
liebe” (Ufa) (600; 50-75). Straight 
from Germany to this arty hang- 
out; served with free coffee; around 


$3,000. 
Roosevelt (Publix) “Chicago” 
(Pathe) (1,400; 50-60). Couldn’t 


catch on here; $10,000 in second 
week after quiet opening at $14,000. 

State-Lake (Orpheum) “Freckles” 
B. O.) (2,500; 50-75). Picture 
liked, but house not strong enough 
to fight weather; $16,000. 


United Artists (U. A.) “My Best 
Girl” (U. A.) (1,702; 35-75). Pick- 
ford picture opened fairly to $25,000 


and favorable notices; doing much 
to improve the Pickford status in 
Chi. 

Woods (Jones) “Simba” (John- 
son) (1,703; 50-$1.65). Only two- 
a-day film in town and getting 
pretty low; $7,000 in fourth week; 
playing on percentage and slated to 
leave this week. 


FOX, $24,000, WASH. 
$16,500 FOR PALACE 


Norma Shearer Helped— 
“Enemy” H. 0. Despite 
Short of $10,000 


Washington, April 3. 
(White Pop., 450,000) 

Weather: Warm, turning sud- 

denly cold. 

Switching to tilms and six acts 
after something like 15 years of 
two-a-day straight vaude and the 
consequent spreading in the dailies 
naturally caused some _inierest 
around the K-A house. Cut admis- 
sion scale helped, too. New plan 
received general favorable comment 
from scribes, but word-of-mouth 
had show too long, one act doing 
over 30 minutes in a program where 
feature picture is shown before and 
after the vaude. 

Probable slight increase due to 
added night business. Matinees 
continue decidedly off. 

Picture houses continue to present 
a study in contrasts. Palace and 
Fox held up. Both took punishment 
on week-end, but started to build 
balance of week. Fox, offering “A 
Girl in Every Port,” had a_ tieup 
with the Government’s Coast Guard 
gervice for a prolog. 

Earle, with a new m. c., Leon 
DMaworo and “HMaart af Wallise 


| MINNESOTA’S $35,000 
NOT SO BAD IN LENT 


Although New House Smoth- 
ered Town—‘Chicago’ Could 
Not Stand Up 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather Fine 

New Minnesota had a strangle 
hold on show business last week. 
House monopolized the limelight 
and its $35,000 sounded quite good. 

Minnesota surely wrecked the 
other houses. State and Hennepin- 
Orpheum were hit hard. The Gar- 
rick, Strand and Lyric also took 
it on the chin. Pantages suffered 
least of any of the houses, due to 
an especially strong screen attrac- 
tion, “A Girl In Every Port.” 
“Rose-Marie” proved a good 
enough picture at the State, but re- 
turns were negligible. Show as a 
whole sized up nicely, but folks just 
wouldn’t come. Public also re- 
mained away from the Hennepin- 
Orpheum, with the result that the 
gross was one of the lowest in years. 
“Garden of Eden” at the Strand, 
provoked considerable enthusiasm 
and still couldn’t draw. “Chicago,” 
at the Garrick, died a miserable 
death in its second week. House 
was practically deserted throughout 
the entire seven days. 

Estimates For Last Week 
Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,- 
100; 65) “Sporting Goods” (Par.) 
and “Treasure Ships” (Publix unit). 
Picture only so-so and Dix no help; 
stage show good; $35,000. 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,300; 60) 

“Rose-Marie” (M-G) and F. & R. 
male chorus. Picture and show 
liked, but new house killed business; 
around $7,200, bad. 
Garrick (F. & R.-Publix) (2,000; 
60) “Chicago” (Pathe). Second week 
was one too many; after big initial 
week, patronage practically nil; 
around $2,000; never has been so 
bad before. 

Strand (F. & R.-Publix) (1,500; 
50) “Garden of Eden” (U. A.). 
Corinne Griffith usually a draw here, 
ordinarily would have done big 
week, but too much Minnesota; 
about $3,000. 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,350; 35) 
“Baby Mine” (M-G). Picture okay 
but box office very slim; around 
$1,400. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 25) “The 
Noose” (F. N.). Second loop run; 
about $600, fair. 

Hennepin - Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890; 50) “Slightly Used” (W. B.) 
and vaude. Great show for money, 
but the folks remained away; un- 
popular policy and Minnesota’s com- 
petition resulted in worst week in 
many a moon; about $6,500. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 
50) “Girl In Every Port” (Fox) and 
vaude. Victor McLaglen big favorite 
here; picture scored hit and kept 
house in running despite Minnesota; 
gross only off about $600 from pre- 
vious week; about $5,000; remark- 
able. 

Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,400; 
40) “Blood Will Tell” and vaude. 
Business completely murdered; 
around $4,000. 


took a licking, with picture to blame. 
House is having its up and downs. 
Other Stanley - Crandall theatre, 
Metropolitan, offered a Vitaphoned 
“Girl from Chicago” and caused 
little interest. 

Columbia, prize-winner with small 
capacity, fell far below its usual 
high figure with “The Enemy,” but 
it is being held over. ‘40,000 Miles 
with Lindbergh” stressed in billing 
with almost equal prominence. 

Rialto died with “Love Me and 
the World Is Mine.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew), “Enemy” (M-G) 
(1,232; 35-50). Attracted lowest 
figure yet for feature to go two 
weeks; not $10,000; fair and held up. 

Earle (Staniey-Crandall), “Heart 
of Follies Girl’ (F.N.) and Hyman 
presentation (2,300; 35-50). Down 
to something near $8,000. 

Fox (Fox), “Girl in Every Port” 
(Fox) and Stebbins presentation 
(3,432; 35-50). Increase keeps esti- 
mate within $24,000. 

Met (Stanley - Crandall), “Girl 
from Chicago’ (W. B. Vita) (1,518; 
35-50). Apparently but little inter- 
est; probably $7,500. 

Palace (Loew), “Latcst from 
Paris” (M-G) and Publix presenta- 
tion (2,363; 35-50). Norma Shearer 
may have dug up an extra thousand 
over preceding week; about $16,500. 

Rialto (U), “Love Me and the 
World Is Mine” (U) €1,978; 35-50). 
Off ta final eount af about $4.000. 


BALTO. EASES OFF: 
$16,000 TOWN’S BEST 
Loud Speaker Aided Valencia’s 


$7,000—$15,000 for Stan- 
ley—Chaplin, $5,500 


Baltimore, April 3. 
(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 
Attendance problem in the local 
first-run field has been something 


to keep the managers awake nights 
for months. Not that business has 
been generally bad. In certain cases 
it has been exceptionally good, but 
it has been spotty. Fans are “shop- 
ping’ to a degre. never evidenced 
before. 

Last week was spotty. Weather 
favorable, but the approach of 
Easter was generally felt. Two 
houses unexpectedly came through 
with good results. They are the 
combination Hippodrome, off color 
from a b. o. point in recent weeks, 
and the Parkway, Loew-U. A. fol- 
low-up house that hasn't hit any 
high spots for quite a while. Wall- 
flowers” was the picture bill at the 
Hipp, while “The Circus,” never a 
sell-out downtown, was a great 
juvenile draw on the fringe of the 
residential section. 
Elsewhere only so-so. “Feel My 
Pulse” not a flop, but below average 
at the Century. “Night of Mys- 
tery,” at the Stanley, unable to buck 
Lent. “Last Command” just fair 
for second week at the Valencia, 
and “Devil’s Skipper” started light 
at the Rivoli, but finished rather 
strong. Garden was off with 
“Streets of Shanghai.” 

Estimate for Last Week 
Century (Loew)—“Feel My Pulse” 
(Par) (2,074; 25-60). Business con- 
sistent to a degree; Daniels doesn’t 
hit the high spots here, but main- 
tains a fair average; Lent undoubt- 
edly cut in; picture pleased; they 
laughed, didr’t knock and didn’t 
rave; at least $2,000 below house 
average at about $16,000. 

Stanley (Stanley - Crandall) — 
“Night of Mystery” (Par) (3,600; 25- 
50). Menjou not the surefire of 
earlier stellar months; week not a 
fair test, however; pre-Easter com- 
petition figured, also radio competi- 
tion Thursday; no great drop that 
night, but business had been build- 
ing, and lost momentum; week well 
below average; about $15,000. 
Valencia (Loew-U. A.)—“The Last 
Command” (Par) (2d week) (1,500; 
25-60). Fair to good average sec- 
ond week; never a flapper draw and 
affected by Lent; offset radio com- 
petition Thursday in part by stage 
broadcast; about $7,000. 
Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck)— 
“Wallflowers” and K-A vaude (3,- 
200; 25-50). One of the outstanding 
bright spots in an off week; picture 
and vaude voted good and business 
steady with exception of Thursday 
night. 

Garden (Schanbergers) — “Streets 
of Shanghai” (T-S) and K-A vaude 
(3,200; 25-50). Business off; lowest 
since “Silver Valiey” week; Lent 
largely to blame; attendance greatly 
affected by Dodge hour; about $15,- 
000. 

Parkway (Loew-U. A.)—"“The Cir- 
cus” (U. A.). Surprised by getting 
best second-run business of any 
picture in months; never a stand- 
out downtown, but got juvenile draw 
and grossed near $5,500. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.)— 
“The Devil’s Skipper” (2,500; 25-60). 
Picture greatly liked and stage pre- 
sentation went over big. Willie 
Smith’s “Maryland Revels’; radio 
hurt. 


“7th Heaven” in Topeka’s 
Pop House Drew Big 


Topeka, April 3. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
Weather: Unsettled, Snow 

With the exception of three well- 
attended performances of “My 
Maryland” at the Grand, the week’s 
theatre business was nothing to 
speak of. 

Best picture trade was at the 
Orpheum with “7th Heaven.” When 
the same film was here as a road 
show it did about the best business 
of last fall’s crop of these excuses 
for high tops. 

Topekans are agreeing that, 
though they stayed home Thursday 
night to hear the air stars, they 
didn’t hear much, though they also 
agree that the second of the Dodge 
radio programs was the better of 
the two. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Jayhawk (1,500; 40) (Jayhawk). 
“Garden of Allah” not hot enough 
for younger’ generation. “Open 
Range” last three days just another 
western. Week's total, $2,100. 

Orpheum (1,200; 40) (National) 
“th Heaven” brisk pop run; about 
best play in numbers, but only 
$1,600 on week. 

Novelty (1,100; 40) (Crawford). 
Pre-Holy Week business better than 
average, despite acts below average. 
Week’s total, $2,700. 

Cozy (400; 25) (Lawrence). “On 
Your Toes” first half and “Across 
the Atlantic” last half; just light 
entertainment and that kind = of 
business—$700. 


Providence Feels Pressure 
“Shepherd’s” $6,900 Best 


Providence, April 3. 

(Drawing Population, 300,000) 

Weather: Good 

With all the usual breaks bowing 
pleasantly toward the good gross 
receiving lines, local fiouses failed to 
do any more than think of the good 
biz that might have been. Season 
took its usual fall out of the show- 
going masses, and though the stores 
report a good pre-Easter draw, the- 
atres chilled to hardly normal. 

Thursdays radio show failed to 
have any decided effect on attend- 
ance and none of the local managers 
attempted to amplify the hour into 
their houses. 

Majestic got the best of the going 
with “Shepherd of the Hills” and 
Mussolini as the magnet. At the 
Strand, “The Poor Nut” and “The 
Whip Woman” were off, while Fay’s 
dropped under, with “The Wagon 
Show” not helping Walter Scanlan 
much in the vaude draw. “Satur- 
day's Children” was well received at 
the Opera House, but only the big 
musicals of other years can roll up 
decent biz here. The Carlton, still 
offering salable “indies,” rolled mer- 
rily onward, while the Rialto and 
Uptown, with second runs, struck a 
little grief. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Majestic (Fay) (2,500; 10-50)— 
“Shepherd of the Hills” (F. N.). Well 
liked and talked about; Mussolini 
and Vatican Choir on Movietone 
made a good combo for about $6,900. 
Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)—‘“The 
Poor Nut” (F. N.) and “Whip Wom- 
an” (Col.). Unable to cause sensa= 
tion; brought about $6,700. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,474; 10-30). Bar- 
gain shows with two changes; still 
getting a share at $1,850. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 15-50)—‘“Wa- 
gon Show” (Par) and vaude. Pic- 
ture not so hot and week off at 
around $5,500. 

Rialto (Fay) (1,448; 10-25). Sec- 
ond runs suffered in off week; ex- 
pected drop and got about $1,450. 
Uptown (Ind) (1,492; 15-50). Off 
the city stems and caught in the 
wake of downtown grief; second 
runs; about $1,700. 


MILWAUKEE TAKES SLAP; 
NOTHING HITS $18,000 


$5,000 for “College,” Movie- 
tone and Vita at Garden— 
Wisconsin Under $18,000 


Milwaukee, April 3. 
(Drawing Pop., 650,000) 
Weather Fair 

Opening the week with two days 
of late spring weather, which killed 
Saturday and Sunday business, the 
weather man turned on the blower 
Monday and gave the town its first 
blizzard of the year. Business all 
over town was terrible, Dodge radio 
hour not helping the houses. 

The little that did come in went 
to the Wisconsin and the combo 
houses. The Garden slid to its 
lowest gross since September, “Col- 
lege”’ being the fall guy. Even with 
the first Milwaukee showing of 
Movietone and Lindbergh as _ the 
talkie draw the house failed to 
reach $5,000, which is considerably 
red. 

The Strand, despite heavy ad- 
vertising of “Bringing Up Father,” 
failed to set the world on fire, and 
“Love Me and the World Is Mine” 
was just so-so. 

Stage show at the Wisconsin, its 
fourth anniversary, was strong, but 
“The Smart Set” was light as to 
draw. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alhambra (U.), “Love Me and the 
World Is Mine” (U.) (1,800; 30-50). 
Picture got plenty of exploitation 
and stage attraction was a local 
pusher, but combo pull resulted in a 
poor week; $9,200. 

Garden (Brin.), “College” (U. A.) 
(1,200; 25-50-75). Poorest week 
house has had under Brin banner; 
showed Movietone, three Vita acts 
and even radioed Dodge program; 
into the red below $5,000. 

Majestic (Orph.), “Cohey Island” 
(FBO) (1,600; 10-25-40). Failed to 
do much drawing the past week; 
around $7,200. 

Merrill (Midwesco), “Joy Girl’ 
(Fox) (1,200; 25-50). Fair draw, 
but not near what house should be 
doing; still in red even at slightly 
better than $5,000. 

Miller (Midwesco), “40,000 Miles” 
(M.-G.) (1,400; 25-40). Stage show 
and double feature movie failed; 
some result of two for one policy 
started in neighborhood advertising 
sheet; close to $6,000. 


Palace (Orph.), “On to Reno” 
(Pathe) (2,400; 25-50-75). Vaude 
the draw clicked close to 


$18,000. 

Strand (Midwesco), “Bringing Up 
Father” (M.-G.) (1,200; 25-50). Two 
Hearst dailies gave it plenty space, 
but only $4,900. 

Wisconsin (Midwesco), “Smart 
Set” (M.-G.) (2,800; 25-35-50-75). 
Fourth anniversary week with big 
stare show, but weather and other 


things kept gross below $18,000. 


LEGION’S’ LENT RECORD 
IN MONTREAL, $16,000 


“Red Hair,” $11,000—Some 
Houses Letting In Children 
Despite 16 Age Limit 


Montreal, April 3, 

(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Weather: Cold and Snow 

Bitter winds culminating in a six 
inch snow storm didn’t help grosseg 
last week. Every house except the 
Capitol had a bad time. Couple of 
capacity hockey playoffs hurt too, 
“Legion of the Condemned,” one of 
the best drawing cards ever put on 
at the Capitol, did $16,000. Every- 
body’s scared of Holy Week. : 

Ballyhooed as a_e pendant ta 
“Wings,” recently put on here at’ 
a legit showing, “Legion” brought 
all the movie fans in town to the 
Capitol Manager Dahn let him- 
self out on the picture alone and 
ran $3,500 above previous week, 
something of a record here for Lent, 

“Red Hair’ was at the Palace. 
Evenings were fair and matineeg 
empty. A little over $11,000. Loew’s 
dropped $2,000 from previous week 
although “West Point” was better 
than most pictures that have been 
showing here. Vaude again poor, 
although Loew’s fans don’t seem’ 
to mind that. Matinees pulled down 
gross, as at all other houses. 

Imperial’s “Night Flyer” 
but vaude best in town. 

Neighborhood houses are nervous 
about Children’s Bill. Some have 
been refusing admission to young. 
sters under 16, which is their losg 
since George Rotsky put on spe« 
cial children’s show Saturday morne 
ing which filled the Palace. Others 
claim April 1 is the day law will 
be enforced. Majority awaiting 
notification from ctvic or police 
thorities. 

Main stem houses taking chances 
and letting everybody in with the 
price. Theatre Managers’ Associa- 
tion met late in week and discussed 
question from every angle, but no 
decision. 

Estimates For Last Week 
Capitol (F. P.) (2,700; 40-85) “Lee 
gion of Condemned” (Par.). Went 
over with a wallop; belief is that 
“Wings,” preceding, helped this out;_ 
even matinees well attenced; no 
presentation, just a comedy short; 
made record for any picture ever 
shown in Lent; $16,000. , 
Palace (F. P.) (2,700; 35-60) “Red 
Hair’ (¢Par.). Held up against 
heavy opposition; two bands now 
playing here also attracted; did well 
to slightly better previous week’s 
grosses; children’s special show, 
taking chance on new law enforcee 
— put house over to about $11,< 
000. 

Loew’s (3,200; 45-75) “West Point” 
(M-G). Better than average picture 
at this house which can seemingly 
stand week after week of second 
rate vaude without affecting gross; 
latter dropped to $12,500 on poor 
matinees. 

Imperial (K. A.) (1,900; 35-80) 
“Night Flyer’ (Pathe). Filler to 
vaude which stood out; at $8,000 
fair but gq little down from previous 
week. 

Strand (U. A.) (800; 30-40) ‘If I 
Were Single” (W. B.); “Adventure 
Mad” (Par.); “Boy of the Streets” 
(Col.), and “Gateway to the Moon” 
(Fox). Altogether, $3,000. 

Neighbormhoods—poor. 


80 -80, 


Nothing Startling Among 
St. L. Grosses Last Week 


St. Louis, April 8, 
(Drawing Pop., 1,000,000) 

Three - cornered combination of 
circumstances has had a depressing 
effect on intake the past week or so, 
Lent, business at the American 
(downtown) by Carroll's “Vanities” 
last week and Thurston the week 
before, and several real summer 
days all counted. No doubt Ed. 
Lowry’s absence of two weeks from 
the Ambassador affected business 
at that Skouras house, too. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 
35-65)—"“Red Hair” (Par). Among 
best Clara Bow has done; $31,500. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (1,700; 
50-75) — “Desired Woman” and 
Vita (W. B.). Ikather mediocre 
drama of the desert; $7,000. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“The Gaucho” (U. A.). Fairbanks 
scores again. On stage, ‘Oriental 
Jazz Revue,” New York production; 
$28,000. 

Missouri (Skourus) (3,800; 35- 
65)—"The Crystal Cup” (F. N.). 
Mackaill and Mulhall gain no pres- 
tige on this one. Fine stage show 
compensated for picture; $15,600. 

St. Louis (4.280; 35-65)—‘“Dressed 
to Kill” (Fox). Entertaining film, 
also good vaude Dill. 

Orpheum (2,200; 15-25-35-50-65) 
—‘Lady Raffles.” Another detec- 
tive story with society background, 


LOUISE BROOKS STILL EAST 
Louise Brooks still remains & 
visitor in New York. Her husband, 
Eddie Sutherland, is directing on 


the coast for M-G-M. 


Bann 
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CHANEY SENT CAPITOL $68,700: 
$117,000 WITH ‘JAZZ SINGER’ 


Paramount Up Again with Bow to $73,000, and 


Whiteman Took New 


with $33,000—Specials and Supers Spotty 


Week-End Record There 


Approach of Holy Week held no 
great fears for the picture houses 
last week and the usual melancholy 
6n that account was further lessened 
by the terrific Palm Sunday week 
end business. Practically all houses 
eashed Saturday and Sunday. 

Examples cited include the Par- 
amount’s new week end record of 
$33,000, credited to Whiteman, the 
Roxy going to capacity both days 
in starting “The Jazz Singer’s” sec- 
ond week, and “Wings” having the 
biggest Saturday it has had in many 
a half holiday. 

On the past week the Capitol 
shows the top increase, jumping 
$16,200, with Chaney above an off 
total for the preceding “Bringing 
Up Father.” The big M.-G.-M. house 
turned in $68,700 for “The Big City” 
and the picture is staying a second 
week. 

The Paramount has been climbing 
back to respectable figures by means 
of Corinne Griffith and Clara Bow. 
“Red Hair” rolled in $73,000 for this 
Publix site on the last week in 
March, an increase of $3,000 above 
the previous film and a fortnight’s 
climb of $11,000 since Negri. Busi- 
ness was also good at the little 
Cameo, which found in $7,000 suf- 
ficient inducement to hold “Ivan, the 
Terrible” a fourth week. After 
plenty weeks at Warner's, “Jazz 
Singer” came into the Roxy to get 
$117,000, excellent at this stage of 
the season. 

The smash trade for “Legion of 
the Condemned” cooled on the sec- 
ond week, $32,600 showing a drop 
of $17,250 at the Rialto from the 
hectic premiere pace. Sister house, 
Rivoli, only saw $20,000 on “The 
Gaucho’s” third week. Picture has 
been taking decided drops and will 
be willing to call it a visit Friday 
when “Speedy” (Lloyd) premieres 
to a special showing. Strand’s sec- 
ond week of “The Noose” caught 


$24,400. 
Spotty High Hats 

Most of the spotty receipts were 
confined to the high hat $2 element 
and the b. o.’s were rather pock 
marked. Not any of the twice daily 
pictures reached capacity, “Trail of 
*98” setting the pace for this group 
at $18,400 on its first full week. 
“Tenderloin” with its dialog skipped 
along well enough at $15,800, and 
“Wings” continues consistently at 
$15,000. Initial full week of “Two 
Lovers” showed a neat $8,300, but 
there’s not much activity around 


either the Central or the Globe for 


“Uncle Tom” and “Mother Machree.” 
“Four Sons” holds its own at the 
Gaiety. Notices for “We Ameri- 
cans” were good and business at the 
Colony on the half week was okay. 
“Simba” left the Carroll Saturday 
after a nice run of ten weeks. 
Immediate incoming high scale 
pictures are confined to two. “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” is slated for the 44th 
Street April 16 or 21st, and “Street 
Angel” launches its New York career 
at the Globe next Monday night 


(April 9). Although Fox has this 
house under lease until October, 
First National may sublease for 


“Lilac Time” in June. Pathe may 

also renew tenancy of the Gaiety 

next month for “The Godless Girl.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘“Trail of (M-G) (1,- 
129; $1-$2) (8d week). Braved last 
days of Lent to open and first full 
week showed smart $18,400; not 
Capacity, but figure considered ex- 
ceptional for time of year and new 
$2 picture. 

Cameo—‘Ivan the Terrible” (Am- 
kino) (549; 50-75) (4th week). 
Pulled surprise by lingering fourth 
week; third week totaled just above 
$7,000. “The Chaser” (F. N.) next 
week. 

Capitol—“The Big City” (M-G) 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.65) (2d week). 
Chaney rejuvenated b.o. for $16,200 
leap; rewarded by second week; 
got $68,700. 

Central—“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” (U) 
(922; $1-$2) (22d week). “Tom” 
still here; receipts don’t warrant 
continuance of stay, but sticking 
along. 

Colony —“We Americans” (U) 
(1,980;  $1-$1.65-$2) (2d week). 
Opened March 28; approving notices 
by dailies; had good week-end to 
Push house over $5,000 by Sunday 
night; give away premiere with 
figure for eight shows rated all 
right. 

Criterion —“Wings” (Par) (836; 
$1-$2) (34th week). Doesn't deviate 
much and $15,006 again sign of sta- 
bility; final of three weeks’ return 
engagement Brooklyn, this time 
at the Teller, summed at $8,000; 
drop of $4,300 across bridge. 

Embassy—“Two Lovers” 
(596; $1-$1.65) (3d week). Roman- 
tie subject satisfactory first 
full week at $8,300; short of capac- 
ity but nothing to squawk about: 
reported 1. A has house for eight 
weeks, with 1.-G-M contemplating 


(U.A.) 


N. 0. DIPS AGAIN 


“Legion’s” $18,106 Luke Warm— 
State Down to $12,500 


New Orleans, April 3. 
(Drawing Poputatton, 500,000) 
Weather: Clear and Cool 

Very little of moment in the pic- 
ture theatres last week. Saenger 
show was rather drab, its highlight 
being “Legion of the Condemned,” 
which failed to draw as anticipated. 
Barely passed $18,000, a drop of 
$4,000 from previous week. 

Saenger organization is doing 
something for the Strand by in- 
stalling a new organ, sending over 
Ray McNamara from the Saenger to 
vecupy the console and bringing 
back Don Phillipini from Mobile to 
lead the orchestra. House needs 
lots of pepping to be placed on 
profitable basis. ‘Heart of a Follies 
Girl” literally died at the Strand 
last week, $2,800. 

Loew's State took a dive below 
$13,000 for the first time in months. 
An average vaude program and 
“Bringing Up Father” the reason. 
Liberty did nothing with “The Whip 
Woman” on returns. 

“Midnight Rose” succeeded in 
sending the Orpheum above $8,000 
again. Surrounding vaude nothing 
to brag about, so the upturn in 
business could be attributed solely 
to the picture. The Palace had a 
Mix, “Silver Valley,” but a good 
musical helped get tue $4,000. Tudor 
worried along with “The Gingham 
Girl.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65), “Legion of 
the Condemned” (Par). Much ex- 
pected of flying film, but hopes were 
not realized; there is Lent to blame 
it on; $18,100. 

Loew’s State (€3,218; 50), “Bring- 
ing Up Father” (M-G). Comedy 
was a lightweight for house, which 
has come to be considered for its 
outstanding pictures; poor session 
at $12,500, lowest gross in a year. 

Strand (2,200; 50), “Heart of a 
Follies Girl’ (F.N.). Billie Dove 
and an ordinary vehicle no combi- 
nation to bring them in; dipped to 
$2,800. 

Liberty (1,800; 50), “The Whip 
Woman.” Cracked early and never 
recovered; $2,200. 

Orpheum (2,400; 50), 
Rose.” Orpheum picked up 
week; $8,200. 

Palace (2,300; 40), “Silver Valley” 
(Fox). Best musical ever offered by 
the Danny Duncan company saved 
western; $4,000. 

Tudor €800; 
Girl’ (FBO). 
loud; $1,100. 


“Midnight 
last 


40), “The Gingham 
Maybe for cryin’ out 


following in with “Casanova,” the 
$150,000 French made. 

Gaiety—“I’our Sons’ and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (808; $1-$2) (8th week). 
Sticking right along and no com- 
plaints at less than $10,000. 

Globe — “Mother Machree” and 
Movietone (Fox) (1,416; $1-$1.65) 
(5th week). Weakest of neighbor- 
ing “mother” pictures and office 
not satisfied with business; moves 
to Times Square next week making 
room for “Street Angel”; “Sunrise” 
out after this week. 

Paramount — “Red Hair” (Par) 
(3,666; 35-50-75). Clara pulled $73,- 
200 to windows; nice gross and 
carries on climb house has been do- 
ing past two weeks; Whiteman 
started three weeks’ stay, Saturday, 
to record week-end of $33,000; this 
includes midnight shows at which 
band didn’t appear. 


Rialto — “Legion of the Con- 
demned” (Par) (1,960; 35-50-75-90) 
(3d week). Fell away after big 


first week, but still healthy at $32,- 
600; drop of $17,250 doesn’t mean so 
much in face of heavy opening; 
getting down to normal that’s all, 
Rivoli—‘‘The Gaucho” (U. A.) (2,- 
200; 35-50-75-90) (4th week). 
Dropped sharply since first weck, 
but is on return after $2 display at 
Liberty; rounds out four weeks Fri- 
day at six p. m., to permit special 


showing of “Speedy” (Par); Fair- 
banks’ third week, $20,000, 
Roxy—‘“Jazz Singer’ and Vita- 


phone (W. B.) (50-75-$1-$1.65) (2d 
week). Known for its out of town 
strength, curiosity manifested on 
what picture would do here after 
long stay at Warner’s at $2; quieted 
the skeptics and dispelled all doubts 
with aver $117,000, 

Strand—‘“The Noose” (F. N.) (2,- 
900: 35-50-65-75). 3arthelmess slid 
$10,000 on holdover week to $24,400; 
on two weeks, $59,000, not bad: first 
week held up when most everything 
else was off, 

Warner’s—“‘Tenderloin” and Vita- 
phone (W. B.) (1,360; $1-$2) (4th | 
week). Gave way bit under pres- 
sure but right in running at $15,- 
$00, 


DODGE HOUR HELPS 
“SORRELL” GET $21,000 
Michigan’s “Chance” Week 


Clicks at $48,500—Capitol 
Off with “Danube,” $18,000 


Detroit, April 3. 
Weather Fair 

Presenting one of the strongest 
fronts in a long while, the film 
places saw grosses shinny up a few 
pegs last week. Although not quite 
up to expectations in two or three 
instances, attendance was generally 
good. The drop Thursday night 
(Dodge hour) was instrumental in 
restraining at least one stand from 
entering the sky-scraping class. 

United Artists’ theatre installed 
a loud speaker for its broadcast 
and played to a packed house, in 
severe contrast to surrounding con- 
ditions. Program proved a_ bust 
through continued static and bad 
reception, but the coin was in the 
mitt. “Sorrel and Son,” in its first 
week, started fairly well and 
demonstruted its ability to build. 
Mid-week tempo on the current lap 
will tell the story of three weeks or 
two. In the latter event “The Dove” 


will open Friday, contrary to a 
previous report “Ramona” would 
follow. 


The natives went down the line 
for the “Take a Chance” week and 
slipped the Michigan $45,000, the 
best figure shown by the big house 
in some time. Capitol had a so-so 
screen ani stage and was not highly 
rewarded. “The Blue Danube,” 
film, missed attaining the Capitol’s 
average picture quality and might 
have served better for the less pre- 
tentious State, at present the 
Kunsky freeze-out spot for doubt- 
ful cinemas. State deviates from 
that classification next week, how- 
ever, when changing to presenta- 
tions. House labored in vain last 
week with “Flying Romeos” and 
Jim Corbett. 

“The Crowd,” Adams, and “The 
Student Prince,” Madison, are 
likely to be pulled at the close of 
the current week, the second for 
both, if not improving. Oriental 
was around normal at $13,000 with 
“Coney Island.” 

“Sunrise” will finally desist upon 
completing the present (ninth) 
week at the Washington. Whether 
the obviously forced nature of the 
run for the past four weeks will 
enhance its chances in the neigh- 
borhoods is a question. Movietone 
helped more than a little in turn- 
ing the trick downtown. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Adams (Kunsky), “The Crowd” 
(M.-G.) (1,700; 50-75). Good first 
week for house at $18,000, but film 
fell somewhat short of expecta- 
tions; ‘40,000 Miles with Lindbergh” 
added, missed exploitation received 
elsewhere; “Crowd” remaining cur- 
rently, with third week possible. 

Capitol (Kunsky), “The Blue 
Danube” (Pathe) (3,448; 60-75). 
Several bucks under house average 
at $18,000; unusual weakness in 
offering doubtlessly the cause. 

Madison (Kunsky), “Student 
Prince” (M.-G.) (1,976; 650-75). 
Heavy flapper draw and $17,000; 
should hold over for third week; 
line in house ad suggests matinee 
trade is in need of stimulation. 

Michigan (Kunsky-Publix), “Taka 
Chance Week” (4,100; 60-75). 
Spurred on by curiosity, umpchays 
flocked in; big week for big house; 
$48,500. 

Oriental (Miles), “Coney Island” 
(FBO) (2,950; 25-90). Better film 
than usual and formal. Pan bill; 
slightly under previous week, but 
oke at $13,000. 

State (Kunsky), “Flying Romeos” 
(3,000; 25-75). Just biding time un- 
til advent of stage band policy next 
week; drew $9,500. 

United Artists (U. A.), “Sorrel 
and Son” (U. A.) (2,000; 50-65). 
Three-week stay at hand if pace 
continues; Thursday night radio 
tie-up helped opening week's 
$21,000. 

Washington (Fox), “Sunrise”- 
Movietone (Fox) (8th week) (1,778; 
35-50-65). Hardly profitable at 
$3,000 or less; apparently forced 
run nearing end with “Mother 
Machree” (Fox) slated next week. 


“Ramona,” $35,700, Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 
(Drawing Population, ,000) 
Penn (Loew) (3,700; 25-35-60). 
“Ramona” (U. A.) and stage unit, 
“Hula Blues.” Big business’ fo 
this time of year; only house doing 
So well this week; $35,700. 
Aldine (Loew) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
“Warning’ and Chaplin reissue of 
“The Rink” and vaude, Off at about 


$10,300. 

Stanley (3,323; 25-25-60), “The 
Showdown” (Par.) and Florentine 
singers. Not capacity and ranging 


around three-fourths. 

Grand (2,700; 35-50), “The Circus” 
(U. A.). First time for a second 
run in this house not so good. 


Davis (2,190; 35-50-75). Trixie 
Friganza toplined to a fair draw 
Cameo. No longer filling 600 


seats at 35 and 40, starts as a shoot- 
ing gallery with i5 cents top. 


TACOMA CUTTING DOWN” 


B'way Playing Stage Unit but Half 
Week—“Wild Geese,” $3,400 


Tacoma, April 3. 


(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 
Weather: Rainy 

Better attractions meant im- 
proved biz the past week. At the 
Broadway, Dave Good put in his 
final week as m. c., Oliie Wallace 
coming in for a short stay. Fan- 
chon-Marco presentations will play 
but a half-week at this house, man- 
agement being determined on re- 
trenchment to make ‘Tacoma pay. 
Blue Mouse found a draw in 
“Wild Geese.” Pantages had good 
vaude, and “Wolf Fangs” put more 
life into the party, although ques- 
tionable if the name illured or hurt. 
Rialto found better gate with 

heavily advertised “Chicago.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
Broadway (W. C.) (1,690; 25-50) 


—‘The Big City” (M-G). Lon 
Chaney, as usual, meant some- 
thing. Stage act; $7,500. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-50)—‘Wolf 


Fangs” (Fox). Nice biz; $5,500. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50)—"Wild Geese” (T-S). Bernie's 
band on Vita liked; picture drew 
well; $3,400. 
Rialto (W.'C.) (1,250; 25-40)— 
25) — 


“Chicago” (Pathe); $2,250. 
Colonial (W. C.) (850; 
“Streets of Shanghai” (T-S) first 
half and “Let ‘Er Go, Gallagher” 
(Pathe) second half; $1,200. 


PATSY’ OUTRUNS ‘DOVE’ 
$27,000 TO $24,000 
But Warfield Had Good Stage 


Bill, Too—“Enemy”’ Off, 
$14,000 


San Francisco, April 38. 
(Drawing Population, 756,000) 
Weather: Unsettled 


Another week of spotty business, 
Combination of bad breaks held re- 
sponsible for some of the drop. Over 
the week end the town was treated 
to some “very unusual weather” in 
steady downpours which continued 
from Thursday through Tuesday. 
Rain helped on week end, but hurt 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Thursday Dodge hour locally be- 
tween six and seven, the dinner hour 
wasn’t bad. 

One of the surprises was the way 
Marion Davies in “The Patsy” out- 
drew Norma Talmadge in “The 
Dove.” But, in explanation, it must 
be admitted that the Warfield show 
was one of the best all-round en- 
tertainments offered hereabouts in 
months. No records were broken 
but it was healthy business. 

Beery-Hatton combinatio.i .¢ the 
St. Francis didn’t fare so well, while 
the California was a distinct dis- 
appointment with “The Enemy.” 
California has been in a rut for the 
past three or four weeks. At the 
Embassy, where “The Jazz Singer” 
is now in its eighth week, business 
was more than satisfying. Seventh 
week ran just about $50 under $13,- 
000. Jolson picture is assured an- 
other four weeks, a total of 11, 
making it the longest run picture on 
Market street on a grind basis. 

“EN-Eli’ at the Capitel, with 
Alice Gentle (soprano) appearing on 
the stage in concert, was an out- 
and-out flop. Opened Saturday on 
a two-a-day basis, at $1 top, but 
Tuesday switched to an all-day 
grind with the gate lowered to 50 
cents. Even this didn’t help and the 
revenue was very disappointing. 

Another failure was “The Road 
To Ruin,” sex propaganda picture, 
which didn’t mean much to the so- 
phisticated bunch. Plenty of en- 
dorsements from women’s clubs and 
the like, but trade was not encour- 
aging. Will be yanked at the end 
of second week. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Warfield—“‘The Patsy” (M-G) (2,- 
672; 35-50-65-90). Handed out real 
entertainment program and house 
led the town at $27,000; nice profit; 
Movietone helped revenue. 

Granada—“The Dove” (U. A.) (2,- 
785; 35-50-65-90). Norma  Tal- 
madge’s first appearance on the 
screen in months, but public didn’t 
display any too much interest; at 
around $24,000, nothing to brag 
about. 

St. Francis—“Partners In Crime” 
(Par.) (1,375; 35-65-90). Opening 
week a disappointment for this one. 
but showed nice profit; near $14,000 
on first week. 

California—“The Enemy” (M-G) 
(2,200; 35-65-90). Another disap- 
pointing week for run house, making 
three in a row; picture failed to 
click; $14,000 considered poor. 

Embassy—“Jazz Singer” and Vita 
(W. B.) (1,367; 50-65-90). Breaking 


figured to run through April; 
enth week at $13,000 immense. 

Imperial--—-( Markowitz) “The Road 
to Ruin” (Broughton) (1,400; 25-50). 


sev- 


Preachment against promiscuous 
loving and living; film drew some 
of the curious, but business to the 
j bad; lucky to reach $5,900; Jack 
{| Brehany, originally named as the 
presenter, withdrew his connection 
after fourth day. j 


“WILD GEESE,” $7,100, 
SEATTLE’S BIG HIT 


“Red Hair’ Got $20,000 for 
New Seattle—‘*Ramona” 
Opened Well, $9,000 


Seattle, April 3. 
(Drawing Pop., 475,000) 
Weather: Unsettled 

Business at the picture emporiums 
sailed along to a fair gate last week, 
considering the competition among 
the local houses. The new Seattle 
is going to be a tough problem fora 
while. House had “Red H: ‘r”’ and 
Publix’s “Hands Up,” opened big, 
but took a slip for the balance of 
the week. Fifth Avenue went strong 
on plugging “Chicago,” first De 
Mille picture to play the house in 
months, and as a result showed an 
improvement over past low weeks. 
Fanchon and Marco's “Circus Idea” 
did not seem to mean a thing as far 
as gate was concerned. 

United Artists, with “Ramona,” in 
for a run, clicked to good crowds. 
Blue Mouse” lined them up for 
blocks with Tiffany-Stahl's “Wild 
yeese” and an excellent Vita pro- 
gram. House seems to be clicking 
to good returns, regardless of the 
big capacity houses. Columbia was 
a bit better than average with Earl 
Gray’s orchestra and “Love Me and 
the World Is Mine.” Gray's orches- 
tra was the real attraction. 

Orpheum, with a brand new policy 
of continuous performances, failed 
to show any big returns, although it 
had a strong bill. This house will 
keep oven throughout the summer, 
according reports. Pantages’ 
business has been completely off for 
months. Last week house improved 
with “Come to My House” as film, 
but with the vaude responsible, 

Eddie Peabody opened at the 
Fifth Avenue Friday for four weeks, 
and Rube Wolf is announced as his 
successor. Ollie Wallace, organist 
and m. ce. at the Fifth Avenue, is 
again being shifted to the Broadway, 
Tacoma. 

John Hamrick, owner of the Blue 
Mouse circuit, is still in Los An- 
geles. Hamrick’s franchise with 
Warner Brothers is understood to 
be nearing its end. George Marion, 
auditor of the string, is occupying 
Hamrick’s chair at present. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (Publix-W. C.) (3,100; 26- 
60)—“Red (Par). Picture 
main card, as “Hands Up” (unit) 
nothing to brag about; Jules Buf- 
fano, m. c., and Ron and Don, or- 
ganists, popular with patrons; 
$20,000. 

Fifth Avenue (W. C.) (2,400; 26- 
60)—“Chicago” (Pathe). House 
went the works on advertising; 
“Circus Days,” presentation, a flop; 
$14,000. 

United Artists (W. C.-U. A.)— 
“Ramona” (U. A.). Opened to big 
crowds; “Speedy” and “Patent 
Leather Kid” following on runs; 
$9,000. 

Orpheum (Orph) (2,700; 25-50)— 
“Shield of Honor” (U). House will 


have to do plenty of missionary 
work before new grind policy 
catches on; $10,200. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
75)—“Wild Geese” (T-S). House 
had one of biggest opening crowds 


for months, many being turned 
away: Vita acts okay; $7,100. 
Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-50)— 


“Love Me and the Vorld Is Mine” 
(U.). Picture a distinct flop; ma- 
jority of biz brought to house by 
Earl Gray’s orchestra, very popular 
here; $4,800. 

Pantages (1,550; 25-65)—"“Come to 


My House” (Fox). 3usiness took 
upward slant: Dewey and Goldie 
Revue and Ray Hughes on stage 


helned considerably; $7.300. 

President (Duffy) (1,659; 25-$1)— 
“Madame xX.” Arthur Frahm, at 
present manager of Duffy’s Music 
Box. Portland, succeeds Bill Mce- 
Curdy here, who in turn leaves to 
organize a new company at the 
Vancouver theatre, which Duffy has 
leased from Orpheum for six 
months: “Madame X” got $4,900. 

Metropolitan (Klaw-Erlanger) (1,- 
700; 50-$2.75)—“Broadway.” Play 
given a heavy ballvhoo and cashed 
in for plenty of sheckles. 


Sapene’s Foreign Buys 


Jean Sapene, French film producer 
who led the demand for restrictions 
against American pictures in France, 
has bought a producing company in 
Germany for a sum running over 
$300,000. He is now negotiating for 
the purchase of a producing com- 
pany in England. 

On account of the German and 
English quota restrictions recently 
i put into force, it is reported Sapene 
| finds himself obliged to produce in 


all previous records for longevity; | two other countries in order to get 


‘his French pictures in. 


H Claire Windsor’s “Price” 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Claire Windsor, sereen actress, is 
rehearsing a sketch called “What 
| Price Happiness.” 

' Jt will have a tryout for Orpheum 
| Circuit at Long Beach next week. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


STATE AND MET $500 APART 
FIRST PUBLIX UNIT HITS 


$25,500 for “Noose” at Loew House—“Sadie” Out 


to $11,300 After 


Neat Run—“Crowd” 


Quits 


After 2d Week to $7,600—-“4 Sons,” $7,100 


Los Angeles, April 38. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,350,000) 
Weather: Rain, Cold and Fair 


Rainy and a following cold spell 
did more damage to the box offices 
than the Dodge hour. The broad- 
cast got the fans to tune in during 
dinner, and though the’ supper 
shows and late matinees were af- 
fected, the picture houses had no 
kick coming on the night shows, as 
trade was about normal, 

Loew's State was to the fore on 
the all around intake. House had 
the first Publix unit, “Merry 
Widow,” at the Metropolitan, 
against Benny Rubin and a wow of 
a Fanchon and Marco stage show. 


“Love and Learn” on the Met's 
screen, With “The Noose” on the 
State. Answer was only $500 dif- 


ference on the week. 

Grauman’s Chinese was the leader 
of the de luxe group, though slip- 
ping $2,000 with “The Circus.” 
“Wings,” in its 11th week, still 
moves along strongly, hopping the 
gross about $500. ‘Four Sons” 
dropped abcut $600 on its seventh 
week at the Carthay Circle and 
goes out in favor of “Street Angel” 
April 8. “Patent Leather Kid,” in 
fourth and final week at the 
Criterion, dropped around $1,100 be- 
low the week before. 

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” with a $5 
opening and plenty of ‘“Oakleys” 
leese for the premiere, looks like 
fovr wecks at the most, and plenty 
of plugging to make it last that 
tin 

. 1die Thompson” bowed out of 
the* United Artists at the end of 
four weeks with a total intake of 
$75,800, the largest gross any pic- 
ture has been able to roll up since 
the house opened. Picture’ got 
around $21,000 for its bit on run. 

“Ramona” off to good start, run- 
ning only $100 behind the first day 
of Swanson opening. Matinee trade 
for this one started off better than 
for “Sadie.” 

“The Crowd” was dispersed off 
the marquis at the end of the sec- 
ond week at the Million Dollar. 
Second week close to $2,000 behind 
the first an out and out “brodie’”’ 
for the house. “Chicago,” at the 
Eeyptian, did fairly, but not as 
good expected. “Shield of 
Honor” was none too strong for the 
Boulevard, dropping around $300 
below predecessor. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.), “The 
Circus” (U. A.) (1,958; 50-$1.50). 
Yor 10th week, with aid of out-of- 
town excursions, $19,000, great. 


Carthay’ Circle (Miller-W.C.), 
“Pour Sons” (Fox) (50-$1.50). 
Seventh week little below corre- 


sponding period for “Sunrise,” sur- 
prisingly good for end of Lenten 
season; even $7,100. 

Biltmore (Erlanger), “Wings” 
(Par.) (1,661; 50-$2.20). Remark- 
ably well in 11th stanza; picked up 
over week before getting $16,800. 

Criterion (W. C.), “Patent Leather 


Kia” (8. WN.) (1,600; 50-$1.50). 
Fourth and final week nothing to 
rave ahout: however, house did not 


go into red with just over $6,000. 
Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew), “The 
Noose” (F. N.) (2.200; 25-99). Very 
good week with Benny Rubin, new 
m. c., liked, and gross showing in- 
crease of $2,000 above final Peabody 
week with a Marion Davies plugged 
picture on screen: around $25,500. 


Metropolitan (W. C.-Pub.), “Love 
and Learn” (Par.) (3.595: 25-75). 
Publix unit, “The Merry Widow,” 


counted upon more than screen at- 


traction; show did not startle at 
around $25,000. 

Million Dollar (W. C.-Pub.), “The 
Crowd” (M.-G.) (2,200: 25-99). 
Could not see this one from the 
start here; bowed out at end of 
second week to $7,600. 

United Artists A.), “Sadie 


Thomnson” (U. A.) (2.100: 
3est house has had from b. o. 
standpoint; $11,300 on fourth and 
final week. 

Boulevard (W. C.) “Shield of 
Honor” (U.) (2,164; 25-50). Draw- 
ing power of Neil Hamilton helped; 
$7,600. 

Eayptian (W. C.-U. A.,), 
cago” (Pathe) (1,800; 25-75). 
all right at $8,200. 


so *hi- 
Just 


BELL DOING KING’S FILM 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

When Fox signed George Beldan 
as its new western star, replacing 
Rex King, the studio changed his 
name to Rex Bell. Production on 
Bell’s first starring picture was 
started with the same supporting 
cast for King. 

Title, “Wild West Romance,” will 
be retained and R. L. Hough is di- 
recting. 


ALL TORONTO, $43,000; 
‘ENEMY’ A BUST, $6,600 


Boys Starting to Tear Hair— 
Loew’s $11,500 Off, but 
Leads the Town 


Toronto, April 23. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000). 
Weather: Stormy, unsettled 
With the combined gross for main 
street flicker houses under $43,000, 
the guys are starting to tear hair 
up here. The toboggan grabbed 
everything in sight even with such 
names as Jannings, Negri, Pickford, 
Gish and Davies. Coliseum drew 


more dough in one night than the 
two leading film houses could show 
for a week, and at that they had 
nothing but pork and bean fights. 
“The Enemy” proved the biggest 
flop of the season. The Gish sob at 
the Uptown got something under 
$7,000. “Red Hair’ opened to good 
biz Saturday but had them grum- 
bling and yawning on the way out. 
Stage show here showing great sim- 
ilarity from week to week. Jack 
Arthur, manager, supplied Leonidoff 
and Rogge to the Roxy, New York, 
and this week Roxy supplies the 
costumes to Jack’s dance revue. 
Ufa's “Passion” finally came in 
and drew plenty of raves but a 
shortage of cash to Pantages. This 
one was barred when first imported 
and was just over $11,000 this time. 
Supporting show well  belanced 
“Square Crooks” looked to have no 
chance at the Hippodrome, with 
critics deciding it had no right in a 
full week house. Result was almost 
up to average at $9,000, most of the 
credit going to stage show. 
Tom Daley grabbed $5,400 for the 
second week of “Legion of Con- 
demned,” which puts the fortnight 
for this one in the real money class 
at nearly $15,000. 
Tivoli and Uptown try an experi- 
ment next week when these two Par. 
houses both play Harold Lloyd’s 
“Speedy.” Two miles apart and giv- 
ing an entirely different type of sur- 
rounding program, the wise guys 
feel the day and date experiment 
will be a b. o. tonic. 
Marion Davies was the town’s top 
at Loew’s, but it only took $11,500 
to get there. Forty out of 52 weeks 
in the year the Loew house leads the 
parade up here. 
With “Carry On, Sergeant,” all- 
Canadian effort of Captain Bruce 
Bairnsfather to be released next 
month, a ballyhoo is being smoked 
up in the dailies. Regardless of its 
merits this picture will draw big 
here. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Loew’s (2,300; 30-60)—‘Quality 
| Street” (M-G). At $11,500 well in 


front of the town although below 
average gross; short films at this 


house now among best in city. 

Pantages (3,400; 30-60)— 
“Passion” (Ufa). Should have done 
better than $11,000; rest of show 
well balanced. 

Hip (FP) (2,600; 30-60)—"“Square 
Crooks” (Ifox). Surprised by doing 
$9,000; vaude good. 

Uptown (FP) (3,000; 30-60)—“The 
Enemy” (M-G). One of worst flops 
of season at $6,600; Lillian Gish less 
than zero here on last three pictures. 

Tivoli (FP) (1,400; 30-60)—‘Le- 
gion of the Condemned” (Par). A 
bright spot at $5,500 on second week. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ben Lyon. 
“Skeets” Gallagher. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Otto H. Kahn, 
James I. Bush. 
David Gray. 
Beverly Nichols. 
Ivy Lee. 

Rudolph Kommer. 
Maj. James Vincent. 
Jimmy Grainger. 
Ramon Novarro 
Hobart Henley 
Pegsy Hope 
Clarence Nordstrom 
Bert Levey (actor) 
Edmund Goulding 
Count Tolstoi 
Buster Keaton 
Edward Sedgwick 
Marceline Day 


A GOOD WAY 


Baltimore’s Premier Summer Din- 
ing and Dancing Place is insuring 
a large attendance and profitable 
patronage by engaging a MEYER 
DAVIS ORCHESTRA for the season. 
THE SUMMIT, as many other 
establishments, have found Meyer 
Davis Orchestras a splendid invest- 
ment, They’re always so dependable. 


Oriental and B’way Break 
Even at $11,000 in P’tl’d. 


Portland, Ore., April 3. 


With Movietone installed the Hol- 
lywood, suburban house under West 
Coast operation, did $5,000 in the 
first week to a 35c. scale. 

Otherwise film business quiet last 
week, with Tibbetts’ Oriental drop- 
ping to $11,000, the same amount 
taken in by West Coast’s Broad- 
way. “Red Hair,” at the new Port- 
land (Publix-W. C),. held that house 
to its customary figure since open- 


ing. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Portland (Publix-Loew) (3,500; 
35 to 60). Clara Bow scored well in 
“Red Hair.” Alex Hyde band. Rus- 
sian Revels” road show. $20,000. 
Broadway (W. C.) (2,000; 25 to 
60). Greta Garbo strong in “Divine 
Woman.” Fanchon & Marco stage 
revue. $11,000. 

Oriental (Tibbetts) (2,700; 25 to 
35) “The Main Event.” Katherine 
Laidlaw’s ballet. Josef Strodka and 
orchestra. A strong program. $11,000. 
Liberty (W. C.) (2,000; 35 to 50). 
Will King revue does much to build 
show. Film is Hoot Gibson’s “Trick 
of Hearts.” $5,500. 
Rivoli (Parker-W. C.) (1,200; 35 
to 50). Second week of “Student 
Prince.” Salvatore Santaella and 
concert orchestra. Good program, 
being well received. $6,000. 
Columbia (U.) (35 to 50). ‘Love 
Me and World Is Mine.” Sampietro 
and orchestra with Nadj Rossetti, 
soprano, in appropriate concert 
based on old Vienna theme. $5,000. 
Heilig (Heilig) (2,000; 50 to $2.50). 
Moroni Olsen rep company in “‘Can- 
dida” for two days. Very popular 
troupe. 
Pantages (Pan.) (2,000; 35 to 50). 
Jack De Sylva’s Nite Club and 
vaude. $15,000. 

Music Box, Henry Duffy Players 
(1,300; 25 to 75) “Three Wise Fools” 
connected big. 


CAN’T STIR BUFFALO UP 


“Ironsides,” $24,900—Hipp Alone in 
Showing Some Action Under $15,000 


suffalo, April 3. 
(Drawing Population, 590,000) 
Weather: Fair and Storms 


SJottom appears to be out of the 
picture business as completely as 
within recent years. Grosses have 
been on bottom for weeks. Al- 
though Lent is being blamed for 
the slump, it is apparent that there 
is much more than this in the wind. 
The general depression, together 
with widespread unemployment, is 
taking heavy toll. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Buffalo (3,600; 30-40-65)—“Old 
Tronsides” (Par) and “Pagoda 
Land.” Second run following film’s 


$2 showing here early in season; 
failed to produce much; good show, 
but $24,900. 


Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50)—‘Col- 
lege” (U. A.) and vaude. Only 
house in town that showed signs 
of life; receipts bettered previous 


week by a couple of thousand; Iu- 
gene O’Brien heading vaude in per- 
son, credited with the additional 
business; under $15,000. 

Great Lakes (lox) (3,400; 35-50) 
—‘Alias the Deacon” (Fox) and 
vaude. House has been in the red 


'for weeks; strong on vaude pro- 
xrams but competition is hurting; 
around $11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) — “Smart Set” 
(M-G) and vaude. Takings have 
been up and down here the past 


tew weeks; last week about even; 
under $10,500. 

Lafayette (Indie) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“Silk Stockings” (U) and vaude- 
ville. House has heen adding acts, 
using 10 week before last and eight 
last week; results have been 
, noticeable, takings jumping from 
last week 


/around $8,000 to $10,000; 
'maybe over $9,000. 


“CIRCUS,” $29,700, BOSTON 


Good Week for State—Met Still Off 
at $33,000 with Bebe 


Boston, April 8, 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Loew’s State has charted a steady 
rise for weeks and reached a peak 
this past week with “The Circus,” 
Stage show included Signor Fris- 
coe’s Band and Wilson Sisters and 
Washburn. Stage show was negli- 
gible as a drawing card, Picture 
collected $29,700 for the week. Pre- 
vious week Silver Masked Tenor, 
Goodrich Band and “Sadie Thomp- 
son” did $26,000, and Ruth Elder 
hit $25,000. No house in Boston 
has done such business in Lent. 

Metropolitan found the going 
pretty tough, same as_ previous 
week. Gross of $33,000 with “Feel 
My Pulse” and “Rio Romance.” 
House has been in one of those 
periodic slumps, “Quality Street” 
and vaude, at the Orpheum, came 
in for some Easter shopping trade 
and grossed $20,000. 

“Jazz Singer,” at the Modern and 
Beacon, is now in the seventh and 
last week. First five went big, but 
grosses have dropped a bit since. 
Exceptional run for these houses. 
“Gateway of the Moon” (Fox), at 
the new Boston, vaude played to 
good houses and “Chicago After 
Midnight” (FBO), playing the Scol- 
lay Square Olympic, brought no 
complaints. Double bills at the 
Fenway with mid-week change saw 
good gates. “Sporting Goods” and 
“Doomsday” for first half; “Chi- 
eago After Midnight” and “Soft 
Living” last half. 

Estimates for Last Week . 

Metropolitan (Publix) (4,000; 50- 
60)—“‘Feel My Pulse” (Par). House 
has fallen off badly and needs a 
doctor to feel its pulse; last week, 


$33,000. 

State (3,500; 35-50)—“The Cir- 

cus” (U. A.). Knockout for Back 
Bay house; Chaplin premiere a 
peak week at $29,700. 
Orpheum (3,500; 35-50)—“Quality 
Street” (M-G) and vaude. Down- 
town store business heavy and the- 
atre in proportion; $20,000. 


“Patsy” Got $2,200 
At Newman in K. C. 


Kansas City, April 3. 
(Drawing Pop., 700,000) 

Weather: Unsettied and Fair 

Managers are glad March is Over 
and that Lent is nearing its end. 
Business has been in a decided 
slump. Opposition also has been 
heavy, with bowling tournaments, 
basketball meets and industrial 
shows. 

Last week ran true to form. 
Spring weather almost wrecked the 
Saturday-Sunday openings; then 
the temperature dropped, and the 
sudden change kept ’em all home. 
Only break was the storm Thurs- 
day night during the Dodge hour, 
managers agreeing that the weather 
would have kept the fans home 
anyway. 

Midland had “Sadie Thompson,” 
and the picture drew better than 
several predecessors, although not 
as well as was expected. Starting 
yesterday, house went back to 
Saturday openings. Other Loew 
house, the Newman, will commence 
a new policy of two bills a week, 
Saturday and Wednesday openings, 
next week. Prices remain the same. 
The Liberty, independent, has also 
announced a new policy of double 
bills, and is offering “The Siren” 
and a revival of “A Connecticut 
Yankee” this week. 

Jack Sidney, m. c. at the Midland 
for 20 weeks, has been succeeded 
by Joe Kay, and Billy Wright has 
replaced Art Hayes at the organ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—‘Sadie Thomp- 
son” (U. A.) (4,000; 25-35-50). 
Papers called picture most impor- 
tant screen event of the week; 
stage show, “Happy-Go-Lucky,” 
while not exceptionally strong, 
offered good entertainment; busi- 
ness better than preceding week, 
but bel w expectations; $19,000. 

Mainstreet (Orpheum)—‘“‘Burning 
Daylight” (F. N.) (3,200; 25-50). 
Milton Sills a here to many Main- 
street regulars and credited for a 
good share of the draw; stage show 
okay; suffered on Sunday opening, 
but balance of week fairly steady; 
$12,000. 

Newman (Loew)—“The Patsy” 
(M-G) (1,890; 25-35). While local 
papers have never been able to see 
Marion Davies, critics did an about- 
face on this one; Saturday’s open- 
ing best for weeks, which helped 
total; $2,200. 

Liberty (Indie)—“Patent Leather 
Kid” (F. N.) (1,000; 25-35). Second 
week for Barthelmess at this house; 
film now goes to the suburbans; 
two weeks’ stay, being second run 
downtown, did not get the money 
expected; $1,400, 

Pantages—‘‘Square Crooks” (Fox) 
(2,200; 25-50). Lots of laughs and 
regulars like it; Pan's $1,000 vocal 
contest brought out four contes- 
tants; $6,800. 

Orpheum presented “A Blonde 
for a Night” and the Globe gave 
two pictures, “Turkish Delight” and 
“Nobody's Widow,” in addition to 
“A Distinguished Lady” by the 
Bridge Players. Uptown’s split 
week was “Love Me and the World 
Is Mine” and “Thanks for the 


Ride.” 


ACTS HELP STANLEY 
AND FOX HOLD UP 


$30,000 and $26,000—‘Show- 
down’ Disappoints, $5,500 
—‘Gaucho,’ $14,500 


Philadelphia, April 3. 

Business went up a peg last week, 
but not to so high a level as that 
of three weeks ago when the wise- 
acres were dumfounded at the 
spurt. Stanley and Fox both had 
special presentations and they cere 
tainly helped to bolster. 

Van and Schenck, at the Stanley, 
are always good drawing cards, al- 
though “The Diven Woman” was 
generally panned. However, Greta 
Garbo has a definite following here 
now. Combination pulled around 
$30,000, a $3,000 gain over the pre- 
vious week, Fox had Ted Lewis in 
connection with “Why Sailors Go 
Wrong.” Lewis helped, but the best 
that could be done was $26,000. 


Run houses were okay. “Wings,” 
with only two more weeks to run, 
got $13,000, all right fer Lent. 
“When a Man Loves” is reported 
as following with continuous show- 
ings at pop prices. After that, 
house will probably close for the 
summer. 

Stanton started off well, but not 
exceptionally, with “The Gaucho.” 
Business could have been better, 
and has been for other Fairbanks’ 
pictures, but $14,500 was satisface- 
tory. “Gaucho’s” run will depend 
on how it comes back Easter week. 
Four weeks looks like an outside 
estimate, “The Showdown” was a 
disappointment at the Karlton, both 
in notices and business. Gross was 
$5,500, and it hardly looks as if it 
ean stick after this weck. Attend- 
ance didn’t compare to that done 
by “The Circus” and “Love,” which 
shows the Karlton needs the very 
strongest offerings to continue its 
long run, high price policy. 

At the Fox-Locust “Four Sons” 
was off to $12,500, but that was 
claimed all that was expected for 
this time. If it comes back with 
the end of Lent, sentimental film 
may run well into May and close 
the house for the season. Four more 
weeks looks logical right now. Ar- 
ecadia got $3,000 with the second 
and final week of “West Point.” 

This week’s layout is promising. 
The Stanley seems due for a big 
week with “Her Wild Oat’; Colleen 
Moore is a draw in Philly, and War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians. Fox advere- 
tised Buster West this week, but 
Buster walked off Monday night. He 
is reported having a bum leg, but 
really understood to be dissatisfied 
at the presentation racket. Waring 
bunch hold over at the Stanley next 
week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—‘“The 
Divine Woman” (M-G). Picture not 
highly praised, but Greta Garbo has 
good following here; Van and 
Schenck the real draws; $30,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“The 
Gaucho” (U. A., first week). Fair- 
banks picture started nicely; $14,500. 

Aldine (1,500; $2)—‘“Wings” (Par, 


” 


18th week). Considered okay at 
$13,000. May stay longer than 
April 21. 


Arcadia (800; 50)—‘West Point” 


(M-G). Second week off to $3.000. 
Karlton (1,100; 50-75)—"The 
Showdown” (Par, ist week). Not 


anywhere near up to averages set by 
“Love” and “The Circus’; reported 
at $5,500. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65) 
Sons” (Fox, 4th week). 
$12,500 last week and should come 
back strong enough after Lent to 
give it at least another month. 

Fox (3,000; 99})—“Why Sailors Go 
Wrong” (Fox). Ordinary program 
picture didn’t mean a thing; Ted 
Lewis and band saved the week to 
some extent; $26,000. 


“Talking” Stock Issue 
Licensed in N. Y. 


Albany, April 3. 

Talking pictures have reached the 
stage where brokerage houses can 
exploit stock in New York state of 
concerns manufacturing them. 

Pan-American Securities Corpora- 
tion, 55 West 42nd street, New York 
City, has been licensed by the Sec- 
retary of State to handle an issue of 
common stock of Talking Film Cor- 
poration. It is a Delaware company 
with New York offices at the same 
address. 

Data filed with Secretary of State 
in accordance with provision of Gen- 
eral Business Law is designed to 
protect the public in sale of stocks. 


-*Four 
Around 


Henry Dreyfuss Due 
Henry Dreyfuss, formerly art di- 
rector of the Mark Strand, New 
York, returns April 10 on the 
‘France’ from @ two months’ Eu- 
ropean vacation trip. 
Dreyfuss has since afficiated with 


the Fox circuit of picture houses. 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 9 


(Reports from Variety’s corre- 
spondents of effect on theatres of 
the Dodge Brothers’ special Radio 
hour with picture stars on the air 
Thursday night (March 29). 


Consensus of the report is that 
the hour held little opposition to the 
box-office, with bad weather at 
many points proving more costly. 
In the smaller towns, the hour was 
a theatre detractor. 


Installation of loud speakers in 
theatres proved a fair magnet, bui 
audiences almost without ex-certion 
preferred regular performance.) 


New York-Broadway 


Weather Bad; Cold With Steady 
Drizzle 
A check of Broadway houses at 


around nine Thursday night, as the 
Dodge Hour started in New York, 
found: 

9 sharp—at 
2d week): 

Orchestr:, two-thirds full: 
eony, one-half. 

8:59—at Paramount (Red Hair”; 
Clara Bow): 

Orchestra, lobby, 
balcony, c:pacity; loges, capacity. 

9:14—at Roxy (“Jazz Singer”: 
Vitaphone): 

Orchestra and balcony, standing; 
loges, capacity. 

9:09—at Capitol 
Chaney): 

Orchestra, three-quarters; 
eony, one-half;.loges, capacity. 

9—at Rivoli (“Gaucho"; Fair- 
banks): 

Orchestra, two-thirds; balcony. 
one-fifth; loges, one-half full. 

8:55—at Rialto (“Legion Con- 
demned”’): 

Orchestra, one-third; balcony, 
one-half: loges, two-thirds full. 

No broadcast or loud speaker em- 
Ployed in any of above theatres. 
Strand thought of using loud speak- 
ers, having theatre equipped, but 
decided interest had not evidenced 
itself sufficiently in radio special 
hour to warrant effort and adver- 
tising. 

New York nefghborhood houses 
elaim were only slightly affected by 
the radio hookup, and owners were 
more inclined to attribute the dif- 
ference in grosses to the _ bad 
weather Thursday. 

Reports from neighborhood terri- 
tory, New Jersey, Staten Island, etc,, 
are that business was way off Thurs- 
day night. Report on twelve houses, 
operated by two men, correspond on 
this. Big drop in business Thurs- 
day, which mznagers are unable to 
otherwise explain. 

Demonstrations occurred at some 
small art theatres trying loud speak- 
ers. The radio had to be shut off 
and some money was refunded. 


(“Noose”; 


Strand 


bal- 


stand out; 


(“Big city’: 


bal- 


“Bird” in Boston 
Boston. 

The most marked event theatri- 
eally about the Dodge hour Thurs- 
day was the bird given at the State. 
Otherwise the night, normally light, 
Was about as usual. 

State heavily advertised a loud 
speaker After 10 minutes of the 
coast colony stuff, the extra big 
audience started the razz, and the 
theatre had to switch back to the 
regular performance. 


Baltimore Biz Hurt 
Baltimore, Md. 
The Valencia and Parkway were 
hooked up with the Dodge broad- 
cast. These are Loew- United 
Artists houses. Other houses had 
nothing to offer the radio fans, ex- 
pected to suffer in consequence and 
did. The two theatres in the hook- 
up offset the drop that would have 
been inevitable had the hook-up 
not been the extra-added. The 
audiences’ reaction to the radio- 
picture tie-up was something else. 
Radio quality excellent. 
The consensus of opinion here is 
that it was a mistake to take the 
Public behind the Hollywood scenes 
and let them listen to entertainers 
= talents are essentially vis- 
The D. B. program did hit the 
©. a wallop, both picture and legit, 


HOUR 


THEATRES 


— 


but the reaction will make it far 
easier for the exhibitors next time. 


Denver Placid 
Denver. 

Dodge broadcast but slightly felt 
here. 

No theatre advertised nor used 
loud speaker for special air event. 

Program listened to by thousands 
here, 


Frisco Not Interested 
San Francisco. 

Downtown picture houses were 
little, if any, affected by the Dodge 
radio program Thursday night. Few 
of the neighborhood houses suf- 
fered. On the other hand, a num- 
ber of the smaller residential dis- 
trict picture houses that installed 
loud speakers and broadcast the 
program were little benefited in the 
way of increased attendance, 

The program was broadcast here 
between 6 and 7, customary dinner 
hour, when most theatre patrons are 
home anyway. The supper hour 
crowds were about normal to slightly 
off on Market street. In the neigh- 
borhoods a few of the houses open 
at 6, but mostly around 7. None of 
the downtown first-run houses in- 
stalled loud speakers, or in any way 
took cognizance of the broadcast, 


in Rochester 
Rochester, April 3. 

Dodge's movie star broadcast had 
no effect on local theatre attendance 
and where reproduced on a theatre 
stage, it was a disti:zct flop. At the 
Rochester, the only house that in- 
stalled loud speakers, a heavy 
ballyhoo on the feature failed to 
draw extraordinary attendance and 
was a frost as entertainment. 

The half-hour talk of Edward G. 
Wilmer, president of the Dodge 
Co., explaining how good his new 
standard six model was, was 
greeted with moans and boos. Be- 
fore the program was finished with 
Douglas Fairbanks’ address, the 
whole thing was yanked by switch- 
ing off the power. As the regular 
program resumed the audience 
seemed happier. 

Local managers say they have no 
fear of radio events of this char- 
acter. 


Bust 


Okla City Off 25 Per cent. 
Oklahoma City. 
Film house attendance was off 
about 25 per cent. Thursday eve- 
ning. which may have been due to 


the broadcast or to the _ cold 
weather. 
No local house reproduced the 


film star air program. 
Even Break in K. C. 
Kansas City. 

Show business during the Dodge 
Radio Hour was off at least 50 per 
cent. Night was stormy, which 
may have had its effect. Dodge 
program rebroadcast here and got 
publicity at 8 to 9 p. m. Kansas 
City time, it was just when the 
shows were starting. 

A number of the leading sub- 
urban houses put in loud speakers 
and advertised the program strong- 
ly but did not better business much. 

None of the downtown houses 
used the program, although the 
Midland installed a receiving set in 
the lounge room. 

Buffalo Didn’t Know 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

The Victory Hour tie-up Thurs- 
day night had no effect whatsoever 
on business at picture houses here. 
None of the local stations carried 
the Dodge tie-up and there was a 
minimum of advertising of the 
feature in the local newspapers, On¢ 
result was that the big majority of 
fans did not even know the hour 
was on. 

None of the local houses Installed 
loud speakers and got a good break, 
due to the fact that the reception 
was so poor Thursday night that 
practically none of the Dodge feat- 
ure was heard here. Outside of 
Whiteman and Fairbanks’ the 
broadcasting was indistinguishable 
and static was so heavy as to make 
the entire program almost inaudible. 


Memphis Flop 
Memphis. 
Dodge Bros. Hour was a flop. 
Loew's State and Loew’s Palace an- 
nounced the program and carried 
ads in the daily papers. But when 
Norma Talmadge began to talk the 


| 


| 


audience’s 
vious they discontinued the pro- 
gram. This also happened at 
Loew's State, only they waited till 
Barrymore was on the air. 

They don't want radio advertising 
stunts mixed with their amuse- 
ments in this burg. 

Detroit Depressed 
Detroit. 

The Dodge-U. A. program had a 
depressing effect on theatre busi- 
ness. The broadcast joined with a 
snowstorm, 

Grosses of the large downtown 
stands went considerably under the 
Thursday average; the lesser out- 
lying houses were hardest hit. 

The United Artists Theatre, only 
downtown place to install a receiv- 
ing set, played to capacity in con- 
trast to surrounding biz. Weather 
conditions caused poor reception., 
audience snickering at the static 
throughout the program. 

Kunsky office reported attendance 
greatly diminished at the Capitol 
and Michigan, presentation thea- 
tres. Thursday showed a dent in 
an otherwise exceptional week at 
the Mich. 

Oriental and State, vaudefilms, 
both off, while K-A’s Temple re- 
ported little under normal. Windsor, 
Ont., reported a great depression, 
as did the smaller nearby Canadian 
towns, The latter were believed 
more soundly walloped than many 
of the townships in this section of 
the States. 

Legits were not noticeably af- 
fected, their business having been 
consistently off anyway. 

Utica, “Never Again” 
Utica, N. Y. 

Local theatres were but little af- 
fected by the Dodge hour. Recep- 
tion here was terrible, with WJZ 
static-loaded, same for KDKA. Some 
sets brought the program in clearly 
from Detroit, but even then it was 
a disappointment. 


Early in L. A. 
Los Angeles. 

Dodge Brothers’ hour was early in 
the evening for Los Angeles. The 
neighborhood houses felt it a bit on 
their first shows, but the second 
shows were better on the evening 
than regularly, 

At the downtown houses trade 
was about 25 per cent below regu- 
lar Thursdays with the exception 
of the United Artists. That house, 
having a new picture in, held up 
above normal, 

Reports from outlying towns gave 
business as normal, and in some in- 
stances better. 


Mute in Evansville 
Evansville, Ind. 
Loew's Victory here advertised 
loud speaker and 2,400-seat house 


was near capacity by 8 p.m. But— 
static so bad manager was never 
able to let audience hear. Loud 


speaker in prop room ready to go 


on bellowed and roared all during 
the hour, “Never again,” says 
the manager. Same static condi- 


tions prevailed all over the city. 
Razzed in Chicago Houses 

Chicago. 
Chicago doesn't like radio enter- 
tainment mixed with its 
menus, even if the screen 
themselves are doing the broadcast- 
At Chicago the United Artists’ 
in the Loop, the Lubliner 


celebs 


ing. 


theatre 


and Trinz theatres, scattered in the | 


ncighborhoods, and the Illinois group, 
known as the Great States chain, 
put radio loud-speakers in 
houses to pick up the Dodge radio 
hour. 


In their own theatre United Artists 
by terrific applause. | 
| Showmen present attributed the un- 

popularity to the dryness of the pro- | 


“razzed”’ 


were 


gram and the length of the talks 
during which nothing much of any- 
thing was said that could be termed 
interesting. When the president of 
the Dodge compary went on witha 
lengthy talk about his cars several 
people left the theatre and de- 
manded refunds, Norma Talmadge’s 
talk on fashion was openly razzed. 
They paid some heed to Douglas 
Fairbanks and his chatter about op- 
timism, Olympic games, ete. Paul 
Whiteman’s band on the radio route 
sounded very good. 

Following the talk by Miss Tal- 
madge the audience in the local 
U. A. house went into heavy ap- 
plause and was rewarded by the or- 


chestra drowning out the music and i had 


displeasure was so wl 


the immediate screening of Mary 
Pickford in “My Best Girl.” 

Taiks Were noticeably weak and 
opinion was the hour could have 
been effectively cut to half that 
time, with better registration. 

Practically the sar.ie result was 


reported in other houses trying the 
experiment. 

In Chicago generally, reception of 
the entire program was perfect. 


Wilkes-Barre Dailies Sensible 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Effect of the Dodge radio program 
on local theatres Thursday night 
was to cut down the attendance at 
the legitimate theatre about 25 per 
cent, scmewhat less at the vaude- 
ville house and hit the picture 
houses hard except at the Capitol, 
Which played to capacity with Chap- 
lin “Circus.” 

None of the houses installed loud- 
speakers and there was no adver- 
tising of the radio programs except 
a line in the daily radio programs. 

Local papers refuse to print pro- 
grams er comment on special fea- 
tures except at regular advertising 
rates claiiaing it is discrimination 
: ainst local amusement houses and 
they do not feel disposed to lend 
their columns for free advertising to 
corporations that are able to pay 
thousands of dollars for entertain- 
ers and expect hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars free advertising 
from newspapers. 


Scranton 50 Percent Off 
Scranton, Pa. 
Local showhouses felt keenly the 
effect of the Dodge broadcasting 
Thursday, with business in all of 
the centra] city theatres estimated 
at over 50 percent off. None of the 
theatres installed loud speakers. 


Milwaukee Felt It 
Milwaukee, 
Theatre men of this town knew 
the Dodges were putting on a sec- 
ond big radio night. All they had 
to do was look at the tally sheet. 


Pusiness in the theatres was far off 
and most of it blamed on the radio 
hour. 


movie | 


their | 


Two houses, Brin’s Garden and 
Universal’s Alhambra, advertised 
loud speakers. The Garden has 
Vitaphone. What happened is a 
mystery. A local station was on 
the NBC network and relayed the 
program perfectly, but both theatres 
had to call off the receiving before 
half was over, due to interference. 
High-tension wires in the downtown 
section may have had some bearing 
on the reception. At least, catealls 
and even kicks to the management 
over the squeals and = squawks 
caused the pulling and the picture 
programs continued. 

Hlowever, the houses failed to dis- 
appoint very many patrons, because 
only a few were on hand. The Gar- 
den gross for the night did not ex- 
ceed $400 and the Alhambra not 
}much more, 

As on the first radio night run by 
Dodge, show business was hard hit, 


but the public was not as pleased, 
| from reports, as with the first pro- 
gram, 


| Nothing Either Way 

| Pittsburgh. 

| The radio broadcast Thursday of 
| United Artists stars had no effect 
lon any local theatre, either those 
| broadcasting the entertainment 
jfrom the stage or others. 


Aldine was the only downtown 
jhouse to use a radio on its stage, 
and business, off all week, didn’t 


improve or become worse, although 
the radio program was well adver- 
| tise ad 

Rainy night, with lichtning static 
unloading the coal, impaired recep- 
tion. 

All theatres did the usual business, 


;as compared with other nights of 
the week and the quality of the 
| show, minus the rain, which slack- 


ened attendance, and Lent. 


Portland, Ore., Unchanged 
Portland. 
The Dodge Radio hour came in 
here Thursday between six and 
seven, not affecting theatres. 
Universal got the best of it by 


using loud speakers in nine neigh- 
borhood houses, 


Springfield 
Springfield, Maas, 
Only one house, the Broadway | 


(films), reported the Victory Hour | 
serious effect on  bisiness. 


Wednesday and big, 
but Thursday off. 

Neighborhood houses reported no 
effect. No local tieups. 


Vita Outpulls Radio 
Houston, Tex. 
Loew's State was only house 
here to loud-speaker the Dodge 
radio event and found it puHed no 


Friday were 


business. The Kirby, with Vita- 
phone, did better gross than day 
before, while Metropolitan, Publix 


de luxe, remained unchanged in 
b. o. total. Majestic (Interstate) 
felt the competition slightly, while 
the stock company at the Palace 
was noticeably affected. 

The town is unanimous that the 
Dodge radio program was dull en- 
tertainment. 


Toledo’s Terrible Weather 
Toledo, April 3. 
Loew's Valentine reproduced Vic- 
tory Hour program, only house here 
to tune in. 
All houses did average business 
considering the terrible weather, 
Albany Burlesque Off 
Albany, N. Y. 
Dodge 3rothers Victory Hour 
Thursday did not interfere with the 
theatres here, according to reports. 
The local burlesque felt drop. 
Neighborhood houses had 
slight falling off. Thursday night 
is the poorest night for show busi- 
ness in Albany. 


Des Moines Figuring 
Des Moines. 

Attendance Thursday evening cut 
by storm and rough weather any- 
how, making it difficult to figure 
effect upon attendance of Dodge 
radio hour. Managers freely ad- 
mitted it was a great night for 
slippers, fireside and the dials. 

Burton Holmes, with travel lec- 
ture, drew a good crowd to the 
Shrine Temple, competition that 
would under the best circumstances 
have reduced local patronage at the 
regular theatres. 

No one of the theatres reproduced 
the Victory Hour. 

Cincinnati B. O. Hurt 
Cincinnati. 

Both downtown and _= suburban 
picture theatres suffered during the 
Dodge Bros, broadcast, which was 


linked with local station. On the 
contrary Shubert, Grand (legit), 
and Empress (burlesque), did one 


of the best grosses of the week in 
spite of the rain. 

Severe electrical storm raged and 
static interfered with reception. 
Radio editors of dailies were unan- 
imous in stamping the ether fea- 
ture as a flop. In their opinion 
more fans heard other radio fea- 
tures such as Tunney-Dempsey 
fight, world series and autumn foot- 
ball games. 

Vaude and film 
were unable to weigh 
influence of storm and air programm 


house managers 


comparative 


Bad Weather in Topeka 
Topeks 
It was cold and snow was fill 
Thursday evening, giving the Do: 
hour every chance to cut into thea- 


tre patronage. Picture houses were 
thinly attended in the early eve- 
nings, as they would have been in 
any event in such weather. 
Vaudeville theatres did about 
two-thirds normal. No 
ltre tuned in for stage reproduc- 
ition of the air stuff. 
Ogden Has No Kick 
Ogden, |! h 
More than half local theat in- 
lstalled loud speakers on stages for 
Dodge Victory hour. Weat} was 
terrible, but house manage ex- 
press belief radio feature helped 


business. 
Newark Weather 
Newark, N. J. 


Any caleulation of the aniount 
of the cut into attendance Thurs- 
day night by the Dodge HFiour is 
complicated by the fact it rained 
that night. It is the general opine 
ion there was no drop dow: town, 
One house was better Th lay 


than Friday, although the r:verse 
is usually true. 

The neizhborhood houses are bhe- 
lieved to have suffered a little. No 
house advertised a loud spe 
There was an unusual det 


comment on the big feature. 
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VARIETY 


REPRISAL TALKED AGAINST 


FRENCH SEVERE 


All French Matter or Reference Might Be Deleted 


from American Pictures—Have Done Much to 


Help Tourist Trade in 


France 


a 


At a meeting of the foreign} Fawn Gray Now Wants 


managers held last week, plans 
were approved for Wiil H. Hays’ 
procedure abroad in relation to the 
proposed French restrictive laws 
governing American films. 


Hays, arrived in Paris over the 
week-end, is to call on E. Herriot, 
Minister of Public Instruction, who 
has so far refused to sign the de- 
cree appointing the commission of 
32 supervisors to decide on the 
number and classification of Ameri- 
can pictures to be admitted into 
France annually. 

Reports received here are that 
Herriot has received unofficial ad- 
vice from the U. S. Embassy in 
Paris to the effect that a careful 
investigation of the proposed meas- 
ure would be deemed advisable. 
Any such notification from U. S. 
officials abroad must have been 
made unofficially since the Embassy 
is not empowered to protest until 
a law has been adopted and passed. 


Hays is unable to effect any com- 
promise, it is understood, with re- 
gard to acceptance of French films 
for distribution in America. Amer- 
fean producers cannot afford to 
spend $1,000,000 itn France for 
French films since American film 
distribution in France, on the total, 
registers a loss rather than a profit 
on the year. 

Not more than two American dis- 
tributors are making a profit on 
their French releases, according to 
figures available, and this profit is 
small. The other distributors are 
satisfied to cover costs, and even 
to accept a loss. 

France has been used by Ameri- 
ean producers and distributors as 
the show window for American pic- 
tures. On the strength of popu- 
larity in France, distributors have 
been able to sell product more 
easily throughout Europe, exclud- 
ing Germany. 

In New York the impression 
among the foreign managers is that 
since it will be impossible to spend 
$1,000,000 a year for French films, 
it will become necessary for most 
of the distributors to withdraw 
from France and set up Vienna, 
Nice, Brussels or sume other Euro- 
pean center as the display counter 
for American pictures. 

Tourist Trade 

This may be followed with the 
exclusion of all material relating 
to France in American pictures, 
for the possible effect in loss of the 


$250,000,000 tourist trade France 
draws from America annually, in 
retaliation, if the proposed film re- 
strictions are carried through. 
American producers, through pub- 


licity given France in pictures, have 
greatly promoted the large tourist 
business drawn from America. This 
may be entirely eliminated or cut. 

Forces greater than those merely 
of the picture industry have be- 
come interested, with the result that 
Herriot is weighing the powers of 
certain French producers against 
the opposition. 

Jean Sapene, leading French pic- 
ture producer and editor of “Le 
Matin,” within the past two weeks 
is reported as having told a Hays 
representative in Paris that if 
American producers would agree to 
buy his 12 pictures annually the 
restrictions would not be passed. 
Sapene wants an average of $100,000 
a picture, or $1.200,000 a year, as 
the price for changing his view- 
point. 

Some months ago Sapene sent a 
eouple of representatives to New 
York, who stopped at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. A Variety reported called 
on them for an interview. 

“Would they say anything for 
publication?” 

“Would they? Just wait!” they 
shouted. They had plenty to say, 
but it would be a day or two be- 
fore they could collect all of their 
data. 

Meanwhile the Frenchmen placed 
“Casanova” with Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer (Loew’s) for American dis- 
tribution, and are said to have re- 
ceived $150,000 for the French-made 
by Sapene. 

Then they had nothing to say 
and sailed. 


Annulment From Smith 
Baltimore, April 3. 


Your old friend, Fawn Gray, is 
back in the local headlines and she 
didn’t have to marry a third hus- 
band while under the influence of 
sarsaparilla or something to get 
there. 

All Fawn had to do to crowd the 
naval armament and other minor 
matters out of the journalistic 
spotlight was to file in Circuit Court 
a second suit for annulment of her 
marriage to Hamilton I. E. Smith, 
described as a Hollywood movie 
director and scenario fabricator. 
Hamilton and Fawn were married 
shortly after she was granted a 
decree in local court freeing her 
from Theodore MacFarland, Phila- 
delphia newspaper man, whom she 
married in a dizzy moment, she 
said. Miss Gray claims that she 
was in the same confused condition 
when she signed up for the nuptial 
route with Smith. 

Miss Gray filed suit for annul- 
ment here last year, later with- 
drawing it. Now she’s changed 
her mind and wants it after all. 
Whether she gets it rests with the 
judge. 

Meanwhile the papers ladle out 
publicity concerning a well-known 
professional dancer who happens to 
be a friend of Harry K. Thaw. 


DUELL’S CHARGES 


Says Inspiration’s Assets Sold Be- 
low Value—Starts Action 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Hunsaker, Britt and Cosgrove, at- 
torneys for Charles Duell, Inc., filed 
suit against J. Boyce Smith, Jr., 
and Walter Camp, Jr., presiding of- 
ficers of Inspiration Pictures, Inc., 
claiming they sold the assets of the 
corporation far below their market 
value. 

Duell alleges in the compiaint 
that at the time of dissolution pro- 
ceedings in New York in 1924 the 
Inspiration company had assets of 
$3,000,000 and liabilities of $1,200,- 
000. Included in the assets were 
three picture “Tolable David,” “The 
White Sister’ and “Romola.” 

Duell further asks for an account- 
ing and the removal of Smith and 
Camp as trustees of the dissolution. 


Ask to Sit for 204-Foot 


Chimney Biasting, Picture 
Minneapolis, April 3. 
A. D. Tepin, well Known local 


musician, has requested permission 
of Alderman F. E. Giebenhain to sit 
atop the 204-foot high chimney of 
an abandoned incinerator plant 
when it is dynamited to afford a 
moving picture “shot.” 

Tepin asserts he has a device 
which will permit him to escape un- 
scathed while the smokestack is 
being blown up. 

Two other people also have ap- 
plied to Alderman Giebenhain for 
the right to sit atop the chimney 
when it is dynamited. They do not 
state if they seek suicide or just 
a thrill. 


Miss Corbin’s Next 

Virginia Lee Corbin, in pictures 
for four years on the west coast 
but now in New York, may play 
vaude or enter one of the Broad- 
way shows. 

Miss Corbin played in an act on 
the Orpheum circuit when a child. 


REGAN ACQUITTED 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Thomas B. Regan, picture pro- 
ducer, was acquitted of embezzle- 
ment charges by a jury in Judge 
Conlan’s court. G. C. Lauster, of 


Van Nuys, near here, said he gave 
Regan $1,000 to invest in a film 
project but never received any re- 
turns. 

Evidence introduced by Regan’s 
counsel showed that the enterprise 
which 


failed because of a storm 
destroyed the studio. 


MARTHA VAUGHN 


The Irish Nightingale 
This Week (April 2) 
TIVOLI, CHICAGO 


“The sweetest voice heard in 


Chicago in many a moon.” 
—"DAILY NEWS.” 


(From New York ‘Sun’, Mch. 30) 


DEFEAT CENSURE 
OF WILL H. HAYS 


Young Republicans Vote Down 
Resolution 


EXONERATED FOR HIS MOTIVE 


Former Party Chairman Held to 
Have Made Only a Mistake 


The resolutions eriticizing Will H. 
Hays, former Republican national 
chairman, for accepting a contribu- 
tion of $160,000 from Harry F. Sin- 
clair, oil magnate, toward ending 
the party deficit after the 1920 
Presidential campaign, were de- 
feated overwhelmingly last night by 
the New York Young Republican 
Club. 

One, mildly condemning Mr. Hays, 
proposed by the club’s president, 
Thomas C. Desmond, received only 
two or three votes from the hun- 
dred or so at the meeting. The 
other, criticizing Mr. Hays for 
evading questions asked him by a 
Senate committee investigating the 
oil scandals received only nine 
votes. It was proposed by J. Ed- 
ward Lumbard, Jr., who said the 
club ought to disband if afraid to 
pass it. } 

Only Guilty of a Mistake 


Most of the members of the club, 
however, seemed to feel that Mr. 
Hays had intended only to aid the 
party and had done no wrong in ac- 
cepting the contribution, being 
guilty of nothing more than a mis- 
take at the most. 

Joseph C. Baldwin was one of 
those who favored the Lumbard 
resolution, saying there was noth- 
ing wrong in condemning Mr. Hays 
for “his foolish actions.” Independ- 
ent voters, he said, still were sus- 
picious and were likely to link the 
present administration up with the 
Harding one. He said the club 
would be condemning Mr. Hays for 
his attitude on the Senate witness 
stand, not for taking the money. 

Others who favored the Lumbard 
resolution seemed to fear that un- 
luss the resolution was passed the 
chances for independent support in 
the election would be lost, and that 
citizens disgusted over the oil scan- 
dal might vote Democratic. 


A Moral Obligation 


Mr. Desmond himself was not in- 
clined to be too hard on Mr. Hays, 
despite his resolution. 

“What he did in 1923 to help meet 
the 1920 deficit apparently was in 
fulfillment of what he considered a 
moral obligation,” he said. “Give 
some word of credit at least to a 
business man who fulfiils a moral 
obligation by carrying out the dis- 
agreeable work of raising money to 
meet a deficit. Hays says he worked 
for the party, begging the money, 
only because of that moral obliga- 
tion, and perhaps that is the truth.” 

Both resolutions contained praise 
of the present Republican Adminis- 
tration. The Desmond resolution ex- 
pressed the hope any persons found 
guilty of wrongdoing in connection 
with the oil] scandal would be pun- 
ished and commended the present 
national committee and its vice- 
chairman, Charles D. Hilles of New 
York State, for not incucring a 


deficit in the 1924 campaign. 


NOT MORE THAN 
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COMEDIES 


AMONG NEXT SEASON 


Studio Feels Demand for Feature Comics on Wane— 
Charles Rogers and Louise Brooks as Star Alter. 
nates—Film List for Sales Convention 


Mary Pickford’s Mother 
May Have Left Million 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Mary Pickford was made _ the 
principal beneficiary in the will of 
her mother, Mrs. Charlotte Smith. 
Document was filed in court for 
probate. Exact value of the estate 
is not definitely set in the will, but 
is estimated in excess of $1,000,000. 

Terms of the will provide that 
$200,000 be bequeathed to Lottie 
Pickford Forrest, daughter; Jack 
Pickford, son, and Rosemary Pick- 
ford, granddaughter. These amounts 
are to be held in trust and in addi- 
tion to the income from the trusts 
the beneficiaries are each to receive 
$5,000 at the end of 10 years and 
$5,000 each year from then on for 
10 years. Rest of the estate, with 
the exception of a few minor be- 
quests, go to Mary Pickford. The 
will credited Mary with being re- 
sponsible for the property and pos- 
sessions of her mother. 

The two executors of the estate 
are Mary Pickford and Dennis F. 
O’Brien, New York attorney. 


Leroy Lane’s Bail 


Goes Up to $15,000 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Leroy Lane, one of the heads of 
the Screen Kiddies Guild of Holly- 
wood, movie school, was held to 
answer in Superior Court by Judge 
Valentine on charges of asserted 
misconduct against three little girls. 
Lane was arrested by juvenile au- 
thorities on complaint of Mrs. Eve- 
lyn Coe, mother of the three chil- 
dren, all under 12 years of age. 
Judge Valentine, in hearing the 
case, denied Lane’s plea for a dis- 
missal because of lack of evidence. 
The court ordered Lane’s bail 
raised from $5,000 to $15,000. 


Murray-Donovan Case 
Over House Gets Hotter 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Litigation is still going on in 
Judge Ballard’s court over the 
house that Mae Murray bought from 
Jack Donovan, screen actor, and 
for which she is now suing him. 

Miss Murray asks the court to 
rescind her contract with Donovan 
in which she agreed to pay him 
$50,000. Actress claims the home is 
worth no more than half that 
amount and that Donovan misrep- 
resented a lot of things to her. 

Great deal of eVidence and wit- 
nesses are being introduced and the 
trial is attracting not a few curi- 
osity seekers. 


International Exhibition 


Washington, April 3. 

An international film exhibition is 
to be held in The Hague April 14- 
May 15, says a report to the De- 
partment of Commerce. 

Committee in charge will consist 
of a film critic of a newspaper, 
manager of one of the large de- 
partment stores, an importer for 
American and French interests, a 
theatre owner, a representative of 
the Dutch Film League, the man- 
ager of a German film producer, a 
newspaper editor, the managers of 
two Dutch film producers and the 
head of the new central film cen- 
sorship committee. 

An honor committee will consist 
of Dutch officials and the diplomat- 
ic corps representing the various 
nations of the world. 


HURLED THRU WINDSHIELD 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Thelma Parr, 21, screen actress, 
will not face a camera for a long 
time'as a result of being catapulted 
through the windshield of an auto- 
mobile. Miss Parr, a Sennett bath- 
ing beauty for over three years, was 
badly cut about the face, neck and 
arms. She was taken to the Holly- 
wood hospital. 

The car in which she was riding 
was driven by Kenneth S. Sander- 
son. It coliided with 


another 


machine, 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Not more than 15 feature come- 
dies will be released by Paramount 
among its 70 pictures next season. 
This is according to the production 


schedule as outlined by studio ex- 
ecutives for presentation to the 
sales convention at Detroit late this 
month. It means Paramount will 
distribute less than 50 percent of 
the number of comedies that have 
been distributed by that company 
the past two years. 

Production officials feel the public 
trend the coming season will be 
for dramatic and melo-dramatie 
pictures, which accounts for the 
slash in the number of comedies. It 
is admitted, from exhibitor reports, 
that there has been overproduction 
of comedies the past year by prac- 
tically all companies, and Parae 
mount has found it difficult to ob- 
tain suitable laugh story material. 
This fact was responsible for the 
diseontinuance of Raymond Griffith 
on the program. The Fields-Conklin 
and Beery-Hatton teams are being 
split up for the same reason. 

The cut in comedy releases will 
have to be approved by sales of- 
ficials, but the production depart- 
ment feels more films of the type 
could be made in the middle of the 
season if the program is too shy of 
giggles. Harold Lloyd, Douglas 
McLean, Bebe Daniels, Clara Bow, 
Esther Ralston and Richard Dix 
will supply comedies to be released, 
Lloyd makes his own, and McLean 
will be starred in two for Christies 
with Paramount releasing. Bebe 
Daniels will appear in all comedies, 
but Clara Bow, Esther Ralston and 
Dix will make some films of serious 
vein. 
25 Specials 


Production schedule lists 25 spe- 
cials during the season, with nega- 
tive costs running up to $700,000 
each. No roadshows are listed, but 
may develop in the making. 

Complete lineup of releases for 
the year as it will be presented to 
the sales convention, will include 
the following: Emil Jannings, 3; 
Clara Bow, 4; Pola Negri, 1; Thome 
as Meighan, 1; Bebe Daniels, 4; 
George Bancroft, 4; Harold Lloyd, 
1 or 2; Douglas McLean, 2; Zane 
Grey westerns, 4; Richard Dix, 4; 
Evelyn Brent-Clive Brook, 2; Esther 
Ralston, 4; Wallace Beery, 3; Gary 
Cooper-Fay Wray, 4; Fred Thomson 
westerns, 2. 


Waiting On Ruth Taylor 


Paramount is still waiting to see 
just how far it will go with Ruth 
Taylor as a star or featured player. 
Reports on business of “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” is the factor 
here. Production department will 
also offer Charles Rogers as a star 
in two pictures, and also Louise 
Brooks for the same number. These 
will be alternatives for any of the 
other star pictures listed which the 
sales department feels cannot be 
easily sold. 

Although Adolphe Menjou does 
not appear on the list, as his con- 
tract expired and he is now vaca- 
tioning. it is felt he will be back 
with the organization in time to 
produce for release the latter half 
of next season. Star names miss- 


ing from the program for 1928-29 
and who were prominent in the 
present season’s releases include 


Menjou, Raymond Griffith, W. C. 
Fields ana Eddie Cantor. 
Production budget as outlined by 
the studio executives calls for a 
total of $20,000,000 to be expended 
on 70 pictures. This is approximate- 
ly the same amount as alloted for 
production the past two years. 


Neilan’s Return Depends 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Marshall Neilan’s return to Lon- 
don is problematical. He is pres- 
ently trying to line up American re- 
leasing facilities for the proposed 
series of English pictures. If un- 
able to make arrangements he will 
stick to Hollywood. 

Meanwhile his wife, Blanche 
Sweet, is appearing in “The Lady in 
White,” for Graham Wilcox, and 
will probably remain in London for 
“The Green Hat” which Wilcox ex- 
pects to do for Al Woods. 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
= | | | 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| 


= 


“latter 


April 4, 1928 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 11 


(Explanation of the lately adopted 
wnit system of production by the 
karger studios of the picture in- 
dustry. 

Attention is directed to a state- 
ment in this story that the film 
business requires more organiza- 


-tion for its finished picture product 


than any other industry.) 


Los Angeles, April 8. 
The larger picture producing or- 


‘ganizations out here are making a 


practice of producing by the unit 
system. They claim it is success- 


ful. 

It is contended that a complete 
studio organization is at the dis- 
posal of the units to draw from, 
though the latter are found to work 
more or less independently from the 
general organization. This is to 
allow them to get a certain quality 
of individuality that could not be 
@btained any_other way. 

The men identified as production 
supervisors or associate producers 
im charge of these units are held 
Fesponsible for the production they 
turn out. Where studios operate 
under one producing head in making 
a volume of production, it is 
elaimed, there is a similarity of 
product bound to occur, which in 
time effects the prestige of the gen- 
eral product of the organization. 
Should the product go amiss under 
this plan, responsibility for the slip- 
up is not borne by the general ex- 
ecutive production head but always 
goes to some minor executive who 
has to take the slap for the muff. 

The problem of permitting inde- 
pendent producers to come into an 
organized plant and make pictures 


‘on the unit plan is said to have been 
‘unsatisfactory to releasing organi- 


zations and the producers, with the 
complaining of excessive 
charges for studio’s overhead. This 
is said to be mostly due to the in- 
dependent producer’s unfamiliarity 
with the complete facilities placed 
4&t his disposal by organized studios. 


More Organization 


Recently a check-up on studio's 
operations at one of the larger 
plants on the coast brought to light 
that the picture industry requires 
more organization than any other 
industry needs for finished product. 

In one of the modern studios 
&round Hollywood it was found they 
were organized in 51 distinctive de- 
partments, calling for an average 
of 600 employees the year round to 
handle the general production rou- 


tine. 
These departments are grouped 
into eight major ones which con- 


trol the remaining 43. 
The functions performed by these 
larcer departments are: 
Vice-president functions to see 
that all subordinating departments 


STUDIOS’ UNIT SYSTEM 


operate to the best intcrest of the | 


eompany’s policy. 

Legal department operates with 
one sub-department, that of draw- 
ing up contracts and keeping close 
check on their contents that change 
with time. 


Publicity department controls 
unit publicity, fan mail, stills and 
portraits. 


Personnel department engages all 
studio workers with the exception 
of producers, directors and actors. 
It also has charge of telegraph and 
telephones. 

Business manager is in control of 
the following sub-departments: as- 
Sistant business manager, studio 
restaurant; purchasing, in turn has 
charge of warehouse and lumber 
yards. Police department in charge 
of janitors, gardeners, fire and keys; 
reception has charge of information 
and mail. Accounting has charge of 
all records pertaining to studio op- 
eration and one sub-department 
known as insurance. Last of the 
group reporting to business man- 
ager is transportation. 

Production manager has the fol- 
lowing departments under his direct 
Supervision: Producers, Directors, 
Writers, Readers, Stars, Stock play- 
srs, Titles and Research. 

Operating Superintendent has 
charge of Makeup, Wardrobe, Cos- 
tumes, Property Room, Art Depart- 


ment, Construction, Electrical, Cut- 
ting, Casting,’ Locations, Mill and 
Metal departments. 

Overhead 


Expense of operating the foliow- 
€& departments is assessed and 


charged as overhead to the pictures 
turned out. Assessment is pro- 
rated on negative cost. 
Vice-president, Legal, 
Publicity, Fan Mail, Personnel, 
Telegraph, Telephones, Business 
Manager, Assistant Business Man- 
ager, Studio Restaurant, Purchas- 
ing, Warehouse, Lumber Yards, Po- 
lice, Janitors, Gardeners, Fire, Keys, 
Reception, Information, Mail, Ac- 
counting, Insurance, Research, Cast- 


Contracts, 


pictures are Producers, Directors, 
Stars, Stock Players, Writers, Titles, 
Makeup, Wardrobe, Costumes, Prop- 
erty Room, Art Department, Con- 
struction, Electrical, Cutting, Mill, 
Metal and Production Manager. 
Since it is impossible to convince 
independent producers the fairness 
of submitting to the foregoing over- 
head charges, Variety is reproducing 
one of the operator's cost sheets on 
a picture, which he claims could 


ing and Operating Superintendent. 
Departments charged direct to the 


have been made at one of the leas- 
ing plants at a saving of $62,000. 


Detailed Cost Sheet of a Picture Produced by One of the Independent 
Producers Working at One of the Large Studios Operating 
Under the Unit System 


Original cost of story to author...... 


$25,000 


Cost of treatments made on this story before turning it over to 


the producer......... 


15,000 


Upon djooking over the story and the many treatments made, pro- 
ducer discarded everything but the title and hired a writer to 


write a new story at a cost of. 


5,000 


By time picture was completed, ‘producer's time and office help 


was charged off at. 


4,565 


Picture was made at the releasing company’s studio who in turn 


charged the picture a studio overhead Of.....ccccccccccccccccce 


Stars and actors’ salaries...... coeee 


Director’s staff and CA€AMETAMEN. 
Properties and 


Art and construction of sets.. 


Electricians and JUICE... 
Film and laboratory 


Transportation ... 


Location and luncheon EXPENSES... 


$140,476 
After picture leaves studio additional cost of release prints, ad- 


Total cost of picture at studio... 


vertising, paper and sales expense 


esse 


22,000 
27,500 
9,000 

3,500 
1,106 
11,675 
3,500 
4,250 
4,000 

1,800 
2,250 


estimuited Ab. 65,000 


Working on a 50-50 percentage 
basis the picture would have to 
gross in excess of the cost before the 
producer begins to receive a profit. 
If the producer was allowed to 
make the picture at an independent 


leasing studio and not compelled to 
take over the story from the releas- 
ing organization, he would have 
eliminated $62,000 from the cost 
sheet and still retain the same qual- 
ity of production. 


Studio Chart Showing Allocation of Departments Necessary to Operate 
One of the Leading Up-to-Date Motion Picture Plants on the 
Coast Today and Is Typical of Other Large Studios 


Making Pictures 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
LEGAL PUBLICITY PERSONNEL INDEPENDENT UNITS 
Contracts Unit publicity Telegraph 
Fan mail Telephones 
Stills and portraits 
Business Manager Production Manager 
Asst. Business Mer. Producers 
Studio Restaurant Directors 
Purchasing Stars 
Warehouse-Lumber yards Stock players 
Police-Janitors Writers 
Gardners, Fire and Keys Readers 
Reception, Information Titles 
and Mail Research. 
Accounting, Insurance 
Transportation. 


Operating Superintendent 


Mukeup 


Wardrobe 
Costumes 


Property 


Room 


Art department 
Construction 
LJlectrical 


Cutting 
Casting 


Locations 


Mill 
Metal. 


Excellent Doubling King 
Neg. Cost to $60,000 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Burton King, producing pictures 
at the Metropolitan studios for Ex- 
cellent, will double negative cost on 
all future product for this company. 


King has been spending around 
$30,000 but with his present pic- 
ture, “A Little Bit of Heaven,” 
more than $60,000 will be spent. 

Cast includes Lila Lee, Byrant 
Washburn, Martha Mattox, Jac- 
queline Gadsdon, Lucy Beaumont 


and Otto Lederer. Cliff Wheeler 
will direct, under the supervision of 
King. 

Maurice Kussell has been signed 
to stage the chorus girl number in 
this film. The scene requires 60 
girls, especially trained. 


DOOLEY’S FULL LENGTH 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Al Christie has exercised an option 
upon Billy Dooley, featured in a 
series of two-reel comedies. 

New contract goes into effect May 
1. Dooley’s future is to bein feature 
length comedies, of which he will 
make four during the year. These 
are to be released through Para- 
mount, Dooley entered pictures 


Darienne Dove’s Potion 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Helen Hall, known on the screen 
as Darienne Dove, is in a dying 
condition at General Hospital as a 
result of swallowing poison in 
Hollywood Hotel. 

She is 22 and gave as her reason 
inability to find “old-fashioned hap- 
piness.” 


CLARA BOW RESTING 
Los Angeles, April 2. 
Paramount delayed production of 
“Ladies of the Mob,” starring Clara 


3ow, until April 12 to allow Miss 
30ow to take a two-week vacation 
to the Pacific northwest to re- 


cuperate from her recent illness. 
William Wellman will direct the 
picture. 


CHRISTIE’S PAR. SERIES 

Los Angeles, April 3. 
Christie will make four series of 
eight two-reel comedies for Para- 
mount next season, The series will 
star Bill Dooley, Jack Duffy, Bobby 
Vernon and one other player yet to 

be selected. 

The Christie output will comprise 
the only two-reel comedies released 


from vaudeville three years ago. 


by Paramount on the new program. 


First 


STUDIOS 


MORE UNITS WORKING JUMPS 


71% NORMAL 


Los Angeles, April 8. 

Studio activity shows an increase 
of six units working over that re- 
ported last week. This boosts the 
percentage of production activity to 
about 71 per cent. of normal, a rec- 
ord for this year. Pictures in work 
at the 24 studios include 53 features, 
13 short subjects and four Vita- 
phone units. 8s 

M-G tops the list with 10 features 
working and an equal number 
promised to be started within a 
fortnight. Films now in work are: 
“That Certain Young Man,” being 
remade by Robert Leonard; “Sun of 
St. Moritz,” directed by Clarence 
Brown; “Ballyhoo,” by Sam Woods; 
“The Dancing Girl,” by Harry Beau- 
mont; “Breaking Into the Movies,” 
by King Vidor; “The Bushranger,” 
by Chet Whithey; “The Deadline,” 
by Ross Lederman; “Man About 
Town,” by Mal St. Clair; “The 
Bellamy Trial,’’ by Monta Bell; and 
“Under Southern Skies,” in Tahiti, 
W. 8S. Van Dyke directing. 

Paramount has nine under way, 
including “The 50-50 Girl,” directed 
by Clarence Badger; “The Dragnet,” 
by Josef von Sternberg; “Ready, 
Aim, Fire,” by F. R. Jones; “Knock- 
ing 'Em Over,” by Fred Newmeyer; 
“The Magnificient Flirt,’ by H. 
D’Arrast; “White Hands,” by Greg- 
ory LaCava; “Vanishing Pioneer,” 
by John Waters; ‘Ladies of the 
Mob,” by William Wellman; and 
Kiss,” by Rowland V. 
Lee. 

First National also has nine in the 


making. They are: “The Hawks’ 
Nest,” by B. Christensen; “The 
Whip,” by Charles Brabin; “Heart 
to Heart,” by Wm. Seiter; “Rou- 
lette,” by Al Santell; “Boss of 


Little Arcady,” by Eddie Cline; 
“Butter and Egg Man,” by Richard 
Wallace; “The Divine Lady,” by 
Frank Lloyd; “The Volunteer,” by 
Arthur Ripley; and “Code of the 
Scarlet,” by Joe E. Brown, 
Warner Brother’s 5 and 4 

Warner is again back into full 
swing with ‘five features and four 
Vita units. Features are “Handle 
With Care,” directed by Lloyd Ba- 
con; “Land of the Silver Fox,” by 
Ray Enright; “No Questions Asked,” 
by Roy Del Ruth; “State Street 
Sadie,” by Archie Mayo; and “‘Noah’s 
Ark,” by Michael Curtiz. 

Fox is working five features and 


two comedy units. Features are 
“Four Devils,” by F. W. Murnau; 
“None but the Brave,” by R. Rossen; 
untitled aviation picture by Howard 
Hawks; “Piastered in Paris,” by B. 
Stoloff; and “Wild West Romance,” 
by R. L. Hough. Latter film was 
abandoned for five weeks until a 
new western star could be found. 

F B O is grooming three features, 
including “The Perfect Crime,” by 
Bert Glennon; “Beautiful Bullet,” by 
Ralph Ince; and a Tom Tyler 
western titled “The Battling Buc” - 
eroo,” being directed by Robert De 
Lacey. 

Metropolitan, a rental studio, has 
three independent features, includ- 
ing “Hell's Angels,” directed by 
Howard Hughes for Caddo-U. A. re- 
lease; “The Racket,” by Lewis Mile- 


stone for Caddo-Paramount release; 


and “A Little Bit of Heaven,” being 
produced by Burton King for Ex- 
cellent. 

United Artists has two pictures in 
“The Woman Disputed,” by Henry 
King; and “Battle of the Sexes,” D. 
W. Griffith. 

Universal has one of its own com- 
panies working with Hoot Gibson, 
making “Doubling for Trouble,” by 
Henry McRae; and a Gotham pro- 
duction, “Hel Ship Bronson,” di- 
rected by Joseph Henebery. 

Pathe-DeMille will wind up this 
week its lone company, “The Cop,” 
in production. This is being di- 
rected by Donald Crisp. 

Poverty Row Holding Own 

Poverty Row is holding its own 
with the rest of Hollywood for ac- 
tivity. At Chadwick is “Life's 
Mockery,” by Robert T. Hill; Co- 
lumbia has two features, “Modern 
Mothers,” by Phil Rosen, and an un- 
titled picture by George B. Seitz; 
California has “Midnight,” being di- 
rected by Duke Worne for Rayart, 
and Stern’ Brothers, producing 
shorts for Universal, has three of 
their old standby comedy units hard 
at it. 

Other independent plants engaged 
in making short product are Cal- 
Art, two units going; U. M. Dailey, 
the same amount; Tec-Art, a Cliff 


Broughton comedy, and Jean Novelle 


is housing the Larry Darmour units, 
making three shorts for F B O. 

Sturios dark are Hal Roach, 
Christie, Educational, Mack Sennett 
and Mission. 


Weekly Studio W 


ork Percentages 


past seven weeks. IJ’ercentage of 


This table shows a summary of weekly studio activity for the 


working at the 24 studios on the coast. 
of normal working conditions during the year 1927. 


Total Percentage 
. Features Short Units Studios of 

Week Ending In Work Subjects Working Dark Production 
BOD: 8 55 6 52 
WOO: 9 48 12 
14 54 9 
16 65 7 61 
4 15 64 8 60 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


production is based on 106 units 
Determined by an average 


Thelma Todd’s Millionaire 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Thelma Todd is reported engaged 
to James Bush, multi-millionaire, 
who was here last week with the 
Otto Kahn party. 
Miss Todd is said to have met 
Bush in the east, their acquaintance 


resuming while the financier was 
here, 
Alice White’s Aviator 
Los Angeles, April 3. | 
Alice White, under contract to | 
First National, has admitted her | 
engagement to Richard Grace, film | 
stunt flyer and eX-army aviator. 


No date set for 


| 
the wedding. | 


New Juvenile Series 

Joe Smiley and George H. Jones | 

are at the Vita studio, Brooklyn, | 

making 24 two-reel juvenile come- 
dies. 


Smiley is of the old Lubin forces. 


SUSPENDS STOCK I =RMIT 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
State Corporation ‘Commission 
suspended the permit of Catalina 
Sea Pictures, Inc., to sell $1,000,000 


worth of stock. 


Tom White, head of the picture 
concern, filed a voluntary applica- 
tion asking for the permit on his 
representation that the stock has 
been issued illegally, It was de- 
clared that the consession lease on 
the Isthmus on Catia’ ns Island 
could not be assigned tu the com- 
pany by White. 
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PICTURES 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


STOCK NEW HIGH, 


PAR. LAGS: 


PATHE ISSUES 


Talk of 20 Pct. Stock Helps Loew—Film Leader 
Looks Like Clique Pressure—Shows Record Net 


Above $8,000,000 for 


1927—Stanley Below 45 


A new high of 72% for Loew, sen- 
gsational jump in Balaban & Katz, 
announcement of record net profit 
of more than $8,000,000 for Para- 
mount for 1927 and an advance of 
8 points in Pathe bonds, furnished 


the features of the stock market 
trading, 
Paramount itself did practically 


nothing to discount its own good 
news, breaking to 115 from its best 
of 121 and settling near 116. Loew's 
movement wus predicated upon 
further talk of a probable declara- 


tion at the next beard mecting of 
an extra disbursement of 2C per 
cent. in stock. The Pathe issues re- 
flected the encouraging news that 
the company had notified its sink- 


ing fund agents that it had en hand 
the amortization fund for the bonds, 
failure to pay Which when due pre- 
cipitated theewide open break from 
80 to 50 in the bonds and the slump 
to 8 in the A stock. The payment 
Was overdue, but ‘notification came 
within the time of grace provided. 
Pathe “A” stock was back above 15 
as a result. 

In the case of Balaban & Katz, 
of course, the brilliant annual show- 
ing drew attention and the further 
fact that Paramount owns all but 
35 per cent. of the stock had its 
effect. It is possible that Para- 
mount was a bidder for what out- 
side long stock could be coaxed out. 
The big company would logically 
try to assemble 100 per cent. of the 
B. & K. shares. 

Fox Moves Up 

Fox, after two months of lagging, 
finally got into the movement yes- 
terday, when in the first two hours 
of trading it moved up from the 
previous closing of 78 to 82 and held 
above 81 for the day. Issue gives 
evidences of having completed the 
adjustment of its position by shak- 
ing off the accumulation of outside 
trailers on its way up from 60. Par- 
tisans of this issue were hopeful 
that it would secon become stabilized 
in a range appreciably above its re- 
cent area. Fox has a lot of bullish 
friends in the brokerage offices 
around the Square, although some 
of them concede that it will take 
some time for the company to show 
results from its new properties. 


| earnings, 


The mystery of the market lies 


Summary for week ending March 


just now in Paramount. This stock, 
which shows $12.82 a share of com- 
mon on its new 1927 statement and 
which has an unbroken record of 
dividend payments and is now on 
a $10 basis counting the stock extra, 
is entirely out of line with its group 
and even more so with the rest of 
the market. The answer heard 
around the brokers’ shops is that 
it is being artificially hela down by 
its operating clique, which has its 
eye on the long pull and is willing 
to take on a big following at this 
level. 

One argument is that on a con- 
servative estimate the stock ought 
to sell on a basis of 10 times its net 
which would put it at 
close to 130. Other industrials sell 
around a ratio of 14 to 1 or even 
more, 

Stanley Slumps 

Stanley went into another slump 
to around 46, representing last 
week divided councils within the 
management. Factional differences 
have their effect both in stock trad- 
ing by interests concerned and in the 
estimate outside traders put upon 
values. Increased competition in 
the exhibition field also weigh in 
reaching a market level for the is- 
sue. Last statement was satisfac- 
tory. 

Stanley sank to 447g yesterday on 
sales of 4,500, the source of sales 
being intraceable. A job is sus- 
pected here. 

Warner Bros. continued active. It 
got to 35 and then relapsed to 
around 30. Tuesday, around noon; 
it went into another spurt, touch- 
ing 33 and holding its gain through- 
out the session. The bonds traded 
in on the Curb also showed appreci- 
ation, getting close to last year’s 
high of 111. In 1926 it was as high 
as 122. It is a curious fact about 
Warner Bros. stocks that they are 
held in small esteem by people with 
a good deal of inside knowledge of 
the picture business, while the 
strictly ticker players look upon it 
favorably. Picture men figure that 
even with a profit of $500,000 for 
last quarter (due largely to “The 
Jass Singer’), there is that $1,500,000 
deficit of two years ago to be made 
up, and the picture business is one 
of highly speculative character. 


31: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


7—-1928-—, Net 
High. Low Sales, Issue and rate High. Low Las Chge. 
100 10544 Barat National ist pid. 
S514 76) 10,500 Fox class A (4)... 77 *78 —% 
1.200 do ptd, (7) 9210 
rit) 74.100 Loew (2) Hi 2M 
do fd. 101 1015% — 4 
27 Metro-Gold.-M. 1 pfd 
on s.700 Madison Square Garde 26 -—2 
1,100 Motion Pie. Cap.. ) —1% 
1214, 11% 46,700) Par.-Fam.-I, (10) 114% 118 +216 
2 14,600 Pathe Exchange ‘ 33% 
1X! 1% 1-442 15% + % 
100 200 Universal Pictures 1st pfd. (8).... 87% + % 
91,200 Warner Bres. A... 24, +4 
CURB 
57% 6.100) Film Insy 44 + % 
V17% 1! Geb. 17% if} 17% 1% 
BONDS 
101 _ 509,000 100% 1005. 10044 + % 
si no 09,000 Pathe 7s 69% 611 6814 +R8% 
101 97,000 Par.-Fam.«L, 101 99%, 101 -+1% 
275,000 Warner Bros, 112 106% 
* ' 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
4 6 De Forest Phono.....,.. e oe oe 
Philadelphia 
é 1,700 Stamiey Co. of America......... 40%, 464 
Chicago 
ee 900 Balaban & 79 77 77 
- Los Angeles 
Montreal 
ee ee Ft. COR. 97% B5% 


California’s Stage Band 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
The California, recently leased 
by Morris Fitzer, former exhibitor 
in Syracuse, N. Y., has installed an 
ll-piece stage band over which 


Murray Peck, once a song plugger, 
is presiding. 

Policy of the house is a straight 
grind with second and third run 
pictures. As yet, no acts are being 
used with the band. 


Cheap Color Process 
Announced in France 


Paris, March 24. 

Interesting improvement in color 
films care reported here within the 
last few weeks. Rudolphe Berthon, 
who started experimenting 20 years 
ago and then took out a patent for 
colored films, about the same time 
as the Lumiere Brothers, Leon Gau- 
mont, and others in France, declares 
he has now solved the difficulty of 
cost and that his colored pictures 
can be produced as easily as ordi- 
nary black and white photography. 

At the same time comes the an- 
nouncement of the commercializa- 
tion of the Lippmann process which 
has been realized by Keller-Dorian, 
of Mulhouse. An ordinary camera 
{is used for this latter method, which 
is founded on the three color blend- 
ing process (red, green and blue) 
the only addition being a transpar- 
ent gelatine disk divided into three 
sections, each sensitive to one of the 
fundamental colors mentioned. 

In like manner the ordinary cellu- 
loid film coated with bromide of 
silver is employed, but is lined 
with a second transparent celluloid 
film, this latter being first pressed 
while slightly warn. against a steel 
roller which leaves a multitude of 
ti.y “rips, each one acting as a 
short focus lens. 

Mechanics of Process 

When the picture is taken the 
rays emitted from the objective be- 
come filtered into three distinct 
groups, of red, green and blue-violet, 
and strike the tiny short focus lens 
impressed on the film, which con- 
verge the rays on the bromide of 
silver coating. When developed and 
printed there are three “zones” on 
each tiny short focus lens, forming 
three pictures of. the same view. 
When projected by the lantern the 
light passes through the three pic- 
tures and, following the optical law 
of inverse reflection, are reflected 
by each tiny bump. Therefore, on 
passing through the objective, the 
light of the three pictures falls re- 
spectively on the red, green or blue 
sections of the filter, thus reaching 
the screen colored. 
This process of Keller-Dorian is 
exciting interest in picture circles in 
France, albeit the industrial success 
has not yet been proven by the dem- 
onstration given in the laboratory. 


Pathe-FBO Studios’ 
$35,000 Weekly ‘Nut’ 


Los Angeles, April 8. 

With the Pathe-DeMille studios 
operating one production unit and 
F. B. O curtailing production, the 
two studios, combined, stand to 
should: r an approximate overhead 
of $35,000 weekly. 

This will have to be taken care of 
on future production, or after Joseph 
P. Kennedy decides what will be 
done ‘vith these studios to bring 
them back to a normal working con- 
dition. 


HATTON LEAVES PAR 


Stock Player With Producer for 
10 Years 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Paramount did not exercise option 
on contract of Raymond Hatton, 
comedian, who leaves the company. 
Hatton is one of the oldest stock 
contract players with Paramount, 
having been with the organization 
for 10 years. 

Two years ago, Hatton was 
teamed in comedies with Wallace 
Beery and became prominent over- 
night. The pair are now finishing 
the last team comedy which Para- 
mount wiil make, with Beery slated 
to be starred in serious dramas. 

Paramount figured Hatton could 
not be carried along in stock at his 
present salary for featured parts in 
support of other stars, so his option 
was allowed to lapse. 


U Shooting Again on 
“Man Who Laughs” 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Universal sales officials were not 
tickled with the print of “The Man 
Who Laughs,” which arrived in New 
York. It was returned to the 
studio here for retakes and to add 
@ number of scenes. This is now 
being done. 

Up to the time the picture was 
sent to New York it cost the studio 
$825,000. It is expected another 


$25,000 will be expended before it is 
released. 


SOLD CLOAK AND SUITERS 


for Sucker List 


States’ Right Market Practically Washed Up in 
Franchises from Some Indie Distribs as Come-ons 


JUDGE LINDSAY MAY ACT 


Sam Sax Producing his “Compan- 
ionate Marriage” Story 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Judge Ben Lindsay's “Compan- 
ionate Marriage” will be produced 
as a picture by Sam Sax, in asso- 
ciation with Asher, Small and 
Rogers. 

The Judge arrives in Hollywood 
next week and will be adviser on 
the adaptation and script to be pre- 
pared for the film production, 


The producers plan to make the 
picture as a road show special with 
an all-star cast; and Judge Lind- 
say will likely appear as an actor 
in the film version of his book. 


A number of producers have tried 
to buy the film rights to Lindsay’s 
“Companionate Marriage,” but suit- 
able terms could not be arranged. 
It is understood Sax, Asher, Small 
and Rogers paid Lindsay $25,000 for 
the picture rights, in addition to a 
substantial percentage of the film’s 
gross. 


A. §. & R. Together Again; 
Releasing Thru F.N.,W.B.,U. 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


E. M. Asher concludes his con- 
tract as a supervisor and producer 
for First National and leaves the 
payroll of that organization upon 
completion of “The Boss of Little 
Arcady.” 

Asher will rejoin his two part- 
ners Edward Small and Charles 
Rogers to again operate as a trio 
of producers. 

Their productions, it is under- 
stood, will be distributed by First 
National, Universal and Warner 
Brothers. 


Storm Takes Film Ship 
For Unexpected Trip 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


While anchored off Catalina 
Island a five-masted schooner en- 
gaged by Tiffany-Stahl to make the 
scenes on “Stormy Waters,” was 
lifted from its moorings by a storm 
and the ship headed for China, 

An S. O. S. was sent out and a 
sea-going tug and a coast guard 
cutter brought the schooner back 
to Long Beach. On board at the 
time were Director Edgar Lewis and 
staff, Eve Sothern, Malcolm Mc- 
Gregor and about 50 extras, 

Production was delayed two days 
to repair damage. 


Lydia Dickson’s Property 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Lydia Dickson, stage and screen 
actress, lay dead here, while her girl 
friend, Isobel Priest, is wearing her 
jewelry and has possession of prac- 
tically all of the actress’ property. 
This was revealed in proceedings 
filed before Superior Judge Crail, 
in which Howard M. Jay was ap- 
pointed guardian of Miss Dickson 
after posting a $5,000 bond. 
Attorneys for Miss Dickson al- 
leged in the petition that before go- 
ing to the hospital the actress 
turned over her belongings to the 
other girl. The latter’s present 
whereabouts is not known. 


9 e 
Sammy’s Off-Set Foolin’ 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Sammy Cohen's off-set clowning 
has him limping around on crutches, 
while “Plastered in Paris” is halted 
three-fourths finished, waiting his 
busted ankle to mend. 


. FBO’S REGIONALS 


FBO’S sales convention will be 
divided into three regional meet- 
ings. They are: New York, May 1; 
Chicago, May 7; Los Angeles, 
May 165. 

Each meeting will average a 


week. 


Over 20 promoters are reported 
selling franchises in proposed in-« 
dependent film producing coms 
panies at $100 per franchise to the 
cloak and suit sucker list in New 
York. 

Most of the boys floating the 
schemes have been connected in 
pictures at one time or another but 


have long been lost sight of in 

recognized film circles. 
Independent’ distributors have 

been receiving propositions from 


the promoters whereby the latter 


offer their pictures for distribution 
at any price if the distributors will 
give them a contract promising dis- 
tribution when completed. 

In some cases the promoters have 
been successful in obtaining con- 
tracts with distributors, though the 
leading independents have turned 
down such offers. On the strength 
of promises to distribute, the pro- 
moters have been raising money on 


the agreements from the distrib- 
utors., 
The independent states’ right 


market is practically closed now, 
An accounting made by an inde- 
pendent producer, who figured to 
make 12 pictures and stopped after 
the first, showed that revenue from 
New York would amount to $8,500; 
Boston, $3,500; Philadelphia, ap- 
proximately $1,000; a total of $13,- 
000. Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
Pittsburgh, Washington and similar 
centres are practically closed at 
present to states righters, with only 
one or two independent exchanges 
left in Chicago. 

On a production and distribution 
cost of $30,000, the states right pro- 
ducer found himself able to obtain 
a return of less than $15,000. 

According to the present lineup, 
approximately 400 independent pro- 
ductions are proposed, if the prom- 
ises to franchise buyers hold good, 
with the probability that less than 
5 per cent of that number will be 
made and distributed. 


M.P. Engineers’ Convention 
In Hollywood Week Apr. 9 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

The annual convention of the 
Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers will be held the week of April 
9 at the Roosevelt Hotel, Holly- 
wood, 

In addition to papers by members 
of the society dealing with the 
technical problems and experiments 
on radio pictures, color film, nega- 
tive, studio lighting, projection, 
mazda lkamps, camera lenses, and 
other engineering details connected 
with films, there will be papers read 
by persons closely associated with 
production of pictures in the studios. 

The society members will also 
listen to the technical and camera 
problems and _ requirements of 
studio cinematographers and tech- 
nicians. Banquets for the visitors 
will be given by both the American 
Society of Cinematographers and 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. Provision has been 
made for visits to the studios and 
trips to nearby cities. 


PATHE’S EXCLUSIVE 


May Be Disappointed Over Grand 
National 


With Pathe set for the exclusive 
news reel rights to the Grand Na- 
tional race in England last week 
for a price ranging between $8,000 
and $10,000, six news reels were in 
on the racing ground prepared to 
steal the race, 

Reports are that one or more of 
the other news reels. have succeeded 
and that the prints are now on their 
way, due in New York around Fri- 
day. 

News reel editors, in the majority, 
are opposed to payment for the 
filming of news events of a sport- 
ing nature, claiming public interest 
should not be taxed. Very few ex- 
clusives have been obtained in re- 
cent times through payment for 
the rights. 
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Wire from World’s Premiere 


MIAMI, FLA. 
HAROLD LLOYD 


PARAMOUNT BLDG., NEW YORK 


IN WORLD’S PREMIERE YOUR NEW PICTURE SPEEDY LAST NIGHT 
AT COMMUNITY THEATRE MIAMI BEACH CROWDED HOUSES AT- 
TESTED THIS AS YOUR FUNNIEST PICTURE EVER STOP GALES OF 
LAUGHTER.GREETED YOUR EVERY EFFORT AND MORE COMPLI- 
MENTS ON THIS PICTURE THAN ANY WE HAVE EVER PLAYED 
HUNDREDS WAITED IN LINE FOR HOURS AT A TIME DESPITE OUR 
OPENING THEATRE TWO HOURS EARLIER THAN EVER BEFORE ON A 
MIDWEEK DAY STOP CONSIDERING LATENESS OF SEASON HERE I 
BELIEVE THIS ATTESTS YOUR POPULARITY FORCEFULLY LETs 


HiAVE MORE LIKE SPEEDY. 
: IRWIN R. WAITE 


National Release 


April Sth 


In over 250 leading | 
first run theatres 


in U.S. and Canada 


Produced’ by HAROLD LLOYD 
CORP. A PARAMOUNT RELEASE 
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SFE DANGER MUSIC TAX RISE 
FOR THEATRES VESTAL BILL 


Call Sent Out by M. P. 


T. O. A. for Opposition 


Immediately—Music Organizations Claim Music 
as Important as Pictures 


Exhibitor organizations through- 
@ut the country, as well as chain 
theatre operators, were advised 
by the M. P. T. O. A. to present 
themselves immediately in opposi- 
tion to the Vestal Bill governing 
use of music in theatres, now up 
for discussion at Washington. A 
hearing on this bill in relation to 
mechanical appliances held 


April 3. 
So far the theatre interests have 
paid little or no attention to the 


‘pill, making practically no effective 


effort to fight its passage through 
proper legislative channels. The 
music tax has been a matter of 10 
cents a seat a year, to date. 

The music publishing societies are 
said to have expressed the opinion 
that music is of equal importance 
as film to the theatre, and there 
is no reason why an equal amount 
should not be paid as music seat 
tax. 

The bill provides for no limit as 
to the rate which may be applied. 
Also, it authorizes the acceptance 
of Berne conference proposals. This 
will mean that French, German, 
Italian or other European music 
played in America will be subject 
to a tax to be collected by the M. P. 
P. A. 

If music of six different European 
composers is played during the year 
a theatre will be subject to a tax of 
70 cents a seat at the present rate, 
and any sum up to and over $10 a 
geat if the M. P. P. A. enforces its 
claims that music is of equal im- 
portance to films. 


JOLLY JOYCE 


“The Fat Boy of Joy” 


The Laugh Hit of Picture 
Presentations 


Week March 24 
Branford, Newark 


Week March 31 _ 
New Stanley, Jersey City 


Back with Charlie Melson 
Thanks to HARRY CRULL 
Direction HARRY PEARL 


Michigan Vaude Mgrs. Ass’n 
Charlie MACK 


Booking the most extensive circuit 
of vaudeville and presentation the- 
atres between New York and Chicago 
Michigan Theatre Bldg. 
DETROIT 
Standard Acts Write or Wire 


ASK THE DAVEYS 


CARTHAY’S PROLOGS OUT 


A. House Adopts Movietone— 
Jack Laughlin With Publix 


L. 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Carthay Circle, operated by Fred 
Miller in conjunction with West 
Coast Theatres, will discontinue its 
stage prologs beginning April 10 
when “The Street Angel” (Fox) 
comes in. Fox’s Movietone will be 
installed to supplant the prologs. 
The large pit orchestra will remain. 
With the new policy, Jack Laugh- 
lin, producing the stage shows here 
for more than two years, joins 
Publix on a three-year contract. He 
leaves for New York shortly. It is 
likely Laughlin will be sent to Chi- 
cago to produce units to be routed 
west. 


10 Spanish Features 
Will Cost $34,000 Each 


Washington, April 3. 


Spanish producers are announcing 
several features based on the na- 
tional classics for making during 
the next several months, reports 
Commercial Attache C. A. Liven- 
good, Madrid, to the Department of 
Commerce. These features will cost 
approximately $34,000 each, with 
10 scheduled, 

Approximately 20 to 25 new pic- 
ture houses have been constructed 
in the principal] Spanish cities, with 
the generat business done in 1927 
characterized by the American offi- 
cial as “good.” 

It is estimated that, in spite of 
high costs, in 1927 about 360 Amer- 
ican features were shown, constitut- 
ing about 80 percent of all films ex- 
hibited. 


Grab Man in Capital for 
Dempsey-Tunney Film 


Washington, April 3. 


Working practically on their own 
doorstep, Department of Justice 
agents arrested Ulric Hollings- 
worth Friday after he is alleged to 
have transported the Dempsey- 
Tunney fight pictures from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia into a nearby 


Maryland town and back again 
after showing the film to a 50 cent 
gate. 

Hollingsworth is said to have 


frankly admitted he transported the 
fight print. 


Fox’s Tone Studio 


Los Angeles, April 8. 

Ben Jackson, former studio man- 
ager for Fox but now elevated to 
head Movietone, is completing archi- 
tectural plans for Movietone stages, 
and other studio expansion, at Fox’s 
Westwood property. When these 
are finally drawn up, W. R. Sheehan 
will take them to New York to 
confer with William Fox for final 
approval. 

Expansion program ig estimated 
to involve $5,000,000. 


THE CHEER LEADERS 


“Those College Boys’’—Singing Quartet 


On 36-Week Publix Tour 


Direction WALTER MEYERS 
Willlam Merris Agency 


Personal 


JANNINGS’ CHINESE FILM 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Paramount is planning to star 
Emil Jannings .in “Madarin,” a 
story with a chinese background. 
It will be for release on next year’s 
program, 


QUAR 


THE 


FOURSOME 


NOW ON RADIO FOR NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


TETTE 


PATTI 


Direction: 


MOORE LEWIS 


Featured with BORIS PETROFE’S “LEAP YEAR FANCIES” 
TOURING PUBLIX CIRCUIT OF THEATRES 
WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


SAMMY 


contract to make a new acreen treat- 


Chas, Montrose Held for 
Theft and Bouncers 


Detroit, April 3. 


Charles Montrose, 37, connected 
with the picture business, is held 
here on three warrants. He was 
arrested in Park Rapids, Minn., and 
returned to this city for arraign- 
ment. 

Montrose had the Montrose Pro- 
duction Company, in the “movie 
school” classification when in ex- 
istence. With local offices, the com- 
pany represented itself to cast am- 
bitious girls for the films. 

Montrose is charged with larceny 
by conversion and with uttering 
and publishing worthless checks. 
The larceny charge involves a $500 
camera owner by Herbert V. Book, 
while the bouncing receivers were 
Ira Stone, local furniture man, and 
Ernest Orr, manager of the Wol- 
verine hotel. They claim they were 
touched for $25 and $125, respec- 
tively. 


Par. Still Having Tough 
Time “Glorifying” Its Girl 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Last of the Herman Mankiewicz 
delegation of high-powered writers 
is now on the Paramount lot in the 
person of Thyra Sampter Winslow. 
She has been given a five-weeks’ 


ment of “Glorifying the American 
Girl.” Some 80 odd writers have 
preceded her on this task in the 
past three years. 

John M. Watters, author of “Bur- 
lesque,” will be assigned to confer 
with Miss Winslow on her problem. 


Joe Lee Returning 
Detroit, April 8. 
Joe Lee, the stunt publicity agent, 
is shortly returning to New York 
after having set CC. H. Miles’ 
Orienta] on the map. 
Lee came here when the house 
was dying. He gave it ginger in 
action and publicity, with the 
Kunsky bunch against him. 
Miles’ Oriental and kKunsky’s 
State were battling each other, but 
a truce appears to have been ar- 
ranged. Each house has cut down 
on advertising. 


JAVA’S FILM CO. 
Washington, April 8. 


A film producing company is be- 
ing organized in Java to try for 
business of the houses in and out- 
side of the Netherlands East Indies. 
Gerard Carli, film operator at 
Weltevreden (Java) is scheduled to 
direct while E. A. Weynachenk, 
merchant, Tjiandjeer (West Java) 
is the financia] backer. This is on 
a cable forwarded by T. C. Bar- 
ringer, trade commissioner, Batavia. 


PREPARING FOR MIX 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

James 8S. Douglas and Fred Kley, 
organizers of the Hollywood-Ar- 
gentine Film Corp., are in Holly- 
wood gathering film equipment to 
ship to South America for the Tom 
Mix pictures, 

With headquarters et FBO stu- 
dios, Douglas and Kley are making 
screen tests for a leading girl to 
also go south. 


INSPIRATION’S F. N. FOUR 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Inspiration Pictures has a con- 
tract to make four pictures for dis- 
tribution through First Nationa! 
next year. 

Inspiration is looking for a star 
for the series. This is in addition 
to the four pictures Halperin Broth- 
era will produce for Inspiration 
with release.by United Artists. 


Beaudine’s Two for F. N. 
Los Angeles, April 8. 
William Beaudine will direct two 
pictures for First National, “There 
Was Once a Princess,” featuring 
Mary Astor, and a second picture 
with Charlie Murray. 


In “Notices,” directed by Ralph 
Ince for FBO, Joe E. Brown, Ger- 
trude Astor, Lee Shumway, William 
N. Bailey, Ione Holmes, LeRoy Ma- 
son, Frank Mills, Cosmo Kyrle Bel- 
lew, William Francis Dugan, and Ole 
M. Ness. 


Gotham has signed Louis Steven 
to adapt “Hell Skiff Bronson,” novel 
by Naughton S. Parker. Goes into 
production after “The Chorus Kid,” 
just started, with Bryant Washburn, 
Thelma Hill, John Batten, Hedda 


Hopper, Tom O’Brien and Sheldon 


Lewis. Howard Bretherton direct- 


REMAKE STARS DIX 


Doing Barrie’s “Admirable 
Crichton” Again 


Par. 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Paramount will star Richard Dix 
in a film adaptation of Sir James 
Barrie’s “The Admirable Crichton.” 
Cc B. DeMille made a screen ver- 
sion of this work in 1919 under title 
of “Male and Female,” which grossed 
$1,256,226 and was the first Par 
picture to go the million gross mark 
“Male and Female” was also re- 
sponsible for elevating Gloria Swan- 
son and Thomas Meighan to star- 
dom, 
New picture will have 
title before release. 


another 


Par. Names Detroit 
For Mid-West Convention 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Paramount has decided to make 
another shift in its sales convention 
cities. Detroit becomes the meet- 
ing place for the middle west crowd 
instead of Kansas City. 

The first meeting will be held in 


Washington, D. C., early this month. 


after which Detroit will have its 
fling. The home office mob then 
journeys to San Francisco for the 
finale, 

No studio executives will attend 
the conventions this year. 


Mormon Film in Utah 


Salt Lake, April 3. 
The Pioneer Film Corporation 
has made this city its permanent 
home and will start the filming of 
“The Exvdus” within the next 
month, it is said. 
George Edward Lewis, Hollywood 
producer, has moved to Ogden, to 
direct the play. 
The picture which is a fictitious 
story with the historical background 
of the “Mormon” pioneers in their 
trek across the plains from Missouri 
to the Valley of the Great Salt Lak. 
Loca] talent will be used, 


Directorial Changes 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Paramount is shifting around its 
directorial assignments. 

Luther Mendes, who was to have 
directed “The Demi-World,” has 
been assigned to the megaphone for 
Emil Jannings on “The Stage Door 
Man,” which was to have been di- 
rected by Mal St. Clair. The latter, 
who returns this week from M-G, 
will be idle until Clara Bow recup- 
erates from a recent operation. 

Victor Shertzinger returns to Par 
to direct “The Demi- World.” 


U Holds Hersholt 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Universal has exercised option on 
contract of Jean Hersholt, featured 
character actor, for another year. 
Hersholt has been loaned out by 
Universal to other producers for 
double the salary paid him, with 
the actor appearing in pictures off 
the Universal lot most of the time 
during the past year. 


FOX’S TRADE MARKS 
Washington, April 3. 

William Fox has been granted 
trade-mark protection on “Cinema- 
tone” and “Grandeur” covering 
motion pictures. 

“Cinematone” is listed for the Fox 
Case Corp., with use claimed since 
Jan. 3, 1928, while “Grandeur” is 
credited to Fox, personally. They 
are numbered 261,500 and 261,560, 
respectively. 


Vreetand’s Coast Trip 
Frank Vreeland, doing 
for Fox, left for the coast yester- 
day (Tuesday) toe lay out the pub- 


uct program of his organization. 
Vreeland will be gone about two 
weeks. 


Kimmich in Berlin for U. 
Los Angeles, Apri] 8. 
Max Kimmich, German director 
and scenarist, brought here by Carl 
Laemmile, returns to Berlin to write 
stories for U’s German made pic- 
tures, 


publicity | 


|AMPA’s 8th Dinner With 
Gag Newsreel Still Best 


Eighth annual dinner of the A, 
M. P. A. (Associated Motion Pic. 
ture Advertisers) brought around 
650 into the grand ballroom of the 
Hotel Astor Saturday night at $10 
a crack, Association didn’t go out 
to canvass the field this hence 
the lowered attendance, but tried 
to keep the total number of coverg 
within reason. And no speeches. 

Bruce Gallup, president, gets ful) 
credit for the event with Vie 
Shapiro and Warren Nolan handling 
the annual and kidding newsreel, 
still strong enough to be given the 
closing spot. Gag highlights in the 
reel were aimed at Walter Wanger 
and Samuel Goldwyn. 

A small space was kept clear for 
dancing, a large colored orchestra 
officiating and another set of: cole 
ored entertainers filling in the waits, 
Jimmy Durante, Lou Clayion and 
Eddie Jackson ,ranced over from 
the Parody Club to do a couple of 
numbers. The A. M. P. A.’s new 
song, written by Jimmy McHugh, 
was also tried out und approved. 

Foyer to th> ballroom was cone 
verted into a peep show of slot ma« 
chines while four street cleaners 
made their appearance as ‘“Publie 
Service.” Hotel’s amplifying system 
was used for a clowr broadcast, 
supposedly from a producer, direc- 
tor, star and exhibitor. Warranted 
more attention than it got from the 
noisy diners. A 64-page bulletin 
carried plenty of laughs. 

Mob stayed for the newsreel, after 
which the party started to break up, 


RENTING OLD LASKY RANCH 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

The former Lasky ranch, vacated 
by Paramount as location for ex- 
teriors some months ago to pre-e 
pare it for subdivision, is now called 
Providencia Ranch and is being 
rented for picture locations. Owne 
ers figured they can get some reve- 
nue from the film companies while 
completing subdivision plans. 

When Paramount moved from the 
property, all sets and buildings bee 
longing to the film company were 
dismantled and removed to the new 
ranch. 


“BAER” FACTS 


FROM 


MOE BAFR 


CONDUCTOR STAGE BAND 


STANLEY THEATRE 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


MANY THANKS TO 
BERNARD DEPKIN, Jr., Mgr. 
and 
BOYD SENTER, M. of C. 
for making my first week at 
the Stanley a real treat 


Pablix § tage 
Units 


licity campaign for the 28-29 prod- | 


score merrily at 
THE GRANADA 
OW 


NEPANCISCOS 


owen 


= 


GINGER 


ROGERS 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


ing. 


SCREEN: 
FFECTIVE SALESMAN 
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GEMS 


READY FOR PLAYDATES 


BY E.MORTON HOUGH 


€A DRAMA OF 
RITZY CROOKS 


DOROTHY SEBASTIAN 
PAT O'MALLEY 
HARRY MURRAY 
GINO CORRADO 
DARLING 
LEE SHUMWAY 
JACK SINGLETON 


DIRECTED BY 


KING BAGGOT 


OND 


PCHROCK 


ANO 
CURTIS 
BENTON 


€A DRAMA OF 
HEARTS ISTS 


WITH 


SALLY O'NEILL 


SUPPORTED By 


RALPH GRAVES 
EDDIE GRIBBON 
FILVIA AL HTON 
JIM FINLAYS ON 
JEAN LAVERTY 


DIRECTED BY 


GEO. ARCHAINBAUD 


RLET 


BY ARTHUR GREGOR 


A DRAMATIC STORY 
OF RUSSIAN NOBILITY 


LOWELL SHERMAN 
MARGARET LIVINGSTON 
ROBERT FRAZER 
OsSEPHINE BORIO 
IPHIRLEY PALMER 


SWAYNE GORDON 


ICARLOS DURAND 


DIRECTED By 


ARTHUR GREGOR. 


CLOTHES 


AN ABSORBING DRAMA 
WtTH 
EVE SOUTHERLN 
WALTER PIDGEON 
CORLIVY PALMER, 
CHARLES BYERY, 
GEORGE STONE 
H.O. PENNELL 
KATHERINE WALLACE 
BYRON SAGE 
DUNCAN RENALDO 
MARGARET SELBY 
ADOLPH MILAR 
TEMPLAR SAXE 


STORY ano DIRECTION 
TOM TERRI? 
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DISTRIBS FILED 14,655 CLAIMS 


BDS.; EXHIBS, 796 


Annual Report by M. P. P. D. A., Distributors Won 
Over 10,000 of Their Cases—22,165 Pictures Re- 
leased Free to Institutions . 


The annual report of the Film 
Board of Trade for 192., released by 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors’ Association last week, 
reveals that 15,451 cases, involving 
$4,269,752, were handled by the 
boards. 

Distributors made 14,655 claims, 
totaling $3,963,004. Exhibitors made 
796 claims, totaling $306,749. 

Of their 14,655 claims the distrib- 
utors won over 10,000, either by set- 
tlement before submission to arbi- 
tration or after. More than 6,000 
cases, involving $1,591,037, were lost 
by exhibitors following arbitration. 

During the four years that arbi- 
tration has been conducted 50,006 
eases, involving $11,230,298, have 
been handied. 

The report also shows that 22,165 
pictures, valued at $207,734 in rent- 
als, were provided free to various 
institutions, including schools, 
churches and clubs. More than 12,- 
000 of these were feature pictures, 
shown currently. 

It is estimated that over 170,000 
people are seeing pictures free 
weekly. 


PAR. FRENCH FILMINGS 
Paris, April 3. 

Paramount (French branch) will 
produce in France, having arranged 
to make a screen version of Henri 
Bataille’s pieces, “La Vierge Folle,” 
directed by Luitz Morat, and “La 
Marche Nuptiale,” by Andre Hugon. 


Featuring Marjorie Beebe 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Marjorie Beebe, under contract to 
Fox as a stock player, will be fea- 
tured in “The Farmer’s Daughter.” 
Arthur Rosson will direct. 


At the Roxy, New York 


“SOON 


“Honor Bound’ 


The Latest 


ALFRED 
GREEN 


PRODUCTION 
Made for 


FOX 


HERBIE 


KOCH 


SOLO ORGANIST 
Publix Capito! Theatre 
Des Moines, lowa 
Breadcasting Daily Concerts 
Through Station WHO 


“MITEY” 


LEAF 


AT THE WURLITZER 
METROPOLITAN, LOS ANGELES 


“THE HALF-PINT OF BLUES” 


NORA 


SCHILLER 


Headlining for Fanchon and Marco 
Indefinitely 


Still Holdmg 


Up Fox-F. & R. Closing 


Incompleted financing details are 
said to be still holding up the con- 
summation of the William Fox and 
Finkelstein & Ruben (Minn.) deal. 
It may be a week or two before the 
matter is finally closed. 

A report from Minneapolis that 
the Department of Justice had 
asked for information on the pro- 
posed merger finds no corrobora- 
tion in Washington. <A query to 
Washington brought back a reply 
that as far as known the Depart- 
ment had taken no cognizance of 
the Fox-F&R matter other than to 
record, as usual, that the merger is 
proposed. 

A report last weak that I. H. Ru- 
ben had sold his interest in F&R 
to Fred Hamm, the money man of 
the combination, for a million, is 
denied. It is stated the personnel 
of the F&R corporation remains 
intact. 


FINAL FOR CONKLIN-FIELDS 

Los Angeles, April 3. 
Paramount has set “Fools for 
Luck” as release title on Conklin- 
Fields comedy formerly named 
“Quick Lunch.” 

This is Fields’ last picture under 
his contract, and the company will 
discontinue the team upon its com- 
pletion. 


PICTURE CLUB’S HOME 
Motion Picture Club has posses- 
sion of the sixth floor of the Bond 
building, New York, on a 10-year 
lease. About six weeks will be con- 
sumed in altering the premises. 
With 200 charter members the 
Club announces that the next 100 
will pay an initiation fee of $150 
instead of $100. An executive sec- 
retary on salary and a steward will 
manage the club. 


Novarro Sailing 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Ramon Novarro, M-G star, leaves 
here this week to attend the open- 
ing of “The Student Prince” in 
London. Before returning to the 
studio he will tour Europe for two 
months. 

He is due to sail from New York 
April 16. 


Venturini Directing 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Dan Venturini, former assistant 
to Henry Henigson, general man- 
ager at Universal, will be made a 
director when the company re- 
sumes operation May 1. 

Venturini made “The Headiess 
Horseman,” with Will Rogers, and 
other shorts. 


Gains Leaves Par. 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

J. J. Gains, general studio man- 
ager for Paramount, resigned from 
his long-term contract. 

Gains was with the Paramount 
Long Island studios from 1920 to 
1927 as general manager and then 
came on here, 


Goulding Directing Again 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Edmund Goulding, who quit di- 
recting to write originals, will re- 
turn to the M-G lot shortly. 
When he gets back Goulding is to 
direct again, with his first assign- 
ment a Cody-Pringle picture, 


Baxter Managing Asher Units 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Leeds Baxter, business manager 
for Marshall Neilan for several 
years, has joined First National. 
He will be business manager of 
the E. M, Asher units. 


RICHARD 


(LIMBERLEGS) 
With “DANCING FEET,” a Publix Unit 


THIS WEEK, TIVOLI, CHICAGO 


. Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


EDWARDS 


Camouflaged Industrial 
Film May Be Tried 


Leading American industrial or- 
ganizations are becoming actively 
interested ‘n the results procurable 
through pictures in good will and 
actual sales returns to an extent 
where experienced picture showmen 
are to be sought for the production 
of industrial specials. 

At an unpublicized meeting of 
the Export Club, before an at- 
tendance of approximately 750 ex- 
ecutives from steel, railway, steam- 
ship, electric and other manufac- 
turing concerns, among whom were 
represented U. S. Steel, General 
Motors, and A. T. and T., Major 
F, L. Herron, head of the Hays 
foreign department, was flooded 
with requests for practical outlines 
on film production, following a 
speech on the value of pictures in 
connection with trade. 

Plans for industrial film produc- 
tion were immediately taken up, 
with many of the members express- 
ing eagerness to put them into ef- 
fect. 

The problem of distribution was 
then explained, the members being 
given to understand that the ordi- 
nary industrial film cannot gain 
distribution since exhibitors will re- 
fuse it or ask for payment for its 
showing under the label of adver- 
tising. 

Herron pointed out that industrial 
films could be used successfully but 
only if camouflaged as good enter- 
tainment. Pictures of this type, like 
a series of shorts based on the lives 
of famous musicians, have hardly 
been attempted by commercial con- 
cerns. The music series was in- 
tended to boost the sale of music 
and musical instruments through 
tre showings. | 

While various organizations have 
been producing industrial films 
none has been successful in getting 
wide distribution on account of the 
handling. 

Producers of industrial specials 
will now line up as the screen press 
agents, space-grabbers ing theatres 
on a par with those carrying on the 
same traffic in newspapers, merit 
to be judged from the skill in pass- 
ing advertising as regular picture 
entertainment. 


Revised Contract Meeting 
For Casting Directors 


Los Angeles, April 3. 


Studio casting directors and their 
assistants were called together for 
the purpose of interpreting each in- 
dividual clause in the revised free- 
lance actors’ contract recently ap- 
proved by the Academy Picture Arts 
and Sciences, 

Meeting was held to eliminate any 
possibility of casting directors or 
their departments placing their own 
construction on certain clauses when 
dealing with players engaged under 
that contract. 


8 Weeks for Chi Units 


Chicago, April 4. 

Paul Ash units, produced by Asn 
and Lou McDermott at the Oriental 
theatre, are to have eight straight 
weeks. Units will play four weeks 
in Chicago, and one week each in 
Detroit, St. Louis, Indianapolis and 
Columbus. 

For the first five weeks units will 
travel with scenery and acts intact, 
but the final three weeks drop the 
scenery. 


OWEN DAVIS’ TRIO 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

While Owen Davis was here re- 
cently, Paramount accepted three 
originals from him. 

“Stage Door Man” will star Emil 
Jannings, Mal St. Clair directing, 
and the other two stories will be 
used for George Bancroft and 
Esther Ralston. 


“MIDSHIPMAN” SEQUEL 
Los Angeles, April 3. 


Byron Morgan is writing an 
original for M-G and Ramon 
Novarro titled “The Ensign.” 

Story is based on naval avia- 
tion and will be billed as a sequel 
to “The Midshipman.” 


Farley to Assist Butcher 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
M. B. Farley, former assistant to 
Sol Wurtzel at Fox, will be as- 
signed to act as studio contact men 
for Ff. W. Butcher. Latter takes 


over the position of studio manager. 


Cedar Rapids’ Jam 
Over Sex Picture 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., April 3. 

County attorney and, the sheriff, 
not forgetting the film owner and 
theatre manager as well as an 
angry mob that was shut out of the 
theatre, staged their own version 
of the “Pitfalls of Fassion” last 
week when that “educational” for- 
men-only became the center of offl- 


cial censorship last week. 

County Attorney Barngrove spoke 
his mind of Sheriff Manchester, 
who was accused of having re- 
turned the films to the owner, L. 
E. Beckwith, replevin™ action 
after they had been seized in crimi- 
nal proceedings. Beckwith faces 
perjury charges for making the affi- 
davits incident to the replevin 
action, Barngrove say®. Beckwith 
and L. E. Williams, “lecturer” for 
the film, are under $1,000 bond 
awaiting grand jury action for ex- 
hibiting an immoral play. 

Row started when the film opened 
at the Colonial early In the week, 
but was halted by a hastily adopted 
city ordinance barring such pic- 
tures. Beckwith, however, out- 
figured the city dads, securing an 
injunction and slipping over to the 
Grand, where the announcement of 
the showing drew a mob of males. 
County attorney’s office then got in, 
seizing the films under a _ state 
statute providing for seizure and 
arrest of promoters of immoral 
plays. Barngrove staged his raid 
at eight p. m. as the lobby was 
packed, 

Disappointed patrons demanded 
their money back, but the manage- 
ment announced the tickets were 
good for the substitute bill rushed 
in. It was an educational, posi- 
tively. 


Deutches Rep Here 


Carlo Kraemer, representing 
Deutsches Theatres of Munich, 
Berlin, Vienna and Frankfort, is in 
New York to obtain talent and 
ideas for the other side. 

Alex Hyde, American m, c., who 
speaks French and German as well 
as English, has been approached to 
cross the pond for the Deutsches 
chain next November, and may do 
80. 

Hans Gruss, president of Deutsches 
Theatres, will join Kraemer here 
in June or July. 


“TEMPEST’S” FIVE MONTHS 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Production on “The Tempest,” 
John Barrymore's latest for U. A., 
was considered completed three 
weeks ago. Some members of the 
directorial staff left the city for 
long vacations, but were recalled to 
assist on retakes. 

Picture is now definitely declared 
finished after being in production 
since last October. 


BROCKLISS ABROAD FOR T-S 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

J. Frank Brockliss will be Euro- 
pean sales representative for Tif- 
fany-Stahl. He leaves immediately 
to open headquarters in Paris. 

Brockliss was recently managing 
director of First National in Eng- 
land. 


Beaudine’s F. N. Two 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

William Beaudine has been signed 
by First National to direct two pic- 
tures, 

The first one will be “Once There 
Was a Princess,” SatevepSst story, 
which will co-feature Lloyd Hughes 
and Mary Astor. Beaudine wil 
then direct Charlie Murray in a 
picture not titled yet. Latter is an 
B. M. Asher production. 


Rogers’ Sales Prizes 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

Charles R. Rogers, producing Ken 
Meynard westerns for First Na- 
tional, is offering $750 in prizes to 
the branch manager and salesman 
scoring the highest avcrage in new 
business for Maynard pictures be- 
tween now and June 2, 

There Will be two prizes of $500 
and $250. 


OKLA. M. P.T. 0. PRESS 
EDICT ON ARBITRATION 


Notifies Okla. City Exchanges 
to Stop Enforcing Outside 
State Rulings 


W. Z. Spearman, president of the 
M. P. T. O. of Oklahoma, has issued 
a notice to the film exchanges of 
Oklahoma City that unless their at- 
tempts to enforce rulings handed 
down by arbitration boards in other 
parts of the country stop immedi- 
ately he will be compelled to call 
for a resolution from all independ- 
ent theatre owners of the state to 


‘sever relations with the arbitration 


board. 

There has been an agreement be- 
tween the M. P. T. O. of Oklahoma 
and the Oklahoma City Film Board 
of Trade that no award would be 
recognized, or any penalty imposed 
upon any Oklahoma theatre owner, 
unless an award was given or ree 
viewed by the Oklahoma board, 


Spearman Files Copies 


At present the Oklahoma Film 
Board is threatening to discontinue 
service to theatres in Seminole and 
Wewoka, Okla., unless exhibitors in 
these towns comply with a decision 
given by the Kansas City Film 
Board of Trade. 

Spearman has filed copies of his 
complaint with the Department of 
Justice” in Washington, Federal 
Trade Commission, attorney-general 
of Oklahoma, and the Hays organi- 
zation. 

The president of the Oklahoma M. 
P. T. O. demand that the arbitration 
board reconsider its decision and 
hold up the cases until after tha 
meeting of the Oklahoma theatre 
owners April 9 when a committee is 
tc be appointed to adjust these cases 
and provide for the future. c 

Unless the _ arbitration board 
agrees to the delay, Spearman 
threatens to call into action “all the 
forces and machinery of the state 
and national governments to protect 
us from such unreasonable and un- 
just conditions.” 


With 
MUSICAL BUNCH 


At the West. Coast 
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JOE SINAI 


The Little Drummer Boy 
and His Band 
CALIFORNIA SAN JOSE 
West Coast Theatres 


JOHN and HARRIET 


GRIFFITH 


Dancing Specialties Plus Personality 
Appreciation to Fanchon and Marco 


THE MEGAPHONE KING 


EDDIE MAGILL Tenor 


Special Six Weeks’ Engagement at MILLION DOLLAR THEATRE, Los Angeles, 
with Thanks to CHARLIE KURTZMAN, 


P. S.—Hello, JACK PARTINGTON and MORT HARRIS! 
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TEARING — RIPPING — SPLITTING 
RECORDS EVERYWHERE! 
BOSTON WIRES “TERRIFIC SMASH 
WASHINGTON OLYMPIA THEATRE 
_ SECOND WEEK 
FOLLOWING SCOLLAY SQUARE 
CLEAN-UP!” TIE THAT! 
BLOW UP THOSE RECORDS! 


WITH 


RALPH INCE 


A 
RALPH INCE PRODUCTION 


Presented by 


JOSEPH P. KENNEDY 
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| eS NOW A FULL LENGTH FEATURE PICTURE 
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YOURSELF FOR. A&A 
THRILL 


( HEY, LiLLUMS! BRACE 


OH, SHEIKIE , 
ISNT THAT 


To 
WONDERFUL! 


WERE GOIN’ IN 
TH’ MOVIES! 
IN PERSON, Too! 
NOT A CARTOON! 


— 


ROBERT KANE'S MAKING IT FOR 
FIRSY NATIONAL, TH’ ComPANY 
THAT HAS ALL TH’ BIG sTARS! 


HEAVENS! IM ALL 
A-TWITTER! LeTs \ 
GO OVER 10 THE 
SUGAR-BowL 

AND CELEBRATE! 
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ITS AN ALLAN DWAN PRopucTioN 

“HES MADE SOME oF 

THE SWELLEsT 

FLICKERS GOIN’! WHOS THE 
= DIRECTOR? 


i GRACIOUS! | HOPE LISSEN GORGEOUS! WELL 

an ‘ ' BE A PANIC! HASN'T 
CARL ED MADE uS 
FAMOUS IN 800 

— NEWSPAPERS WITH 
32,500,000 PEOPLE 
: ‘READING ABOUT US 
EVERY 
DAY ! 


“| -OF COURSE \ 
BE TH’ LOVE INTEREST- | 
MARY BRIANS PLAYING GRAN'POP! AND CANT You 
Just SEE “Ze 
| ALICE WHITE BZ 
AS GIGGLES! Z 


INTRODUCE 
LUCIEN LOTLEFIELD 
AS POP JENKS! 


SAY! DOESN'T HORACE 
COME IN ON THIS 


E SURE! HES GONNA Be 
INTERMISSION 


With Hedda Hopper, Jack Duffy, and Jack Eagan 
Adaptation by Tom Geraghty 
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PICTURES 


EUROPE BUILT 733 
THEATRES LAST YEAR 
Germany, 280; England, 100; 


France, 68—Estimate 460 
Features for $16,000,000 


Washington, April 3. 


Last year there were 733 theatres 
either newly built or reconstructed 
in Great Britain and Continental 
eountries with an aggregate seating 
eapacity of nearly 400,000, says 
George Canty, motion picture trade 
eommissioner, in a special] bulletin 
on pictures made public today by 
the Department of Commerce. 

Germany led in the matter of new 
construction with 280 theatres built 
with a seating capacity of 130,000. 
Great Britain follows with 100 
houses of 95,000 capacity while 
France built 68 new theatres with 
60,000 capacity. 

Canty estimates 
about 460 feature pjgtures were 
produced in Europe costing ap- 
proximately $16,000,000. Most of 
these were by the German, British 
or French studios. Germany had 
241; France, 74; Great Britain, 44; 
Austria, 16; Czechoslovakia, 11; 
Sweden, 10; Denmark, 6, and Italy 5. 

Continuing, Mr. Canty states: 

“American features distributed in 
Great Britain numbered 723, an in- 
crease of about 100 over the pre- 
vious year. At the same time, how- 
ever, our relative share of the 
British market declined slightly. 
Germany took 192 American films 
in 1927, a drop of 37 from the 1926 
total, while France took 368 as 
compared with 444 the previous 
year.” 


that in 1927 


Indianapolis Band Policy 
Indianapolis, April 3. 

Everything’s set for the Circle 

ere to open under stage band pol- 
icy April 14 with Marjorie Alton, 
@irector of productions, 

Charles Dahl, general stage man- 
ager, Skouras’ enterprises, came 
here from St. Louis to put Circle 
stage in shape. 


San Francisco’s Own 


RUBE 


WOLF 


“Mirth of a Nation” 


The Biggest Individual Box 
Office Draw That Ever Played 
the Warfield Theatre 


A Fanchon & Marco “Idea” 


| IRENE JUNO 


AT THE 


WURLITZER 


B. F. KEITH’S 


Washington, DO. C. 


EDDIE WEAVER 


ORGANIST 
PUBLIX OLYMPIA 


NEW HAVEN. CONN. 


Shanberg Resigns as 
Loew’s K. C. Gen. Mgr. 


Kansas City, April 3. 

M. B. Shanberg, managing direc- 
tor of Loew’s Midland and the 
Newman theatres here, announced 
his resignation, effective at once. 
His retirement as head of the Loew 
interests in Kansas City was caused 
by the rapidly increasing demands 
on his time from the Midland Cir- 
cuit of theatres, consisting of over 
50 houses in Missouri, Kansas and 
Iowa, of which he is managing 
director 

With his withdrawal, H. H. Ma- 
loney becomes resident manager of 
the Midland and Harold Evans will 
look after the Newman. Both 
houses will continue under the 
general supervision of W. A. Fin- 
ney, western division manager for 
the Loew group. No change of 
policy at the Midland, but starting 
next week the Newman will be 
operated as a split-week house. 


Stanley’s Route, Units 
And New People 


units hereafter 


Stanley circuit 


will open in Jersey City, playing 
Newark, New York,’ Brooklyn, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Baltimore 


and Philadelphia in that sequence. 
The Jersey City and Newark:-dates 
will parallel the New Haven and 
Boston break in weeks as on the 
Publix circuit, with everything 
primed for the New York showings. 

Harry Crull is putting on new 
units this and next week, following 
Edward L. Hyman’s initial produc- 
tion, “In Granada,” following which 
Hyman does another the week of 
April 14, with Joseph Plunkett, the 
Stanley's production chief, to 
mount one personally for the week 
of April 21. 

Al and Ray Samuels, Markell and 
Faun, Fauntleroy and Van, Cesar 
Nesi and the Maryon Vadie Dancers 
have been engaged for Hyman’s 
second unit production. 

Cissie Hayward, formerly with 
R. H. Burnside, has been added to 
the Brooklyn Strand’s staff as girl 
dance troupe stager. Her Hight 
English Mascots are the maiden 
troupe, current at the Brooklyn 
Strand. 


Seattle Bears Down on 
Vehicle Advertising 


Seattle, April 3. 
Local managers are up in the air 
owing to a state law, recently put 
into effect, which taboos any adver- 
tising on automobiles or other mov- 
ing vehicles. The local showmen 
may form an association to fight it. 
Houses have always gone in 
strong for this type of exploitation, 
especially West Coast’s theatres. 
The law has not been enforced 
for some time, having been passed 
by the last legislature over a year 
ago. Many squawks are understood 
to have come from various civic or- 
ganizations, hence the sudden ac- 
tion. 


Pick Co. Garnishees 


Chicago, April $. 

Albert Pick, theatrical supply 
company, have secured a judgment 
of $16,000 against the Gregory 
Bernasek Theatre corporation. In 
an attempt to collect they have 
served a garnishment writ on the 
Foreman National Bank. 


JEALOUS OF ITS REP. 
Utica, N. Y., April 3. 
Olympic, straight pictures, pulled 
“Legionaires in Paris” Sunday night 
after two days of a planned seven- 
day run. “Honor First,” reissue 
with John Gilbert and Renee Adoree 
put in for the remaining five days. 
House is exceedingly jealous of 
its rep and often pulls a picture 
when it is deemed less than class. 


A NEW IDFA IN 
Versatility 


HOWARD 


PRESENTATION MUSIC 
Showmanship 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Successful Week at MERRICK THEATRE, JAMAICA, L. I. 


Real Music 


EMERSON 


CARLOS DOROTHY 


DANCING PAR VERSATILITY 
4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 


GATES AFTER IND. HOUSE 
CHAIN IN CAPITAL 


Washington, April 8. 

Sidney Gates, long with the Loew 
organization and last in Norfolk, 
Va., is behind stock selling company 
getting set to gather in all inde- 
pendent neighborhoods to run in 
opposition to the present established 
Stanley-Crandall chain. 

Several options on houses have 
already been secured with plan to 
extend to the suburban towns as 
well with goal scheduled to con- 
stitute 25 houses, 

Gates, who left Loew when 
marrying into the wealthy Hoffman 
family in Norfolk, has his brother- 
in-law, according to report, in with 
him on the new venture. 


Garde Theatre at Auction 


In Foreclosure Suit 
Danbury, Conn., April 3. 

The Garde theatre, New London, 
was sold at public auction last 
week for $508,521. Purchaser was 
Frank McGuire, attorney for Wal- 
ter Garde, owner. The sale was or- 
dered to satisfy a foreclosure suit 
brought by a New Haven bank. For 
the past few weeks the house has 
been doing exceedingly good busi- 
ness. 

Early last week during an eve- 
ning performance a small portion 
of the balcony ceiling collapsed. 
The plaster fell just as the first 
show audience was leaving the 
house. Several patrons suffered 
abrasions, 


N. J. Boys Expanding 


A meeting of the Ll. T. O. A. of 
New Jersey was held at Jersey City 
Saturday for the purpese of draw- 
ing up plans for the expansion of 
the theatre holdings of the group. 
Executive committee is to investi- 
gate theatrical property available for 
purchase in New Jersey and pick 
suitable locations for new houses. 

Reports made at the meeting were 
to the effect that funds from the 
bankers were available for the 
project. 


ltown houses (Universal), 


Mike Newman Ribbed 
Up and Sold U’s America 
Denver, April 4. 
America, one of the larger down- 
which for 
months has been slipping badly 
with popular trade, is now the 
property of Harry E. Huffman, local 
theatre man. Huffman owns the 
Aladdin, where the only Movietone 
and Vita reels are unwound, in ad- 


dition to two other smaller suburban | 
law 


houses. He contemplates Vita and 


Movietone for the America. 

Mike Newman slipped into town 
to look over the America and find 
out why it wasn't ticking. Almost 
overnight the house began to take 
on new life. 

Newman hurled a bombshell into 
the theatrical circle by announcing 
the sale of the America. He 
refused to admit that he had come 
to Denver to sell the house. Said 
he was only sent here to work out 
a solution for its rejuvenation. The 
fact remains that his handling of 
the deal made something of a splash 
here. 

Newman Is expecting t return to 
the coast as soon as the theatre is 
turned over to the local magnate. 


Village Art Movie Dark 
After Dropping $50,000 


Dreams of having a chain of $2 
top places of amusement for higher 
minds throughout the land went 
blotto with the closing of the Green- 
wich Village Theatre Saturday 
night. Instead, Brewster Morse is 
still going over the books trying 
to find out how he could have 
dropped over $50,000 on one theatre. 

Eight weeks ago Morse tackled 
the Village house with a six-piece 
orchestra and an office staff of 15, 
fairly big pfctures and costly pres- 
entations. A $2 scale ruled the two 
shows daily for this 380 seater. 


B. O. Girl Bites Bandit’s 
Finger, but $280 Is Lost 


St. Johnsbury Vt., April 3. 


Despite determined resistance by 
Lucia Tegu, cashier of the Palace 


Story Similarity 
Los Angeles, April 8. 

Because of similarity in theme of 
stories, Pathe has agreed to hold 
back.a Broadway release of “His 
Country,” four or five months until 
Universal can get a run on “We 
Americans.” 

“His Country” was directed by 
William K. Howard and “We Amer- 
icans” by Edward Sloman. 


L. A. UPTOWN DROPS VITA 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

The Uptown, West Coast's neigh- 
berhood house, has discontinued 
showing first run Vitaphone sub- 
jects in conjunction with the fea- 
ture film. 

House is now running on a grind 
with straight pictures and only an 
organ, 


KEATON’S EXTERIORS IN N. Y. 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Buster Keaton accompanied by 
Edward Sedgwick, director, and 
Marceline Day, feminine lead, ig en 
route to New York to take ex- 
teriors for “Snapshots” his first pic- 
ture upon his return to M-G-M. 
“Snapshots” deals with the ex- 
periences of a newsreel cameraman. 
Fox recently made a picture with 
a similar background. 


Paris, March 24. 


Robert Peguy is producing a 
screen version of “Embrassez-Moi" 
(Kiss Me), Palais Royal farce by 
Tristan Bernard, Yves Mirande and 
G. Quinson, for the Alex Nalpas 
Film Co. Jacqueline Forzane, Riga- 


theatre, two well dresse] men man- 
aged to get away with $280 last 
week, 

The men entered the ticket of- 
fice about 9:30 p. m., demanding the 
money at the point of a gun. Not 
getting a quick response, they 
grabbed the silver out of the cash 
drawer. Miss Tegu tried to hide 
the bills and one of the robbers 
reached for them. As she fought 
him, biting his finger, the other 
burglar smashed a blackjack on her 
head. She was not seriously hurt. 

The men have not been caught. 


Brockliss Abroad for T-S 


J. Frank Brockliss has been ap- 
pointed European sales representa- 
tive for Tiffany-Stahl, with head- 
quarters in Paris. 

Mr. Brockliss has been associated 
as foreign representative in the 
past with Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, 
First National and other American 
distributors. 

Ed J. Smith, the T-F general sales 
manager, had a talk in New York 
with the new foreign rep before 
Brockliss sailed back. 


Va. Co. Compromises Suit 
Charleston, W. Va.,.March 27. 
The damage action brought by 
T. L. James, broker, of New York 
City, against the Virginian Amuse- 
ment Co. for $17,500, alleged com- 
mission on the sale of the Rialto 


{and Virginian theatres to the Kan- 


awha Valley Theatres Corp., sub- 
sidiary of Universal, in October, 
1926, for $300,000, has been com- 
promised. 

Plaintiff received $1,000, from re- 
port. 
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‘QUEBEC READY FOR 
SUNDAY CLOSING FIGHT 


Montreal, April 3. 
Folicwing the closing of all Mon- 
treal and Province of Quebec pic- 


ture theatres to children under 16 
decks are cleared for the next fight, 
which is to be over the even more 
disastrous blow of Sunday closing. 

Law against this is already on 
the statute books, but it is a federal 
which, while it has been 
strictly enforced in all the other 
eight provinces of the Dominion, 
has been forgotten in Quebec. 

Premier Tashereau, who is also 
attorney-general of the province, 
last session put through an enabling 
law entitling him to carry any case 
under this law in appeal as far as 
the Privy Council in London, the 
Supreme Court of Appeal for the 
British Empire. Latest intimation 
is that private actions, supported by 
the Quebec Government, will be 
taken against two theatres as test 
cases. These are stated to be the 
Palace, Montreal, and Auditorium, 
Quebec. 


“Block” Marriages 


Popularity of matrimony in Pat- 
terson, N. J., gets on the record by 
the fact that 60 couples, falling for 
a gag at Fabian’s Rivoli, have con- 
sented to be married by the Mayor 
on that theatre’s stage the night 
of April 10. 

Manager John Helwig’s tie-up 
only provides gratuities for one 
couple. He didn’t expect his ar- 
rangements with a florist, furni- 
ture dealer and jeWeler would 
create such a turmoil. 


Bldg. Inspector Orders . 


Audience from Balcony 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., April 3. 


Audience was ordered to leave the 
balcony of the Best theatre, pic- 
tures, last week by the building in- 
spector, 

The balcony was ordered closed, 
due to its dirty condition and the 
fact that aisies were blocked by 
loose chairs. 
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RAS BROTHERS 


amBassADOR 


LOUTS. MO: 


RUDOLPH 


SCHRAEGER 


FEATURED ORGANIST 


4th Consecutive Year with 
West Coast Theatres 


din (cinema name of the French | 
comedian prince) amd Geneviev: 
Cargese hold the leada, 


Negotiations are in hand for th | 
transformation of the Follies Dra 
matiques, one of the oldest play 
houses in Paris, into a picture pal- , 
ace. It is possible the house may 
be reconstructed on the lines of the 
Vaudeville theatre, now the Par- | 
amount Palace. 


Valentin Mandelstamm has re-. 
turned to Paris from Hollywood. | 
He is proceeding to Morocco in con- | 
nectlon with a picture for Loew- | 
Metro-Goldwyn j 


Among the Muggs 


By The Skirt Chaser 


The Best Dressed 


Capitol 


WALT ROESNER 
Master of Ceremonies 


Mugg of the Week 
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Bankers and Washington 


(Continued from page 5) 


legal withholding of films in inter- 
gtate commérce, 


It is stated that in filing the “in- 
formation” through the district at- 
torney in Chicago in the strike case 
the department has shown many 
lawyers here that it feels its case 
an “air-tight” one. 

Mergers 

The Dept. of Justice investigation 
may result in a federal action at any 
time, hinging on the mergers and 
block booking, as well as many other 


angles which are being closely 
guarded. 
That Col. William J. Donovan, 


assistant to the attorney-general, 
handling the case, has sufficient ma- 
terial to start somethine is con- 
eeded here. What is asked is: why 
is he holding off? 

Answer has been: politics and the 
bankers, principally the latter. 

Many are admiring Col. Donovan 
for holding off at this key point in 
politics. Any: move he might make 
at the present time against the pic- 
ture industry would bring him na- 
tional publicity. He hasn’t had 
much publicity of late and, like 
most Washington officials, he is 
known to have ambitions. 


Those looking at it from another 
angle figure it out that the colonel 
is endeavoring to work the whole 
thing out under cover, due to pres- 
sure brought on him by the money 
interests. All of which is on the 
assumption by the attorneys here 
that with the material cited Colonel 
Donovan has a case against the in- 
dustry. 

Brookhart Tied 


At the Capital many factions are 
clamoring for an investigation of 
the entire picture industry. These 
demands are constantly growing in 
number. Senator Brookhart is 
known to have many such requests 
by mail while several have made 
the trip to Washington to put the 
same thing up to him. 


The Senator’s hands, however, in 
this regard are tied. He cannot 
introduce a resolution for such an 
investigation without causing re- 
sentment within the ranks of the 
Senate interstate commerce com- 


Ask the Man 
Who Played It! 


Still Going Big!! 


SENC US YOUR 
OPEN TIME 
PERCENTAGE ONLY 
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mittee considering the hearings on 
his bill to stop block booking. That 
committee will have to act first be- 
fore Brookhart can make a further 
move. 

It does not so tie Senator King of 
Utah, long known to be out to bring 
further bludgeons down on the head 
of Will Hays. 
Besides which 
Canon Chase, 
The whole Senate and House, in- 
cluding Senator James Watson, 
chairman of the interstate com- 
merce committee, face politics. 
Nobody is going to take a chance 
on offending anybody this session. 
It is almost a 100 to 1 that the 
committee will not make a move 
this session on Senator Brookhart's 
bill. Beside the “middle of the 
road” attitude all around is Senator 
Watson personally and his presi- 
dential aspirations. He is known to 
figure himself in a key position not 
unlike that occupied by Harding in 
1920. His friends look for a dead- 
lock with Senator Watson as the 
dark horse. 


there is always 


No Fooling 
With such an outlook tue senator 
is not going to report any bill that 
would start something either way 
he reported it. The picture indus- 
try in both producing and exhibit- 
ing is too big a proposition politi- 
cally to fool with at this time. 
The senator is getting plenty of 
publicity with the coal investigation 
before his committee with such 
witnesses as Henry Ford, John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., etc., ete. 
In spite of this Senator Brook- 
hart is still hopeful. 
Meanwhile the Federal Trade 
Commission is continuing its pri- 
vate board of review hearings, hav- 
ing disposed of First National and 
Fox by the personal appearance 
route last week and with a brief 
Educational made its appearance 
also. Warner Bros, and F. B. O. 
were there the week before. 
Universal and several others are 
yet to come. Understood that as 
yet Universal has not been cited to 
appear, but will be if present plans 
of commission, as reported, are car- 
ried forward. 
Another phase is the endeavor of 
United Artists to get out of the 
general move against the industry. 
One report has it that the com- 
mission as a body is willing to let 
this company out principally, due 
to testimony of competing com- 
panies that U. A. doesn’t block 
book. This report has it that the 
final decision has been left with the 
board of review—and that body, at 
this writing, is understood to have 
not yet made up its mind. When 
U. A. signed the general petition 
urging adoption of the trade prac- 
tice conference resolution referred 
to in Variety last week, it tied the 
company into something that may 
hold them even yet. 

Ready to Talk 


In the expressed belief that any 
sweeping suit in the federal courts 
will be prevented by the money 
behind pictures, one attorney on the 
payroll of a picture company ex- 
pressed the belief that Paramount, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and several 
of the others would be glad to sit 
down “around a big table” at this 
time and get some sort of an agree- 
ment, not only with the commis- 
sion, but with the Department of 
Justice, too. 

Two companies, however, are said 
to stand in the way of such a get 
together. No one officially will 
name those two companies. Both 
are reported to have informed gov- 
ernment officials that they intend 
to stand on their rights—that the 
government was going where it 
didn’t belong. It was intimated, 
| reports have it, by counsel for both 
companies that they will fight any 
move against them right through 
to the finish. 


Niggemeyer in New York 
Chicago, April 8. 
Charles Niggemeyer, on the B. & 
K. production staff, goes to New 
York tomorrow (Wednesday) to al- 
ternate with Boris Petroff as pro- 


ducer of units at the Capitol. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


A group of the movie people of the Mejrabpom-Russ studio, belonging 
to a Soviet state trust, were recently arrested in Moscow. They are 
accused by the Soviet authorities of embezzling the state funds and 
forging numerous receipts. This is the third group of important movie 
people arrested and tried in Soviet Russia within the last two years. 
The Mejrabpom-Russ group, latest arrested, is headed by Z. Y. Darewsky, 
studio manager, and V. I. Strauss, assistant director. In their alleged 
misdeeds they were aided by Tumanoff, Pavioff, Popoff, Ledascheff, all 
assistant directors; Yegoroff and Koslovsky-Karaseff, studio artists; 
Epstein, Lurie, Gurevich, Babushkin, Kriloff, Gorny, Ignatenko and 
Paperno, various studio executives and employees. 

Many of the alleged embezzlments and irregularities were in connec- 
tion with the making of the films “Aelita,” “The Cigaret Girl of the 
Mosselprom,” “Miss Mend” and “The End of St. Petersburg.” 

The film “Mary’s Kiss,” built around the news reel taken while Mary 
Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks visited Moscow, also served to enrich 
the pockets of Darewsky and his friends it is charged. 

Darewsky !s accused of collecting money from the Soviets on fictitious 
bills for the services of a “regiment used as extras,” to pay the “doctors 
for attending the injured during the filming of the scenes,” to reimbuse 
the “householders for damage done to their houses and belongings dur- 
ing the shooting of the films,” etc. 

An investigation brought out that no soldiers or doctors helped and 
no householders suffered. It was also revealed that much of the money 
embezzled in this way was spent for joy rides with “various citizenesses.” 
The Soviet newspapers indignantly pointed that the embezzlers were 
in no actual crying need to commit the crimes as they were receiving 
excellent salaries. Thus, the salary of Darewsky is reported to be 600 
rubles ($300) a month. 

The two last trials of other Soviet movie people disclosed facts much 
of the same brand. The first one, taking place in Moscow about a year 
and a half ago, exposed the sending of large movie expeditions, with- 
out cameramen, to Siberia to take snow scenes during the summer 
when there is no snow, despatching them to Odessa to take battle-fleet 
scenes without first ascertaining whether there was a battle fleet in 
Odessa, ete, It was a trial of embezzlement heavily colored with in- 
efficiency. 

The second of the two trials accurred last February. This group of 
the defendants was headed by Forreger, the drama and movie director of 
Russia. As the group tried ahead of them, Forreger and his aides were 


accused of “spending money without accounts,” and as their predecessors 


had, they received heavy prison terms. 


The same fate is expected by Darewsky and his aides now in the 
Moscow jails awaiting their trial. 


lately opening in that section are being harmoniously operated by West 
Coast Theatres circuit. Publix has its own representatives on the 
ground and in the houses, but the active operation remains with W. C., 
under Harold Franklin’s supervision. 

This is similar to the W. C. operation of the Publix and Loew theatres 
in San Francisco and Los Angeles. All talk of either Publix (Para- 
mount) or Loew’s pulling their theatres away from West Coast on the 
Slope has about died out. Still, with Publix sending its P-L stage units 
out to that territory, and with those units hitting the coast as something 
worthwhile new, it leaves the Publix-Loew theatre affiliation in a post- 
tion to handle its own houses out there, should it be deemed advisable 
at any time. While that any time looks remote at present, there's no 
telling what may turn up. It’s no joke for W. C. to manipulate every- 
a with the Publix and Loew’s houses to please every one all of the 
while, 


A screen comedian was recently placed under contract by one of the 
large producing companies after the comedian’s own unit had been dis- 
banded. He was to confine himself to acting, having no authority over 
selection of stories or directors. 

A writer was-assigned to do an original, and the story was approved 
by the studio's production executive. The comedian read the story but 
suggested no changes. 
vacation and turned the unit over to a supervisor. The comedian then 
started his objections and finally persuaded the supervisor to let him 
write a new story. After six weeks, the comedian was still writing 
his version with the director, on salary, waiting to start production. 


A special notice has been sent out instructing officers of the Moving 
Picture Operators’ locals (stage hands union), that installations of talk- 
ing pictures must be supervised by a member of the Alliance. 

The engineers of the talking companies can not train picture operators 
in the operation of talking films device, the order says. 


In watching the Eight Victor Artists sail over the picture house cir- 
cuits, it seems from the reports that the farther they are from New 
York the less drawing power is evinced by them. That will be a bit 
surprising to showmen who have been of the opinion the Victor disc fame 
strongly carried to all points of the nation. 


“An Extra’s Nightmare,” freak impressionistic picture designed to meet 
the demands of the little theatre movement, was made in Hollywood by 
Slavko Vorkapitch and Robert Florey at a much ballyhooed cost of $97. 
In analyzing cost of the ordinary two reel subject where the bare 2,000 
feet of film would be used, cost of this film alone would be $100. If 
everything were donated, the money spent must have been paid to 
the carpenter who built the miniatures. 

Picture, however, through the interest of Charles Chaplin has shown 
toward it, is having a run at the United Artists theatre, Los Angeles, 
acting as a filler. 


One feminine picture star at a Culver City studio known for her ad- 
miration and love for dogs, was having her hair dressed in a dressing 
room overlooking the studio lot. She was attired in nothing but a 
short pair of trunks and a brassiere. The echo of a dog fight reached her 
ears and thinking it was one of her animals, she jumped from the 
chair and ran out on the balcony uncenscious of her attire. She called 
down to a group of men who had rushed to separate the warriors but 
when they looked up the attraction of the fight shifted to the balcony. 
The actress suddenly realized her predicament and disappeared. . 


The repeated squawk issued by the management of the Plaza, New 
York, relative to being unable to obtain pictures from the major pro- 
ducers and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer especially does not seem justified in 
view of the scheduled line-up of coming pictures to this house con- 
taining, among others, “The Crowd” (M-G-M), “The Circus” CU;..A;). 
“Patent Leather Kid” (F. N.), “The Jazz Singer” (W. B.), “Big City” 
(M-G-M). 

It may be that Leo Brecher has been 

(Continued on page 48) 
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getting product since his 


From reports coming out of the northwest, the two new Publix de luxesf 


Shortly after, the production executive left on a| 


B’WAY RUNS 


Incoming Features to New York 
Houses 
Spring crop of incoming “run® 


pictures for Broadway lines up ag 
follows: “Speedy” (Par) comes into 
the Rivoli this Friday for so long 
as it can stay, to be followed by 
“Street of Sin” (Par), Jannings, 
with United Artists’ “The Tempest" 
then due at this house if it’s ready, 

At the Rialto, “Drums of Love” 
(U, A.) succeeds the current “Le- 
gion of the Condemned” (Par) 
when the latter feature leaves, with 
another U. A., “Ramona,” next on 
the list here. A Paramount pie« 
ture not yet selected then takes its 
turn. 

Among the $2 class the next legit 
scale showing is due for “Abie'’s 
Irish Rose” (Par) at the 44th 
Street, either April 16 or 23. “Man 
Who Laughs” (U) supposedly 
comes into the Colony after “We 
Americans” (U), but there may be 
a delay on this one, while Fox 
brings “Street Angel” to the Globe 
next Monday night, April 9. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer may send 
“Casanova,” French picture, into 
the Embassy behind the now play- 
ing “Two Lovers” (U. A.), and 
Pathe is apt to actively resume its 
lease on the Gaiety for “The God- 
less Girl’ sometime next month. If 
First National can sublease the 
Globe from Fox it will put “Lilac 
Time” (F. N.), Colleen Moore, at 
that house in June. 


Calling in 2 “Kings” 

Two roadshow companies of “The 
King of*Kings” were called off this 
week by Pathe. 

The maximum number of come 
panies, with full orchestral equipe 
ment, is seven. This total, accord- 
ing to Pathe offices, was reached 
before the cancellation. 

All of the companies will probe 
ably be called in by July, it was ree 
vealed, 


Jasper Blystone directing “Daisies 
Won't Yell” for Fox. Cast includes 
Carrol Lincoln, Florence Spencer, 
Otto Fries and Benny Rueben; 


U will feature Arthur Lake in 
“Navy Blue,” original by Ear] Snell. 
If he gets over company plans to 
prime Lake in a series of star pro« 
ductions. 
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Pa. Group Renamed 


At a meeting at Wilkes-Barre, | 
Pa., the oldest exhibitor group in | 
the country was reorganized as the ; 
M. P. T. O. of Northeastern Pennsy1- 
vania. 

This group has been reorganized | 
mainly for use as a “name” in} 
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Tremendous 


Accomplishment 


~—John Ford completes his screen version of Donn Byrne's celebrated novel and play 
“Hangman’s House,” with @ noted cast including Victor McLaglen, Larry Kent, 
June Collyer, Hobart Bosworth and Earle Foxe. Although of road-show calibre, it 
will be released direct to exhibitors. 


~~Wilson Mizner, noted humorist, author, playwright and soldier of fortune signed by 
Winfield Sheehan, vice-president and general manager, to write original screen stories. 


With opening of “Mother Machree” today at Globe Theatre, John Ford has two $2 
pictures playing on Broadway and William Fox adds a third to the road-show 
attractions for general release to exhibitors beginning next August. 


-—*Four Sons,” John Ford's epic of a mother's devotion, is hailed by Philadelphia critics 
as finest — of its kind ever produced. S&S. R. O. at every performance since 
opening, despite usual slump during Lent. 


— 


-~Harry Collins, recognized as America’s foremost creator of women's styles, arrives 

in Hollywood under contract with Fox to supervise all modern dress in this coms’ 

any's pictures. Collins gowns are expected to result in the world’s style center 
ing transplanted from Paris to Hollywood. 


Berthold Viertel, noted German playwright, poet and author, arrives at Fox Holly- 
wood studios to begin work on original stories for the screen. 


After two months of continuous work, Fox cameraman completes special Easter 
subject for Fox News depicting “The way of Christ to the Crucifixion and Resur- 
rection in the Holy Land.’ 


—Charles Francis Coe arrives at the Coast studios to co-operate with Raoul Walsh, 
who will direct his novel, “Me, — and William K. Howard, who will bring 
his Saturday Evening Post story, “Phe River Pirate,” to the screen. 3 


-——“Dressed to Kill,” Irving Cummings’ modern story of New York's underworld, is the 
talk of the industry after two record-breaking weeks at the Roxy Theatre. Critics 
label it the best of all crook dramas. 


-~Truman H. Talley, editor-in-chief of Fox News, arrives in Europe to reinforce the 
Continental newsreel camera staff and to produce a picture of Hungarian national 
life, with the cooperation of the Hungarian government, in Budapest. 


«—The Red Dancer of Moscow” previewed at Burlingame, California, is acclaimed a 
greater box-office attraction than Raoul Walsh's previous success, “What Price Glory.” 


Winfield Sheehan and James R. Grainger, vice-president and general manager and 
sales manager, res ctively, after conference at Hollywood studios, announce that 
every picture on the 1927-28 schedule either has been completed or is in work and 
that the complete line-up of attractions for 1928-29 has been tentatively scheduled. 
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Just think! This salesman 
, . covering a West Virginia 
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AFTER all 
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commne: M-G-M salesmen are modest about the fact 
that their pictures play in more theatres than 
SS Circus Rookies any other product. 
|| RAMON novanno in NORMA SHEARER in M-G-M has convinced the industry that its 


CRAWFORD in WILLIAM HAINES star line-up and production personnel make 
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British Film Field :: 


By Frank Tilley 


London, March 26. 

A week of meetings. First, Pro- 
vincial Cinematograph Theatres, 
followed by Cinematograph Exhibi- 
tors, with London Theatres of 
Varieties the same day. Another 
was to promote the Children’s Film 
Association. 

of the L. T. V. meeting there is 
nothing to say, except it seems the 
company will go fnto compulsory 
liquidation. 


P. C. T.’s Year 


Lord Ashfield, chairman of the 
Underground Railways, and origin- 
ally an American citizen, took the 
chair, and began by announcing 
new theatres of just over 2,000 seats 
were being built at Bournemouth, 
Bristol, Hanley and Preston. Net 
profits for the year are $1,744,030, 
an increase over 1926 of $360,185. 
Some $150,000 went to general re- 
serve, which now amounts to 
$770,000, and $544,145 was written 
off good will and expenses of the 
recent stock issue. Dividends paid 
on the “A” and “B” preference and 
the cumulative participating com- 
mon stock took $692,460. <A divi- 
dend of 15 per cent. on the common 
stock was declared, which is 5 per 
cent. more than last year, and ab- 
sorbed $375,000. 

On the film bill and its effect, 
Lord Ashfield said he doubted 
whether the legal requirement by 
which a portion of a program had 
to be British film would influence 
the public in its judgment, but if 
the films were attractive they would 
succeed, and if they were not, no 
act of parliament would ever make 
them successful 

Ashfield, also on the board of 
Standard Film Company and of 
Pathe-First National, has always 
been opposed to protecting British 
pictures, and on several occasions 
when the bill was in progress pub- 
lished statements strongly against it. 
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The Exhibitors’ Meeting 


Though theatre men from all 
over the country attended the an- 
nual meeting of the Exhibitors’ 
Association, little but routine busi- 
ness was done. The one outburst 
came from John Harrison, protest- 
ing against the new general coun- 
cil including several distributors. 
As the delegates to the council had 
been elected by provincial 
branches, there was no option for 
the meeting but to accept them. 
This means the squabble over dis- 
tributors being concerned in the 
affairs of the Exhipitors’ Associa- 
tion will go on for another year. 

E. E. Lyons, one of the members 
of the Denman Street Tru.‘, now 
buying theatres for the Gaumont- 
British group, failed in his attempt 
to become elected vice-president, 
polling 468 votes, against 795 ob- 
tained by F. H. Cooper of Norwich, 
who thus becomes next year’s 
president-elect. 

Hot2l Victoria housed the annual 
dinner the same _ evening, Lord 
Askwith, who fathered the film bill 
through the House of Lords, taking 
the chair over 530 guests. 

Claiming we had been “over- 
whelmed from another country with 
films we did not want,” Lord Ask- 
with talked mainly of patriotism 
and the colonial markets. Col. 
Josiah Wedgwood, Labor member 
of parliament, who organized the 
opposition in parliament to the film 
bill, figured exhibitors as_ best 
judges of what they wanted to 
show, with box-office results as the 
one sane and normal check on the 
theatremen’s taste and judgment 
He protested against government 
interference with pictures, and de- 
clared that, having seen “Dawn,” 
the authorities would not interfere 
again! 

H. Victor Davis of South Wales, 
current year’s president of the 
association, discounted the effect of 
the craze to form circuits, declar- 
ing there would still be sufficient 
independent exhibitors left at any 
time to form a bigger field for film 
bookings than all the circuits com- 
bined. 

All in all, there was no lead nor 
any sign of a definite policy on the 
part of the association coming out 
of the “start of a new year” con- 
ference. 

Fools and Their Money 

Since the flotation craze started 
here, it has seemed the more dud 
a proposition was the easier the 
city fell for it. Now the stock 
market and the underwriters have 
become a little more wise—and it 
is next to impossible to get a 90 
per cent. foolproof proposition tak- 
en up for public issue. 

One firm badly hit is the Scot- 
tish Finance Co. It was left with 
the bulk of the Welsh Pearson- 
Elder stock, while the Tokenhouse 
Securities Corp. was landed with 
most of the British and dominions 
issue. An immediate result has 
been the suspension of the Blattner 
Film Corp., which the Scottish 
Finance Co. had given an under- 
taking to issue. Checks have been 
returned to the subunderwriters 
and the scheme ts all in the air 
for the moment, Louis Blattner 
threatening an action against the 
issuing house for breach of under- 
taking. 

One part of this company was to 
have been a_ subsidiary making 
pictures for release through United 
Artists, and tentative contracts 
were made with Rex Ingram to 
produce Cosmo Hamilton's as yet 
unpublished story, “The Three 
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The Sensational Hits of 
“HIT THE DECK” 
At Majestic, Los Angeles 
Will be go!ng east soon 


Watch Their Progress 


ture will be carried through, but 
the negotiations for a long-term 
contract to make films for U. A. 
have been broken off. 

Blattner is now financing pri- 
vately to carry out his contracts 
with British International and 
Gaumont-British for the making of 
three films a year for each com- 
pany, and declares he will begin 
shooting on “Jew Suss” in June. 


Noises Off 


Marshall Neilan left for America, 
not being able to come to an agree- 
ment with British Filmeraft, for 
whom he was to have directed a 
film with Gertrude Lawrence as 
lead. Miss Lawrence is also out so 
far as this particular company is 
concerned, work meantime being 
scheduled for “The Burgomaster of 
Stilemonde” for next month. 
George Banfield, director of produc- 


tions, is now in Paris conferring 
with Maurice Maeterlinck on the 
script. 


Major Charles Bell is back in 
town from Paris, after seeing that 
all ran smoothly at the Paramount 
theatre there. He ig putting in the 
electrical equipment at the Piccadilly 
theatre for Laurillard, for, though 
Bell is under contract to Famous, 
they let him free lance when they 
have no new theatre on the stocks. 


Special Runs 

Exclusive runs are growing in 
town. The Plaza has “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes,” not a big success. 
Shaftesbury Pavilion has “Clancey’s 
Kosher Wedding”; the Astoria runs 
a nice British film, “This. Marriage 
Business”; Capitol has “Lovers” 
(Ramon Novarro and Alice Terry); 
Edgar allace’s “Sinister Man” 
(Continental-made) is at the Ken- 
sington; Marble Arth Pavilion still 
keeps in “The Constant Nymph”; 
the Tivoli looks like running yet a 
while with “The Student Prince,” 
and the Stoll runs “Cape to Cairo,” 
the Courtt-Treatt African film. New 
Gallery has prerelease of “The Cir- 
cus,” playing to capacity five times 
a day, and a good tieup with the 
Underground Railway carrying bills 
naming stations near the theatre. 


Still Sticking 

Victor Sheridan, one time an ex- 
hibitor, and G. B. Samuelson had 
been working around a while try- 
ing to line up a producing company 
as Victory Films, Ltd. Paid op- 
tions on land at Elstree and did 
other things. Have now forfeited 
option money and are standing still, 
Sheridan being a kind of near-side- 
kick with Louis, Blattmer at the 
moment. 

British Screen Productions, Ltd., 
was to have floated, but is not yet 
out, and Westminster Pictures also 
remains dormant J. D. Williams 
and colleagues, connected with 
Pritchard’s, Oxford Street caterers, 
have made one film, “The Rising 
Generation,” with Alice Joyce, but 
do not seem any nearer getting un- 
loaded on Mr. and Mrs, Public. 


Who Leads? 

There may be a jam on a film 
because both Maurice Maeterlinck 
and Sir Martin Harvey want their 
wives to play the femme lead. The 
potential producers of “The Burgo- 
master of Stilemonde” have struck 
a new snag for this side, with the 
leading man and the author both 
making rival claims te nominate 
the leading lady. 


Canadian Tour 


F. N. Readhead, formerly an ex- 
hibitor and now road showing the 
“Cape to Cairo” film, leaves April 
28 for a 10 months’ Canadian lec- 
ture tour with the film, 

He opens in Toronto, Massey 
Hall, May 7, and is under contract 
to Bellows Brothers, who have the 
lecturer and film under option for 
America. 


More Animal Films 

Major Courtt-Treatt and-his wife, 
with E. S. Hinds, left March 16 for 
Centrai and East Africa te make 
films for British Instructional 
Films, Ltd., the company which put 
“The Battles of Coronel and Falk- 
land Islands” into Broadway re- 
cently and is making some of the 
Fox quota pictures, 

This trio aims at exploring a vir- 
gin patch of the South-West Sou- 
dan,.and will make two films, one 
a s: aight, picture of animal life 
and native customs and the other 
a story film for which the script 
has been written. No cast is being 


taken, the story for all- 


native labor. 


calling 


Anthony Asquith, responsible for 
“Shooting Stars,” begins March 19 
on his second picture, “Under- 
ground,” a modern meller, Cast in- 
cludes Brian Aherne, Elissa Landi 
and Cyril MacLaglen, brother of 
Victor, 


Scott Film Again 

This picture, under its most re- 
cent title, “The Great White Si- 
lence,”” was one of those announced 
by J. D. Williams as having been 
bought by British National for 
American distribution at the same 
time he bought “Nell Gwyn” from 
Herbert Wilcox and A. E. Bundy. 
Now, &@ meeting at the Imperial In- 
Stitute brings a statement from 
Rear-Admiral Evans (better known 
as Evans of the “Broke’"’) saying the 
film is to go to America unless Her- 
bert Ponting, out with the Scott ex- 
pedition and. who took the movie 
stuff, can get an offer of half as 
much from this country. 

Part of the film was shown ona 
lecture tour some dozen years back, 
Ernest Torrence being the lecturer 
for most of the Canadian and North 
American routes. This was before 
he took to the studio end of the 
movies, 


Theatre Deals 

Buying has quieted a bit this 
week, due in some cases to inde- 
pendent theatre owners raising the 
price of their houses at least twice 
aday. The Gibbons-Szarvasy group 
has bought, in addition to those 
already noted, the Woods’ theatres 
in Little Sutton, Wallasey, Liver- 
pool and Birkenhea,, as well as 
three in Chester and two neighbor- 
hood houses in London. 

Two stock brokers, N. S. Clements 
and F. J. Fitzgerald, are buying or 
getting options on a number of 
houses, with the avowed object of 
floating a $5,000,000 company. Had 
a scheme tof get a distributing or- 
ganization, on some kind of idea 
they would distribute their own 
films to their own theatres without 
having to go into production, 
Their potential circuit was figured 
to be around 20 houses. 


Back and Forth 
Al Kaufmann, titular head of the 
Plaza, is back here from the Conti- 
nent, and F. E. Enders, head of Brit- 
ish F. B. O., is home again from the 
same place, 

Maria Corda is also here to play 
lead in “Tessha” for Burlington 
Films Co., and started work at Els- 
tree. 

E. Hartley, technical director of 
Warner Bros., is another visitor, 
studying period decoration for fu- 
ture Hollywood use. 

Blanche Sweet is playing in “The 
Woman in White” for Herbert Wil- 
cox, shooting on which began this 
week. 


Come In! 
Under caption “The Knocker,” 
George Atkinson complains in the 
“Sunday Express” of reviews im 
Variety of “Passion Island,” “The 
Somme” and “The Luck of the 
Navy.” 
Says the paper evidently believes 
in the Iowa motto, “Every knife we 
put in our mouths should be made 
of American steel.” 
“Passion Island” is a Pathe film. 
Lord Beaverbrook owns both the 
Pathe company —or did when this 
film was made—and the “Sunday 
Express.” 
The other two: films were re- 
viewed, one here and one in Canada. 
Maybe we're all wrong but the “Ex- 
press’ critic. 


Market Prices 
Trial in an action between Warner 
Bros. and the Gaumont Co. “(which 
formerly distributed Warner product 
here) has been fixed for April 17. 
Warners allege Gaumont has not 


rendered monthiy accounts, has 
acted in bad faith and has fraudue 
lently discriminated against ihe 
Warner product by hiring other and 
inferior tilms and apportioning the 
charges to Warners’ disadvantage. 

In their statement of case plain- 
tiffs have delivered particulars of 
61 instances alleged to prove this 
discrimination, and applied to Jus- 
tice Russel for leave to add a fure 
ther eight cases. Leave was given 
to add six of the eight to those al- 
ready set forth. 

Sensational evidence is anticipate 
ed, as the action covers two cone 
tracts on two years’ product, and 
these are said to have called for 
monthly accounts and every effort 
by the Gaumont Co. to book the 
Warner pictures “to the best ade 
vantage.” 


Denman Deals 


Some trouble appears likely over 
the proposed sale of the Scala, 
Leeds, to the Denman Street Trust. 
The existing company, of which Sol 
Levy is managing director, has of- 
fered the present stockholders $1.60 
per $5 share, and some of the hold- 
ers are not satisfied this is a fair 
figure and are getting together to 
try obtaining an injunction against 
the completion of the sale. 

Denman Street Trust, which is an 
Ostrer Brothers’ concern operated 
by E. E. Lyons, is negotiating with 
Thomas Ormiston for the purchase 
of his theatres, a circuit of 12 in 
and around Glasgow. 

Ormiston was one of the promot- 
ers and strongest supporters of the 
recent attempt to get the independ- 
ent theatre men together into a 
booking combine, and his conclusion 
to sell out to Ostrers, who represent 
the Gaumont-British Co., is a final 
proof of the deadness of the book- 
ing scheme. 


— 
— 


For Laughing Purposes Only 


“VARIETY,” reviewing CAPITOL, 
Detroit, said: “Coscia and Verdi, 
late of vaude, were the show's big 
item, but appeared too early to allow 
the balance of their bill to retain 
the effects of their presence. In con- 
sequence, the show lost steam fol- 
lowing the pair. By now, the stage 
show is no doubt changed around, 
yet it needs more than the lone 
strong turn it now possesses to send 
it across, 


PLAYING FOR PUBLIX 
CAPITOL, DES MOINES, NOW 


DIRECTION WM. MORRIS 


The Jesse Crawford Organ Concert 


Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford 
Vacationing 


For 2 Weeks 


WHAT PRICE PIANO 


EXCLUSIVE VICTOR 
AND DUO-ART ART 


PAULINE ALPERT 


JUST COMPLETED 24 WEEK TOUR OF PUBLIX CIRCUIT 
NOW APPEARING AT MARK STRAND, N. Y. (MARCH 31st) 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
FEATURING HER LATEST VICTOR RECORDS, “DANCING TAMBOURINE,” 


“DOLL DANCE,” JUST RELEASED 


ISTE 


Direction BENJAMIN DAVID 
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VARIETY 


CHARLIE 


The Picture House 
Comedy Smash 


There was a rigid rule at the 
Fox Theatre, Washington, 
D. C., “no bows” were to be 
taken, 


Then Along Came Charlie 


READ WHAT HAPPENED 


“Among the half-dozen other 
novelties that crowd the week's 
program is one that made a par- 
ticular hit with the customers. 
SO MUCK SO THAT THE 
SCHEDUL™ WAS DISRUPTED 
BY REPEATED ENCORES. 
Charles Althoff. billed as th: 
‘king of rubes,’ does extraordi- 
nary things with a violin, besides 
playing it. He is one of the char- 

ctors that Chie Sate imita: 
well and he is so natural that we 
are doubtful whether he 
tating anyone or not.” 

~—WASHINGTON “TIMES,” 
March 26th, 1928. 


is imi- 


Direction JERRY CARGILL 


Care of LYONS & LYONS 
Paramount Bldg., New York 


~ 


CAPITOL 
DETROIT 


Week April 7th 


Literati 


“World” vs. “Herald Tribune” 

The New York “Herald Tribune” 
and the Morning “World” are in a 
controversy over circulation fig- 
ures and are throwing page ads 
| against each other, The 
was roused over the “World's” sur- 
lvey of circulation as based on 

New York 
| Business Research for the informa- 
| tion of advertisers. The expense 
| was paid by the “World,” which 
| contends the investigation was im- 
| partial. The “World” further 
| claims the canvass of homes in the 
i various neighborhoods did not def- 
| initely trace 51,952 copies of the 
“Trib’s’ New York city circulation. 
It was further statéd an independ- 
ent survey showed the same dis- 
crepancy, 

Sunday’s “Trib” carried a page ad 
answer, heading it with the state- 
ment that the “Trib” has no quarrel 
' With surveys, but when findings are 
at variance with known recorded 
facts they should be challenged ana 
the fallacies exposed. Among the 
points brought out by the “Trib” is 
the difficulty of interviewing high- 
type families. 

Monday the “World” reprinted 
the “Trib’s” page and one of its own 
office ads on the opposite or right- 
hand page. As to the discrepancy 
in circulation claimed, the “World” 
said: “No statement is made or 
implied in the survey that the 
‘Herald Tribune’ does not have 
these 51,952 readers; it simply in- 
dicates they were not found. Every 
newspaper has newsstand or ‘fugi- 
tive’ circulation that it cannot trace 
to its ultimate destination. It is 
perhaps unfortunate that the ‘Her- 
ald Tribune’ seems to have more of 
it than any other morning news- 
paper in New York except the tab- 
loids,” 

In reprinting the “Trib’s” ad the 
“World” added a heading in heavy 
type: “Lost, Strayed or Stolen, 51,- 
952 ‘Herald Tribune’ Readers?” 
Over the page was inserted the in- 
formation that the ad was carried 
without charge with the compli- 
ments of the “World” and author- 
ized the “Trib” to print the 
“World’s” ad any day this week at 
regular advertising rates. The 
heading of the “World’s” page was: 
“Not ‘Lost, Strayed or Stolen’— 
Simply A. W. O. L.” 

Yesterday the “Trib” took the 
“World” at its word, reprinting the 
“World’s” page ad without change 
of any sort. It is presumed the 
p Trib” has billed the “World,” at 
regular space rates, which was the 
latter's proffer. Tuesday’s “Trib” 
also carried its own ad reprinted 
from Monday’s issue and of course 
minus the new heading the “World” 
had inserted. 

On Park Row it was said the 
“World” people thought the “Trib” 
couldn’t take a joke, 
is business. 


Friars’ Koentgsberg Dinner 


M. Koenigsberg will be the non- 
| Paying star guest at a dinner to be 
| tendered him Sunday evening, April 
21, at the Hotel Astor, New York, 
by the Friars. Tickets for Friars 
are $7.50 each, guests, $10. 

It’s not improbable that shortly 


| 
| 


after that date, Koenigsberg, who 
recently resigned from the Hearst 


| organization after 28 years of con- 
| secutive service, will organize his 
jown news service. 

— 

Tires of Hearst’s Hocus Pocus 
| Most recent Hearst shake up, this 
jtime on the “Times,” Washington, 
|seems to be a trifle different from 
|those preceding it there and else- 
where. Now it is traceable to a 
Congress aid Mexico. 

According to stories in the 
|Capital, Avery Marks, for 16 years 
| managing editor of the “Times,” 
‘lost his “head” because of his news 
sense and loyalty. In other words 
|the Washington scribes have it that 
|Marks saw the Mexican documents 
| as phoney and in playing the story 
‘down in the “Times,” while the 
lother Hearst daily, “Herald,” was 
Playing it all over the lot, he 
aroused the ire of W. R. Hearst. 

Prior to Congress taking a hand 
in the Mex bloomer, continues the 
story, John Hastings, in charge of 
the Hearst papers here and in Balti- 
more, was sent in to straighten 
| Marks out. Marks wouldn't 
straighten even though Hastings is 
said to have suggested that some- 
body be fired for a couple of weeks 
and then taken back, just to satisfy 
W. R. Marks couldn’t see this and 
when Hastings in desperation asked 
what he should tell the big chief 
he was told by Marks that he might 
state that he (Marks) was sick and 


tired of the hocus pocus after 16 


“rid” 


University’s Bureau of | 


But business 


|years of It. Then came the tele- 
\gram with Marks now playing golf 
in Florida. ~ 

Couple of other angles are said 
to be involved, one centering around 
the purchase of a home in George- 
town by Elinor Glyn. This writer 
said she was purchasing the old 
home to live secluded. Society editor 
“Jean Elliott” had something to say 
‘about the Georgetown citizens be- 
‘ing only too glad to let Madame 
'Glyn have that “seclusiveness.” 
Marks is said to have received in- 
structions to fire the s.e. He didn't, 
just dropping the pen name and 
letting it go at that. That is the 


report. 
Marks went in as m. e. of the 
“Times” when Arthur’ Brisbane 


owned it as a private venture. At 
that time Brisbane, so the scribes 
in Washington state, characterized 
Marks as the best m. e. he had ever 
encountered. Now Brisbane is up- 
set, ’tis said, because when Hearst 
let Marks out he questioned his 
(Brisbane’s) judgment. Story has 
it that Brisbane is getting things 
set for Marks to return to his desk. 


Peaches Not So Dumb 


Peaches Browning 1s_ credited 
with a naive answer to Victor Wat- 
son (‘Mirror’) that goes some- 
thing like this: 

Watson chased Peaches on the 
new Edgar Allen story, finally 
reached her and went into a sales 
talk on why she should speak ex- 
clusively for the ‘Mirror.” The 
editor’s idea was the prestige of 
the Hearst organization, the Hearst 
protection and the Hearst circula- 
tion as expressed by the “Mirror.” 
To all of which Miss Browning 


replied, “But Mr. Watson, I thought 
Mr. Moore owned the ‘Mirror.’” 


City Full of Colyums 

J. Fenton Phelps, who filled in 
last summer as dramatic critic of 
Hearst's Syracuse “Journal” and 
“American,” inaugurated a new 
colyum on the “American” Sunday, 
under the title of Flickers. Colyums 
there are the craze at present. Joe 
Adams, critic of “The Post Stand- 
ard,” is doing Ramblin’ Round, non- 
theatrical, for the morning sheet. 
Jim Colligan’s Town Talk is in the 
daily “Herald,” and Frank J. 
Early’s Just for a Minute is for the 
Sunday “Herald.” Nelson C. Hyde, 
after a winter in the south, is back 
in Syracuse and will shortly re- 
sume The Center Aisle for the 
“Herald.” 


“True Story” Shortage 


“Daily News” and “Daily Mirror” 
(New York) are finding it difficult 
to get members of their staffs to 
write the daily “true stories” they 
use, for which they pay $25 each, 
with the “Mirror” already having 
gone into the open market. “The 
News” still insists staff members 
supply them and is thinking seri- 
ously of assigning them if they do 
not come through voluntarily. The 
paper believes that if getting them 
from staff men it can be certain 
they are “true” stories. 

The most prolific of the true story 
writers on the “News” is Lowell 
Limpus, the ace of its reportorial 
staff. Even while gathering data 
for his paper on the coal situation 
in Pennsylvania and Washington, 
Limpus wrote no less than two 
stories a week, and sometimes more. 

The “Graphic” also uses a daily 
“true story,” but no one other than 
is managing editor seems to know 
where they come from. Mac, him- 
self, may write them. 


Sam Blythe on Swaffer 

Gordon Beckles, dramatic critic of 
the London “Weekly Dispatch,” was 
in New York last month. He 
dropped into Variety’s office to see 
if Hannen Swaffer had said any- 
thing about him while he was on 
the water. The issues Mr. Beckles 
had missed were looked up but 
nothing derogatory to the “Dispatch” 
critic was found. However, Swaffer 
had mentioned Beckles in one of the 
issues, but by way of compliment, 
That seemed to soothe the English 
visitor, who formerly had done some 
newspaper work in New York. 

Mr. Beckles mentioned as a side re- 
mark that he had had but three hours 
to catch the boat when leaving Lon- 
don and only time to secure a copy 
of the incoming Variety that he read 
on the steamer, to find that Swaff 
had slammed him plenty in it. 
Which left Mr. Beckles still burn- 
ing when making the New York call 
to see if there had been an after- 
math or two. + 

Beckles regretted he had not had 
time to reply to Swaffer before leav- 
ing London. From the way he men- 
tioned Swaffer, Beckles’ impression 
of Swaffer is everything Swaff 
thinks he’s ‘not. It was suggested to 
Beckles that he might reply to 
Swaffer while in New York and that 
Variety would print it. Beckles ex- 
claimed that was an excellent idea 
and he would do it immediately upon 
returning to his hotel. But he 
didn’t. So this may be the only way 
Swaff can find out what Beckles 
really thinks of him. 

About Beckles Swaffer merely says 
he’s an imitator of Swaffer, rather 
modest for Swaff in his way, and 
maybe that is what keeps Beckles 
firing up. 

However, Swaff can find solace in 
Sam Blythe’s opinion. Sam recently 
visited London and had a talk with 
Swaffer, or tried to, with Swaffer 


(Continued on page 29) 


Film.”’* 


Preordained 


* the final result of the motion picture 


on the screen was preordained from the day 
that Edison got his first sample of Eastman 


That was in 1889. And today the film 
that made motion pictures practical is the 
film that makes the most of the cinema- 
topgrapher’s art and carries all the quality 
through to the screen—Eastman Film. 


*Page 209 “A Million and One 
Nights,the History of the Motion 
Picture”—by Terry Ramsaye. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
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WM. MORRIS ABE LASTFOGEL WM. MORRIS, JR. 


WEST COAST OFFICE 


WALTER MEYERS LOEW'S STATE THEATRE BLDG., LOS ANGELES WALTER PERLBERG 


THE FOLLOWING ATTRACTIONS HAVE BEEN BOOKED THRU THE WM. MORRIS COAST OFFICE BY WALTER MEYERS AND WILLIAM PERLBERG: 


| SOPHIE BORRAH CLIFF VERA 
| TUCKER MINEVITCH EDWARDS — GORDON 


BUCK 


| BROX 
| JONES 


SISTERS 


ANITA 
STEWART 


ABE 
LYMAN 


LARRY 
SEMON | 


JACK 
| HALEY 


FRANK HEADING EAST SOON JACK | 
FEATURED IN “HIT THE DECK,” MAJESTIC, LOS ANGELES, INDEFINITELY DIRECTION FANCHON AND MARCO AND WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


“THEY MAKE ’EM DIZZY ON THE ROLLERS” 


INTERNATIONAL SKATING STARS 


NOW PLAYING EIGHTH CONSECUTIVE WEEK, LOEW’S STATE, ST. LOUIS DIRECTION WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


JACK 


JUST COMPLETED FOURTEEN WEEKS FANCHON AND MARCO | NOW ON PUBLIX TOUR 


CHEER LEADERS 


BUD CLARK KEARNEY WALTON HERBERT HALL FRED SHAWHAN 


26 WEEKS FANCHON AND MARCO THOSE COLLEGE BOYS NOW TOURING PUBLIX UNIT COAST TO COAST 
ORD TOOMEY CLARENCE LYND ~ DICK STOKES MILO VICKERY FEATURED IN “HIT THE DECK” COAST ROAD SHOW 
INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS SPANISH CLOWN E> a ied F E O DIRECTION WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
4) . NOW APPEARING INDEFNITELY IN SID GRAUMAN’S GREAT “BALLYHOO” PROLOGUE, CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD 


ORACE HEIDT 


and his VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING GRAND LAKES THEATRE, OAKLAND THANKS TO ARCH M. BOWLES 


CLIFTO 


NOW APPEARING JOHN MURRAY ANDERSON’S PUBLIX UNIT 


PALLENBERG’S BEARS 


VAUDEVILL’S GREATEST ANIMAL NOVELTY 
NOW APPEARING INDEFNITELY IN SID GRAUMAN’S GREAT “BALLYHOO” PROLOGUE CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD 


MAXWELL LEE 


“JUST JESTERS” NOW PLAYING FOURTEEN WEEKS FANCHON AND MARCO 


BILLIE 


DICK 
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Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


VARIETY 


WM. MORRIS ABE LASTFOGEL WM. MORRIS, JR. 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


WEST COAST OFFICES —WILLIAM PERLBERG 


WALTER MEYERS— 
LOEW’S STATE THEATRE BLDG., LOS ANGELES 


THE FOUR 


WHAT SUCKERS WE WERE TO LET 


SIME 
TALK US INTO THIS HALF PAGE 


THOSE THREE BOYS MORRIS, PERLBERG and MEYERS GOING WEST HOPE 
THIS WEEK---CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 


“TINKLING TOPICAL TUNES” 


Now Playing 14 Weeks for Fanchon and Marco 


THE THREE BROX SISTERS 


“GLORIFYING THE AMERICAN SONG” 


NOW PLAYING WEST COAST THEATRES, INC., FOR FANCHON AND MARCO WILLIAM MORRIS DIRECTION EXCLUSIVELY 


ONE OF FANCHON AND MARCO’S GOOD “IDEAS” 


KLEIN BROTHERS 


“JEST MOMENTS” 
ASK WALTER MEYERS, HARRY LENETSKA AND WM. PERLBERG 


While in Los Angeles “Variety” said: “After that the Klein Brothers, i 
P. S.—Wm. Morris can sell you the Klein Brothers for less than $2,000 a week. 


from the east, put on a show aii by themselves and were a cinch.” 


ARNAUT BROTHERS 


“VAUDEVILLE’S CLASSIC CLOWNS” 
BOOKED SOLID FOR NEXT THREE YEARS~—PUBLIX 
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WM. MORRIS ABE LASTFOGEL 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


WALTER MEVERS— WEST COAST OFFICES 
LOEW’S STATE THEATRE BLDG., LOS ANGELES 


WM. MORRIS, JR. 


—WILLIAM PERLBERG 


: THE GOOFY GOB OF THE SCREEN 


ILLY DOOLEY 


| AL. CHRISTIE’S COMEDY STAR 


PLAYING A FEW WEEKS FOR FANCHON AND MARCO 
UNTIL CHRISTIE-PARAMOUNT STUDIOS OPEN MAY 1 


SENSATIONAL INTERNATIONAL DANCING STARS 


JUST FINISHED PLAYING 


12 Weeks at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Calif. 
12 Weeks for Fanchon and Marco over West Coast Theatre, Inc., Circuit 


POODLES 


Scoring as a Feature in SID GRAUMAN’S Great Prologue “BALLYHOO” with CHARLIE CHAPLIN’S Greatest Picture, ““THE CIRCUS” 


Now at CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, Indefinitely 


DIRECTION WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


HERMAN 


“THE ASSASSIN OF GRIEF AND REMORSE” 
| NOW PLAYING FOURTEEN WEEKS FANCHON AND MARCO 


25th CONSECUTIVE WEEK FOR FANCHON AND MARCO 


ALFRED BROWER 


(ORIGINATOR OF HOCKEY SKATING DANCE) WORLD'S FASTEST RUSSIAN DANCER DIRECTION WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 . 


Universal production and release. Adapted 
from play of same name and directed by 
Edward Sloman. Features George Sidney 
and Patsy Ruth Miller. J. J. Rose, pho- 
tographer. At Colony, New York, twice 
daily run, starting March 28. Running 
time, 97 minutes. 

Beth Patsy Ruth Miller 
Phil Levine... George Lewis 
Pete Albertini. -Eddie Phillips 
Mrs. Levine...... «Beryl Mercer 
Hugh Hradleigh...... Boles 
Mr. Visaroff 
Mrs. Kathlyn Williams 
Mr. Martindel 
Helen Josephine Dunn 


Universal has sent this feature 
into the Colony for exploitation pur- 
poses. No idea of roadshowing, but 
Broadway angle again figured to 
have added weight on other main 
streets or to keep Colony open ata 
profit. Regardless of what it does 
at the Colony on the twice daily 
schedule, “We Americans” lines up 
as excellent program material. 

Nothing fancy abo. t this release, 
either script of directing. 
Straightaway story of America's 
mixed populace told so that a tear 
creeps in every so often, revolving 
about three families—Jewish, Ger- 
man and Italian. Secondary theme 
is the problem with the children, 
and thence branching off into the 
love story between jeth Levine 
(Patsy Ruth Miller) and Hugh 
Bradleigh (John Boles), the “Abie” 
idea with, in this case, a society 
background. 

Corking performances by (‘corge 
Sidney and Beryl Mercer, w:.: Sid- 
ney the standout. 

One of the best attributes is that 
after all the storm and strife, taking 
in the war, the film ends on a laugh 
title. Neat headwork, productive of 
a finishing punch which will help 
the word of mouth. This is the best 
titled U film that’s been around in 
months—and no program or screen 
credit for the title writer! 

Nary a film fan is going to be 
able to misunderstand this one. 
Strictly elemental in script, Sloman 
has told it plainly and, plus Sidney 
and Miss Mercer, that’s its charm. 
Localed on New York’s east side, 
no lavish sets are called for. U gets 
a break, but all sets are appropriate. 
For the Colony showing the ~icture 
is allowed to run over an hour and 
a half. This won’t be necessary in 
other houses, and adroit scissoring 
will help. About 75 or 80 minutes 
ought to be able to expose every- 
thing. 

Story principally deals with old 
man Levine, pants presser all his 
life, and his daughter and son, who 
are the average modern youngsters. 
Beth is an apprentice on interior 
decorating, while Whil (George 
Lewis), is splitting his time between 
the Polo Grounds and Madison 
Square Garden. Levine orders 
Beth out of the house because of 
irregular hours; the war takes the 
boy, and the Levines are alone. 

Unable to either read or write, a 
night school prof induces them and 
their neighbors, the Schmidts and 
Albertinis, to take up the mental 
struggle, on the theory that maybe 
it’s the parents and not the chil- 
dren who are wrong. A flash at 
the trenches lasts just long enough 
to show Phil giving his life to save 
Hugh, and Mrs. Levine receives the 
government’s regrets as she’s in 
the middle of Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address. 


The affair between Beth and 
Hugh reaches its conclusion after 
the war, when the social and 


wealthy Mrs. Bradleigh learns that 
it was Beth’s brother who saved her 
son. With the two families congre- 


gated in the Levine flat, in walks 
the old man who, when informed of 
the proposed maten, s..ys, “What 
can I lose?” And that’s the finale. 

Action is well sprinkled with 
comedy, titles adding their share, 
with a high spot a pinochle game, 
during which Mrs, Levine continu- 
ously stops behind her husband's 
chair to kibbitz a bit. Pathos con- 
centrates on the death of the son, 
but is also made significant and 
effective when Beth leaves home 
and the Schmidts realize America 
has declared war on the Fatherland. 
Albert Gran pries much from this 
passage, while Miss Mercer rises 
to each of her scenes. Patsy Ruth 
Miller has adopted an unbecoming 
coiffure to play the Jewish daugh- 
ter, but it’s in keeping, and no one 
is going to find fault with her per- 
formance. John Boles, ut of mu- 
sical comedy, is a likable juvenile, 
and other cast members make it 
worth while. Sidney is excellent 
all the way. 

The one discrepaney, either in 
casting of playing, points to the 
school teacher, while a technical er- 
ror is that the titles delay too long 
in identifying some of the charac- 
ters. This misstep, of course, can 
easily be rectified. 

How closely the picture follows 
the play doesn’t matter. “We 
Americans” figures as a good b. o. 
title and justifies the admission tap 
and rep of any program house. 

Sid. 


Children of No Import’nce 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Produced by National Pictures. Directed 
by Gerhard Lamprecht. From the story by 
Q. Heilbron Korbitz. Cast includes Ralph 
Ludwig, Margot Misch, Fee Wachsmith 
and Bernhard Goetzke. At S5th St. Play- 
house (Art house, 400 capacity), New York, 
week March 31. Running time, 60 minutes, 


Preceded by Nan Britton (New 
Acts), who bragged to a capacity 
audience of her love for her illegiti- 
mate offspring, evidently for the 
purpose of increasing sales of her 
book, “The President’s Daughter,” 
this nauseatingly crude shriek of 
protest against society unwound 
with all the irritating slowness and 
uninteresting, lengthy detail that 
characterizes a foreign-made pro- 
duction. 

Lamprecht, dignified with the title 
of director of the conglomeration of 
illogical sequences, and those con- 
nected with the production seem to 
have been imbued with the false 
impression that there is entertaining 
drama in pure, unalloyed poverty. 
As a result, the picture is nothing 
but a newsreel which might have 
been shot in the slums of any 
metropolis, 

Without the titles, story. 
Nothing explains that the children 
were born out of wedlock. The en- 
tire picture could have been made 
on the streets of New York at a 
cost of $5,000 by any cameraman 
given the titles to put meaning into 
the scenes. The plight of the un- 
fortunates has not been dramatized. 
That might have made the picture 
as great as it is now, in an equal 
degree, stupid. 

The story is of three children 
placed under the care of a married 
couple. They aré not taken care of 
properly for food and clothes, and 
a little girl dies of starvation. The 
real mother appears to shed tears 
for about a hundred feet of film. 

The little boy is adopted by a 
wealthy woman, but his father 
shows up and insists on putting 
him to work on a barge. The boy 
runs away, is returned, jumps in 


the river, and winds up in the arms 
of the kindly woman who adopted 
him. 

What it proves or where the audi- 
ence interest lies does not seem 
evident. Made under the supervi- 
sion of experienced film producers, 
a story of this kind has a chance, 
but the returns would be limited 
and would not warrant the produc- 
tion cost. 

Accompanied by the stage bally- 
hoo regarding the necessity of giv- 
ing illegitimate children legal status, 
the picture is limited to arty picture 
houses. Mori. 


DOOMSDAY 


Paramount release and production stare 
ring Florence Vidor, with Gary Cooper 
featured. Directed by Rowland V. Lee. 
From Warwick Deeping’s nove!. Adapted 
by Doris Anderson; scenarized by Donald 
Ww. Running time, 65 mins. At 
Paramount, New York, week of March 31. 


Mary Florence Vidor 
Arnold Furze. -Gary Cooper 
Percival Lawrence e Grant 


Capt. Hesketh "Viner. .Charles A. Stevenson 


A homely, actionless drama is 
“Doomsday,” adapted from War- 
wick Deeping’s novel whose “Sorrell 
and Son” presumably accounts for 
his tungsten billing on the Para- 
mount marquee. 

More of a character study than 
a reflection of contemporary life, 
the keynote of all of Deeping’s 
writings, it hasn’t the dramatic ap- 
peal of-“Sorrell” nor the skillful 
cinematic transmutation with which 
the Herbert Brenon production was 
endowed. As a result, “Doomsday” 
is pretty sorry stuff even for the 
average programs, much’ less a full 
week at a key city stand, discount- 
ing, of course, a booking with a 
strong stage presentation. 
“Doomsday” is not a_ Biblical 
prophecy, but applies to Capt. Ar- 
nold Furze’s Doomsday Farm which 
Mary Viner spurns as her home 
and hearth in favor of the aged 
Fream’s sumptuous manse. The 
old man’s darling idea, in true 
screen style, pans out a flop and 
the obvious and inevitable reunion 
with the vigorous and manly Gary 
Cooper anticipates the author. 
Unfortunately for raconteurs of 
Deeping’s calibre, the screen for- 
mula of physically picking your 
leading characters for the ultimate 
clinch, regardless of the author’s 
efforts to weave the romance in an- 
other direction, nullifies any. literary 
machinations of the story creator. 
Hence, the high pressure Wool- 
worth sales experts and the gum- 
chewing, gum-shoeing, hotsy-totsy 
strutters know sure as shucks that 
in spite of the luxurious props, 
Miss Vidor will give Cooper and his 
humble hut the ultimate break. 
Florence Vidor looked suprisingly 
well. At one time she seemed 
headed for the Alice Joyce type of 
roles, but in picture she 
handles her conservative ingenue in 
good style. Supporting cast acquit 
themselves well, although Grant is 
a vacillating character as the aged 
suitor. A directorial attempt to 
make him appear a bit unsympa- 
thetic, to offset the favorable cir- 
en, is obvious and misses 
re, 

Picture will not satisfy the fans 
and will not add anything to Miss 
Vidor or Cooper, although it will 
probably spell a profit through the 
assured Paramount-enfranchised 
outlets. Abel. 


Ethel Wales, Carroll Nye, Gladys 
McConnell and Edmund _ Breeze 
added to “The Perfect Crime,” FBO. 
Bert Glennon directing. 


1s|STAND AND DELIVER 


Pathe release of a De Mille production 
starring Rod La Rocque and featuring 
Lupe Velez and Warner Oiand. Directed 
by Donald Crisp from Sada Cowan's story. 


At Strand, New York, week March $31. 
Running time, 57 mins. 

Roger Rod La Rocque 
Lupe Velez 
Oland 


Pathe’s going to have its troubles 
getting the dough back that’s in 
this one. Not that there's a stu- 
pendous amount involved, but the 
film looks $100,000, the story isn’t 
there, and it'll take whatever draw 
La Rocque has to make it break 
even, 

Picture is not without novelty in 
that it turns to Greece for its locale. 
It’s a happy thought that it un- 
winds in less than an_ hour. 
La Rocque plays the post-war 
overly bored Englishman who reads 
of the rampages of a Grecian 
bandit and sets sail for adventure. 
Next peek at Roger (La Rocque) 
has him an officer in the Greek 
army, where he accidentally kills 
his superior in protecting Jania 
(Miss Velez). 

This sends him into the moun- 
tains with the girl, where both are 
captured by the brigand, Ghika 
(Warner Oland). Getting a mes- 
sage through to his former com- 
patriots, the soldiers arrive just 
after Roger has returned to battle 
Ghika over Jania and the outlaw is 
toned down. A government declara- 
tion that immunity will be granted 
any law-breaker turning over an- 
other of the same stripe extracts 
the sting of what may be waiting 
Roger for having socked his com- 
manding officer. Whether the latter 
is killed or not is left to choice. 

Comedy spots the telling with 
Roger, a woman-hater, but afflicted 
with the hero worship of Jania, 
whom he has rescued from a bandit 
raid. They marry, of course, and 
finish has both back in London. 
La Rocque gets out of the cus- 
tomary scenario jams by quick 
action, although Crisp has directed 
much better than in this effort. In 
the matter of Lupe Velez, it ap- 
pears as if this miss is becalmed. 
Rolling up an inaugural rep for 
herself opposite Fairbanks, the 
youngster shows nothing here other 
than a heaving chest habit. Pic- 
ture won't serve to advance Miss 
Velez. Only other cast promontory 
is Warner Oland, who does well 
enough with the heavy. 

Tame release, having only the 
La Rocque name and its production 
to recommend it as de luxe pro- 
gram fare. A _ picture that the 
K.-A,-O. houses will welcome from 
necessity, but doubtful if others, 
beyond the splits and galleries, will 
bother about except as a filler or 
because of a rental break. Sid. 


FLYING ROMEOS 


first National production and release. 

Directed by Mavyn LeRoy from the story 
by John McDermott. Featuring George 
Sidney and Charlie Murray. With cast 
including James Bradbury, Jr., Duke 
Martin, Fritzi Ridgeway and Lester Ber- 
nard.’ At Keith’s Hippodrome, N. Y., 
April 2. Running time 60 mins. 


Weak story construction, no orig- 
inal gagging and without support in 
the titles, the picture falls short, 
but may serve as a filler in the 
split weeks. 

Audience appeal is limited despite 
the mugging of the featured play- 
ers. A strong team but not strong 
enough to make up for lack of com- 


edy business and uninteresting con<« 
tinuity. 

Story concerns two barbers, 
Cohen and Cohan, in love with the 
manicurist. Both are supposed to 
be shortsighted, but the average 
audience may forget to consider 
that and then the dame is out of 
luck. She never impresses as cap- 
able of attracting attention. 

Casting a girl who photographs 
unattractively in the lead fem role 
destroys interest. Any one of sev- 
eral hundred girls who have ape 
peared in small bits in films dure 
ing the year would have done bet- 


ter and none could have appeared 


to worse effect. 

To get the gal, who loves avie 
ators, the boys go in for flying. 
They do some fancy air stunts by 
accidentally running wild in a 
‘plane and are then forced to pilot 
in a coming race. 

Gags include the usual ferocious 
instructor whom the barbers have 
wronged and in one sequence laughe- 
ing gas is used to promote laughs. 

Mori. 


UNDER TONTO RIM 


Paramount production and release. Di« 
rected by Herman C. Raymaker, featuring 
Richard Arlen and Mary Brian. J. Wale 
ter Ruben made screen story from orig- 
inal of Zane Grey. At American, New 
York March 26-28 (split week). Rune 
ning time 50 minutes. 


Picture with all the merits of a 
good melodramatic western and 
something besides. Plenty of hard 
riding, cowboy super-hero, bad men 
and gambler in cahoots to jump 
mine claims and lovely heroine vic- 
tims of desperados’ plots. These 
things are inseparable from such 
subjects and are here in abundant 
quantity. 

But what raises the film to the 
best grade of program release is a 
certain authenticity, that for want 
of a better designation one might 
call “Covered Wagon” quality. 
“Under Tonto Rim” represents to 
the cheap western what “The Last 
of the Mohicans” does to “Dead- 
Eye Dick” or the difference between 
a slipshod potboiler and a work of 
art. 

If more westerns had been made 
like this Paramount, the cowboy 
stars wouldn’t be going away 
to escape the curse of the designa- 
tion ‘“‘western.” 

“Tonto Rim” establishes at the 
outset a fine atmosphere of his- 
torical interest. It opens with a 
gold rush to the new strike up in 
the cow country (“strike was made 
right under Tonto Rim’). Atmo- 
sphere is convincing and the pho- 
tography of these early scenes of 
the pioneer trek to the new coun- 
try is surpassingly lovely. 

Then into vivid sequences of a 
rough mining camp where the for- 
mer cowboys have all turned placer 
miners; dance hall dive has been 
set up in the raw mining camp. 
Good character types contribute 
good touches of comedy. Gambler 
bully schemes to jump new claims 
with assistance of gang of two-gun 
desperadoes and to that end intimi- 
dates young land recorder into doc- 
toring the government registration 
books. 

They jump hero’s claim and kill 
his father, the old man with his 
last breath gasping that the mur- 
derer was a gambler who shuffled 
cards with one hand. Hero goes 
on trail with nothing but that clue. 

Mine jumpers’ war grows to crisis 
until miners organize vigilantes 
who are slowly being forced out of 
the country until under leadership 
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of hero they line up for a pitched 
battle with the desperadoes, This 
scene is staged on a table land plain 
with hard pressed bad men taking 
refuge in a rocky knoll and 
vigilantes besieging them like In- 
dians, riding around the rocky 
refuge in circle. 

This climax is built up through a 
long dramatic chase which has 
splendid culminating values. Whole 
picture is remarkably well paced 
for increasing tension, Comedy in- 
cidentals are extremely well man- 
aged. 

An incident is where the des- 
peradoes are pursuing the miners 
and have to dash through a camp 
of the vigilantes, left in care of the 
women. One old crone hides be- 
hind a tent and as each desperado 
gallops past she steps out, sloughs 
him with an enormous club and 
then steps back under shelter to cut 
a fresh notch In the bludgeon. It 
was a series of roars at the Amert- 
can. Other excellent comedy was 
provided by a pair of ancient pros- 
pectors. 

Richard Arlen is a new film cow- 
boy, young, good looking and a 
smooth-plaver of heroic roles. Mary 
Brian looks charming and is less 
futile than usual for cowboy ro- 
mance heroines. 

If it weren’t that “westerns” 
aren’t anv more for de luxe houses, 
this one wonld rate a week at any. 

Rush. 


You Can’t Beat the Law 


Trem Carr production, released by First 


Division. Charles Hunt, director. Story 
by H. H. Van Loan, adapted by Arthur 
Hoerl. In cast: Lila Lee, Cornelius Keefe, 


Warner Richmond, Betty Francisco. At 
Loew's New York one day, March 27, one- 
balf of double bill. Running time, 55 mins. 


A rookie cop who can tell his 
captain that black is white just 
naturally doesn’t swing a stick on 
the force, and, it 1s feared, will be 
just as cut of luck on the screen in 
“You Can't Beat the Law.” 

Cornelius Keefe, the good-looking 
bit player, swings into a lead with 
Lida Lee. As the sister of a crodk 
and the sweetheart of a cop, she 
finds things rather hard going to- 
ward the end. When the cop tips 
off he 1s going to yank in her 
brother, she lets it vut that she will 
be the tip-off. Okay with the cop, 
since he takes the case out of his 
superior’'s hands and evades the 
crook firing squad when his girl 
goes in fer some more fancy 
double-crossing. 

From start to end this produc- 
tion, based on a trade-mark made 
famous by police chroughout the 


London “Evening News”: 


“Joe Termini, the lazy 
musician, who, saying never 
a word, entertaining 
London —night-club and 
music hall audiences.” 


country, is the direct antithesis of 
what any non-moron newspaper 
reader assumes to exist in blue 
circles, 

It's one of those indie mellers 
which popularize “Voverty Row.” 


FANGS OF DESTINY 


Universal production and release. 
ring (dog). 
Paton Story by George Morgan. 
In cast: Mimund Cobb, Betty Caldwell. 
ieatured et Columbus one day. March 28, 
Running time, about 60 mins. 


AS a gun-carrier, messenger boy 
and ace sprinter of some part of 
Hollywood's plains, “Dynamite,” 
which Universal is trying to popu- 


Stare 
Directed by 


larize as another “wonder dog,” 
does his stuff in this “western 


thriller,” titled “Fangs of Destiny.” 

The “destiny” part of the title 
just makes it more difficult. “Dy- 
namite” steals every sequence, even 
to the point of depriving rustlers 
of their well-known shootin’ irons. 


These babies, unlike the garden 
variety of film cattle stealers, are 
out to break a neignboring rancher 
because thar's oil in them thar feed 
lands. 


The picture may hum—but 
unknown box offices. 


in 


Fourfooted Ranger 


Universal western production and release. 


Featuring ‘‘Dynamite,’’ dog, and Marjorie 
Bonner. At Loew's New York, one diy, 


March 30. as half double bill. 


time about 60 minutes. 


Running 


Ordinary western, of cattle thieves 
with the foreman of the adjoining 
ranch their leader. Under those 
circumstances why they had to wait 
until this picture opened to start 
to steal the cattle is one of those 
film complications, 

Edmund Cobb is the hero or 
Texas Ranger and his police dog, 
“Dynamite,” is the fourfooted ranger 
of the title. “Dynamite” looks like 
a police dog in repose and that’s re- 
markable enough here, for he looks 
like a German toy mountain lion 
when he’s running. Otherwise it’s 
a dog that will bring many a laugh 
to owners of police dogs if they see 
this one, although “Dynamite,” like 
the other dog picture actors, may 
be one of any 200 in Hollywood. 
These dog collections of celluloid 
merely go to bring out how the 
children must like the pictures. 

Cobb, although he may have been 
the director instead, is out to get 
the beef and hoof hustlers. About 
the most work he does is when held 
up and in a room at the ranch, he 
phones the sheriff to bring on the 


posse. The sheriff does and that 
ends the story. But just before 
Cobb and the menace, the fore- 


man, put up about as poor an in- 
door fight as two men could do 
while en any payroll. So even if 
Cobb is the director instead, this 
picture can't help him. 

The funniest thing in sight was 
one of the actors slide-named as 
Pat Rooney made up to look like 
an old tin-type of General Grant. 
His acting wasn’t any better. Fran- 
cis Ford was the villun and a good 
bad man. Miss Bonner as the girl 
played, rode or fought back over 
hundreds of feet. 

Where dogs are in on the grinds, 
this will probably get a look-in. If 
it does, it will be a money maker 
for U., for it’s nearly all outdoors 
and could have been made in any 
two back yards. 


MARRY THE GIRL 


| 

| Hollywood production; Sterling release. 

| Produced by Joe Rock and directed by 

Ph lip Rosen. tfarbara Bedford featured. 
No other credits caught, with no need for 

| nvyone to regret that. At Loew's New 

| York one half double feature bill, one day, 

|} March 30, Running time, around 56 min- 
ules 

| One of those indies that if the 


notice isn’t written within 30 min- 
utes after the film -ends, it’s hard 
work to recall what it was about. 
Which says that giving it haif the 
double day bill at the New York 
gave the Rock-Rosen product an 
edge. This may be an old boy 
through having Rosen as the direc- 
tor. Whatever it is it isn’t there. 

A story that can carry an im- 
personating mother and child 
through 5,000 feet and fold up with- 
out letting the audience know if 
she really was a widow, divorcee, 
ior a mother or who the kid actually 


‘tnesanetae to, sorta indicates lapses 


WALDRON 


FANCHON and MARCO 


Opening April 15, Egyptian Theatre 


An Abe Lyman Idea 


JACK 


Working for 


Hollywood, Cal. 


Persona! Direction 
LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 


| 


kitchen sink. 


| 


of memory or concentration at what- 
ever quickie plant this was turned 
out overnight in. 

That's the story; the imperson- 
ation to get an old man’s money. 
The day the o. m. had a heart at- 
tack and had just finished draw- 
ing up a new will, they told him 
about te deception and everything 
else, buc still he wouldn't die, and 
looked fit to play golf again as the 
whistle blew. 

Barbara Bedford is the imperson- 
ator in qa walk through part. The 
child, Freddie Burt Frederick, is 
made too smart for his years; overly 
knowing until his up glances and 
general info about things he should 
not know are a pain -in the neck. 
When this boy is just a kid as he 
always should be, he’s quite like- 
able. That’s probably when there 
aren't too many on the sidelines 
shouting at him. 

Picture may make the grinds or 
at the art theatres; anywhere they 
don't want to and won't pay rental. 


TEMPORARY SHERIFF 


Ben Wilson Star Westerns series. Ray- 
art production. Dick Hatton, star. Co- 
featured, Bill Patton and Martin Turner. 
Directed by Hatton. Half double feature 


bili, Arena, New York, one day, March 
28. Running time, 50 mins, 
No bouquets due this one. Con- 


dition and plot about spoiled any 
chances it had, even on a double 
feature day close to Broadway. An 
old-fashioned meller now dead on 
the screen. 


Fist fights among men, always on 
the draw, overdwne so much the 
kids tittered. When kids titter, the 
feature is blooey. 


Condition of the film indicated 
that it might have been made so 
far back that even the exchange 
lost the date of its birth. Mark. 


WALLFLOWERS 


F. B. O. production and release. Directed 

by Leo Meehan from book by Remple 
Temple Bailey. In cast: Hugh ‘Trevor, 
Mabel Julienne Scott, Jean Arthur, Lola 
Todd, Charles Stevenson, Mrs. Temple Pig- 
ott, Crauford Kent, Reginald Simpson. One 
half double bill one day, March 29, at 
Loew's New York. Running time, about 
60 minutes. 


So tiresome a picture it is with 
difficulty concentration can be given 
it while unreeling. Onlv persons 
mentioned in the main billing are 
Leo Meehan, who directed, and 
Temple Bailey, writer of the adapt- 
ed story. F. B. O.’s press sheet 
gives no programming, using the 
names of the below-average play- 
ers as a lot in a short story men- 
tioning them by name. Lucky to 
hold its spot at the New York as 
one of the two features there on a 
double day bill. Even a double bill 
with it needs something a little 
more than ordinary for the other 
half, 

If the Temple Bailey novel held 
any interest generally it must have 
been through telling the tale much 
more convincingly than does this 
picture. Here it’s saddening and 
boring mush mostly, with the only 
outstander the step-mother of the 
juvenile, a scheming woman, played 
by Mabel Jullenne Scott, and she 
at least stuck some spirit Into her 
role. The rest ambled along as 
though the director had told them to 
work it out themselves. 

Several times the film gets way 
{into low on acting and is always 
that on action. A phoney will, the 
juv repulsing his stepmother, now 
widow, to marry the girl, one of the 
wallflowers, a bunch of ivory figures 
that are made mystic and the final 
outcome, each as exhilarating as 
this cold type recital. 

The title was grabbed because at 
a hall one evening. two of the girls 
did sit out alone against the wall 
for about 40 seconds. Had the pic- 
ture given an insight into the lone- 
someness, desolation and despair of 
the always-fellowless girl, it might 
have meant something. 

Tf these are of the F. R. O. stock 
company, then among the women 
other than Miss Scott, F. B. O. can 
stand a few srood-looking girls. 
Men were much better but that 


decides he wants the moll, s0 the | 
gunman bumps him off. 

There is a session, a clear parody 
on Fox's “Dressed to Kill.” 

The kid she loves falls for his 
liquor again, and pops up just in 
time to be nicked by the cops for 
the job. The girl saves him with 
skill not even found in a country 
girl devotee of underworld novels. 
The gunman, true to dear old 
Broadway “tradition,” gets half of 
a detective’s gun in the plexis, in- 
terfering with plans to knock off 
the jane. He calls for a fag and 
the bull lights it! 

No wonder the folks ‘way out in 
Texas raise the hand when little 
daughter mentions chances for a 
career in Manhattan, 


SHORT FILMS 


INKLINGS 


Red Seal distribution. Comfe cartoons 
by Dave Fleischer. At Strand, New York, 
week March 17, Running time, about six 
minutes. 


Dave Fleischer’s comic cartoons of 
this character, tricky and comic, 
may not be new to the screen, but 
they seem so. His first is an idea 
that might and has been in part 
principle adapted for mobs of trick 
moving picture extras. By elimina- 
tions after a complete exterior 
sketch with a lone soldier in it, he 
fits what remains to that soldier and 
a battalion in ene Hne marches 
away. 

His more comic bit is a complete 
ink smear on the sheet. From that 
by reduction he illustrates the daily 
course of “Solomon Grundy” from 
the cradle to the grave, or until 
from Monday to Sunday. It takes 
in his birth, christening, marriage. 
iliness, death and burial. Finish 
warps the comedy angle somewhat, 
but novel and humorous, 

One other was to show silhouettes 
on a window screen, and what really 
caused them on another sheet be- 
neath. Very good, with a laugh or 
two. 

Red Seal should find a salable 
short comic here of a class kind, if 
it can compete tin price with the 
horde of other shorts. 


LITERATI 


(Continued from page 24) 


doing the talking. Anyway Sam 
calls him “A great actor gone 
wrong,” but hastens to add Swaffer 
is the greatest show-newspaper man 
of Britain, and the best all-’round 
journalist as well of that country. 

Mr. Blythe even goes farther, to 
say he believes Swaff the father of 
the tabloid daily, if anyone wants 
credit for a thing like that. All of 
the American tabs have been 
patterned after “The Mirror” of 
London and Swaffer, stated Blythe, 
is directly responsible for the estab- 
lishment of “The Mirror.” 


of the river scows, tugboats, Blacke 
weil’s Island and some sky. 


Crouse’s Two Reasons 

The story that Russel! Crouse, 
columnist of “The Evening Post,” 
will appear in Ward Morchouse’s 
play “Gentlemen of the Press” 
when it is produced is right. Crouse 
claims the reason they picked him 
was that he didn’t carry a copy of 
the “American Mercury” in one 
pocket or a bottle of Scotch in the 
other. 

Neither do most of the 
boys. Fifty cents is a high 
they rend the other fellow’s 
hide the Scotch. 


Art Village Goes Edison 
Main Street urge has triumphed 


other 
tap; 
and 


over Greenwich Village temperament, 


and as a consequence Woodstock, 


N. Y., summer colony for artists, 
scenic designers, playwrights, au- 


thors, actors, poets and high brows, 
is to have electric lights. The 
“arty” group insisted thatan electric 
light system was typical of twen- 
tieth century standarization and 
that it would destroy the native 
rusticity and charm which attracted 
“different” people to Woodstock. 
They declared that it would drive 
away the very type which had made 
the village famous, and that it 
would be a long step toward the 
“main streeting” of the town. Tax- 
payers, however, continued to agi- 
tate for electric lights, and the vil- 
lage trustees, plain, everyday, hard- 
headed citizens, contracted with 
a utility company for installation of 
the lights. The opposing camp are 
up in arms, claiming that many.of 
the artists were away at this time 
of year and that adventage was 
taken of their absence to vote at 
an open forum for the hated lights. 


Lawyer Writes Novel 
Phil R: Davis, Chicago theatrical 
attorney, has written a novel, titled 
“The Magnificent Sinner,” which 
has been accepted by the Sears 
Publishing Company. 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 
MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


Woollcott’s Successor 


That Walter Winchell was of- 


JOSEPH 


doesn’t say much either. 


HEART OF B’WAY 


Duke Worne production, released through 
Rayart. Directed by Duke Worne from 
Arthur Hoerl Starring Pauline | 
cast, Robert Agnew and 
heeler Oakman. At Loew's ircle one j 
26. as half double bill. Run- 
ning time, 65 minutes, 


‘Fleart of 
farmingdales 


Broadway” 
there'll be | 


When 
strikes the 
another epidemic among the agri- | 
culturists to keep the gal at the/| 
It's bromides of this | 


kind, showing the White Way as 


,; the mouse-trap for out-of-towners, | 


stenogs in ithe! 
the “yeges”’ 


that keep so many 


state until 


'here give them a hand across the 
| street. 


‘but wins the discard from her tight- 


For an outsider who clips off a 
hit of applause from the neighbors 


{lipped aunt, tne girl, played by} 
| Pauline Garon, sees more of Broad- | 
iway in a couple of weeks than a 


|} dozen “Follies” girls in a couple of 


| lifetimes. 


Duke Worne follows the path of | 


| least resistance and a gunman falls | 


in love with the country dame be- | 


| fore she has a chance to emerge on | 


a night elub floor. The proprietor. 


fered the post of dramatic critic on 
“The World” to succeed Alexander FRANKLIN 
Woolleott, who retires May 1, is POLAND 
deciared by “World” officials to be Supervising Editor 
erroneous, They say a bid was made UNIVERSAL 
to Winchell to bring his column FEATURE 
over and that the offer was made COMEDIES 
to him on the basis of doing that 
only. 

there still seems pienty of doubt. 
Friends of Joseph Wood Krutch, | LLOYD 
present critic on “The Nation,” in- | CORRIGAN 
sist that he will take the post; Mr. | Staff Writer 
Krutch maintains a complete si- 3rd Year with 
lence and another clique maintains Paramount. 
that nothing will be done until next Famous- 
August, the time when the new Lasky 
season will begin. 

Alex, in the meantime, is pretty 
flattered at all the fuss being made 
over who'll succeed him. So far, 
they’ve named everybody but So- | JOHN F, 
phie Tucker and the Belleclair | 

srothers. Alex, too, is fussed about GOODRICH 
finding a new name for his apart- | 
ment, which is very swell and over | FREE 
in the Campanile building on the! LANCING 


Fast River. It commands a 


AN 


ROXYS 


Representative, FRAN 


AMERICA’S FINEST SAXOPHONE ENSEMBLE 
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30 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


Clarence Badger directing Bebe 
Daniels in her next for Par. Title 
not set. 


Donald Keith, 
Kathieen Key, Boris Karloff, Joe 
Bonomo and Josef Swickard in 
Harry Webb’s first for Biltmore 
production. State right release. 


Richard Dix’s baseball picture, 
“Knocking "Em Over,” will be re- 
leased as “Warming Up.” 


Edith Roberts, 


Lois Moran added to “The River 
Pirate,” lox. 


Title of “Power” (T.-S.) changed 
to “The Toilers.” Directed by 
Reginald Barker. 


Shirley Palmer added to “Stormy 
Waters” (T.-S.). 


Gerald C. Duffy titling “Lilac 


Time” (F. N.). 


Virginia Sale added to “Heart to 
Heart” (F. N.). W. A. Seiter direct- 
ing. 


F. N. will film “La Tosca,” with 
Billie Dove featured. 

Clara Beranger doing adaptation 
of “Iris” (M-G-M) for Greta Garbo. 


Original by John Monk Saunders 
for George Bancroft’s next starring 
picture (Par). Josef von Sternberg 


to direct. 
M-G-M has changed title on 
“Polly Preferred” to “Breaking 


Into the Movies.” 


T.-S. has bought screen rights to 
“The Twelve-Pound Look,” “The 
Million Dollar Doll,” “The Luck of 


— 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


UNIT NO. THREE 
THIS WEEK 


“A JAZZ BOUQUET’ 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 


Paul Ash Presentation Staged by 
LOUIS McDERMOTT 


Geraldine Laird” and “The Floating 
College.” 


Tod Browning directing Lon 


Chaney in “The Dark Continent” 
(M-G-M). Film based on the play 
“Kongo.” 


“Prowlers of the Sea” staried at 
T.-S. studios, with Ricardo Cortez, 
Gino Corrado, Frank Leigh and 
Carlos Durant in cast. John Adolfi 
directing. 


Frank Borzage back at Fox after 
vacation and preparing for ‘‘The 
River.” Charles Farrell heads cast, 
with most of picture to be made at 
Banff, Alberta. 


In first Sammy Cohen-Jack Pen- 
nick picture, Fox, directed by Ben 


Stoloff, are Hugh Allan, Marjorie 
Beebe, Marcella Battelini, Michael 
Visaroff, Boris Charsky, Cristina 
Montt, Madelynne Field, August 
Tolliere, Albert Conte, Mario 
Dominici, Fred Farrell, Dickie 


Moore, Dino and Rochelle and Fred 
Kelsey. 


Second picture which Ricardo 
Cortez will do for T-S is to be 
“Prowlers of the Sea.” Produced 
under supervision of Raymond L. 
Schrock, 


Henry Clive, artist, will do the 
stage sets for Charlie Chaplin’s 
next picture. 


Majorie Beebe starred by Fox in 
“The Farmer’s Daughter.” Noah 
Young in cast and Arthur Rosson 
directing. 


Erwin Connelley, added to “Ex- 
cess Baggage,” M-G. 


Eddie Quillan to make Vita 


sketch after finishing in “Godless 
| Girl.” 
Charles Middleton, in “The 


Racket,” Caddo. 


Norman Trevor, in “The Divine 
Lady,” F. N. 


William Tooker, in “The Whip,” 


“Handle With Care” started at 
W. B. with Irene Rich, Audrey Fer- 


ris, William Collier and Claude 
Gillingwater in cast. Lloyd Bacon 
directing. 


Margaret Livingston and Polly 
Ann Youriz edded to “The Bellamy 
Trial,” M-G, 


Weiss Bros. has established pro- 
duction headquarters at Tec-Art 
studios, 


Title of “High Treason,” Emil 
Jannings’ latest for Par, changed 
back to “The Patriot.” 


Title of “Plastered in Paris,” Fox, 
temporarily abandoned, now defi- 
nately set. Film will be released 
under this title. 


George M. Watters and Louise 
Long, making screen treatment of 
“The Glory Girl,” Par, Luther Reed 
to direct. 


June Collyer has returned from 
New York and _ started work in 
“Part Time Marriage,” Irving Cum- 
mings directing, Fox. 


Having bought the stage play 
“Interference,” Par has assigned 
Doris Anderson to do the screen 
treatment. 


John B. Clymer, writing con- 
tinuity of “The Shakedown” for U. 
William Wyler will direct, 


L. G. Rigby, writing scenario for 
“The Grain of Dust,” T-S. George 
Archanbaud to direct. 


Victor Fleming loaned by Par to 
Samuel Goldwyn to direct Vilma 
Banky in “The Innocent,” her first 
starring picture for U. A. Produc- 
tion starts about May l1. 


Viola Brothers Shore, appointed 
assistant to John Stahl, T-S, in de- 
velopment of stories. 


the first 


“The First Kiss,” 


starring picture for Fay Wray and 
Gary Cooper, Par. Rowland V. Lee 
directing. 


Marceline Day, feminine lead in 
next Dane-Arthur picture, ‘Brother- 
ly Love," M-G. This is the third 
consecutive picture Miss Day has 
been in with the comedy team. 


Ray McCarey, formerly with 
Mack Sennett, added to the Larry 
Darmour-FBO scenario staff. 


Kenneth Thomson, in the L. A. 
“Captive” company at the Mayan 
theatre, to play opposite Leatrice 
Joy in “The Bellamy Trial,” M-G. 


Sally Rand and Rex Lease, in 
first of a series of “Bridge” educa- 
tional colored subjects, Being made 
under the supervision of Milton 
Work, bridge expert, and Samuel 
Freedman, producer. 


Lucien Preval, John Darrow and 
Louis Wolheim, in “The Racket,” 
Caddo. 


Lucien Littlefield and Loretta 
Young, tn “The Boss of Little Ar- 
cady,” F. N. 


Sidney Franklin, Martha Frank- 
lin and Spec O'Donnell, in “Rou- 
lette” (Barthelmess) F. N. 


Gertrude Astor, Sam _ Hardy, 
Greta Nissen and William Dema- 
rest, in “The Butter and Egg Man,” 
starring Jack Mulhall, F. N. Rich- 
ard Wallace directing. 


M-G has changed title on Cody- 
Pringle “The Man About Town” to 
“Beau Broadway,” and Chaney’s 
“Chinatown” is now “Easy Money.” 


During the absence of Irving 
Thalberg, Edward Mannix is pro- 
duction supervisor for M-G on 
“Easy Money” (Lon Chaney), Jack 
Conway directing, and “Breaking 
Into the Movies” (Marion Davies), 
King Vidor directing. 


Margaret Livingston, Anita Page, 
Edward Nugent and George Bar- 
raud in “The Bellamy Trial,” M-G. 
Monta Bell directing. 


Marceline Day, opposite Arthur 
and K. Dane in “Brotherly Love,” 
M-G. Frank Capra directing. 


Tony Marlo, added to “The 
Racket,” Tom Meighdn’s next for 
Caddo. 


John Stone writing scenario on 
“None But the Brave,” Fox, with 
Lionel Barrymore and Maria Casa- 
juana. Richard Rvusson directing. 


George Goforth added to “Break- 
ing Into the Movies,” M-G. 


Edgar Kennedy signed to long 
term contract by Hal Roach. 


Mary Anderson, film actress out 
of pictures for severa] years, re- 
turned from Australia and has 
signed to feature in Al Nathan's 
— the Wall,” independent re- 
ease. 


Tiffany-Stahl] retaking scenes on 
“Scarlet Dove” because of failure to 
match closeups of Josephine Borio 
with long shots. 


Jack Townley, former newspaper- 
man, has sold an original to Johnny 
Hines and wil] assist in the mak- 
ing of it. Temporary title is ‘Black 
Magic.” It’s slated to be Hines’ 
next for F. N. 


Leslie Mason signed with T-8 to 
write titles. 


Don Alvarado added to “Battle 
of the Sexes,” U. A. D. W. Griffith 
directing. 


Chester McCloskey and Jack 
Rose, formerly assistant director 
and cameraman for Edward Slo- 
man, U, assigned in the same ca- 
pacity to Al Raboch now directing 
“Green Grass Widows,” T-S. 


Al Raboch will direct “The A)- 
bany Night Boat,” original by Ben 
Grauman Cohen. 


Eve Southern and Malcolm Mc- 


Gregor heading “Stormy Waters.” 
Directed by Edgar Lewis for T.-S. 


Arthur B. Reeve, novelist, is con- 
tributing a 10 episode serial to be 
released by Red Seal under title of 
“The Police Reporter.” 


F. Schumann-Heink, son of the 
opera singer, added to “Hell's 
Angels,” a Caddo production, di- 
rected by Howard Hughes. 


Wilson Mizner is now working on 
an original story to, feature Ray- 
mond Griffith and uis Wolheim 
for Caddo. Production to start 
about June 1. 


Ralph Forbes for male lead fn 
“The Whip” (F. N.). Charles 
Brabin directing. 


Heinie Conklin added to Fox’s 
untitled aviation picture, directed 
by Howard Hawks. 


Blanche Payson, formerly Los 
Angeles policewoman, added, to 
“Volunteer,” featuring Harry Lang- 
- (F. N.). Arthur Ripley direct- 
ng. 


Dione Ellis added to “Heart to 
Heart” (F. N.). Wm. A. Seiter di- 
recting. 


Ruth Taylor in femme lead of 
“A Three Weeks’ Week-end.” 
Elinor Glyn (Par.). 


Nils Asther added to 
Girl” (M.-G.-M.). 


Columbia bought screen 
rights to “The Fall of Eve,” by 
Loos- Emerson, 


‘Dancing 


Blanche Payson added to Harry 
Langdon’s current picture, F. N. 


Al Herman is directing Al Cook 
in “After the Squawl,” Darmour 
Productions at FBO studios. In 
east: Barney Hellum, Joe Bonner, 
Janet McLeod, Martin Kinney. 


Hoot Gibson is making “Doubling 
for Trouble” for U. Direction Henry 
McRae. Support: Eugenia Gilbert, 
Breezy Eason, Monte Montague, 
King Zany, Frank Beale, Milla Dav- 
enport, 


I. E. Chadwick, doing “Life’s 
Mockery,” featuring Betty Comp- 
son with Bruce Gordon, Russell 
Simpson, George Ovey, Theodore 
Von Eltz, Alec B. Francis and Dor- 
othy Cummings in cast. Robert T. 
Hill directing. 


“The Dancing Girl,” M-G, with 
Joan Crawford, has been changed to 
“The Dancing Daughter.” Nils As- 
ther male lead. : 


Carmel Myers working opposite 
Leo Carillo in latter’s Vitaphone 
effort for W. B. 


D. Ross Leverman, directing “The 
Deadline” for M-G. Flash, dog, fea- 
tured. Cast includes Lawrence Gray, 
Louise Lorraine,. Raymond Nye. 
Polly Moran, Alphonz Ethier, Tom 
Dugan and Eddie Sturgis. 


Arthur Gregor, directing “Loves of 
Sapho,” T-S. 


Julia Swayne Gordon, William 
Conklin and Ian Keith in “The Di- 
vine Lady,” Corinne Griffith, F. N. 


Arthur Lubin and Gloria Grey 
added to Tim McCoy’s next West- 
ern for M-G. Chet Withey direct- 
ing. 


Olin Francis, Norbert Miles, Bert 

Appling and Roy Stewart in 
“Stormy Waters,” T-S. Edgar 
Lewis directing. 


Evelyn Brent, opposite George 
Bancroft in “Swag.” 


Sally O’Ne!ll, signed by D. W. 
Griffith for “Battle of the Sexes,” 
U. A. 


Ruth Stonehouse, Lincoln Sted- 
man and Armand Kaliz added to 
“The Devil’s Cage.” Chadwick. Wil- 
fred Noy directing. 


Philo McCullough, Claude King. 
Wade Botteler and James Dugan 
added to cast of “Knocking Them 


Full Salary for Playing 
Two Mins. Every Two Hrs, 


St. Louis, April 3. 

Playing two minutes every two 
hours each day and receiving a full 
week's salary every time the ghost 
walks, that’s the sinecure enjoyed 
by the seven musicians at the 
Grand-Central theatre where Vita« 
phone is holding forth. The settle- 
ment, if such it may be termed, was 
arrived at after the musicians’ 
union had demanded that a full ore 
chestra be put into the theatre, dee 
spite the fact that there was no 
need of even one player, Vita sup- 
plying all the music exp.cted and 
desired. 

On two previous occasions when 
the same question has arisen at the 
Skouras Brothers’ theatres here, 
extra musicians have been engaged 
for other Skouras’ houses, the Ame 
bassador and the Missouri. 


Over,” featuring Kichard Dix for 
Paramount. Fred Newmeyer die 
cecting. 


Cora Shumway, Harry Semels, 
Sid Marks, Alfred Allan and George 
Irving added to cast of “Dragnet,” 
featuring George Bancroft for Paraé« 


mount. Josef von Sternberg die 
recting. 

Universal will feature Arthur 
Lake in two coming productions, 


“Navy Blue,” an original by Earl 
Snell, directed by Nat Ross, an@ 
“Ship Ahoy,” by John Clymer, also 
directed by Ross. 


Added to “Thief tn the Dark,” 
Fox: Michael Vavitch, Noah Young, 
C. M. Belcher, Raymond Turner, 
James Mason, Bunny Sherwood and 
Frank Rice. Albert Ray directing. 


Maurice Murphy and Virginia 
Grey for “The Michigan Kid,” U. 
Irvin Willat directing. 


Breaking All Records 
Marks Bros. Granada 
and 
Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, Ill., Indefinitely 


BLUEIN’ THE BLUES 
With PAUL ASH’S “BLUE REVUE” 


WEEK MARCH 25, ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
WEEK APRIL 1, NORSHORE, CHICAGO 


WEEK APRIL 9, SENATE, CHICAGO 
WEEK APRIL 16, HARDING, CHICAGO 


With Publix Circuit of Theatres to Follow 


Thanks to PAUL ASH for His Wonderful a 
Co-operation, and not Forgetting BROOKE JOHNS 


Direction MAX TURNER, WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
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CHICAGO GETS BEATEN-UP WIVES 
WHO WANT LOSE WALLOPERS 


John Dunsmure’s Problem 
Promised Much and F 


of 2 Wives—Edgar Adams 
orgot All of It Afterwards 


—Midget Ike Seeks Divorce 


Chicago, April 3. 

Conflicting decrees of local judges 
have embarrassed the matrimonial 
status of John Dunsmure (McNab), 
legit. 

Dunsmure was granted a divorce 
from Mrs. Selma McNab in 1921. 
He married Dorothy Milliken and 
two children came to the family. 
Meantime Dunsmure’s first wife 
visited Chicago and induced an- 
other judge to set aside the divorce 
decree on grounds that the litigants 


resided in New York. 

Both of Dunsmure’s wives are 
now living in New York. Duns- 
mure is afraid to visit his second 
wife for fear his first wife will have 
him pinched. He has asked his at- 
torneys, Socrates & Davis, to find 
out what can be done. 

Agnes Leonard Thompson, re- 
cently in “Good News,” has filed 
suit for divorce, through Attorney 
Phil R. Davis, against her artistic 
husband, Louis Thompson. The 
charge is cruelty, particularly citing 
an alleged attempt by Louis to 
knock his wife blotto by hurling a 
palette full of paint at her. Mrs. 
Thompson is a relative of Lillian 
Russell and with comparative ease 
can trace her family right into the 
palace of King George the Third. 
Her marriage was in 1926, and sep- 
aration came a year later. 


Pledge Fell Down 


Grace Adams, show girl, has filed 
her second suit for divorce against 
Edgar Adams. In February, 1927, 
she instructed Attorney Leo Weiss- 
kopf to institute a suit against 
hubby, charging drunkenness and 
adultery. Instead, Weisskopf had 
had Edgar sign a pledge that he 
would not imbibe liquor, sock his 
wife, gamble nor carry on with 
other women. On the strength of 
this the pair were reconciled, but 
Grace has just told Weisskopf the 
pledge didn’t hold, so the suit has 
been filed again. 

Lillian Diskin, chorine, has filed 
suit for divorce against Morris Dis- 
kin, non-pro. Lillian claims her 
husband has a mania for twisting 
her arm when peeved. They have 
been married cight years and have 
one child. 

A suit has been filed for Sig 
Wenig against Fanny Wenig, now 
in “Five o’Clock Girl,” alleging de- 
sertion in 1926. Marriage was in 
1913, 

Another desertion charge has 
been filed by Mr. Weisskopf for 
Gladys Darno, vaude, against George 
Darno. Marriage in 1922, and al- 
leged desertion in 1925. 

Bessie Rubenstein, a chorine un- 
der the name of Clark, claims her 


husband, Harry, has knocked her 
down and broken her ribs, beside 
being continually drunk, 

Midgets Mismated 


Matjus (Ike) Matina, of the mid- 
Bet team, Mike and Ike, is seeking 
annulment of his marriage to Mar- 
&arette Cynthia, also a midget. He 
is represented by Attorney Ben 
Ehrlith. 

Wedding of Ike and Margarette 
was a public affair, taking place at 
Savannah, April 8, 1926. It was 
claimed to be the first marriage of 
midgets in 56 years, the previous 
one being that of Tom Thumb. 


Detroit, April 3. 

Mrs, Olive May Kirwan, profes- 
Slonally Olive May, and on the radio 
as “The Sunshine Girl,” was granted 
& divorce from George A. Kirwan 
Buffalo cigar salesman. Judge 
Theodore J. Richter issued the de- 
cree after hearing of ex- 
treme cruelty, non- 
support. 

The couple were married May 18, 
1917, and-separated June 27, 1922. 
Custody of their nine-year-old son 
g0es to the mother. 

Mrs. Kirwan made a hurried trip 
here for the hearing from the east, 
where she is palying in vaudeville. 
She is quoted as testifying that she 
earns $150 a week while he 
band’s capacity is $25. 


charges 


infidelity and 


hus- 


Carroll, Dance Master, 


Kicked Wife Too Hard 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
It Was over a dancing lesson 
Harvey H. Carroll gave Victoria 
Fillen last summer that Bernice 


Eva Starr Carroll went into a rage 
and wouldn't have anything to do 
with her husband from then on. 

Carroll, besides being a dancing 
master, plays in picture houses on 
the Coast for Fanchon and Marco. 
He filed: suit for divorce charging 
his wife and stage dancing~partner 
with extreme jealousy, Complainant 
declares on one occasion she locked 
him out of their hotel quarters and 
later skipped to Seattle, taking 
their seven-year-old daughter with 
her. 

Mrs. Carroll is also seeking a 
decree On a cross complaint. The 
fight is expected to center on the 
custody of their child. Mrs. Car- 
roll accuses her husband of being 
cruel and jealous. She says he 
kicked her so hard one time her 
health was injured. Also, she as- 
serts, he attempted to kidnap the 
child. 

The case is now on trial before 
Superior Court Judge Stutsman, 


WMCA Radio Act 


The WMCA Radio Stars opens 
April 23 at Loew’s Willard, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., on a Loew tour booked 
by William Morris. Donald Flamm, 
head of the McAlpin Hotel station, 
is sponsoring the act as a produc- 
tion and exploitation venture. 

It will play the metropolitan 
houses and will have Norman 
Pearce, the station’s star announcer, 
as master of ceremonies;, Fain and 
Dunn, singing comedians; Harry 
Montgomery, of Roemer’s Homers, 
a WMCA commercial, and the Mc- 
Alpineers, Jrs., orchestra. 

Edgar Allan Woolf is authoring. 


Coast Ballyhooing 
San Francisco, April 3. 

Olsen and Johnson, currently 
headlining at the Orpheum, have 
signed to repeat over K-A-O, start- 
ing Sept. 1. Thé present tour will 
continue until middle of July, 

Westward trail of the comics has 
been a continual publicity and ex- 
ploitation racket. Here they tied 
up traffic when going out in an an- 
tiquated auto, with a liveried foot- 
man and.themselves garbed in high 
hats and polar coats. 


Needs Trees to Chop 

It is almost certain that Paulino 
Uzcudun, the heavyweight cham- 
pionship contender from Spain 


chopper,” will frame up -a@ vaude 
act after his next battle with 
George Godfrey (colored). 

This all depends whether Paulino 
can obtain the necessary 
wood that he will chop as a 
ture of his act. 


RUBIN’S FIRST DISK 


Los Angeles, April 3 


fea- 


h ‘st disk record 
for Columbia and will can a 
ber of others in the near future. 
Deal with Rubin was made by 
Tom Rockwell, New Yorks repre- 
sentative of the phonograph 
who is here for a short stay. Rock- 


Rose 


| Valyvda. 


|  TEAM’S F-M CONTRACT 
} Los Angeles, April 3. 
| Krank Mitchell and Jack Durant, 
who appeared in “Hit the Deck” out 
here, have been placed under a five- 
year contract by Fanchon = and 
Mareo. Contract provides for an 
option for five more years on their 
services, 

Team closes shortly with 
and then goes east to appear in a 
|New York production 


known in ring circles as “the wood | 


trees or | 


Bennie Rubin, m. c. at Loew's! 
Olive May’s Divorce from } 


$25-a-Week Salesman| 


num- | 


firm. 


“Deck" | 


JEANE JOYSON 
“The Glad Girl of Songland” 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
This Week (April 2) 


DUNCANS AND CRISPS 
LOCK OVER HOOFER 


Sister Acts’ Verbal Battle on 
Coast—Pat Whalen, Dancer, 
With Crisps, Seems Cause 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Another good hoofer or two gone 
wrong. Pat Whalen, touring with 
the Crisp Sisters, has turned in his 
notice to quit the act when it fin- 
ishes in Long Beach for Pantages 


*next week. Eddie Mack, the other 


chap in the act, has done likewise. 

But the why and wherefore for 
the quitting of Whalen is said to 
be another sister act, none other 
but the Duncan Girls. 

According to reports, when the 
Crisp Girls played in Tacoma and 
Seattle recently for Pantages on 
the same bill were Vivian and 
Rosetta Duncan, 

Whalen was at plenty of parties 
and the Duncan Girls were also, and 
this may have aroused the ire of 
the Crisp Sisters. Last week when 
the Crisp turn arrived in Los An- 
geles Vivian was at the train to 
greet Whalen. The Crisp Girls did 
not like that any too much and let 
loose with a verbal barrage that 
shook the Southern Pacific station 
but did not perturb Miss Duncan. 
The Crips Girls said Whalen’s at- 
tentions to Vivian were interfering 
with the act to the extent that 
Whalen was not working as he 
should. They stated he was being 
kept up late and that was not good 
for a hoofer. 

Two nights before the close of the 
Los Angeles engagement of the 
Crisp act Whalen handed in his no- 
tice. That burned the sisters 
aplenty. They told him that they 
paid his fare to the coast as well 
as that of Mack, and that they ex- 
pected the two boys to return to 
New York with them. 

Finding that Whalen would not 


withdraw his waiver request, the 
cirls then went to Pantages and 
tried to outmaneuver the boy in 


the turn. They requested that Pan 
switch their route east instead of 
having them play San Diego and 
Long Beach, figuring Whalen would 
| forget the Duncan Girls in Ogden 
!and Salt Lake and would remain 
with the act. 

However, 
| 


Pantages at the late 
hour did not want to reroute the 
turn. 
vith his notice, and it looks a 

though the Crisp Sisters will have} 


to get two new boys or reroutine 
heir act when they start east. 
It is said that the Duncan Girls | 
| contemplate adding Whalen to the} 


they re- 


doing when 
» working in a few 


hey are 
weeks 


| 
|'Resting at $750 Weekly 
K-A once passed up Harry Rose | 

| because it couldn’t afford to 
him $400 a week, Now Rose is lay- 


ing off thred weeks here and get- 
ting $750 for each seven days of | 
rest. But from Publix, not K-A. 
| Rose came into Chicago with | 


i“Dancing Veet,” Publix unit, shortly 
‘after having played the same houses | 
'as a locally booked single. When | 
|B. & K. found it could get George 
‘Jessel for three wesks the firm | 
'grabbed him and figured it a logi- 
leal way to keep Rose from repeating 
| too quickly. 

So Rose rests for $750 in the town | 
|where they couldn’t pay him 3400 | 
for working. 


AVAILABLE VAUDE ACTS 


= 


Then Mack came forward | 


K-A’s Economic Plan 
At Work on Coast 


Los Angeles, April 8. 
Harry Campbell, assistant to 
Frank Vincent, western representa- 
tive for the Orpheum Circuit, has 


resigned and is retiring from show 
business. 

Prior to accepting the post with 
Vincent, Campbell had been man- 
ager of the Orpheum, San Fran- 
cisco, for 15 years. It is understood 
his resignation was brought about 
through the economic policy 
adopted by the Keith - Albee- 
Orpheum organization in minimiz- 
ing operating expenses. 

This economy move has gone into 
operation on theatres on the coast, 
cashiers at all houses having had 
working shifts changed so that at 
least one could be dispensed with. 

Ushers and floormen who have 
been decorating the lobbies and 
foyers of various houses have been 
released. 


Publicity Dies Out on 
Allen-Peaches-Mrs. Mess 


Either tired or suspicious, the 
dailies dropped the Edgar Allen- 
Peaches Browning-Katherine Mur- 
ray Allen triangle story over night 
last week, the wife's sudden de- 
parture Friday for White Sulphur 
Springs putting an end to it 
preemptorily. Mrs. Allen, the for- 
mer Katherine Murray, prima don- 
na, together with the Allens’ six- 
month-old daughter, left for the 
resort for a recuperative trip. Mrs. 
Allen of recent times has received 
inheritances from her grandmother 
and uncle amounting to over one 
million dollars, 

Tuesday morning, in the New 
York “Times,” the Fox broker in- 
serted a public notice that he will 
not be responsible for debts con- 
tracted by Mrs. Allen. 

Meantime, the other Allens in the 
show business, including Lester Al- 
len and Edgar Allen Woolf, are 
squawking that their friends are 
purposely confusing the names, just 
for the laughs, but at the same 
time" embarrassing to them. 

On the religious angle, whether 
or not Allen became a converted 
Catholic in compliance with his 
wife’s request, is still in doubt. Al- 
len denies it. Others aver that he 
admitted it to the press. 

Meantime Peaches is doing heavy 
trade on the publicity, her past 
week at the Broadway being big. 
Jack Loeb is back in New York 
from Paim Beach at Allen's request 
when it seemed that the latter 
would be forced to dodge the news- 
paper bunch. 

Because of Mrs. Allen's faith, 
she has stated a divorce is out of 
the question. On her return, Al- 
len’s attorney, Julius Kendler, hopes 
to come to some understanding. 

Mrs, Allen's father meantime oc- 
ecupies their Larchmont home. 

And Marvin Welt continues as 
Peaches’ manater, 


Peaches’ Time Stands 


The Keith-Albee-Orph offices 
have not cancelled any of Peaches 


Browning's time, reports to the con- 


i} trary notwithstanding. There was 
a realignment of the Washington 
nd ‘eveland dates, but beyond 

| that she will play out the time as 

| booked. 

This week Peaches is at the 
Keith-booked house in Jersey City 
and the last half at the Strand, 


Rockaway, L. I. 

Subsequent bookings take her to 
Philadelphia for three days, a lay- 
off of the last half of that week, 


| with Newark the next stop. 


Immediate Bookings Hoped For—Some Think They 
Should Be Paid Half Salary While Rehearsing— 
Names Listed With Agents in New York 


4 


About half of Hollywood 
willing to take a 
ville. 


seems 
flyer into vaude- 


the New York 

players available for 
bookings lists RaJph 
Graves, Shirley Mason, Vioia Dana, 
Helene Chadwick, Hallam Cooley, 
Roy Stewart, Cullen Landis, Snub 
Pollard, Creighton Hale, Sally Rard, 
Betty Blythe, Agnes Ayres, Lloyd 
Hamilton, Virginia Pearson, Gareth 
Hughes, Lila Lee, Raymond McKee, 
Pat O'Malley, Edith Roberts, Ruth 
Clifford, Carmelita Geraghty, Frank 
Campeau, William Desmond, Gaston 
Glass and Hank Mann. 

A laugh in New York is the re- 
quest made by some of the players 
that they receive half-salary during 
the rehearsal period. 

Drawing power of picture actors, 
real or fancied, has resulted in the 
past in numerous bookings. K-A-O, 
particularly, has put the not-too- 
twinkling “stars” to work, evidently 
finding in them an effortless solu- 
tion of the pressing need for head- 
liners with the desertion from the 
vaude ranks of the bonafide vaude 
headliners, 


A check-up from 
end on tilm 
immediate 


PIANO PLAYER ARRESTED 


Rollo Hudson, With Mildred Force, 
Charged With Deserting Family 


Rollo Samuel Hudson, 34, of 67 
West 96th street, pianist for Mild- 
red Force, who appeared at the 
Steinway, Astoria, L. IL, was ar- 
raigned in West Side Court before 
Magistrate August Glatzmayer on 
the charge of being a fugitive from 
justice. He was granted a further 
hearing. Bail of $500 was furnished 
by a friend. 

Hudson was arrested on a tele- 
gram from the police of Newton, 
Mass. It stated Hudson was wanted 
on the charge of deserting his wife 
and two children. 

A copy of the indictment accom- 
panied the telegram, the sleuths 
said. His wife’s name is Arlene and 
his two children are 9 and 11. 

Miss Force sat in court during 
the arraignment of Hudson. The 
pianist denied the charge. Hudson 
was arrested by Detectives John 
Coleman and Tom Walsh, of the 
West 47th street station, after he 
had completed his act at the 
theatre. The act is called Mildred 
Force and Company. 


Songwriters With Stars 


Lou Brown, Buddy DeSylva and 
Ray Henderson, forming the music 
publishing firm of that name, with 
3obby Crawford its business head, 
are going into vaudeville -shortly 
and briefly as an act. They will 
land at the Palace. 

The writers and composers have 
the idea of having the stars along 
Broadway they have outfitted with 
stage material appear daily during 
their Palace engagement. 


No N.V.A. Screen Plug 


Portiand, Ore., April 3. 
West Coast Theatres circuit 
houses in this section will not use 
any trailer or announcements upon 


their screens for the N. V. A. benefit 
| performance to be shortly held here 

West Coast has no. object 
though te any of its acts appearing 
at the show. 


“OOVOIH 


A denial was made that Peaches | 


Browning had Rochester 
booked and cancelled because that 


time | 


was the home of Kathryn Murray | 


(Mrs. Edgar Allen). 

Meanwhile the Allen-Penaches- 
Mrs. Allen hubbub was crowded off 
the first pages through nothing 
further of a sensational nature de- 
veloping. 

Edgar Allen is still in New York 
but planning a vacation. 


= 


William Morris 
CALL BOARD 


WANT 


NOVELTY ACTS FOR THE 
COAST 


ZLVLS ‘sa TaUNY SC 


NEW YORK, 1560 BROADWAY 
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lattle Spanish Town | y H 
by George Whiting: and Lew Pollock 
| Another “Sam- The Old Accordion Man! 
by Walter Donaldson @ 
| Better Than “When You Look In The- Heart Of A Rose’! y 
| ALFRED BRYAN & FRED FISHER 
| vl FELL— “The European Hit/ & 
A ‘The American Hit/ —IN LOVE 
Beautiful Waltz With A | | 
MABEL WAYNE DONALDSONS New: Blue 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK N.Y 


ry poe LES MINNEAPOLIS AUSTRALIA, MELBOURNE 


276 Collins St. 
405 Maiestic Thea. Bldg. > 433 Loeb Arcade 


A Glorious Fox Trot Song/ 4 | 
ty LESTER SANTLY & CLIFF FRIEND ‘ 
» A Rag Ballad They're All Talking About— , i 
WHEN YOURE WITH SOMEBODY 
RUTH ETTING, ABEL BAER & L.WOLFEGILBERT | 
An Exquisite Fox Trot Ballad: 
| by Gus Kahn -Carmen Lonbardo —John W. Green 
A Fast Stepping, Fox Trot Song! “i 
Heaven’—.zrric »: Dolly Morse fi 1 
Orchestrations 
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ALLEGED COPY ACT 
ASKS INJUNCTION AND DAMAGES 


Leo Post Goes to Court Against Allen K. Foster— 
Claims “Web” Style of Act Dates Back to 1887— 
Foster Attempted to Stop Post 


an injunction and $1,000 
against Allen K. Foster, 
Leo Post, who owns the “Post 17 
Orange Blossom Girls,” vaudeville 
act, had his case against Foster 
tried last week; decision being re- 
served. Post, former employee of 
Foster's, sets forth that the web 
act idea dates back to Hugh Bonner, 


Seeking 
damages 


HA! HA! HA! 


Circus Is In Town! 
Forty Clowns, but 


Marie Hartman 


1S ONE REAL CLOWN 
Everyone Enjoys Her PEANUTS 


MARIE 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


BILLY 


Miss Marie Hartman 
CHAMP COMEDIENNE 


No ple in the Face 
No water in the Pants 
No teeth blocked out 


who patented it in March, 1887, and 
to D, A. Woodhouse on March 6, 
1904. 

Foster's notifications to the 
Amalgamated Vaudeville Exchange, 
Sidney C. Anschell and _ other 
booking sources to lay off playing 
Post’s act on the allegation of an 
infringement precipitated the suit 
by Post. The latter wants to en- 
join Foster from halting his book- 
ing endeavors and mentions the 
news story in Variety of Jan, 11 


Comic, but a three-ring circus by 
Herself 
Billy Hibbitt, Ringmaster 
HAL 


SIDARE 


DANCER EXTRAORDINARY 
Featured by FANCHON and MARCO 
Personal Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


last as an instance. 

Post had his Amalgamated time 
cancelled following Foster’s com- 
plaint, excepting for one week in 
Wilkes-Barre and Scranton, which 
Foster permitted the Amalgamated 
to play as a courtesy not to upset 
their books. 

Foster in defense submitted that 
he took Post out of the Hippodrome, 
where he was a clown at $35 a week, 
and placed him in his employ at 
$100 a week to tutor on dancing. 
When Post and Foster _oplit, the 
former produced the “Post Orange 
Blossom Girls,” which Foster al- 
leges infringes on his “Spider and 
the Butterfly” web dance act. 

The answering affidavits cites 
Variety's new act review of the Fos- 
ter act, underscoring the criticism 
that Foster’s type of dance produc- 
tion is unique and. original with 
that terp master. 


K-A’s Early Closing 
Indianapolis, April 3. 

Keith-Albee’s local Palace will be 
among the early closing houses of 
that chain when it retires for the 
summer April 14. 

The grind house has not had a 
good season. It’s been a tough spot 
for K-A ever since they took the 
house from Pantages some years 
ago. 


Belle Baker, Shubert Act 


Belle Baker has gone under con- 
tract with the Shuberts, to appear 
for her specialty on the road with 
“Artists and Models.” The en- 
gagement starts next week. 

Miss Baker will receive special 
billing. 


JOSEPHINE HARMON IN REVUE 


Phil Gilmore ‘‘discovered” Jos- 
ephine Harmon (Harmon and 
Sands) after she had played 14 


years in vaude and finally reached 
the Palace, New York. Miss Har- 
mon will appear in a new musical 
revue Gilmore is producing, called 
“Under Your Hat.” 

-Max Darewski is writing the mu- 
sic, Harry Ruskin the book and 
lyrics. 

' The revue is now in rehearsal. 


BUSTER 


And His “TINY 


Now playing 


Willie and Werner Blasero, Melitta Wronna, Jean Phillips, Tony Soucek 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum Circuit under direction Tishman & O’Neal 


SHAVER 


TOWN REVUE” 


BAR ORDER 
MAKES N.V.A. SUFFER 


Salary Cutter Tells K-A-0 
Acts in Chi They Can’t Ap- 
pear at Benefits 


Chicago, April 3. 
Resenting the overreaching edicts 


delivered by Sam “Kut” Kahl, 
vaudeville and legit actors in Chi- 
cago are forming secretly against 
the N. V. A. benefit to be held here 
April 15. 

It is a result of Kahl’s actions 
in prohibiting the appearance of 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum acts at any 
of the local benefits. Any personal 
interest an act might have in a 
benefit is disregarded. 

One of Kahl’s ultimatums to meet 

with strong disfavor was his refusal 
to permit Catholic actors to par- 
ticipate in the Catholic Orphans’ 
Home benefit. Quite a few Catholic 
performers asked permission to ap- 
pear on the program voluntarily 
but were met with a curt negative 
from Kahl. 
Again, when a farewell dinner 
was tendered to Paul Ash before 
his departure for Europe, “Kut” 
forbade any K-A-O acts to appear 
in the entertainment. 


No Reason 


, A benefit for Joe Lewis was 
Staged last week. Joe was once the 
biggest night club draw in Chicago 
and his place was a nightly 
rendezvous for show people. Then 
Joe had his “accident,” which in- 
capacitated him in the only trade 
he knew—show business. Profes- 
sionals all over the country were 
eager to assist the kid whose means 
of livelihood were so suddenly cut 
off and a mammoth benefit was de- 
cided upon as the most logical 
procedure, 

Word was sent out from the Kahl 
office that no act playing the K-A- 
O houses should appear on the 
Lewis benefit program. No reasons 
given. 

The acts are burning. Prohibited 
from assisting in benefits of per- 
sonal interest to them they are ask- 
ing why they should be bothered 
with the N. V. A. fandango. 

As a result ox this logic it is re- 
ported a very serious epidemic of 
various illnesses will prevail in 
Chicago on and before April 15. 


MILES’ ORIENTAL HELP UP 
Detroit, April 3. 

A mob held up the Oriental the- 
atre at 11 o'clock this morning, 
forced Manager Wodetsky to open 
the safe and grabbed the Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday receipts, 
amounting to over $10,000. 

Bandits bound and gagged the 
entire Oriental office staff with the 
exception of Joe Lee, the p. a. 


FILMLESS ROSITA 
Los Angeles, April 3. 

United Artists has canceled its 
contract with Rosita, vaudeville 
dancer, whom John Considine, Jr., 
signed. Her chance did not come 
along as U. A. had no spot for her 
in any picture. During this time 
she was permitted to play engage- 
ments arranged for her by the stu- 
dio. Rosita is going back to vaude 
on her own again. 


McNAMEE EAST 


Graham McNamee will make his 
local debut in vaude at Loew's Wil- 
lard in Woodhaven, uw. I., May 7—9. 

McNamee will sing and relate 
some broadcasting anecdotes. 


INDIA AND NAZIMOVA 


Country Indignant Because of Piay- 
let, “India”"—In K-A Vaude 


Bombay, March 1. 
Newspapers of India are unani- 
mously condemning Mme. Ala Nazi- 
mova for playing the  playlet, 
“India,” on the American stage. 


It is evidently based upon what 
this country calls the disgraceful 
book by Miss Mayo, entitied “Mother 
India.” 

The Russian actress is accused of 
being the principal medium to 
launch this insidious and humiliat- 
ing campaign in the United States 
against Indians. 


“India,” as played by Nazimova 
in the Keith-Albee vaudeville the- 
atres is a sketch adapted from 
“Mother India,” by Edgar Allen 
Woolf and Fanny Hartz Friend. 
Mme. Nazimova appeared in it at 
the K-A Palace, New York, week of 
Jan. 16 last. Variety’s review did 
not note it as propaganda either 
way, and the reviewer thought more 
of the star's dramatics than the 
playlet itself, 


Black Crows-Black Birds 
Battle in the Northwest 


Seattle, April 3. 


Black crows are warring on the 
black birds. Charles E. Mack, 
Moran and Mack, has asked for an 
injunction restraining Moss and 
Frye, reputed originators of this 
patter type of entertainment, from 
using -“black crows” in_ billing. 
Case is set for Monday. Fanchon 
and Marco also named as de- 
fendants. 

Moss and Frye are on Fanchon 
and Marco time, finishing May 5, 
and then go to New York where 
Moss says he will see some legal 
talent, 


Tink Looks Over Detroit 


Detroit, April 3. 

Claude S. (Tink) Humphries, 
coast-to-coast supervisor for K-A-O 
and the only man in the country 
holding a position of that character, 
stopped off in Detroit for two days 
last week in executing his new 
duties. 

Tink gave this burg the severe 
up-and-down, without saying any- 
thing. 


Loew’s Richmond Opens 


Loew’s new theatre at Richmond, 
Va., seating 2,600, will open next 
week. 

Another new Loew’s, seating 3,000, 
with United Artists interested, will 
be at Louisville, ready by June 15, 
next, or the premiere may be post- 
poned until Labor Day. 


JACK McGOWAN COMES BACK 
Los Angeles, April 8. 
Jack McGowan, author of “Ex- 
cess Baggage,” has left M-G-M to 
return to New York. McGowan 
came here to write originals. After 
several weeks on one story he de- 
cided it had play possibilities, it is 
said, and is in New York to pro- 
duce the play and then sell the pic- 
ture rights to the highest. bidder. 


Agent Weber Charged 
With Holding Out 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Mickey Daniels, one of Hal 
Roach’'s “Our Gang” kids, has broken 
a contract made by Harry Weber, 
vaude agent, on the proviso of guard- 
ianship, q clause regarded as illegal, 
Application has been made to re- 


store Mickey’s father as legal 
guardian. 
Meanwhile Mickey has signed 


through the William Morris office 
for eight weeks of picture houses in 
Texas. 

It is alleged that while Weber was 
getting $1,500 for Mickey and Peggy 
Ames in vaudeville, he only gave 
Mickey $200 a week. ~ 


Mabel McCane on Pan Time 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
‘Mabel McCane has been routed 
by Pantages for a tour over his cir- 
cuit. She opened this week at 
Long Beach. 
Miss McCane’s new 
Blanche Merrill. 


act is by 


HARRY 
BREEN 


wrote 


“IT’S THE FAT” 
Also 


“THE: TALK ABOUT 
THE WIVES OF 
FAMOUS MEN” 


for 


TRIXIE 
FRIGANZA 


and , 


FRANKIE 


HEATH’S 
New Act 


NGLAND ONG 


CHINESE BLUES SINGER 

SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 
Thanks to Harry Wallin 


ELLIOTT 


STAR OF THE STAGE AND SCREEN 


IN PERSON 


This Week (April 2), RIVERSIDE, New York 


DEXTER 


Direction LOU GOLDER 


JANE and 


ATHERINE LEE 


AMERICAN YOUTH AND PEP 


Holding down the hardest spct on the bill at 


KEITH-ALBEE PALACE, NEW YORK, WEEK (APRIL 


Opening After Intermission 


Keith-Albee Representative, JAMES PLUNKETT 
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AFTER A COMPLETE SEASON 


STAR with 
“ARTISTS and MODELS” 


WITH HIS FAMOUS ORCHESTRA 
OPENS FOR A TOUR OF THE 


AT THE 


WEEK OF APRIL 8 


- BROKE ALL EXISTING 
HOUSE RECORDS AT 


“__Found, to my great delight, that Columbia 
is even more particular in the manufacture of 


WHILE I AM ON MY TOUR, YOU CAN HEAR 
ME PLAY AND SING IN YOUR OWN HOME ON 


Columbia Records 


Made the New Way ~ Esectricaily 
Viva-tonal Recording - The Records without Scratch 


MY LATEST RECORDS ARE: 


{ Keep Sweeping the Cobwebs Off the Moon } 


1313-D Fox-Trots 1242-D Away Down South in Heaven 
th f Sigma Chi ) Is Everybody Happy Now? 
1296-D Good Nicht Waltzes 1207-D Down the Old Church Aisle Fex-Trots 


(EXCLUSIVE COLUMBIA RECORD ARTIST) 


“THE HIGH-HATTED TRAGEDIAN OF SONG” 


CIRCU 
PALAGE, 


Fox-Trots 
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No NOT SOPH’S WEDDING, r Loew Bills i in Detroit 
The A. H. Schwartz offices, con- Fast Check System 4 Detroit, April 3. 
trolling « vaude and picture circuit BUT SHE STOLE SHOW With uncertainty as to the dis- 


in New York and Long Island, deny 

that there will be any booking Chicago, April 3. 
change from the New York Pan- Balaban and Katz check sys- 
tages oflices. The Schwartz bills tem on acts is probably the 
will continue to be booked by Bob most alert in the country. 
Burns in the Pan offices, Within 15 minutes after George 
Jessel had pulled a new gag 
at the Chicago several officials 
Nita Naldi’s Sketch ’ were backstage requesting him 

Los Angeles, April 3. to stick to his routine. 


Nita Neldl is preparing & vaude boys had noticed quite 
act fur tour. Sketch was written a few customers about to 
by Ballard McDonald. leave, sit down again when the 


sonata new gag was revealed. Be- 
cause of capacity crowds, the 
officials figured the change of 
routine a handicap to quick 
turnover. 


Dooley Quits Orpheum to 
Play 4 Weeks for F’. & M. 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Bill Dooley is going to work for 
Fanchon and Marco in_ picture 
houses after playing one week for 
the Orpheum circuit. | Dooley 
“showed” at the Hillstreet but re- 
fused to continue on account of 
salary differences. 

Dooley will play four weeks for 
F. & M. and will use his recent 
comedy film in conjunction with the 
act. 


P= 


BEN TURPIN IN VAUDE 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Ben Turpin is going into vaude- 
ville again with a sketch written 
by James Madison, 
Act opens for Loew in Cleveland 


April 23 


Lyons and Lyons booked. 


METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
|# cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spangies, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
| 


After touring France, Germany 
and Holland, opened London 
Coliseum, March 12, and IMME- 
DIATELY ENGAGED FOR EN- 
TIRE STOLL TOUR. 


Now doing a new act, com- 
prising singing, dancing and 
talking comedy on Uni-cycles. 


ADDRESS, VARIETY 
London, Eng. 


_costumes, Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


Sister Annie’s Heap Big Time 
When Marrying Man from 
Auburn 


‘I'm not the bride. There she is, 
over there. That's my sister, 
Annie,” Soph Tucker kept repeating 
Saturday night as she sat at the 
head table following the ceremony 
which had joined Annie to Julius 
Aaronson, a business man of Au- 
burn, N. Y. 

Annie is the favorite sister of 
Soph, Moe and Mike, who compose 
the remainder of the family. Annie 
is also popular with many other 
people and many of the latter were 
at the wedding party held in the 
Challes place on West 57th street. 

Soph and her brothers made 
Annie’s wedding a three-story afgf- 
fair. You had to walk up one flight 
to see Annie married after taking 
a chance with your wraps on the 
ground floor. When you got the 
coat check you also got a yamkatis. 
That's Yiddish for a paper head- 
gear which is high hat for the 


upon witnesses of a wedding cere- 
mony to be under cover. 
Lillian Shaw’s Story 

Having nothing to do during the 
usual wait for the bride, Lillian 
Shaw told a clean story about the 
little Jewish boy going to a private 
school. Asked by the teacher who 
wrote “Hamlet,” the boy replied, “I 
didn’t” and was sent home. His 
father could not believe the reason 
the boy gave for his punishment and 
returned to school with him. The 
teacher explained it and said that 
in her school a boy could not be 
impudent; that she maintained 
strict discipline, 

“But Abie wasn’t impudent, lady,” 
answered the father. “If Abie said 
he didn’t write ‘Hamlet,’ you can 
‘believe him.” 

Miss Shaw told some other stories 
and also mentioned that although 
having plenty of money, she's lone- 
some. Her lay off address is the 
Park Central Hotel. 

During the ceremony Cantor 
Rosenblatf sang. It was remurked 
he had a very good voice but some 
of the fresher lads in the rear 
started to make book on how long 


_- 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


2%, 3 and the feed. Here’s where Soph 
es stole the show. She looked like two 
pe million dollars in cash and as she 
aes ) sat at the head table facing the 
gt |mob, she helloed everybody, made | 
na side and wise cracks and with diffi- 
culty ~ was prevented by Eddie} 
Elklins and his orchestra from 
< 160 w E ST 46" ST- mp | singing. The mob gave Soph a vote 
N W TY of thanks for that, although admit- 
BR T 9850 NE YORK Ci ting she looked nearly as beautiful 
Oily ; as her sister looked sweet. And 
eee Annie is no slouch looker either. 
Brothers Moe and Mike looked out 
% a for the guests as a reason to walk 
3 3 e e around and keep their eyes on the 
fh ee . waiters, for there was plenty of that 
iENEE le Ad IE 
stuff that comes heavy by the cas>, 
MARVIN H. SCHENCK 
CHARLES 
BOOKING MANAGER } 
CHICAGO OFFICE | 
600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
oe JOHNNY JONES | TENOR 
IN CHARGE | 11th Consecutive Week at Publix 
| Million Dollar Theatre, Los Angeles 


his song would last. 


After Annie and Julius were wed, 
they had to march back to the end 
of the hall, stand in the corner and 
go through the kissing stuff. Soph 
probably pulled the best kissed 
wedding ever held in New York. 
Some of the relatives hadn't seen 
each other for 50 years or more and 
they started kissing with the weeps 
on the side. Before it ended the 
men started kissing each other also. 
One of Annie’s girl chums fell on 
Annie’s neck and held up the party 
until they wrenched her away. 

Lots of Looks 


KEITH-ALBEE CIRCUIT 


orthodox Jewish religion that calls’ 


After that another flight of stairs | 


Jack Curtis made Edgar 
Allen a $1,000 offer for a per- 
sonal appearance this week at 
the K-A Hippdrome, 

Curtis promised to get more 
for the masculine angle im the 
Peaches Brewning-Katherine 
Murray Allen imbroglio, but 
insisted on a written authori- 
zation from Allen to submit 
him to Keith-Albee, 


— | 


B. & K. Rejects Orpheum 
Proposal on Senate 


Chicago, April 3, 

Having had experience in losing 
money with Orpheum on partner- 
Ship theatre deals, Balaban and 
Katz has refused to turn the Senate 
over to Orpheum policy and man- 
agement. Idea was to do this on 
completion of the new B. & K. 
Paradise in the same neighbor- 
hood. 

.If K-A-O wants the Senate the 
only way it'll get it is by leasing 
it outright. 


WM. C. CANNING MARRYING 

William C. Canning, manager of 
Keith's Palace, Manchester, N. H., 
while in New York last week, con- 
firmed the report of his approach- 
ing marriage to Georgia Sands, ac- 
tress, in May. 


and a waiter is a waiter, even at a 
wedding. 

Among those of the 200 or more 
present were some eligible young 
bachelors, who blew when they saw 
the eligible young. girls. The 


of the kind that believe’ they 
shouldn’t marry until they have to 
and are never certain just how 
soon that may be. 

The party ran late, Sophie’s wed- 
ding having a crowd despite its op- 
position of the Naked Truth Dinner 
at the Astor and the Saturday night 
poker games in the clubs. 

Annie and her spouse will live in 
Auburn. Everyone left with a hope 
that Annie will like Auburn, for it’s 
1,000 to 1 Auburn will like Annie. 


NEW HOTEL AN NAPOLIS 


Washington, D. C. 
Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 

in the Heart ° 

Theatre District 


11-12 and H Sts. 


- 


i 


bachelors being from Broadway are | 


position of Loew vaudeville in Dee 
troit, since Kunsky’s State will 
switch to presentations in a week, 
it is possible the Loew acts will con- 
tinue at that house though booked 
and played under new conditions. 


Tentative plans to transfer the 
bills to Adams, now in Straight 
films, apparently have been dropped. 


Presence of a band on the stage 
will call for a different booking are 
rangement by the Loew office, in 
place of the routine road shows now 
coming into the State. 


BARTON? 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


PLAYING 
KEITH-ALBEE-ORPHEUM 


Direction WILLIAM JACOBS 


of Ceremonies 


Masters 
earn a thousand a week—but 
look at the risk they run— 


Some 


WHO SAYS SO? 


BARTON 


FOR SENSATIONAL ADAGIO SEE 


VINA ani ARTHUR 


In Jack LAUGHLIN’S Monster Prologue to 
“FOUR SONS,” NOW AT CARTHAY CIRCLE, Los Angeles 


Also Featured with Will Morrissey’s Revue 
Permanent Address, Variety, Los Angeles 


stay. 
cept a 


HOTEL 


AL BOASBERG 


Arrives in NEW YORK abont April 9 for a short 
Before returning to Hollywood he will ac- 
limited number of assignments to write 
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Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 15 weeks within 200 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


New York City 


BACKED BY 


25 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL 
SQUARE DEALINGS TO ALL 


THE GUS SUN BOOKING Ex. Co. 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 
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Orpheum’s Grind Policy 
Flopping in Northwest 


Seattle, April 8. 

Though denied by Carl Reiter, 

Orpheum manager, it is re- 

rted that the Orpheums here and 

in Portland, lately trying a 50c 

grind vaudfilm show without re- 

gerved seats, will close before the 
end of this month. 

The local Orpheum hasn't been 
doing the business expected. 

Henry Duffy's stock will open 
April 23 at the Orpheum, Portland, 
with “Baby Cyclone” as the first 
play. 


EDDIE 


ROGERS 


“FOR NO REASON AT ALL” 
Now Playing for Alex Pantages 


WwoopDs 


MILLER 


SONGS PLUS PERSONALITY 

Playing West Coast Theatres, with 

thanks to FANCHON and MAKCO 
Direction: 


LILLIAN ROSEDALE GOODMAN 


NOW APPEARING IN AMERICA! 


THE SENSATION OF FRANCE! 


SONGS AND DANCES 


PEARL 


TWINS 
Playing West Coast Theatres 
With Thanks to Fanchon and Marco 


LOEW’S LET-OUT AGENTS 
LIST AGAIN MADE UP 
Exnected Within 


Month, Leaving but 15 Fran- 
chised Loew Agents 


Another shake-up in Loew agents 
is predicted to materialize within 
two weeks with an additional num- 
ber of let-outs slated to go. 

The forthcoming list will be the 
second deletion of act sellers to the 
circuit. According to verified re- 
ports, it will narrow down the en- 
franchised Loew list to 15 agents 
with a slight possibility of further 
additions. At present the Loew 
agents number 23. 

J. H. Lubin, Loew's vaude book- 
ing chief, refused to comment when 
asked, 

Despite Mr. Lubin’s reticence it 
is said the list of proposed let-outs 


will contain names inactive’ in 
booking with the Loew Circuit. 
Under Mr. Lubin’s’ regulations 


independent booking outlets for en- 
franchised agents have not been 
barred. The Loew Circuit is alone 
in this respect, giving its agents 
full swing to book attractions for 
which no Loew time is available 
through independent channels, save 
in a few spots figured as opposition 
to Loew. 

The Lubin liberal policy has abro- 
gated possibie dishonesty of its 
agents bootlegging acts under vari- 
ous subterfuges as obtains with 
other circuits. 


George Sidney’s Tour 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
George Sidney is going to take 
about eight weeks to make personal 
appearances in the picture houses, 
He is asking $3,500 a week, the 
same salary he gets on the screen. 
It is understood Sidney will leave 
shortly to begin a tour of the Fox 
houses around New York. 


Harold Conklin, with the Shu- 
berts for two years, has gone with 
Horace Liveright for the latter’s 
new show, “The Rose and the Dag- 
ger.” 


EARLY CLOSINGS 


| 
With business generally shot 

in the far-out§ independent 

| vaude stands, independent 

j bookers around New York an- 

| | ticipate early closings. 


Worrisome N.V.A. Benefits 
With Returns Slipping 


Worrisome seems the N. V. A. 
benefit thing shortly to come off, 
for the moguls of the Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum agency. They take these 
affairs seriously, with other circuits 
at least lukewarm if at al) inter- 
ested. 

Lately many meetings have heen 
held in the K-A-O offices to drum 
up business for it among the 
acts through their agents to sell 
N. V. A. program advertising and 
tickets. Each year appears a 
dwindling enthusiasm by the agents 
and acts toward the personally 
conducted N. V. A. At. present 
with the New York keith houses 
holding a sparse lot of available 
name acts for the stage show of 
the four or five benefits the same 
evening, another problem is_ in 
front of the K-A promoters: that of 
having a show on hand important 
enough in the advertising to war- 
rant the hullabaloo of past and 
present for N. V. A. shows. 

It is said that many shifts will 
be made in the K-A bills to pro- 
vide talent in New York of a size 
and reputation good enough for 
the N. V. A. bills. These shifts are 
reported quite expensive for the 
K-A office, since the house man- 
agers do not care to assume the 
acts at their original costs. In 
that event, it is said, the booking 
office has advised the house man- 
agers to pay their usual allotment 
of headline salary and the office 
will make up the difference to the 
acts. 


Jackson Hts. Back to Vaude 

Dramatic stock flopped at Sunny- 
side, Jackson Heights, L. I.; vaude- 
film policy back this week. Five 
acts on split week booked by Ar- 
thur Fisher. 


VAUDEVILLE 
) KUNSKY-WM. MORRI 


AGENCY IN DETROIT 


For General Bookings—Off- 


and picture he 
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HICKS BROS. QUIT 


Tell K-A What's What and Go Into 
Business Lines 


The Hicks Brothers. vaudeville 


muse entertainers, have 


shoot of Morris’ Chicago [retired trom the stage to engage in 
B h real estate. One handles Chrysler 
rane cars as a side line, 

--— The team engaged in some spire 

ited correspondence with E. 

Detroit, April 3. 

Albee, scoring the Keith-Albee cir- 

An age ney bearing the name of iculit for its treatment of the aet, 


William Morris is reported forming 
in this city in eoenjunction with a 
vaude and presentation booking of- 
fice lo be established by the Kunsky 
enterprises, 


j 

When organized, if at all, the De- | 
troit Morris office, from reports, 
Will not be directly affiliated with 
the William Morris agency in New 
York, bnt will be more or less a | 
branch of the same Morris ageney 
in Chicago. To meet that end, it 
is said, a booker now with that 
office will be transferred here. A 
report says the booker is Sam 
Bramson, 

Kunsky is forming a booking de- 
partment, to be headed by Howard 
Pierce, now production manager for 
the company. Its purpose was first 
believed to be direct booking for 
the Kunsky theatres, but it has been 
learned the intention is to supply 
talent for some 35 or more houses, 


although the announced number is 
yet a theory. 

Kunsky now has four or five 
neighborhood houses’ in Detroit 
playing week-end vaude, besides 
the Capitol, presentation house 


downtown. With the Capitol short- 
ly to play units from Chicago, the 
time now booked directly by 
Kunsky will be reduced by a full 
week, leaving the office only the 
week-end stands, unless a new loca- 
tion is found for the Loew vaude 
now at Kunsky’s State, which house 
switches to presentations in a week. 

With the Morris connection re- 
ported sealed, the naming of Pierce 
as booking head is obviously with 
intent to establish him in a posi- 
tion relative to that now occupied 
by A. J. Balaban in Chicago. There 
were no denials to that when men- 
tioned in the Kunsky office. 

When here last week, William 
Morris went on record as declaring 
himself unaware of the new project. 


this prompting the alternate 


careers, 
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Burlesque Reviews 


JAZZ TIME REVUE 


Soubrette tabe Abbott 
iertie Foreman 
Second George Rehr 
ave Garener 


This is more like it; a fair show 
in torrid girly display and provided 
with its moments of laughable com- 
edy. Production for the most part 
is as terrible as the average, which 
means pure turkey. However, after 
about six weeks of goshawful en- 
tertainment at the Columbia, you 
don't expect everything and at least 
this Kitty Madison aggregation had 
its points. 

Not the least of its merits is the 
performance of a new runway leader 


. in the person of Mae Dix, an ener- 


getic Amazon, who does’ what 
amounts to an impersonation of Tex 
Guinan, southern drawl and all, in- 
cluding the catchline “Give this li'l 
girl a hand.” Good strong arm run- 
way worker, however, and knows 
her burlesque from St. Louis east, 
but especially St. Louis. 

This troupe for the first time 
hinted at a loosening up in the 
Columbia house rules. Undress 
went the limit, which in burlesque 
is something more than ‘Follies’ 
and still not quite “Artists and Mod- 
els,” but in that modest medium 
ground, plenty. Wriggles don’t go 
to any such free hand extremes as 
some of the local hideaway stocks, 
the undress and some of the blue 
talk and business being depended 
upon instead. 

There isn’t much art about un- 
draped burlesque, but that’s what 
the customers want and since the 
Madison troupe delivers it in rea- 
sonable quantity it rates as a box 
office attraction in its field. The 
star herself goes right into the sex 
appeal at the outset, making her 
first entrance in one of those filigree 
bathing suits, which put her in favor 
for she is a gasp in this intimate 
costume. Miss Dix was discreet for 


*“Ythree numbers and then did one 


of those shawl manipulating bits 
for the finale that was all that 
could be asked. She is an expert 
audience worker and ‘in a “pick- 
out” number had the crowd steamed 
up to one of the most spirited dem- 
onstrations seen at the house in 
months. The more they undress 
Wheel girls the less fuss the audi- 
ences, make about it. They have 
come to take casually feminine dis- 
plays that would have created a 
riot half a dozen years ago. This 
ought to mean something. Anyhow 
the Madison unit's sex appeal is all 
there. 

The comedy is the best allotment 
of vigorous burlesque humor the 
house has had since the merging of 
the two wheels. Its merit seems 
to lie largely in the material and 
in the technique of Harry Evanson, 
doing eccentric, half boob and patsy 
and half tramp and working with- 
out dialect. All bits are staged in 
the revue blackout style and sev- 
eral are meaty. Particularly so is 
the finale, a novelty for burlesque. 
They start one of those husband- 
away-for-week-enter-lover sketches 
and as a sketch it’s rotten. Pres- 
ently author rises indignantly from 
audience and yells “Terrible. You're 
wrecking my sketch!” From that 
they go into rehearsal, with Evan- 
son as the lover, continually trying 
to hurry action into the bedroom 


stuff. For travesty it’s rich. There 
are several other fragments also 
full of good wheel fun, notably a 
blackout with the old story of the 
drummer sleeping in “Babe's” room 
in the farmhouse, twisted about, 
Miss Nadison being the traveling 


actress and Evanson doing “Babe.” 
It has new angles, close to stag 
in tone, but extremely funny. Still 
another highlight in the perform- 
ance is a tart set of lyrics by Miss 
Madison, working alone in one. The 
“Babe” sketch had the saving merit 
of leing genuinely funny, but this 
song was waterfront stuff and it 
deservedly died standing up. 

Girls are an average lot in work- 
Ing ability although a bit above ave- 
rage in looks. They have one good- 
looking costume for a “Kitty” num- 
ber which serves for Miss Madison’s 
entrance. The rest are nightmares 
of ugliness and most of them are 
not even clean. Scenic equipment 
could be moved in a taxicab. 

Rush. 


Night Life in Paris 


Featured Comic..Charles (Tramp) McNally 


Seatured Villa Maye 
Second Comic..... George Selden 
Prima Donna....... Tomiinson 


Lou Reals projects this one, which 
in production,, cast and material, 
measures up favorably to Mutual 
standard. 

The show is fast throughout, with 
6peed tempo maintained in scenes 
and numbers, with the aggregate 
result corking good entertainment 
of its type. 

Despite most of the confedy scenes 
being familiars and released mate- 
rial, several are given new twists 
and expert manipulation that makes 
them count for laughs. 

Charles (Tramp) McNally, feat- 


ured and doing hobo, is a comic well 
up in burlesque tricks, handling 
double entendre in an inoffensive 
manner and always on his toes for 
laughs throughout both stanzas. 
George Seldon, doing a more re- 
pressed hobo, works with McNally 
in the comedy interruptions and 
makes an adequate running mate. 
La Villa May is a nifty soubret, with 
looks and other requirements for the 
assignment, while Marie Tomlinson 
is a prima above average that han- 
dles her numbers well. Jule Paul- 
sen, attractive ingenue, rounds out 
the femme principals. Larry Bryson 
is an effective straight, Al Baker a 
neat singing and dancing juvenile. 

“Night Life in Paris” scraps rou- 
tine burlesque 
with 17 scenes and as many num-~ 
bers spotted in the two sections and 
with almost as many comedy epi- 
sodes spacing the numbers. 

“Jersey Flappers,” with McNally 
and Selden as “dames,” was the 
main howl of the first part, with 
“After My Money,” a new slant on 
Irish justice, runner-up. 

The “Mind Reading” and “Street 
Cleaner” episodes of the second 
stanza also provided adequate scope 
as laugh-getters for McNally, Sel- 
don and their supporters. 

Mae Dix supplanting Bebe Almond 
on the runway, spotted several near- 
naughties on the chutes and some 
effectual “grinding.” They're going 
to like Mae as well as any of her 
predecessors here. 
The show’s chorus also contrib- 
uted its share of wriggling when oc- 
casion demanded, and are a hard- 
working, good-looking bunch. 
From all slants Reals has the 
goods in “Night Life in Paris.” 
Edba 


Mrs. Minsky’s Bouncer 


Charged by Mrs. Molly Minsky 
of 305 West End avenue, wife of 
one of the Minsky brothers, the- 
atrical managers, and herself the 
owner of a theatre at Grand and 
Houston streets, Feliciano Acierno, 
61, theatrical manager, of 2124 Av- 
enue P, Brooklyn, was held in $5,000 
bail to await the action of the 
Grand Jury when before Magistrate 
Simpson in the Tombs Court. 

According to Mrs. Minsky, the 
defendant owed her $2,500 for the 
rent of the theatre and on March 
14 gave her a note for $1,500, which 
she claimed was worthless. Later, 
the complaint states, he gave her a 
check for $1,433. Mrs. Minsky 
charges this check was returned by 


the bank marked “insufficient 
funds.” 

Coocher Arr-sted 
The trial of Antonio Fedenza, 


owner of the New 125th street the- 
atre, stock burlesque, and Ray Mar- 
tella, 21, actress of 3 West 120th 
street, for giving an alleged in- 
decent performance at the theatre 
on Feb. 16 has been set for April 
16 in Special Sessions. 

The two were arrested by Police- 
man Edward Prueschen of the 
Sixth Division, who clamed Miss 
Martella performed a cooch dance 
that shocked his modesty. 


2 Wheel Shows Cleee 


Two more Mutual shows, “Step 
Lively Girls” and “Lid Lifters” 
closed last week. 

The State, Springfield, Mass., 
playing Mutual shows, will also call 
it a season April 14 with vaude and 
pictures going in for summer. 


SAM SCRIBNER BACK 


Sam Scribner returned to New 
York Monday after six weeks in 
Palm Beach and two in Pinehurst, 
C, 

He will hold a number of con- 
ference with I. H. Herk, regarding 
future plans for the Scribner & 
Herk holding corporation. 


Bozo Snyder Vaude Act 

Bozo Snyder, the burlesque 
comic, whose Mutual show closed 
Saturday in Union City, N. J., 
immediately took up vaude work 
Monday, opening in Passaic, N. J. 
With Snyder in his variety act ap- 
pear Sum Green and_ Beatrice 
Tracey, who were principals with 
the Snyder burlesque show. 


Arthur Clamage Recovering 
Chicago, April 8. 
Arthur Clamage, Irons and Clam- 
age, burlesque, recuperating at 
Mayo brothers clinic, Rochester, 
Minn., following an operation for 
goitre. 


“Sweeties” Starts 
Al Singer’s new Mutual show, 
“Sweet Sweeties,” opened a Mutual 


tour Sunday in the Orpheum, Pat- 
erson, N. J. 


formula for revue. 


Stage Hands Under Scale 
Ordered Out of Show 


Orders went out from the stage- 
hands headquarters last week to the 
Kitty Madison burlesque show at 
the Columbia, New York, to yank 
out the traveling stage crew and 
replace it with a new one. This 
order was signed by President Wil- 
liam F. Canavan of the Alliance 
upon proof that three stage hands, 
property man, carpenter and elec- 
trician, had been working under the 
scale without the approval of the 
A. 

It appears the trio in question 
had permitted the regulation weekly 
wage of $95 to be shaved on an 
agreement with the show. 

The new crew goes in with I. A. 
slips and at the road scale. The 
status of the men taken off is up 
to the executive board of the I. A. 


GRAND RAPIDS’ CRUSADE 


Women’s Clubs Want Mutual Shows 
Suppressed at Orpheum 


Grand Rapids, April 3. 

Women’s clubs of the city are 
resolved to put the Orpheum, play- 
ing Mutual burlesque, in the dark. 
They have asked the prosecuting 
attorney to irfvestigate, with the 
idea of closing the house or clean- 
ing up the shows. 

The theatre has the girls wearing 
everything but their fur coats now, 
‘but the local ladies are not sat- 
isfied. 

Orpheum has never used the 
name burlesque, calling the attrac- 
tions traveling musical comedies. 

It's the first time burlesque has 
played the village in years and the 
reformers are on its trail hard. 


Stock at Brooklyn Casino 


The Casino, Brooklyn, which 
closed last week, will reopen in two 
weeks with stock burlesque for 
summer policy. 

Up to closing the Casino had 
been playing Mutual Wheel shows. 
Columbia lease expires soon and 
commercial building will replace it. 
Property sold recently for $600,000 
and later resold at a profit. 


Burlesque Routes 


— 


. 


Week of April 2 and April 9 

Bare Facts—Gayety, Minneapolis; 9, Gay- 
ety, Milwaukee. ° 

Band Box Revue—H. & 8. 12%th St.; 9, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Bathing Beauties — Mutual, Indianapolis; 
9, Garrick, St. Louis. : 

Be Happy—Academy, Pittsburgh; 9, Lyric, 
Dayton. 

Bowery Burlesquers—Gayety, 
9, Haymarket, Chicago. 

» Bright Eyes — Garrick, Des Moines; &%, 
Gayety, Minneapolis. 

Broadway Scandals—Empire, Brooklyn; 9, 
Columbia, N. Y. C. 

Carrie Finnell — Empress, Cincinnati; 9, 
Gayety, Louisville. 

Dimpled Darling—Gayety, Louisville; 9, 
Mutual, Indianapolis. 

Dixon's Big Revue—Gayety, Kansas City; 
9, Gayety, Omaha. 

Follies of Pleasure—2-4, Majestic, Albany; 
5-7, Colonial, Utica; 9, Gayety, Montreal. 

French Models—Gayety, Omaha; 9, Gar- 
rick, Des Moines. 

Frivolities of 1928—Garrick, St. Louis; 9, 
Gayety, Kansas City. 

Ginger Girls—Hudson, Union City; 9, Gay- 
ety, Scranton 

Girls from Happyland—Haymarket, Chi- 
cago; 9, Empress, Chicago. 

Girls from the Follies—Cadillac, Detroit; 
9, Empire, Toledo, 

Girls of the U. 3. A.—Columbia, Cleve- 
land; 9, Lyceum, Canton. 

Happy Hours—Gayety, Brooklyn; 9, Hud- 
son, Union City. 

Hello Paree—Gayety, Wilkes-Barre; 9, H. 
& S. 12th St., N. Y.-C. 

High Flyers—L. O.; 9-10, Geneva; 11-12, 
Oswego; 13-14, Schenectady. 

Hollywood Scandals—Empire, Toledo; 9, 
Columbia, Cleveland. 

Jazztime Revue—Lyric, Newark; 9, Star, 
Brooklyn 

Laffin’ Thru—Gayety, Montreal; 9, Gayety, 
Boston. 

Land of Joy—Gayety, Boston; 9, Empire, 
Providence. 

Lid Lifters—Columbia, N. Y. C.; 9, L. O. 

Merry Whirl — Gayety, Washington; 9, 
Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Moonlight Maids—Gayety, 
Lyric, Newark. 

Naughty Nifties—2-3, Geneva; 4-5, Oswe- 
go; 6-7, Schenectady; 9-11, Majestic, Al- 
bany; 12-14, Colonial, Utica, 

Nite Hawks—State, Springfield; 9, Or- 
pheum, Paterson. 

Nite Life in Paris—Star, Brooklyn; 9, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Flappers — Gayety, Buffalo; 9, 
. 

Pretty Babies—Lyric, Dayton; 9, Empress, 
Cincinnati. 

Puss Puss—Grand, Akron; 9, Gayety, Buf- 
falo. 

Record Breakers — Empress, Chicago; 9, 
Orpheum, Grand Rapids. 

Red Hots—2-4, L. O.; 5-7, Jacques, Wa- 
terbury; 9, State, Springfield. : 

Saratoga Chips—L. O.; 9, Howard, Boston. 

Social Maids—Howard, Boston; 9-12, L. 
O.; 18-15, Jacques, Waterbury. 

Speed Girls—Gayety, Baltimore; 9, Gayety, 
Washington. 

Sporty Widows—Gayety, Scranton; 9, Em- 
pire, Brooklyn. 

Lively Girls—Empire, Providence; 9, 


L. O. 

Stolen Sweets—Orpheum, Grand Rapids; 9, 
Cadillac, Detroit. 

Sugar Babies—Lyceum, Canton; 9, Grand, 
Akron. 

Sweet Sweeties — Orpheum, Paterson; 9, 
Gayety, Scranton. 

Temptera — Trocadero, Philadelphia; 9, 


Milwaukee; 


Rochester; 9, 


Gayety, Baltimore, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Burlesque placements by the Milt 
Schuster Chicago office include: Bee 
Cunningham, Kay Johnson, Dolores 
Worth, Brown, Betty 


Lambert and Ethelda Williams to] 


the Star and. Garter, .Chicago; 


Hddie Bruce, Bonnie Alan, Boots 
Rowles, Viola’ Allan; Reinhart and 
Axton, Grace Watson, Gretchen 


DeHaven and Alice Darling to the 
Lawndale Burlesque, Chicago; 
Peaches LeDue, Jane Oliver, Ruth 
Eersell, Mildred Keuhle and Babe 
Bayer to the Star Burlesque, Chi- 
cago; George Lewis and Bert Rose 
to the Loop theatre, Detroit. 


United in Waterbury 


Jacques, Waterbury, Conn., 
switched from its former vaudefilm 
policy to burlesque this week, play- 
ing Mutual shows with “Red Hot" 
as opener. 


Burlesque Changes 


Jack Montague, Golden Melody 
Four, out; Bevo Barrett, Freeman 


and Burt, Mita Camenio, Charles 
Lané, Bobby Ryan in Palace, De- 
troit. 


FOLLY, BALTO, BURNED 
Baltimore,, April 3. 

Folly, old Monumental, ‘was de- 
stroyed by fire March 28. 

In later years “the house became 
the property of Hans Nichols, pres- 
ent owner of the Gayety, Mutual 
Wheel house here. 


JACQUES TRYING AGAIN 
Danbury, Conn., April 3. 
Jacques theatre, Waterbury, is to 
open with Mutual burlesque on 
Thursday. 
Split week and if satisfactory 
house may be made week stand. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Ben Holtzman (Holtzman and 
Dorfman) after a serious illness, is 
out, 

Isabelle Coffman (Coffman and 
Carroll) recovering from. recent 
operation in French Hospital, New 
York. 

H. H. Sanger, general agent, 
Beckman-Gerrity shows, conva- 
lescing at the American Hospital, 
Chicago. 

Zelsra Fontaine, aerialiste, is ill in 
the tubercular ward,: County hos- 
pital, Chicago. 

Maynard Vinegenard, road “Fol- 
lies,” stricken ill in a trolley car at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., is at the St. 
Francis hospital. 

Flo Bennett (Cunningham and 
Bennett) returned to the act at the 
Oriental last week after out the 
previous week in Hamilton. She 
suffered a severely injured knee in 
Toronto a short time ago, necessi- 
tating an operation. 

Ferdie Mayer, Simon Chicago 
agency, is convalescing at home, In- 
fluenza,. 

Tom Maloney, assistant treasurer, 
Selwyn theatre, Chicago, recovery, 
pneumonia, 

Sue Brust, employed in the Para- 
mount press department, under op- 
eration for appendicitis in Crotona 
Park hospital, Bronx. 

Neil Kingsley, of “The Sun” dra- 
matic uepartment, in hospital for 
operation on the throat, 

Maurice F. Barr, at the Baptist 
Hospital, New Orleans, recovering 
from an operation. Mr. Barr is su- 
pervising manager of al! the 
Saenger theatres. 

Buster West collapsed Monday 
on the stage of Fox's Philadelphia. 

Johnny Heinzman, music man, is 
out of Bellevue after four weeks. 
While there he underwent an op- 
eration, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Joe (Eunice) Kayser, 
at Lakeview hospital, Chicago, Feb. 
10, son. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Behymer, 
March 29, at Los Angeles, son 
Father is the son of L. E. Behyiner. 
Los Angeles impresario, and him- 
self associated in the same business. 


HOUSES OPENING 


The proposed presentation policy 
is out for the Oratania, Hacken- 
sack, N. J. Stanley-Fabian house 
will continue with straight pictures 
So aS not to conflict with the Lyric, 
also S-F, playing a vaude film 
policy with acts booked through 
K-A-O. 

Capitol chosen as name for the 
new Blank-Publix house in Cedar 


Rapids, Ia, Due to open in June. | vision, 


CANAVAN MAY RETIRE 
AS I. A. PRESIDENT 
Won't Ro-slection—te 


Tired and Wants to Go 
Back Home 


When the stagehands and oper- 
ators assemble in convention in the 
Moose Hall, Detroit, June 4, it wilt 
mark the last appearance of Wil- 
liam F. Canavan as president, 


Although Canavan is dead certain 
of re-election, it is established he 
will not be a candidate for the of- 
fice again under any consideration, 
After 17 years of service Canavan is 
going to retire from office. He is tired 
and wants to step out so that he can 
build up his health back home in 
St. Louis. 


Canavan, former operator and 
business agent of the St. Louis lo- 
cal of operators (143), quit his home 
town to take the reins of the I. A. 
at a time when it was in the throes 
of an internal upset. That resulted 
in the retirement of Charles Shea 
and the insistence of the Alliance 
that Canavan assume tne presi- 
dency. He was then first vice- 
president, an office he had held for 
11 years. 


Canavan has been the I. A. presi- 
dent for four years and in that time 
has seen the Alliance placed on its 
greatest financial footing. Its mem- 
bership, while kept at the minimum, 
now numbers close to 25,000. 

Who will succeed Canavan is a 
matter of conjecture. One of the 
likely candidates is Fred J. Demp- 
sey, first vice-president, mentioned 
favorably through his prior official 
connection. Dempsey for 11 years 
has served as recording secretary 
and business agent of the Boston 
local (No. 11). 


Boston, April 3. 


Signs point to the re-election of 
James J. O’Brien as president of 
the Boston stagehands’ local, No. 
11, April 15. There appears to be 
no opposition to the return of Wil- 
liam N. Meagher as vice-president, 
and the election of Fred J. Dempsey 
to his old post as recording secre- 
tary and business agent will be 
unanimous. 

Out of 10 candidates as delegates 
to the I. A. convention in Detroit 
in June, only four will be elected. 


MARRIAGES 


Kathryn Black and Charles H, 
Denman in Chicago recently. The 
bride is a dancer with Carroll's 
“Vanities”; bridegroom screen actor, 
now with a Canadian film com- 
pany. 

Helen Beatrice Fromer and Wil- 
liam Lucius Olsted in Wichita 
Falls, Tex. Bride is a musician and 
composer. 

Mary E. Connolly, 23, in “My 
Maryland,” to John R. Edmonds, 
stage director of that show, March 


30, in the Municipal Chapel, New 
York. 

(Continued from page 1) 
the showmer attending, promises 


to exceed anything ever attempted 
with production activities in the 
entertainment field becoming nec- 
essary and on a scale too vast to be 
calculated in advance. 

Despite the general impression 
that the commercial possibilities of 
Television are visionary and hardly 
to be figured so far in advance, it 
seems that some showmen antic- 
ipate the perfection of the machine 
soon enough to get it on the show 
end to as great an extent as 
possible. 

It is believed that Television 
equipment may be ready shortly but 
will not be placed on the market 
on account of the radio equipment 
on hand, representing an outlay of 
millions of dollars, which must 
first be disposed of. The placing of 
a new machine on the market would, 
it is felt, cut the value of radio 
equipment, 

Interested in the development of 
Televisivur. will be the Radio Cor- 
poration of America and Genera! 
Kleectric, with whom are affiliated 
on the show end, FBO Ppi@tures 
Corporation, Pathe, and Keith-Alt- 
bee-Orpheum, The combination 
will probably include the Americar 
Telephone and Telegraph. 

It is reported the K-A end may‘ 


handle the distribution of Tele- 
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Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS 


PALACE 
(St. Vaud) 


Complete capacity downstairs 
night at the Keith-Albee 
Orpheum straight vaudeville house. 
A party helped, but there were 
enough names outside to have done 
it in the old days. That’s tough, 
ringing in the old days, but how it 


fits! 
This week was to have seen an all-. 


girl bill at the Palace. That scheme 
went blooey when someone discov- 
ered there weren’t enough all girls 
around loose to make up what 
ghould be a Palace show, so they 


commenced to slip in the men, start- 

ing with holding over James Barton 

for his third week. Then Lupino 

Lane was added, and they, with 

Nance O’Neil and Trixie Friganza, 

comprised the quartet of well 

owns. 

“oo on the bill got just as 
much on the stage, excepting Miss 
Friganza’s applause in the next-to- 
closing spot. Trix landed that Mon- 
day night when Lane was shunted 
from there to No. 3. In the after- 
| noon he had to follow Barton, who 
closed the first half, and with the 
material Lane brought along this 
trip he couldn't do it, although get- 
ting by fairly at night in the earlier 
position. 

Miss Friganza is billing her com- 
edy turn, “My Bag o’ Tricks,” as by 
Neville Fleeson. She is using two 
of Harry Breen’s songs, and much 
of her talk is also Breen-made, As 
a break for Breen and in justice to 
Fleeson, Miss Friganza should bill 
her material properly or not at all. 
That she paid Breen outright for the 
two songs doesn’t enter into this. 
In her spot at 11 Trix ran away. 

A newcomer and leaving a high 
impression were the “Parisian Red- 
heads” (New Acts), a inusical girl 
band that had to cut out the comedy 
in the turn before opening at the 
Palace. That’s fine, cutting out 
comedy. The Palace d esn’t need 
it any more. This girl band of red- 
heads can play, and would fit in as 
well in pictures. In fact, Monday 
the picture house agents around the 
Palace went into a panic over the 
turn, although “The Parisian Red- 
heads” have been playing in the big 
houses outside of New York for a 
3 year or more. 

z “The Lily” was repeated by Miss 
O'Neil, to the entertainment of the 
audience, while Barton also got his 
reward, stretching out his act in 

; whiteface and the street front door 

2 to around 30 minutes. During it he 

4 gang that actor-proof and corking 
new ballad, “Laugh, Clown, Laugh.” 

Jane and Katherine Lee, grown 
up, are doing a two-act of their own, 
with a suggestion of the Duncans 
in it. The Lees crossfire, sing, dance 
and play mandolins. They have 
grown up to good-looking girls and, 
opening the second part, did very 
nicely. 

Bill at the Palace this week, fig- 
uring the cut salaries, is running to 
$9,000 in total cost. 

Lupino Lane got more on his falls 
than on his song material. Lane is 
working “straight,” sans the eccen- 
tric make-up he had in the 1925 
“Follies.” 

Hileen and Marjorie, the girl tum- 
blers, were a fast entry No. 2, the 
short, stock “sister’ getting the 
most with her eccentric acrobatics. 

The Del Ortos (New Acts) opened 
the show. 


— 


STATE 
(Vaudfilm) 


| Even trend of business and the 
éven quality of shows at this com- 
bination coliseum makes comment, 
from a trade reviewer's standpoint, 
a little difficult. Almost any Loew 
bill holds one or more acts that for- 
merly played for K-A-O in the days 
when it was written Keith’s, so 
there isn’t anything novel in the 
resence of that reliable headliner, 
erb Williams. 

Williams, himself something of a 
; historian of vaudeville, as attested 
| by his interesting and significant 
! series of old time bills, can probably 
write his own epigram on the sub- 
ject of former Keith acts playing 
for Loew. For years Williams was 
one of the standard show-halters for 
K-A-O. He’s still air-braking act 
lineups, but not at the old stand. 

ere are probably some of the 
younger. K-A-O bookers who would 
8woon if somebody mentioned Wil- 
lNams’ Salary. That about tells the 
story. 

Casey and Warren, third at the 
State, are also ex-employees of K- 
A-O. Marion Wilkens (New Acts), 
with three boys in attendance, 
Opened the vaude section. Jean 
Jolson followed with songs, mostly 
om the shops along 46th street. 
She is Singing “Laugh, Clown, 
Lauch,” three weeks old, and already 
in danger of being done to death. It 
looks like an emotional spring for 
the ballad singers if “Clown” starts 
a cycle, which is not unlikely. 

Carnival of Venice” (New Acts) 
1s a type of flash to which Jake 
Lubin has long been partial. Title 
is self-explanatory. Not a little ar- 
tistry and showmanship has been 
Nvested in the turn, although it is 
questionable whether mentioning 
three of the boys as being sons of 
Mme. Donatello is so good. Better 
to let the audience keep its illusions. 

‘The Encmy” (M-G) on the screen 
and biz good. Land. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 


A better line up of names and 
Standards on the current week’s 
show than the house has had in 
time. Looks like they’re 
plunging a bit to salvage the up- 
town neighborhood from the pro- 
posed grind policy. 

Business helped by large theatre 
party Monday night which with 
stragglers made the house a prac- 
tical sell out. 

Milt Dell and Sister, opened with 
rope spinning and dancing which 
got over nicely, making way for 
Kaye and Sayre, male hoofing team, 
adequate candidates for deuce with 
corking good dance routine, 

Nancy Gibbs was another score 
in a tabloid musical “Dear Little 
Rebel,” with eight male harmonists. 
Miss Gibbs is an attractive prima 
and scored immeasurably in her 
numbers. Miss Gibb’s crinoline and 
the boys army outfits provided 
adequate dressing, which flanked by 
story, some comedy and _ several 
harmonious numbers sets it for 
vaudeville, 

Mel Klee, cork comic, clowned his 
way through his unusual line of 
comedy gibberage, spotted several 
songs and won the mob. 

Ella Shields, English comedienne, 
was another wallop with her “Bur- 
lington Bertie” and other character 
numbers, all in male attire and 
packing plenty of comedy. 

Paul Morton and Billie Stout 
grabbed their share of hit honors 
with chatter, songs and dances 
(New Acts). 

Elliott Dexter, from films and 
headlined here, was also one of the 
big hits (New Acts). 

Bert Gordon, however, was the 
comedy mop up kid in next to shut, 
assisted by Vern Kingston. Gor- 
don’s repressed delivery panicked 
them from the walk-on. Bert could 
be on there yet if he so desired. 

Fantino Sisters and Co. closed 
and held them in with their aerial 
revue, dancing on the wire. Edba. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 


An off week on heavy “names,” 
but a solid vaudeville bill, strong on 
comedy values and a nicely blended 
variety program. Two new turns 
are Jack Kneeland and Orchestra, 
which is headlined, and Billy Day 
(New Acts), confidential songster 
and piano player with radio and 
disk reputation. Rest are standards 
and surefire, 

Billy Dove as star of “Heart of a 
Follies Girl” (F. N.), fair program 
stuff for 14th street, even if hooey 
for the Broadway de luxes. In ad- 
dition some great stuff in Movietone, 
including an airplane chase of Lind- 
bergh over Washington, with the 
roar of the motors and straight- 
down views of Capitol and Wash- 
ington monument. Prince Carol of 
Roumania, in address, promising to 
visit U. S. again, is another figure 
in the public eye. Plenty of other 
good topical material with excellent 
sound effects to impress with the 
talker device. 

Raymond and Geneva, man and 
woman, with novelty juggling, open. 
Man performs such stunts as play- 
ing the piano while doing a head- 
stand on the instrument; doing pa- 
per tearing while balancing a burn- 
ing paper cone. This sort of thing 
always gets the small timers and 
explains why a dime museum can 
prosper on 42d street. Man is a 
first-rate juggler, but it is the freak 
things that gain attention. 

Billy Day was too quiet a turn for 
No. 2, and the crowd wag restless 
during most of his 11 minutes. Jack 
Kneeland and his jazzists were well 
spotted for effect. Show had been 
quiet, and this lively group of syn- 
copators stirred them up. 

Position also was pie for Billy 
Hibbitt and Marie Hartman, whose 
vigorous comedy style is at home in 
the Academy type of house. Marie’s 
clowning is sure fire, well paced and 
well sustained. Her alternate quar- 
reling and weeping wife is ~ classic 
of low comedy, and her singing of 
“Peanuts” is classic. The strong 
laughing spot of the program, and 
placed where it would do most good, 
No. 4. 

Lillian Roth doubles at the Little 
Club. Why that should qualify her 
for applause on her entrance doesn’t 
appear on the surface. but that’s the 
funny fact. This girl has plenty of 
energy in delivery of snappy songs, 
although she works without any 
appearance of effort. Wore plainest 
of dresses, which is shrewd judg- 
ment here. Yvette Guilbert, who 
handled indelicate lyrics as they 
never have been done before or 
since, wore dul] satin, demure frocks, 
which sharpened the sophistication 
of the songs. But Miss Roth really 
shouldn’t do a dramatic reciation of 
“Four Walls.” It isn't done in that 
type of routine and can safely be 
left to the burlesque prima donnas 
who insist upon acting. 

“Flashes of Art” has a dozen peo- 
ple, a scenic flash and a couple of 
fairly good dancing numbers by two 
women and a man. It is the high- 
class singing of the six mixed voices 
that really builds the turn, and at 
this house, where good light opera 
fragments are always liked, it was 
an applause rict. 

Next to closing, Art Frank and 
Ann Woods were the laughing up- 
roar. Frank has his old-man char- 
acter smeothed down and worked in 


perfectly, and even after 10 years 
it stil) never wearies. Girl ie a gin- 


“PARISIAN RED HEADS” (14) 
Girl and Band Entertainers 

21 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 

This girl band has been around 
in picture houses, and vaudeville, 
and is probably new in the east al- 
though some of the personnel is 
recognized as from The Ingenues. 

In keeping with the billing, the 
hirsute adornment of the aggrega- 
tion is all to the titian, either natu- 
ral or artificial, several of the wigs 
being the tip-off on the Hepner 
camouflage. The au naturel femmes 
feature bobs. 

The act is billed “America’s 
Greatest Girl Band.” Even if a 
bit ambitious, it certainly is a great 
act for anybody’s entertainment. 

It is obvious how effective must 
have been the impression of the 
girls in the picture houses. The 
turn is cannily paced and routined. 
Bobbie Grice at the helm is more 
effective as an energetic baton 
wielder than as a bona fide con- 
ductor. The manner in which she 
recklessly manipulates that stick 
defies musicianly following, but for 
mass appeal it serves its purpose, 
although Miss Grice is inclined to 
ostentation in her manner of step- 
Ping and cavorting. Seemingly in- 
structed to get hot and stay hot at 
the helm, she could be toned down 
just a trifle and coached on a 
stricter tempo adherence (which 
in itself would solve the problem) 
all to better advantage. 

Not billed individually here, the 
instrumentalists merit solo distinc- 
tion in view of their versatility and 
expertness. The pianiste, for in- 
stance, vocal solos “Charmaine.” 
That first reed and brass is hotsy- 
totsy; ditto, the banjo-ukest. One 
of the violins doubles harp for the 
waltz song solo. 

Opening with pourri, 
“Change’s’ was a hot interlude with 
vocal trio arrangement. “Rhapso- 
die in Blue,” with Paul Whiteman’s 
name mentioned, was passably done 
by the girls and, considering its am- 
bitiousness and general impressive- 
ness, is a high-light. “St. Louis 
Blues” was a wow number, in which 
Miss Grice, who had been stepping 
intermittently, again did a trut. 

The costume is striking, the girls 
having bars and notes embroidered 
along the hem, with their instru- 
ments embossed on the front. 

The act can play vaude, pictures, 
or anywhere, and would be a panic 
in a Broadway musical, both for its 
music and all-girl novelty. Abel. 


MARION WILKENS CO. (3) 
Dance Revue 

12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State (V-P) 

Neatly dressed and mounted re- 
vue without special distinction, but 
okay as an opener. Miss Wilkens’ 
dancing partner is Bland O’Connell. 
Harris Twins, male dancers, who 
also session at the piano, fill in the 
waits. 

Conventional routines. Finale, a 
military tap affair, needs building. 
O’Connell, carrying a drum-major’s 
silver stick, should learn how to use 
it or fake with it, or leave it out. 

Act is a fair example of small 
flash. Land. 


gery mite, a dancing demon, and 
stays in the front without trying for 
the spotlight. They did more than 
20 minutes and left them applaud- 
ing. 
Les Klicks, novelty puppet show, 
light closer. Novelty consists in 
using illuminated marionettes on an 
entirely black stage. Some of the 
figures are extremely lifelike, par- 
ticularly the futuristic frog dolls 
that engage in a boxing bout. Nov- 
elty nails attention at the start and 
act is over before it tires. 


AMERICAN ROOF 


(Vaudfilm) 


To all extents not an expensive 
show, but one that packed a lot 
more comedy than it looked like on 


paper, -It played that way, and the 
Roof audience got laffs in both 
halves. Business Monday night 


was very good. Show started with 
Golda, femme tightwire worker, who 
showed considerable agility on the 
strand despite her avoirdupois. Size 
and Shields (New Acts) were fol- 
lowed by Senna and Webster, who 
have been seen considerably, but 
continue to register - 

One of the laugh hits of the first 
half was Franklyn D’Amore Co., the 
burlesque ballet copping the most 
laughs. After intermission Frisch 
and Sadler came along with a quiet 
opening, slowly gained favor with 
songs, and closed with a hurrah 
when the man went to Al Smith for 
President. Helen Honan and Folks 
(New Acts) did nicely, dancing be- 
ing the big thing in the turn. Jock 
McKay mopped up, his Scotch reg- 
istering, but nothing compared with 
the dame bit for an encore. The 
Zieglers closed with a hand-balanc- 
ing act that has several effective 
tricks. On the screen, “The Smart 


Sei” (M-G). Mark. 


VARIETY 


ELLIOTT DEXTER 
Songs and Bits 

15 Mins.; One and Three (Special) 
Riverside (St. V.). 

Elliott Dexter has seemingly 
worked a process of elimination in 
his latest vaude excursion while 
playing hookey from the cinema lots 
of Hollywood. He is going it alone, 
his first attempt at a single. It 
embraces scenes from some of his 
former screen triumphs with chatter 
in prolog and epilog and with the 
dramatic wallops going over big. 

A screen trailer enlisting the nu- 
merous features in which the actor 
has appeared in flashed on for intro- 
ductory. Dexter next contributes 
a scene from “Something to Think 
About,” his best opportunity. It fs 
worked up for a wallop. For a closer 
he does “Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” 
also carrying a potent dramatic 
wallop and carries him away to 
heavy applause. 

Mr. Dexter’s present routine is 
better than any of his previous 
vaude efforts and packs what audi- 
ences will want from a screen star 
in personal appearances. Edba. 


WILSON and DOBSON 
Comedy Talk 

11 Mins,; One (Special) 
5th Ave. 

Mixed team has a thought based 
upon an old idea but minus the 
snap dialog to see it through. Verbal 
delivery of both is faulty, despite 
their being off stage throughout 
most of the act. 

Framework is constructed around 
the gag of watching a couple retire 
by following the lights in the va- 
rious cottage rooms. Special drop 
takes care of this, couple entranc- 
ing on a family argument about 
dancing. Finally go in house, and 
the trouble starts. Baby yells, 
radiator pipes knock, cat isn’t put 
out, ete. Lights in the windows 
mark the action with a dummy’s 
shadow rushing downstairs. the 
act’s top laugh. Gags are not really 
there at any time, especially at the 
opening and for an encore that’s 
without reason. 

Reconstructed on the talk, the act 
should have a chance for real 
laughs and from the novelty angle 
of principals being off stage. Both 
are currently so afraid of being 
misunderstood from behind the drop 
that their diction is painfully plain. 
Placed third here and did lightly, 
but the possibilities should be an 
incentive. Bid. 


UPHAM and WHITNEY REVUE 
Dancing and Songs 

17 Mins.; One, Two, Full (Special) 
5th Ave. (V-P). 

Just another hoofing revue of 
four femme choristers and three 
principals, two of the latter boys. 
Opens on a dancing wedding, after 
which the chorines return in tango 
costume and go into military taps. 
Name couple’s main contribution is 
toe work by the girl, which isn’t 
bad. Partner is dormant and doesn’t 
overly assert his presence at any 
time. Second boy slips in for some 
acrobatic stepping that gets atten- 
tion. 

A “Varsity Drag” finish, the song, 
etc., tops off fairly. Mixed couple 
work inside a pair of exaggerated 
collegiate trousers for this bit. 
Scenic value is in drapes and not 
unusual for this type of entertain- 
ment. Four choristers are careful 
of their blood pressure and fail to 
over exert themselves. Routines 
ordinary. Bid. 


HELEN HONAN and FOLKS 
Songs, Talk and Dances 

20 Mins.; Full 

American (V-P) 

Helen Honan, her dad and mother 

form this act, the girl standing out 
for her dancing. She opens with 
a song and dance and then intro- 
duces the parents as they appeared 
in a turn 18 years ago. They do 
one of those old-fashioned, long- 
winded, fast tempo numbers attired 
as in other years. Miss Honan 
comes hack for a nifty display of 
tap, then again brings on her folks 
as they appear today. 
For the finish the girl and her 
pop reel off all kinds of dances. 
For an encore she does Chaplin do- 
ing the Varsity Drag. Girl does an 
excellent Chaplin impersonation. A 
nice clean act. Mark. 


BURKE and DUREE (2) 
Accordionists 

10 Mins.; One i 

Englewood, Chicago (V-P) 

A man and girl in Italian cos- 
tumes, playing classics and jazz 
moderately well on accordions. Act 
doesn’t impress but may get along 
in Association houses. 

For his solo the man does a tap 
routine; for hers, the girl whangs 
a ballad. Both are fair. Used es 
an opener here. 


PAUL MORTON and BILLIE 

STOUT 
Talk, Songs and Dances 
15 Mins.; One (Special) 
Riverside (St. Vaude) 

(Miss) Billie Stout is temporarily 
replacing Naomi Glass (Mrs. More- 
ton) as partner of Paul Morton, 
Neither is new to vaudeville save 
for the recent combine. 

The act looks like a pot-pouri of 
previous scenes and chatter, em- 
pisyed before by Morton and Glass 
but as effectual as ever by the new 
combo. 
Morton's cross-fire based along 
lines of the matrimonial chump 
clicked as well as ever for laughs, 
with Miss Stout making an eye- 
filling foil, there also in vocals and 
footwork. 

The present layout is good fun 
and can. get over anywhere. 


“CARNIVAL OF VENICE” (7) 

Revue 
18 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
State (V-P) 
Mme. Donatello, three sons, Signor 
Pietro, and a couple of miscel- 
laneous musicians, forming a flash 
act outwardly conventional in its 
type but revealing several high- 
lights and a general average of en- 
tertainment. Here and there a little 
judicious cutting would help, but as 
a whole the act can stand. 
Signor Pietro is announced as the 
only player in America of a shep- 
herd's pipe, a difficult instrument 
for which it is impossible to write 
music. That’s a showmanly point 
of interest. One of the boys con- 
tributes some slow motion legmania 
that is unique and probably his 
own development. It creates a weird 
effect and on it alone the youngster 
might have a chance in a produc- 
tion. 
Mme. Donatello’s specialty is a 
tambourine solo. That sounds blah 
but turns out to be extremely clever, 
her manipulation of the jingle drum 
being skillful and artistic. 
Act opens in one with a street 
scene in Venice, the mardi gras 
cut-ups dancing on and off. Those 
who have seen Shakespeare’s “Mer- 
chant of Venice” will recognize all 
these carnival acts and ideas as 
originating with the bard himeelf, 
A few moments of movies before 
the act jumps to full stage. The 
movies contain a glimpse of the 
water pageant in Venice and make 
the announcement about Mme. Do- 
natello, Signor Pietro and _ the 
younger Donatellos. A girl dancer 
and harp player may be a daughter, 
Neat musical flash all the way. 
Land, 


DICK and SOL FREED 
Dancing 

8 Mins.; One 

American (V-P.). 

One case in 100 where a pair of 
acrobats seem to have worked out 
a dancing routine that gets over. 
Two boys surge out in one and 
burst into song, pretty terrible, 
Then they go into taps and when 
the audience is about ready to razz 
they tear off a three-minute routine 
of acrobatic stepping blended with 
hand to hand balances and ground 
tumbling that is a whale. 
Now they dress’ absolutely 
straight. If they could devise a 
comedy getup and put some sort of 
comedy coloring into their introduc- 
tion they would have a dandy turn. 
Their sober opening is flat but with 
a comedy twist later on the stilted 
introduction could be used to plant 
a subsequent laugh. As is, they 
rate No. 2, but very little reshaping 
could turn it into a No. 4. Rush 
PAULO, PAQUITA and CHIKITA 
Dance and Song 
8 Mins.; Three 
Hippodrome (V-P) 
Outstanding member of this trio 
is the girl in the dancing team 
and routine should be built around 
to emphasize her as the feature. 
The songstress ia a time-killer 
only, registering feebly with weak 
pipes and unable to throw her voice 
beyond the 10th row. 
Hoofing routine common, but de- 
livered nicely and bright costuming 
helps send this offering across as 
an opened in this type of house. 
Appearance of the girl dancer helps 
largely. Mori. 


THE DEL ORTOS 
Spanish Dancers 

12 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 

Ernesta, Mingle and Jose Dei Orto 
comprise the Spanish song and 
dance frame-up billed as “Califor- 
nia’s foremost Spanish dancers,” 
which does not particularly flatter 
California. 
It’s an average fandango and cas- 
tanet combo, all male in sex, with 
the female impersonator astounding 
the house on his unwigging. That 
is the act’s chief distinction. 


They opened and did well. Abel 
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Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


PALLADIUM 


(LONDON) 
London, March 19. 

Official opening was scheduled for 
8:30, but at that hour the second 
feature picture, “The Rush Hour,” 
was half through. The show ended 
at 11:20, Sir Walter Gibbons follow- 
ing it with a supper party to cele- 
brate at the Kit-Kat Club. 

This opening is the first definite 
attempt here to emulate the Broad- 
way picture stage shows. Maybe it 
will work out smoother in a while, 
the opening night of what is vir- 
tually a new theatre being not quite 
a fair test of its future running. 
L. Castleton Knight, general man- 
ager of the Capitol, was responsible 
for the presentation, but needs more 
program variation to shake out a 
first-class bill. . 

Actually, the presentation per- 
formance opened around 9 p. m. with 
the Pathe Pictorial, news reel, na- 
ture study of plant li-e and several 
trailers on the new week's program 
at the Palladium and the current 
program at the Capitol. 

Tabs opened to De Groot in eve- 
ning dress playing “The Lost 
Chord” as a violin solo, organ ac- 
companied. De Groot stepped back 
to the rising tabs and his orchestra, 
billed as 100 performers, but could 
only count 50. Orchestra rattled out 
“Blue Heaven” in pretty nice style, 
and at close a double-deck glass 
illuminated platform rose on an ele- 
vator back-stage, bringing up Teddy 
Brown and his band. Another or- 
chestra act, fogged visually by a 
blue scrim, which didn’t affect the 
sound of the saxophones. 

Then Jan and Jeanette in a sort 
of qualified Apache dance which 
they call “Tropical Madness,” after 
which another dance act of the 
Mance type by Athol Tier. Both 
acts played for by Brown's Band. 

Now Brown comes right down 
stage, does a piece at the xylophone, 
accompanied by his band, then re- 
turns to the glass rostrum and plays 
a little more till the elevator de- 
scends with him and band. 

As a change, some more band, 
this time De Groot and orchestra 
with vocal chorus doing the ‘1812 
Overture.” That’s a long piece, 
even for musie fans, Fnd, in which 
chorus in Russian: garb is seen 


«< }through scrim as lights go full up, 


was repeated, and around 10 p. m. 
the feature picture (Fox), “A Girl 
in Every Port,” started. 

Nothing much seems to have been 
done to the house except putting in 
the projection room and the back- 
stage elevator. Usherettes and pro- 
gram girls wearing baggy orange 
pants and black velvet jackets, and 
crowned with Montmartre caps, are 
new since the vaude time, too. 

House full by 9 o’clock and may 
play to good business on its novelty 
in turning over to pictures this 
week, especially as top price is 70 
cents and bottom 10. But the pro- 
gram needs better balance and bet- 
ter “spotting” before the house will 
settle down to a feature in the West 
End show business. 


PARAMOUNT 


(Paul Whiteman—“Rainbow 
Rhapsody” Unit) 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 2. 
Opening a three weeks’ engage- 
ment at the Paramount on a lim- 
ited farewell Publix tour, prior to 
foreicn engagements, Paul White- 
man and orchestra impress them- 
selves forcibly as an American in- 
stitution, Meriting fostering and 


fathering by amusement moguls, 
because of its typical reflection of 
the contemporary keynote, White- 
man brings to the masses a type of 


music which he has been primarily 
responsible in developing and ad- 
vancing. 

As the ezar of jazz, Whiteman 
and his super-syncopators evidence 


anew their claim distinction. 
Their unique and truly extraordi- 
nary motivations of modern themes 
are brilliant tribute to the White- 
man technique; and that it is popu- 
larly recognized and appreciated is 
best unswered by the holiday-ish 
turnout Monday night of a week 
that is holy to both of the faiths 
that predominate in the metropolis. 


Changes” opened with a distine- 
tive voeal trio and sextet interlude. 
announcement of “Ramona” 
precipitated an expectant audience 
gasp that is a tribute either to 
Whiteian’s extraerdinary Victor 
recording or to his performance 
Thursday night on the Dodge hour. 
Looking summery in white Florida 
outfits, with a patio background, 
the waltz theme was perfectly set. 
“Shades of Blues,” announced by 
Whiteman as a musical reminis- 
cence, was a pot pourri of indigo- 
titled themes including the “Blue 
Danube Waltz,” “Birth of the 
Blues,” a snatch of the “Rhapsodie 
in Blue,” the “Waltz Bluette” (with 
violin quintet interlude), “Wabash 
Blues,” “Alice Blue Gown” (saxo- 
phone septet arrangement) and fin- 
ishing with “St. Louis Blues” cli- 
maxed by Mike Pingitore at the 
banjo, In itself a unique indigo- 
themed revue, it is worthy of be- 
coming a Whiteman trademark. 

In between, O'Hanlon and Zam- 
buni, comedy dance team, and Joe 
Penner, comedian, were individual 
highlights. Of the dancers, the man 
fs the Bobby Clark of clown step- 
pters, and Penner’s potentialities 
for production have long since been 
ballyhooed by this reviewer dating 


abl 
ile 


from the picture houses of a sea- 
son or two back. 

Considering tne $12,000 “nut” for 
the Whitemanites, the Cambria 
unit, “Rainbow Rhapsody,” is 
necessarily limited, although it 
makes quite a flash, everything 
considering. Amata Grassi, Span- 
ish dancer; the Tamaulipas Trouba- 
dours and the Lenora Dancers (10) 
round it out. This unit will take 
the customary route after this 
week. 

The Florence Vidor feature, 
“Doomsday” (Par) is necessarily a 
weak entry for obvious booking 
reasons. “Mission Bells,” a novelty 
Tiffany-Stahl color short subject, 
was the scenic whyfore of the or- 
chestral feature, conducted by 
Adolphe Dumont. 

Following the newsreel, Sigmund 
Krumgold, at the Wurlitzer console, 


clicked extraordinarily well. His 
skill commanded acknowledgement 
of generous proportions. Krumgold 


opened with Zamecznik’'s “Polly,” a 
piano novelty of the “Nola” school, 
followed by a few bars of Mary 
Earl's “Beautiful Ohio” as prelude 
to Walter Donaldson’s rhythmie “My 
Ohio Home.” Friml’s “Indian Love” 
and the classic Tschaikowski 
“Marche Slave” closed in that se- 
quence, the Russian’s martial com- 
position pitching toa rousing climax. 
Abel. 


CAPITOL 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, March 26. 
One year ago this theatre was 
making more money than any other 
house on the south side. 
Today it’s not making any. 


Deteriorating stage shows, mis- 
cellaneous succession of inferior 


stageband leaders, and more to be 
had for your money elsewhere, 


Monday night a small group of 
customers huddled in the center 
section of the prettiest theatre in 
town. Overhead a series of arti- 
ficial clouds wafted gently across 
an artificial sky. Tiny stars blinked 
in perfect mechanical succession. 
Fountains spurted cylindrical 
streams of water with never a 
waver, and gleaming statuary stood 
about in unabashed nakedness born 
of Grecian confidence. 

The picture was “One Mad 
Hour,” First National's version of 
Mme. Glyn’s sex lore. It reeked 
and customers snorted continuous- 


ly. Sympathetic chuckles when the 
heroine sailed over a cliff after 
reading a sign saying the wages 


of sin is just that. 

After an interval allowed for 
contemplation, Caesar Linden led 
the pit orchestra in a collection of 
songs having the word “moonlight” 
in their titles. At one point six 
chorines in long robes turned right 
and then left, and kept doing it, 
while another gal did the splits and 


things. 
M-G-M’'s “40,000 Miles With 
Lindbergh” was started, but cut 


even before Lindbergh was reached. 
Vitaphone recording of Earl Burt- 
nett’s orchestra wus not in union 
with the picturization, and it also 
was jerked, because the customers 
were singing a rhapsody in boo. 

A little later Vitaphone subject 
tried again, with better results. 

Transferring. from pit to stage, 
the orchestra whanged into “Tulip 
Time,” a presentatiun set in Dutch 
scenics of windmtlls and_ tulips. 
Three acts were use¢—Milton Wat- 
son, Eva Mandell, and Curry and 
Alexander, 

As an opener, etght ballet girls 
worked a mild routines in Dutch 


costume. Then a band number, led 
by Caesar Linden, who will be aired 
shortly when Dell Lampe is given 
the berth. It’s no mystery. 
Charles Curry came on without 
his girl partner and tapped capably, 
but without distinetion. He was 
followed by the eignt ballet girls in 


boy-and-girl Dutch number, 
moderately good. The morgue at- 
mosphere lifted when Milton Wat- 


son, local favorite, sang three pops. 
Watson previously has aiwavs 
worked in B. & K. houses, and this 
opposition appearance indicates 
trouble. 

As a fill-in, six musicians donned 
comedy costume and imitated a 
German band, with pretty good re- 
sults. Charles Curry reappeared 
an eccentric dance routine, which 
was fair. 

The closing act, 


Eva Mandell, {ts 


recently from vaudeville. She’s a 
plump singing comedienne and 
looks okay for the new field. Most 


of her material is special and has 
to do with her excess bagrage. 
Closing brought everybody on 
stage, with the windmills turning 
and the band batting out loud notes. 
This presentation offered no in- 
ducement for repeats. Tt was en- 
tirely devoid of elass and with few 


exceptions was very quietly re- 
celved, 
Movietone newsreel completed. 


Loop. 


Ray Walker, who has used the 
billing of Radiolians for his orches- 
tra in cafes, vaudeville and on the 
air, complains to WMCA that their 
use of the same name for a Tuesday 
night band is an infringement. 
Walker avers that he had two club 
dates cancelled on him because of 
the inferior WMCA’s Radiolians 
who were caught on the air. 


with his partner, Miss Alexander, in | 


GRANADA 
(SAN FRANCISCO) 
San Francisco, March 20. 
Lots of new stuff at the Granada, 
including several novelties (at least 
for hereabouts) that ought to pan 
out fairly well, First they're giving 
Andrea Setaro, the regular house 
conductor, an opportunity to display 
his ability as a leader by having 
him direct the opening overture in 


the pit. Setaro handles the baton 
in musicianly fashion and _ gets 
everything out of the band. Next 


in order was a Tiffany color classic, 
“Souvenirs,” on the screen, after 
which they introduced the singing 
school to Market street, conducted 
by Glen Goff, organist. 

Comedy slides first called atten- 
tion to Goff’s desire to have the cus- 
tomers sing the various songs on 
the screen. A number of pop airs, 
with the crowd slow to get started 
but gaining momentum. The racket 
hasn't been worked out here very 
much, and may catch on, though it's 
a question with the Granada regu- 
lars. 

Stage show is ‘Russian Revels,” 
Jack Partington Publix production. 
Partington formerly staged the 
Granada shows before West Coast 
took over house operation nearly a 
year ago. For his initial Publix 
coast unit he has secured the Berk- 
offs—Louis and Frieda—and _ the 
Berkoff Girls (8) as a background. 
Staging is somewhat pretentious— 
at least it’s a big flash and well 
dressed. The revue ran 43 minutes 
at the opener today, but will be cut 
down, as it was draggy in spots. 
Some good talent and some not so 
forte. Opening reveals most of com- 
pany in Russian peasant attire 
dancing, with three boys singing a 
medley of Russian folk songs. Then 
Stella Stepanoff and M, Vodney in a 
“toy soldier’ dance and song that 
was presumably Russ’ comedy. 
Owen Sweeten, stage band leader 
and m. of c., introduced, he sending 
band into “I Still Love You,” played 


ing out blue notes that clicked | 
handily, and then came back with a 
falsetto soprano worked up for 


some comedy with his partner. 

The girls appeared from pit, danc- 
ing way on stage. They showed 
eareful training and did difficult 
stuff. A Russian number by the} 
band (with Sweeten’s announce- 
ments handicapped by a cold, but 
serving). Bandboys put on gro- 
tesque face masks and sang part of 
the “Volga Boatman” number, which 
scored. Emerson and _ Baldwin, 
comedy jugglers and phony mavic, 
came within an ace of stopping as 
the opener, and that’s going some. 

Then the Berkoffs for some of 
their Russian stepping and a finale 
revealing Russ spires backstage and 
plenty of color, with everybody on. 
Speeded up a little ‘Russian Revels” 
should have no trouble here. Screen 
feature, “Circus Rookies,” with 
Paramount News to complete bill. 

Edwards. 


ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New-York, Apvil 2. 

As far as the stage is concerned 
this is probawly as cheap a fort- 
night as this production depart- 
ment has had. With “Jazz Singer’ 
(Warner's) in for two weeks, plus 
its Vitaphone hookup, everybody's 
taking a rest. Little coin expended 
and plenty coming in. Not a bad 
racket if the pictures are right. 

Starting the first night show just 
short of 7:30 the feature Was on 
by 8, the tipoff on how the boys 
laid out the schedule for Jolson. 
liouse staff satisfied to take a rest, 
too, as the lineup calls for a big 
program starting Saturday. 


Overture was a medley listed as 
“Al Jolson Hits.” Regardless of the 
authenticity, the orchestra gave it 
neat interpretation aided by a 
masked vocal chorus 
| somewhere beneath the sight line to 
i the musicians’ platform. 

Next was “Ramp Au 
| neat 
|has had. Backed by a gold cyc, un- 
| der white lights, a wooden platform 


ters were bare-legged, in short red 
topped by long’ green 
feathered plumes. For seven min- 
utes it was sightly besides unfold- 
ing neat action. 

News weekly followed, 11 mins.., 
with Paramount running away on 
four clips out of seven, Interna- 
tional had two and the incoming 
circus got a plug through M-G-M's 
shot of the entraining animals. 
Movietone was, as usual, thrice rep- 
resented. Transcontinental phone 
conversation pictured the A. T. & 
T. president on this end talking to 
Paris with the voices of a French- 
man and General Pershing respond- 
ing. It let the house hear Paris 
without worrying over the rate, had 
novelty and made an _ interesting 


dresses 


i plenty of 


Jazz.” as} 


bit. Horse show down south was 
just all right, but 'Tone is evidenc- 
ing a ‘Strong police dog tendency. 


More of 'em this week and they’ve 
been used too often to be fully ef- 
fective. 

“Kol Nidre” was the prolog. Well 
staged behind a scrim upon which 
the title of the picture did not flash. 
Dark scene holding just a lighted 
stained window at one side with 
spots picking out the supposed 
cantor on an altar. Vocal chorus 
could be dimly seen. Audience ap- 
parently liked it and appropriate 
enough, but house had to listen to 
it again during the feature as Jol- 
son also sings it. Prolog also used 
seven minutes. Business. three- 


quarters downstairs for the first 

show of the first night of Holy 

Week. Sid. 
(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, March 28. 


This Archer house, operating un- 
der the jurisdiction of a trust com- 
pany, since it went into the hands 
of receivers some time ago, is do- 
ing very well in the field of presen- 
tations. And on a limited budget 
for its stage extravaganzas. To 
Verne Buck, stage band leader and 
master of ceremonies, must go most 
of the credit. Buck has_.a following 
in the Sheridan territory. 

This week’s program carries as 
the cinema feature Reginald Denny 
in “On Your Toes” (U). Edmund 
C. Fitch is a good organist. This 
week he is using slides based on 
the Chicago “Tribune” game of 
“song titles.” Fitch is building up 
the community singing to a pitch 
where it can actually be heard. 
tiven more time he will probably 
get even greater vocal co-operation. 

Presentation opens with the Buck 
band playing behind the curtain, 
warmed up with some red foots. 
As the music reaches a crescen- 


pleasingly. Ross and Gilbert, two| do peak, back go the velvets, re- 
boys, came on for some harmony | yealing the orchestra minus its di- 
singing, but their opening number rector. It is spread across the en- 
didn’t mean much, their voices |tire stace on a semi-circular 8- 
sounding harsh, rasping and me-j/ flight of stairs, backed with a 
chanical. One of the boys gave an! scenic drop representing an Occi- 
imitation of a clarinet or sax wail- | dental sky-line with the boys in 


tuxedos. 


Continuing with a_ rather fast 
number, the orchestra gives en- 
trance to Buck. This character 


;comes out of the wings wearing a 


tuxedo with a bowler hat poised at 
a rakish angle doing a fast Bowery 
single. He smokes a cigar, which 
sends forth a volcanic eruption of 
smoke and sparks. Hitting center 
stage he ditches the smoker and 
chapeau, becoming the personable, 
smiling and likeable m, c. who has 
so captured Chicago’s near north 
side. 

Introduced as the openers are 
Dempsey and La Veaux, fine look- 
ing team of ball-room terpsi- 
choreans, conducive to a nice start. 
Dempsey, tonsorially perfect in full 
dress, and Miss LaVeaux in an at- 
tractive black frock, are fit orna- 
ments for any presentation en- 
semble. Buck is next, dropping his 
baton long enough to pick up a 
megaphone and go into a bit of 
vocalism that draws the inevitable 
apnlause. 

Jack Waldron, known locally as 
former m. ¢c. at a cafe, chatters 
ngzreenbly, puts over a song or so 
and does some dancing that is at 
onee distinctive and amusing. He 
might pick up some better gag ma- 
terial for his chattering prelude. 

Then they dished out the. six 
Abbot dancers. These girls, for 
pulchritude. are hard to heat. Quite 
commendahle stenners. too. New 
dance is called the “Wahbhbly Walk,” 
with the principal dancer, 
Cordes, singing a descriptive 
treatise on the dances and that 
quite well, 

As the ballet pulls 
Cordes does a hall-room version of 
the dance with Buek, finishing by 
iumping on his hack and riding into 
the wings, a la hohbhyv horse, to 

laurhs. Dempsey and 
on agrin in a whirlwind 


off. Miss 


TaVeaux 


presumably | dance, Miss LaVeaux attired in a 


jred satin creation that injects the 
needful flash. 

Nixon and Sands, comie dance 
and sone aun, hold their own as 


a bit of its kind as the house | 


slanted toward the foots upon 
which two batches of girls worked 
in groups of 24 and 16. Stomp 
j}routines to make the boards echo 
the rhythm with the pit crew and 
organ getting quite warm for the 
dancers, 

No doubt concerning the sweet 
orchestral accompaniment in this 
ease. When 40 girls dance to 80} 
pieces and it’s all fairly hot, it’s 
also apt to be fairly good. Choris- 


the final turn on the three-act bil! 
Rilled as “Hirhty Colored White 
Folks.” and helned considerahly bv 


effective costuming this team goos 
over to the hack row. Thev have 
ome raecine, new Tt pro- 
Anees hloelk-face and hich-brown 
lanehs Girl of the duo is not so 
hot in her How-de-ow-dow stuff 
but otherwise perfect aecomplice. 
Waldron, on stnes a new 
one, “Ganodhve Rroadwav. 


Montreal,” 
apparentiv 


and nuts it over to an 
thirsty house, In the 


finale the hatlet is on an elevated 
nintform nabhove the flicht of steps 
All acts come out for brief whirls 


and hows, 

No review of the Sheridan would 
he comptete without comment on 
Frank Wilson, band member, who 
sings and clowns with Ruck. 

Considered from the ensemble 
viewpoint, the show was very good 
for an indenendent house operating 
under the Sheridan’s money handi- 
can. 


Business, excellent, Loop. 


Joe Barrett has temporarily dis- 
solved his vaude partnership with 
Mack Ray to appear in ®Diamond 


Melba | 


—= 


METROPOLITAN 


(LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, March 21, 

Now that Publix stage revues ara 
definitely under way at the Met, 
several questionable points arise as 
to how much and which way it will 
affect the theatre going populace 
out here, in conjunction with the 
calibre of pictures at the house. So 
far the first two of Publix shows 
carry the load. In both instances 
the screen attractions didn't mean 
a thing. 

The type of stage fare now in- 
stalled must be reckoned with as 
foreign to the majority of folks in 
this city as yet. No doubt but that 
in time they will get on to it and 
then it will be the thing. Mean- 
time’ neither the first nor the sec- 
ond Publix show, this week, have 
shown indications of being a riot, 
Both are Chicago-made and™pro- 
duced. 7 

Opening day, Saturday, with a 
grind of tive performances, the box 
office failed to click; discounting al- 
lowances such as local conditions 
and Easter shopping period. En- 
tertainment on the stage was all 
there, The John Murray Anderson 
unit, “Highlights,” while not rating 
in the sensational class, is never- 
theless very good and diversified. 
About the only thing wrong with 
it was tempo. Just a little too slow 
in action. Timed correctly, about 
35 minutes, it started smoothly and 
finished the same way. The “high- 
light” of the unit is Willie Solar, 
veteran comic who knows his busi- 
ness, He clicked the moment he 
walked on and was forced to do a 
curtain bit to get off. To most of 
his audience Solar was probably 
doing his stuff for the first time, 
but it didn’t look that way. His 
inarticulate gestures and extremely 
funny mugging fortified his vocal 
efforts to a large extent and the 
fact that he followed everything 
else was no handicap to him either. 

The presentation embodies no 
flaws as far as construction is con- 
cerned. Color and lighting effects 
are harmonious, blending in a man- 
ner pleasing to the eye. Distribu- 
tion and proper sources of light 
Was well taken care of to give a 
central focus for most important 
objects on setting. In crediting the 
smooth running of the show a good 
many points may be chalked up for 
Frank Jenks, m. ec. baton 


wielder, who returns to the Met 
after leaving it about a year ago 
as a member of the band. Jenks 


has developed since. He is okay the 
way he stands now and with more 
acclimation to his present sur- 
roundings should prove a popular 
personality in the house. 

A versatile chap with an infec- 
tious smile, Jenks’ future seems ase 
sured. AlJjl he needs now is experi- 
ence and he is in the right place 
to get what he hasn't got already. 

The introductory highlight, oper- 
atic, as sung by Sherry Louise, 
turned out a trained but rather weak 
coloratura. While in front of an 
elaborately spangled scrim, with the 
band in the background, the number 
impressed as too big for the voice. 

The first entrance of the Foster 
Girls (12), with a marionette rou- 
tine, did not score as favorably as 
what followed. The girls later 
proved exceptionally clever, con- 
trasting markedly in being of about 
the same size and working in per- 
fect unison. Looks and figure put 
Helen McFarland over with the cus- 
tomers. A cute trick, on the “ow 
dee ow dow” type, the girl has her 
portion of “it” and some left over. 
Her white rhinestone outfit set her 
out and helped a song and dance get 
by, also at the xylophone. That in- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


strument Miss McFarland played 
well and scored. In the next notch 
came Douglas Burley in slow motion 
Evrations, giving him an edge on 
facial expression and persistency in 


getting a laugh. The Foster girls, 
this time in an Arabian gun drill, 
were quite something else again. 


Noticeable a great looking bunch of 
kids, individually and collectively. 
Formations and routines in the mili- 
tary number, while not unusual, 
were made to look that way in the 
manner the group of girls did it. 
They earned deserved applause. 
Masse and Dietrich, pair of male 
hoofers,.skipped through a brief in- 
terlude quietly, with the tempo be- 
ing picked up by Jenks and the band 
with “Melancholy Baby”; well done. 
The aggregation on the whole 
sounded good, though a little too 
brassy at times. 

Incidental voeal trio with Jenks to 
the fore was pleasant. The com- 
bination should be encouraged. Jenks 
rattled off a few time steps in the 
interim which was okay from all 
angles and also something he can 
count on for the future. The Foster 
girls picked up the finale, with the 
entire company going in ensemble to 
a corking flash windup with a lan- 
tern display coming out in tableau 
but spreading and blending with the 
full layout. 

For the cinema fare Mitey Ann 
Leaf presided at the organ, giving 
full sway to the console and inject- 
ing some individuality in her play- 
ing here and _ there. Paramount 
newsreel carried but five items. A 
Felix cartoon light-minded 
stuff for a few minutes, while Wil- 
liam Haines held the feature in 
“The Smart Set” (M-QG). 


After six years on the Keith-Albee 
circuit Billy Glason will his 


single for Loew's starting April %. 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


CAPITOL 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, March 30. 

The announcement that Detroit's 
pioneer presentation stand will 
shortly become a stamping ground 
for units so far has not been a cause 
for any revolutions, nor was it un- 
expected. 

The change means only that the 
Capitol seeks bigger better 
panafront bills and a decrease in the 
cost of presenting them. No doubt- 
ing that a seven-week tour is more 
resourceful in gaining talent and 
slicing the nut than a one-week 
stand. 

Presentationed and filmed to its 
heart’s content, about the only fu- 
ture worry in store for the Capitol 
is the problem of just how much, if 
at all, the State will cut in on biz 
when going stage band. That was 
one reason why the State changed 
to vaude in the first place, and prob- 
ably-the cause of hesitation in re- 
verting it to a picture house policy. 

However, the cutin thing is the 
State’s worry—and the Capitol’s, or 
both. 

For some reason or another the 
stage bills at the Capitol have not 
been up to a past standard. There 
generally has been something miss- 
ing, as in this week’s. It has one 
virtue but lacks the other; produc- 
tion heavy this week but talent un- 
usually frail. 

Not a very bad act in the lot, but 
all more or less of secondary clas- 
sification, in need of something more 
powerful and without a standout. 
Unless the Six Tivoli Girls can be 
rated standout with the theatre’s 
personal ballet of eight working in 
the same show. The Tivoli’s are far 
superior, of course, but the double 
dame stuff proved a source of con- 
fusion, especially on the Tivs’ first 
number. 

Show's title, “On the Radio,” ex- 
cellently conveyed throughout by 
production bits, extraordinary in this 
day of slapping ’em on. Very appro- 
priately bolstered with a good-look- 
ing set. 

Harry (Sunny) MacDonald is the 
Capitol’s new m. ¢.-conductor. He 
has been a single vaude and, if re- 
called correctly, can sing. He isn’t 
doing much this week nor showing 
anything particularly new, but con- 
fines himself to straight announcing 
and directing the stage band. Looked 
good in a cutaway and talks okay. 
Though it seems the Capito} is still 
not successful in its quest for a per- 
manent personality who can draw. 
But it might be, giving MacDonald 
the bénefit of the doubt and declar- 
ing this an actionless week. 

His first announcement brought 
on a band number, having the band 
mimic the reception of a radio pro- 
gram. Fairly good here but not for 
anyone having seen the same bit as 
done, and possibly originated, by 
Arnold Johnson. Doubtlessly a co- 
incidence that Johnson is with the 
“G. V. Follies” and in town this 
week. 


The novelty orchestration muffed 
on several laughs and overlooked 
divers opportunities for real comedy. 

The house ballet of eight next in 
a bunny dance, pretty, followed by 
Morgan and Stone, banjoists. Boys 
are extremely youthful but compe- 
tent and hot musicians. The Tivolis 
proceeded with their first two num- 
bers, both uniform stepping drills, 
but. each routine different while 
Similar on scoring ability. 

A second orchestra number incor- 
porated another stab at novelty but 
missed. Included were sax and 
vocal choruses, both all right, and 
accompaniment by Don Miller, solo 


organist, at his elevating instru- 
ment in the pit. That the organ 
completely smothered the band’s 


efforts and that Miller held a more 
intimate position and a solo spot- 
light, made it the second organ item 
on the bill rather than a band bit. 
Also Miller’s second appearance and 
an opportunity for a second bow. 

This Capitol stage band is gen- 
erally superb. But only when stick- 
ing to music—band musie—appar- 
ently. 

Nelen O’Shea was on for a 
ment in a fast kick number and 
looked nice, preceding Moore and 
Shy. Latter is an out-and-out 
freak act, in action and appearance, 
but routined effectively for film 
Places. The members are a fat boy 
and a midget. The girth of one and 
the slight stature of his partner are 
enough. Talk material throughout 
until a closing song, all just fair and 
dependent on the freak angle at all 
times. Most laughs are derived 
when the big boy butts the little boy 
with his large bay window, calling 
for falls by the 1. b. and a comical 
Shivering of the midsection by the 


mo- 


-b. The butting business provides | 


. neat way to get off with a final 
augh., 

Don Miller’s own organ number, 
composed of comedy slides and 
verse, not provocative of congrega- 
tional singing. 
Miller can make ’em yodel, as has 
been noted in past performances. 
Even though billed as the ‘‘Master 
Futuristic Harmony,’ whatever 
Mens means, as far as is known, 
be © are only two kinds of harmony 
he resent—good and bad—and both 
h, ard frequently in the picture 

uses, If Miller's invention is an 
Herovement, it should be welcomed. 
pond might have scratched the mak- 

S name off the slides. The trade- 
mark was nearly as prominent as 
the verses inscribed, and gave a 


When desiring to, | 


wrong impression if Miller wrote 
the material. 

Pit overture, under the direction 
of Samuel Benavie, excellent as 
usual, but again marred at the start 
by unfortunate spotting. Immedi- 
ately following the feature, the over- 
ture was greatly handicapped by 
the many walkouts and seat switch- 
ings. After the house quieted down 
the strains were audible and appre- 
ciated. 


the various news reels, the Capitol 
uses Internationals 
local shot by the “News” here and 
there. Five items in this program, 
Int. getting the odd one. 

Feature film, “The Blue Danube,” 
not of great value from a business 
standpoint, and not seen, to gain an 
impression of it as a picture. At- 
tendance off in an off-week. 

SAVOY 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 30. 

Past the front door of the Savoy 
in 34th, just less than a_stone’s 
throw from Broadway, thousands 
and thousands of people go daily. 
Out of that constant stream this 
house, one of New York’s oldest 
residenters gets its play at two bits. 
From 9 a. m. until almost midnight 
customers ease in and out. 

And the show the Savoy offers is 
much along the lines as the day 
when its present owner and oper:- 
tor, Walter Reade, took it, over 20 
years ago. There have been some 
changes, especially around the 
lobby, but its general inside layout 
remains the same. Slight improve- 
ment in the pictures, yet the style 
of general program is much the 
yesteryear type. 

The Savoy has a history, so much 
so that it might be a good idea of 
Reade’s to print a pamphlet and 
distribute it as a souvenir. Before 
Reade owned it, the Savoy was one 
of the theatrical landmarks around 
the 34th and Broadway section. 

It was built years and years ago 
by the late “Big Tim” Sullivan and 
Frank Farrell. At one time it was 
operated with Charles Frohman 
shows at $2 top, and later handled 
by Frank McKee. Now it’s a 25c 
grind, with no effort for class or 
distinction. 

For a long time the folks sitting 
anyway near the back downstairs 
were subjected to a draft of cold 
air that sent many a patron away 
with voleanie sneezes. That’s 
changed since the owner has in- 
stalled a handsome pair of swing- 
ing fancy doors that make the rest 
of the decorations look foolish. A 
candy booth in the lobby is so far 
from the street it must depend on 
the patrons. 

No presentation, no band fol de 
rol, nothing other than the main 
music is a piano which still retains 
the old, old way of accompanying 
villainy, storms and what not as 
they appear on the silver sheet. 

When visited the house had one 
feature, “The Whip Woman” 
(F. N.), although there are days 
that the Savoy offers double fea- 
tures. The program opened with a 
Will Rogers. The news weekly 
was all Pathe, but the latest of the 
news shots. There was one of those 
hodge-podge subjects Lyman Howe 
makes, with some of its phases in- 
teresting, but so much wasted side 
embellishments that meant nothing. 

A kid picture, “Mickey Mac- 
guire’s Football Team,” just a 
plain copy of the “Our Gang 
series, credited with FBO distribu- 
tion. Ten-cent tilt for Sats and 
And the little lobby book- 


Sundays. 

let states there are two house man- 
agers, Mrs. M. Browning and J. 
Tiernan. Ushers are women. 


Mark. 


ZENITH 
(MILWAUKEE) 

Milwaukee, March 
One of the de luxe neighborhoods 
the past year and which is trying in 
every way to get out of the red, with 
so-so success. To help push up the 
biz a different tab organization is 
drafted each night and the rotating 
musicals are having fair success. A 
squint at one of these tab 
shows that it is not half bad, rated 
as one of the best of its kind playing 
the one-nighters. 
Opening in two, which means full 
stage for this house, the Ned Fine 
show starts off well with a seven- 
piece band in a _ hot composition. 
Young chap, Buddy Hashman, acts 


27. 


didoes while the band plays. He in- 


a board with his fist, 
other stuff. Next come the Fine 
brothers, Ned and Lou. Two small 
lads, about the same height and with 
neat patter and song. They are on 
for eight or 10 minutes with “‘wise- 
cracks.” Evidently favorites. The 
band plays, and the Fine boys are 
back with a girl, Smiles Anderson, 
who works up the old burlesque 
“Flirtation” bit with them. Girl re- 
turns for a solo song. So-so. 
Another act with a girl trying to 
play a piano-accordion. Aside from 
being off key and out of time she 


through 


!number ends the show. 


The tabs, with four stock acts and | funny. 
two or three home talents thrown In |for the second « 


by to fair 


each week are getting 
a feature 


|suecess. Theatre plays 
| film (western) and comedy in 
tion to the show, for 25c. It’s 
you can ask for the tap. Israel, 


With the Kunsky houses splitting | 


4 | 
and tucks in aj} 


outfits | 


as m. ¢. and goes through several) though 


troduces as home-talent strong man, gether from 
in the conventional tiger’s skin, WO | joint rental isn't more than custom- 
proceeds to bend spikes, drive nails | ary. 

andj|has sent the 


'in Boston. 


| 


was pretty well taken care of. Band | esting. 


addi- | State, 
all! street. 


STAT 


(BOSTON) 
Boston, March 30. 
Lent had no effect on Chaplin's 
“Circus.” 
Velvet ropes went up in the lobby 
early Monday, and the evening lines 
ran nearly a block along Massachu- 


setts avenue, 
Thursday night, usually the light- | 
est of the week, was built up to a 


turnaway by heavy advertising that 
the patrons that evening would see 


not only a complete show, but the 
Dodge theatrical broadeast for an 
extra hour. 

Mechanically, it was the best 


auditorium amplification ever heard 
No distortion and every 


corner of the house getting the vol- 


ume distinctly. But the breadecust 
that brought them in from. their 
homes would not hold them. In 
less than 10 minutes the raucous 
sound of the derisive “bird” came 
resonantly from the balcony. This | 


was the cue for the four-bit patrons 
on the orchestra floor to start the 
deadly grind of stamping feet and 
mechanical hand - clapping. The 
house tried to wear them out and 
continue with the air booking, but 
it was called off in 
minutes and the film grind was re- 
sumed amid enthusiastic applause, 

Signor Frisecoe with his Guate- 
malan xylophone ensemble was one 
of the surprise bookings of the 
season at the State. The audience 
could not get enough of his stuff 
even going strong for his darkness 
transition from stage rendition to 
dise reproduction. Friscoe did every- 
thing to plug the instrument 
his personal recordings except an- 
nounce the price and where they 
were sold. There is an abundance 
of showmanship in this Friscoe 
routine, especially in his engineer- 
ing of planted calls from the rear 
of the orchestra and his swinging 
of the applause so that the vote is 
for his prepared numbers, which 
are mainly popular. 

The Wilson Sisters and Washburn 
in singing and dance numbers 
started off lamely, but finally made 
the grade. Supporting film fodder 
was a technicolor based on Napo- 
leon and Josephine, a news and a 
toptes. Birge Peterson at the organ 
did his publisher’s plug better than 
usual and had the house singing 
blithely with his heavy - handed 
playing, which has its redeeming 
virtue in the fact that the avernare 
patron will only sing when the 
music is loud enough to eliminate 
his fear that some one else will 
hear how sour he really is. 

Libby. 


LOEW’S NEW YORK 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 30. 

Using 468 feature pictures yearly 
in this daily change with double 
bills twice weekly doesn’t make 
booking the 40c. grind the snap it 
might appear. Loew’s operates the 
only daily change grind on Broad- 
way from 34th to 59th street. 

On the double days it’s a quick 
shift from one to the other feature. 
when the features do not run below 
the usual time. On the single fea- 
ture days shorts are thrown in. No 
stage performance and qa woman or- 
ganist held in the dark instead of 
trying to make her stand up as the 
player under the spot no 
Perhaps the regulars here grown 
tired of seeing her back, which is 
not meant as a gag. Regular pit 
orchestra on union hours. 

The New York does not greatly 
vary. Marcus Loew often said the 
house did not differ $25,000 on the 
total annual gross for several years. 
It's upstairs (roof) here and down 
stairs, with the roof opening at 
night, drawing everybody and every 


or anything. One secale up and 
down. When Loew’s opened some 
vears ago the New York felt it for 


about four months, then got back to 
normal and has so remained. Many 
people patronize it who never go into 
another Broadway theatre. Many 
also go to the New York daily with- 
out reading the signs, just knowing 


that they are going to see a new 
picture to them. In due time they 
see every feature worth while and 


on the double days may think that 
since two are twice as manyv as 
one, quantity suffices for quality. 
Last Friday on the double 
were “Four-footed Ranger” (U west- 
ern) and “Marry the Girl” (Holly- 
wood-Sterling and Rock-Rosen). 
About the double average here, al- 
frequently the New York 
slams over a couple of good ones to- 
the indies, when the 


And the rental here is 
New York up toward 
the top of the Loew theatre money 
makers, despite its scale, capacity 
and daily grind, from 9.30 to one, 
both a. m. 

About the only change of note in 
recent years is the late announce- 
ment that Saturday mornings here- 
after, until one p. m., it’s 25 and lie. 
What grabbed the Saturday morn- 
ine business isn’t known. It couldn't 


{write in 


nights is one of Broadway's sights 
if you know what you are looking 
at. 

A lengthy trailer gives the coming 
pictures for the next six days. On 
i days are moving flashes 
Then there is the advice to 

for “Loew's 


added. 


j house organ, and that may be build- 


‘ns up a mailing list for the house. 


All of this takes up a little over 


jtwo hours, and the house runs along, 


} Year in and year out, on one side of 


{the most expensive real estate block 


less than 15} 


and | 


y and then. | 


| 


in New York, with the building 
powned by Paramount valued at 
around $8,000 000, Paramount's 
Cr.terion is in the other end of the 
building. Paramount and Loew's 
jare said to split on the net of the 
iNew York, the same arrangement 


! Marcus Loew had with Klaw & Er- 


jlaunger before Paramount bought the 
jbleck. The New York, looked upon 
jas a flop for show business, was one 
His wisdom 


j of Marcus’ best picks, 
present these 


of selection is ever 
days. 

It's easy to understand how the 
New York can develop into a habit. 


Ways is a seat and smoke all over 
With that ever changing feature 
picture not the least of the induce- 


ments to film fans. 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 
Milwaukee, March 27. 

Fourth anniversary of the opening 
of the Wisconsin is plentifully cele- 
brated on the stuge this week (24- 
5U). Despite adverse weather stage 
bill drawing and counter-balanced 
the rather weak support offered by 
the feature picture, William Haines 
in “The Smart Set.” 

Opening in “one,” dressed in a 
‘ C..j), ‘ 
stock tenor, sings a ditty anent 
cooking up a good show. The next 
set, in “two,” has Dave Schooler, m. 
e., on top of a huge kettle stirring 
up the show. Eight Berri Dancing 
girls bring on cans of various in- 
gredients to make the show spicy, 
merry, peppy, etc., and then dance in 
“one” while the full stage set is 
swung into place. 

A huge birthday cake, surmounted 
by four candles and terraced to ac- 
commodate the orchestra, provides 
the full stage setting. The band has 
the opening spot, playing “Dolores,” 
with a clever diversion in choruses, 
the music being played by bells at- 
tached to the various music racks 
while the orchestra boys take a 
hand at solos. 

The Quixey Four, with pleasing 
voices and playing mandolins and 
banjos have the next spot to fair 
reception and are followed by Oli- 
vette, comedy dancer, who all but 
stops the show. Clever girl, this, 
with her “Rube” dance. Meyers 
and one of the Berri dancers have 
the spot in ‘“‘Coquette” and get away 
nicely. 

It takes Jazz Lips Richardson, col- 
ored lad, to stop the show. This 
boy can dance, and evidently has re- 
written the entire acrobatic dance 
schedule. He does stuff never be- 
fore seen on the Wisconsin or any 
other Milwaukee stage. He goes 
big—and how. 

Following another dance by the 
Berri Girls, Jack North with his 
banjo plays a return visit here. 
North can’t play much but he can 
sing and goes big. 

The flash has the big cake divide 
in the center with a grand stairway 
falling into place. Eight models 
parade down first, followed by the 
dancers and other acts. 

The film feature and short subject 
finish the bill. Pretty and classy. 

Israel. 


STRAND 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 31. 
The Strand has reached that 
period in its life when it hasn’t any 
too much vitality and is simply sit- 
ting in its chair while trying to out- 
guess the smart boys who claim to 


know what should be done with the 


house. But that’s mainly because 
the house is right between a change 


;0. policy so far as its stage is con- 


| 


day | 


| (Pathe), current feature, the pit! 
iecrew brought back “Dance of the! 
Hours” for an overture, and did well 


cerned. Stanley units are due here 
soon, but until that time it’s evi- 
dently just hit and run. 

Leading up to “Stand and Deliver” 


get rousing ap- 
14-minute 


with it to 
Thence into a 


enough 
plause. 


;} newsreel in which International had 


an edge over Fox for quantity, and 


| Pathe soloed. 


what | 


be the Keith-Alhee Palace near by, | 


for that doesn’t open until 2. 


The newsreel was all Paramount, 


seven or eight scenes, fairly inter- 
Not even a M-G-M news 
shot slipped in. That seemed 


They get the newsreel here 
vy third run, any timé 
within a week after its first run. It 
be taken 

on the other side of 45th 

The houses never tonflict in 
The New York Roof at 


may 


customers. 


| 
| 


; nervous ness 


dropping 


Strand’s magazine rates with those 
at the Roxy on length and, as a 
matter of fact, these two are the 
only houses on the street where the 
public can buy a newsreel. 

Usual weekly frolic took 19 min- 
utes, divided between a feminine 
harmony trio, girl pianiste and eight 
dancing sailors fronted by a@ girl. 
Three Singing Maids opened up do- 
ing two pop tunes for appreciation, 
after which Pauline Alpert, phono- 


graph artiste, pianoed three selec- 
tions. Adhering entirely to dance 


tunes, Miss Albert was short of the 
sensational, but pleased. Possibly 
caused by a board 
from the piano and lying 
her feet upset the performer 


acros 


}so that she was prone ta stumble 
here and there on the keys. The 
obstruction, however, was hastily 


over from Loew's 


removed, 
Dancing Gobhs followed in hard- 
shee und didn’t build to a full ap- 


Weekly,” the | 


It’s roomy and comfortable, there al- | 


| ptause finale. The combine?’ song 
might help if moved forward. Hoof- 
| ins routine Was not away from the 
usual, although it sounded and 
looked good enough. More unison 


jamiong the boys would be a help, as 


jalso a stronger dance by the girl, 
;} Who should be attired as such for 
leontrast against the eight men. Act 


seems fair enough for picture house 
insertion but is not strong enough 
to assure a big finish without help. 
Background for this was a deep blue 
drop upon Which a gun turret was 
silhouetted. 

After the main picture came a 
Will Rogers short on Irelind. Only 
notable because it permitted a tlash 
at the sometimes mentioned but sel- 
doom seen Mrs. Rogers, Entire 
'show about 10 minutes short of two 
hours. Sid. 


LOEW’S MIDLAND 


(“Happy-Go-Lucky"-—Unit) 
(KANSAS CITY) 


Kansas City, March 28. 
There have been better units 
than “Hsppy-Go-Lucky” at the 


Midland, but it proved pleasing ene 
tertainment, with the heofing of the 
Ratunno Bros. outstanding, 

Joseph Kline ana \Midlanders 
gave “Selections from the Fortune 
Teller” to start the bill, for rea] 
applause, 

News was next; just long enough 
for the musicians to get from the 
pit to the stage, and then the pres- 
entation. 

The Kight Gould Dancers were on 
when the drapes parted, and gave 
a neat Tiller routine to the strains 
of “Four-Leaf Clover,” which they 
were dressed to represent. 

Mildred LaSalle sang “Kiss and 
Make Up” with a baby lisp, with 
Jack Sidney, m. c., the foil, nnd was 
followed by the Ratunnos, with the 
show stopped right there. 

“Spider and Fly” dance, by Helen 
Spayd and Bonnie Daniels, spec- 
tacular, with special scenery, and 
pleased. 

silly Adams, comic, with wise- 
cracks, song or two, several hats 
and a girl accomplice. Adams is a 
hard worker, and fnishes the act 
with a blackout, when he shoots the 


his 


girl when she tries to sing. First 
of the blackouts in the house, 
Gould Girls again, tap- 


danced through the ‘Anvil Chorus,” 
and Sidney sang “My Ohio Home” 
to a great reception. 

Hines and Smith came up on the 
piano elevator from the pit and 
gave several songs, playing their 
own accompaniments on piano and 
banjo. This duo are harmonizers 
for true, and gave three numbers. 

Carl Tanner started the finale with 
a verse of “Happy-Go-Lucky” which 
brought the others of the company 
on to pose in the cutout horseshoes 
on the upper elevation, and the 
stairs for a pretty picture. 

Screen feature, “Sadie Thompe 
son,” followed. Hughes. 


55th St. Playhouse 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 31. 
From the crowd here by 8 o’clock 
it seems that the art movement in 
pictures has been successful as far 
as this neighborhood is concerned, 
Capacity at 99 cents. The semi- 
professionnls who operated this 
house prior to Mike Mindlin dropped 


$84,000 in a few short but hectic 
months. 
This week’s program built 


around a German production, “Chil- 
dren of No Importance,” with a 
stage ballvhoo by Nan Britton, who 
seems to have a large fund of in- 
formation as to the causes and re- 
sults of illegitimate children. Miss 
Britton is supposed to or credited 
with writing “President’s Daugh- 
ter.” 

Mindlin’s peculiar type of show- 


manship manifests itself in his 
ability to show a picture of this 
type and draw heavy business in- 
stead of well-seasoned fruit and 
vegetables. 

Miss Britton’s appearance was 
greeted mildly. Lack of stage pres- 
ence and ability to send her lines 


across saw her walk off to light 
returns. 

An old Charlie Chaplin picture, 
“Shoulder Arms,” worth the price 
of admission. Shorts made up bal- 
ance of the program. ; 
Mori. 


BARKEEPS CUT 


(Continued from page 1) 


opinion that Times Square is over- 
speakeasied, salary has dropped to 
$50, with exception of a few in- 
dispensibles, with followings who 
continue to rate ‘the $75. 
Proprietors claim that house and 
studio parties together with ability 
to buy from the bootleggers as 
cheap as the dispensers do, has 
hit the bar trade. The booze dis- 
| pensers say bootleggers have one 
price for dispensers and consumers 
and are so desperate in making 
sales that the formér discrimination 
and retail price for outsiders no 
longer prevails. 
| The speaks are charging from 
i60c. to $1 per drink, according to 
lthe grade of the joint. All try to 
| provide good liquor 
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VARIET 


Shows carrying numerals such as 
week on Sunday or Monday, as date 
with split weeks also indicated by da 


PRESE 


THIS WEEK (April 2) 
NEXT WEEK (April 9) 


may be. For nex 
tes. 


NTATIONS—BILLS 


(1) or (2) indicate opening this 


t week (8) or (9) 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 


Pictures include in classification 


Presentation as adjunct. 


GERMANY 
Month of April 


BERLIN 
Scala 

Arco Theilon Tr 
N Kruna 
Sadie Hopkins 
9 Gerards 
Scarlett 
Harmony Kings 


Achilles & Newm’n 
de Marlo 

Rose & Honey 
Morrison 

8 Norwegischens 
Stanelly & Douglas 
Nereida 

-6 Akebonos 


PARIS 
Week of April 9 


Empire 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
James Morgan 
Frankie James 
Brecker’s Bears 
Baillot & Merton 
Mirka Aima 
Flodan 
Van Dock 
Jenkins Bros 
Warthons 
Jeuris-Martinet 

Folies Bergere 
Andre Randall 
Dodge Twins 
Georgia Graves 
Alice Mova 
Yvonne Guillet 
Komarova-Skibine 
Gretchikine 
J Tiller’s Girls 
Montel 
Rudeau-Castel 
Tamara & Roberts 
Cahuzac-Carlus 
Colette Jove 
Malina Dorsowna 
Claudia Ionescu 
Mona Givry 
Lysana-Dellys 
Luce Nady 
Darty-Leonce 
Broquin-Smoinska 

Olympia 
Barbette 
Ore Tarraco 


Caro Martel 
Helene Baudry 
Maryland 56 
Princes 
Selbo 
Calbas 
Rolls 
Karosky 
Boritza-Netzer-N 
Jess & Buddy 
Smith 
Caro-Martel 

Tity Quentin 
Andreas. 

Casino De Paris 
Maurice Chevalier 
Jack Forester 
Haram & Myrtil 
Miss Florence 
Therese Dorny 
Dorchamps-Rogel 
Daniel Bregis 
Zanani-Reyna 
Pierre Meyer 
Pasquali 
Diana 
Bach 
Tiller Girls 
Rocky Twins 
Kelly Sisters 
Wood Sisters 
Endja Magout 
Germaine Franvils 
Helle Nice 
Charlotte Martens 
Andreas-Meret 


Family 


LONDON 
Week of April 2 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Harry Weldon 
D’c’g Grenad’rs Rv 
HACKNEY 
Empire 
Gertie Gitana 
Clarkson Rose 
Misquette & Maxly 
Fred Brezin 
Bennans 
Bransby Williams 
3 Eddies 
Edith Athey 


LONDON 
Alhambra 


Chaffer's Midg 
Farrar & Mayeri 
Norman Long 
Myrio Desha & B 


Coliseum 
Togan & Geneva 
Houston Sis 
Isa Kramer 
Evans & Wolf 
Debroy Somers Bd 

Victoria Palace 
Wee Georgie Wood 
Sill Hay Co 
Victoria Girls 
Horace Kenney 
Theda Sis 


Arthur Kirk 
EW CROSS 
Empire 
Ord'rs is Ord'rs Rv 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
One Dam Thing 
After Another Rv 


PROVINCIAL 


ENGLAND 
ABERDEEN Royal 
H. M. That's a Good Girl 
Amateur Co 
a1ace 
Whispering Wires 
BIRMINGHAM Up With the Lark 
Empire LIVERPOOL 
Yes Sir Rev Empire 
Grand British Opera Co 
Tit Bits Rev MANCHESTER 
BLACKPOOL Hippodrome 
Opera House Irish Aristocracy 
me 
BRADFORD Hit the 
Alhambra NEWCASTLE 
Wonder Show Rev Sw a 
orasma 
BRISTOL NEWPORT 
Hippodrome Empire 
Artists & Models Home Comforts Ry 
CARDIFF NOTTINGHAM 
Empire Grand 
Peggy Ann Paint & Powder Rv 
CHATHAM oyal 
Empire Interference 
Folies Bergere Rev PORTSMOUTH 
CHISWICK Royal 
Empire Sauce for the Go'se 
Om Parade SALFORD 
DUNDEE Palace 
Kings Swish 
Rosie O'Grady SHEFFIELD 
GLASGOW Empire 
Alhambra Potiphar’s Wife 
Girl Friend Rev SHEPH’RD’S B'SH 
Kmpire Empire 
Troy Sis & Helen Playtime 


Nixon Gray 
Johnson & Clark 
King & Benson 
Naughton & Gold 
Fletcher's Ba 
Rolf Hansen 
HANLEY 
Grand 
Sunshine Sal 
HULL 
Palace 
Ord’rs Is Ord’s Rv 
LEEDS 


Empire 
@uper Slinters Rev 


Conrad's Co 
Jack Martell 
Valliere 
Dack Shing Tr 
Morris & Cowley 
Bruce* Macleod 
SOUTHSEA 
Kings 
Crooked Billet 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
‘Bogus Prince Rey 
WOOD GREEN. 


Empire 
Love & Money 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (31) 
“On Parade” Unit 

Walt Roesner 
Capitolians 
Kendall Capps 
Chas Rozelle 
Franklin & Stanl’y 
16 Cadets 
Albertina Rasch Co 
“Big City” 
Paramount (31) 
*R’b’w Rh’ps’dy’ U 
Paul Whiteman Or 
O’Hanlon & Zam 
Joe Penner 
Amata Grassi 
Tamaulips Tr 
Lenoras 


(7) 

‘With Music’ Unit 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Llora Hoffman 
M & M Lee 
Pasquali Bros 
Foster Co 
“Skyscraper” 

Rialto (31) 
Olive Hutchinson 
R Morgan 
‘Legion of C'nd’d’ 

Rivoli (31) 
Cantor Alter 
Nanette Baer 
Plotmikoff Orch 
Abbey Sis 
“Gaucho” 

Roxy (31) 
Roxyettes 


“Doomsday” 


Harold V Duzee Co 


picture policy with vaudeville or 


Le Reis 
“Jazz Singer” 
Strand (31) 
3 Maids 
Pauline Alpert 
Dancing Gobs 
Sallie Bonner 
Anatole Bourman 
“Stand & Deliver” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (2) 
Roy Detrich Bd 
Elcota & Byrne 
Gypsy LeNore 
Capitol (2) 
Caesar Linden Bd 
Milton Watson 
Nixon & Sans 
Chicago (2) 
‘Spanish Nights’ U 
H L Spitalny Ba 


Stanley (2) 
Boyd Senter 
Allan Prior 
Bob Stickney 


Shean Phillips & A 


Moe Baer 


“Finders Keepers” 


BOSTON, MASS. 
State (2) 
Mosconi Bros 
“‘Wickedness Pfda” 
(9 


Florentine Singers 
“The Crowd” 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (31) 
‘Roman Nights’ U’t 
Ted King 
Lassiter Bros 
Gluck’s Ballet 
Rita & Teske 


1560 Broadway 


WILTON 


BOOKS ARTISTS 
FOR 
PRODUCTIONS 
PICTURE THEATRES 


(All Circuits) 


LOEW-FOX 


And Independent Circuits 
HOTELS, NIGHT CLUBS 
RADIO, RECORDS, Etc. 


Bryant 2027-8 


Jack Donnelly Rev 


Lou Kosloff 
Milton Charles 

4 Marx Bros 
‘Night of Mystery’ 


Granada (2) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
“Jazz Singer’ 


Harding (2) 
‘Spring Fever’ U’t 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Ed Meikel 
Barton & Young 
Will Cowan 
Julia Gerity 
Jean Houston 
Gould Co 
“Last Command” 


Marbro (2) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Herbert Clifton 
6 Bombairs 
Myron Pearl Co 


Norshore (1) 
“Blue Rev” Unit 
Al Kvale Bd 
Johnny Dunn 
Syncopation 4 
Freddie Martin 
Cully Claire 
Abbott Co 
“Rose- Marie” 


Oriental (1) 
“Jazz Bouquet” U 
Paul Ash Bd 
Henri Keates 
Don Abbott 
Artillo Bros 
Betty Webb 
Phelps 2 
Harry Rose 
Smith & Hadley 
“The Patsy” 

Regal (31) 
Fess Williams Bd 
Marshall Rogers 
Dink Stewart 
3 Red Peppers 
Cole Bros 
Cab Galloway 
Mae Alex 
“The Gaucho” 

Rialto (9) 
Harriet Nowrott Co 
Al Rome 

Senate (2) 
‘Bubbling Over’ U't 
Al Belasco Bd 
Billy Carpenter 
Rell & Coates 
Ginger Rogers 
Midnight 3 
Abbott Co 
“Last Command 

Sheridan (2) 
Verne Buck Bd 
Joe Allen 
Betsy Rees 
Herbert Clifton 

Stratford 

2d half (5-8) 

Lorner Girls 


Russell & Marconi 
Elsa Greenwell 
“Sorrell & Son” 
Great Lakes (10) 
Florentine Singers 
‘Good time Ch’rl’y’ 

lafayette (2) 
Marie MacQuarrie 
Meehan & Newman 
3 Ryans 
Baseball 4 
White Bros 
“Circus” 
CLEVELAND, 

Allen (31) 
‘Frolics of ‘28’ 
3 Ritz Bros 
Steve Weniger 
Bernardo De Pace 
Burney Bros 
Harlequins 
Katherine Irwin 
Chas Jolly 
Moore Sis 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Stubby Gordon 
“"Rose-Marie” 


7) 
‘Pagoda Land’ Unit 
‘Acr’ss to Sing’p’re’ 
Park (31) 
Barnum 
Felix Co 
Bobby Joyce 
Scargold 
Anita Garcia Orch 
Bebe Barri Co 
“Devil's Skipper’ 
COTTMBTS, O, 
Ohio (7) 
‘Hil’ghts of °28° U 
“Smart Set" 
DETROIT 
Capitol (31) 
‘Artists Fantasy’ U 
Charlotte Meyers 
Mary Tudor 
Gilbert 
Harry McDonald 
Samuel Benavis 
Rvth Durrell 
“Cohens & Ketlys’ 
(7) 


Capitolians Ra 
Harry MacDonald 
Brown & Bailey 
R & E Coll 

Chas Althoff 
Orville Rennie 
Grand Riveria (1) 
Monk Watson 
Kevstone Ser 
Gertrude Lawrence 
Merle Clark 

Hugo LaMonte 
Pacifie 4 

“Lave” 

Miv-higan (31) 
Land’ Init 
Adler Weil & H 
Gus Mulcay 
Wallace & Cappo 


Carl Petersoa 
“Love Mart” 


KANS. CITY, MO. 


“Speedy”’ 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (30) 
Gene Morgan & Bd 
Meglin Rev 
Nat Spector 
“Silver Slave” 
Carthay Cirele 
(Indef) 
Carli Elinor Orch 
Jack Laughlin’s Co 
Ivan Bankoff 
20 Bavarians 
Vina & Arthur 
30 Birds 
Frank Shannoa 
Ardine & Joby 
Theo Kosloff Bal 
Elizabeth Hocker 
“4 Sons” 


Chinese (Indef) 
Ballyhoo 
Poodies Hannaford 
Major Mite 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Ed & Jan Rooney 
3 Freehands 
Pallenberg’s Co 
Slayman Ali’s Cl’ns 
“Circus” 

Criterion (28) 
Bakaleinikoff Orch 
‘Uncle Tom's C*b'n’ 

Egyptian (30) 
Georgie Stoll & Bd 
Earl & Bell 
Huff & Hump 
Dave Morris 
‘Sorrell & Son” 
Metropolitan (31) 
“Highlights” Unit 
Sherry Louise 
Foster Co 
Helen McFarland 
Douglas Burley 
Masse & Dietrich 
Willie Solar 
Frank Jenks 
“Smart Set” 


Million Dollar (29) 
Leo Forbstein Orch 
Eddie McGill 
‘The Sporting Age’ 
State (30) 
Benny Rubin 
Opportunity Co 
Terrell & Henley 
Russell Paul 
“Divine Woman” 
United Artiste 
(Indef) 
Dion Romandi Or 
Flora Valeria 
William Pilcher 
Henry Barsha 
“Ramona” 
Uptown (30) 
Vitaphone 
“The Big City’ 
MILWAUKEE 
Miller (9) 
Macon & Mayo 
Jeanette Seymour 
Balow Bd 
(Two to fill) 
NEWARK, N., J. 
Branford (31) 
Nazarro Jr 
Les Stevens Bd 
Marshall Sis 
Dorothy Wallace 
Harry Stevens 
Alex Kosloff Rew 
Luna Nestor 
“Last Waltz” 
Stanley (31) 
Charlie Melson Bd 
3 Bennett Bros 
Wanda Gol 
Jolloy Joyce 
Charles Elbrey 
Lawrence Miller 
(7) 
Charlie Melson Ba 
8 Revellers 
William & Douglas 
Tsein Met 
Coogan & Rogers 
“Gaucho” 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Sherman (2) 
Gilda Gray Co 
‘Devil Dancer” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (31) 
7 Klingers 
Mack & Brantley 
Wilkins & Wilkins 


Fex’s (1) 
Swor & Malley 
Bernard & Henrt 
Runaway ‘Train 
Buster West & J 
“Wickedness Pfd” 


Stanley (1) 
Waring’s Penns 
“Her Wild Oat” 


PA. 


‘enn (2) 
‘Gallopin’ On’ Unit 
Ben Blue 
Alf Latell 
Miriam Lax 
Robert Cloy 
‘Latest from Paris’ 


(9) 
“Sun Shades’ Unit 
“Smart Set’’ 

Stanley (1) 
Mex Tipica Orch 
Foster Fagan & C 
“Ladies’ Night” 
PR’'VIDENCE, B.L 

Fay’s (2) 
Dance Fashions 
Follette 
Davis & McCoy 
Kirke & Lawrence 
4 Valentinos 
“Wallflowers” 
SAN FRANCISCO 

California (29) 
Gino Severi Bd 
“The Enemy” 

Granada (30) 
Owen Sweeten Bd 
Louis Frieda Co 
Berkoff Co 
Wesley & Vodney 
Ross & Gilbert 
Emers’n & B'lidwin 
Cornish Rev 
Volga 3 
“Circus Rookies” 

St. Francis (31) 
M Brambilla Bd 
“Ptnrs in Crime” 

Warfield (31) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Pat West 
Nell Kelly 
Bailey & Barnum 
Frank Stever 
Muriel Gardner 
Dorothy Thieme 
“Divine Woman” 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Ambassador (31) 
Ed Lowry 
‘If I Were Single’ 

Missouri (31) 
Spring Revels’ U’t 
“Freckles” 

State (31) 
“Starland” Unit 
Wells & Brady 
Nina Olivette 
Moore & Chartrand 
Mayer & Evans 
16 Criss Cross Co 


Rome & Dunn 
Evans & Mayer 
Sylvia Miller 
Morgan & Stone 
16 Girls 
‘Latest from Paris’ 
SYRACUSE. N. Y. 
State (7) 
“Hula” Unit 
‘Divine Woman” 
W’SHINGTN, D.C. 
Farle (31) 
“Granados” Unit 
Leon Navara 
Ed Hyman Pres 
Cansinos 
Chaz Chase 
Capitol Acc’d’nists 
Jean Wallin 
Serova Ballet 
“French Dressing” 
Fox (31) 
J Stebbins Pres 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusfloft 
Oumansky Ballet 
Manning Co 
Myrtle Pierce 
Pat Rooney Ce 
Reeves & Leu 
‘G'd_ Time Charley’ 
Palace (31) 
“Hev Hev” Unit 
Wesley Eddy 
DeVoe & Willis 
Gibson Sis 
Jack Powelt 
Royle’s Co 
“Baby Mine” 
7) 


Conway & Thomas 
“So This Is Love” 


TWnit 
P’c'd R’ce® 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
merican 

Ist half (9-11) 
Pauly Bros 
Murray & Fayne 
Davis & Nelson 
Carnival of Venice 
Joe Herbert 
Elly Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-16) . 
Minz & Kobin 
O'’Pray & Dorothy 
Russell & Armstr’g 
Guiron, Marg’te Rv 
Nielson & Warden 
Henry Fink 
Reck & Rector 


(One to fill) 


Vie Plant Co 
Jack Housh Ce 
Yorke O’Brien Ce 
Conley 3 

2d half (12-15) 
Joe & W Hale 
Bryson 
Ketch & Wilma 
P Mansfield Rev 
(Two to fill) 

rand 

Ist half (9-11) 
Diaz Co 
L Fitzgerald Co 
Mooney & Ch'rchill 
Captain Slack 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-16) 


Wednesday, April 4, 192 


National 
Ist half (9-1 
Frank LaDent 
Jean Joyson 
Wedding Ring 
Bertrand & Rolston 
Guiran Marg'’te Rv 
2a half (12-15) 
Orford 3 
Bobby Adams Co 
Kelly-Jackson Co 
Davis & Nelson 
Lee Marshall Rev 
Orpheum 
Ist half (9-11) 
Juliue Fuerst Co 
Corelli Sis 
Goss & Barrows 
Carney & Jean 
Jean Fuller Rev 
2d half (12-16) 
Bardelangs 
V O'Donnell Co 
Powers Wallace Co 
Buddy Doyle 
Helen Higgins Co 
State (9) 
4 Aces & Queen 
Bernard & Krans 
Bond & Trent 
Harry Burns Co 
Mosconis Co 


Victoria 
Ist half (9-11) 
LeRays 
Henry Frey 
Ketch & Wilma 
Williams & Clark 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
2d half (12-15) 
Julius Fuerst Co 
Helen Moretti 
Robinson & Pierce 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Signor Friscoe Bd 
BROOKLYN 
ford 
lst half (9-11) 
Brosius & Barton 


Ce 


Powers Wallace Co 
Watson Sisters 
London Palace Co 
(One to fill) 
BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
State (9) 
3 Harpers 
Seymour & Cunard 
4 Diamonds 
Norton & Brower 
Oscar Stang Orch 
CANTON, O. 
Loew's 


Ist half (9-11) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Stanley & Ginger 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Gitz Rice Co 
CLEVELAND, O. 

State (8) 
Aerial Smiths 
Schwartz & Cliff’rd 
Walter Walters Co 
Runaway 4 
Paul Tisen Orch 

COLUMBUS, QO. 

Broad (9) 
Chas Mc Goods Co 
Margie Coate 
Gaudschmith Bros 
Buck & Bubbles 
Local Follies 

CORONA, L. L 

‘Plaza 

Ist half (9-11) 
Billy & G Carmen 
Lorraine & Neal 
Kelly-Jackson Co 
Donovan & Lee 
Bert Collins Co 

2d half (12-15) 
Foley & Massimo 
Wilsons & Washb'n 
Vic Plant Co 
Harry Hines 


Garden of Roses 


and 
Sam Lyons. 


quick time. 


LYONS & LYONS’ 


Intimate Chats: 
Vaudeville 


For the best in vaude 
vaudfilm 
bookings see our Mr. 


time becomes closed in 


LYONS & LYONS 


PARAMOUNT BLOG NEW YORK 


house 
That open 
Drop in. 


Helen Moretti 
Nick & G Verga 
Old Gang 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-15) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Bernard & Henry 
Raymond Wilbert 
Faber Co 
Eddie Mayo Co 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (9-11) 
Bardelangs 
Bobby Adams Co 
Princeton & Yale 
Henry Fink 
Maker Redford Rv 
2d half (12-16) 
Elly Co 
Henry Frey 
Helen Honan Co 
Lil Fitzgerald Co 
Carnival & Venice 
Melba 


Ist half (9-11) 
Jack Wilson Co 
Tom Christian Bd 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (12-15) 
Bob Nelson Co 
Morris & Shaw 
Tom Christian Bd 
(Three to fill) 
Metropolitan (9) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Dolan & Gale 
Jocg McKay 
Wally Sharples Co 
Saul Brilliant Co 
McKee, O’C’nor Rv 

Oriental 


Ist half (9-11) 
Lady Barbaras Co 
Peronne & Oliver 
Harry Hines 
Melody Mansion 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-16) 
3 Webers 
Lila Campus 
Poor Old Jim 
Sparling & Rose 
Maker Redford Rv 

lace 


Ist half (9-11) 
Arnold & Dean 
Emil Boreo 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (12-16) 
Otto Oretto Co 
Walton & Brandt 
Old Gang 
(Two to fill) 

Premier 

Ist half (9-11) 
Nelson's Catland 
Trado 2 
Renard & West 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (12-18) 
LeRays 
Tower & Howard 
Golden Bird 
Princeton & Yale 


Robbins 3 


Helen Johns Co 


Audree Christie 


Rhoda _ Brushell 
Tivoli (2) 
‘Dancing Feet’ U't 


F Masters Rd 
George Jessel 
Vale & Stewart 
Richard Edwards 
Doris Ferris 


Oscard Co 

“Red Hair’ 
Uptown {[2) 

“Fast Mail” Unit 


Bennie Krueger Bd 

Thornton 

Roy Shelton 

Myrtle Gordon 

Eddie Hill 

Le Grohs 

Foster Co 

“Red Hair” 

BALTIMORE. MD. 
Century (2) 

Ted Claire 

Joe “Jackson 

Wainwright Sis 

Griffin & Rosette 

Max Co 

Allen Foster Rey 

‘Latest from Paris’ 


(9) 

“Hey Dey” Unit 
“The Crowd” 

New (2) 
Torre & Biviano 
Betty Morris 
“Blue Danuhe” 

Rivoli (2) 


“Texas Steer” 


WHEN 
PLAYING 
PHILADELPHIA 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 2225" 


TAILOR 


FINISH 
SATURDAY 


Del Delbridge Syn 
Eduard Werner 
Art Gutow 

Edgar Guest 

‘Chi After Midnite’ 


(7 
‘Roman Nights’ U’t 
Del Delbridge Bd 
EV'NSV’LLE, IND. 
Victory 
2d half (12-14) 
Sylvester & Worth 
S & B Ross 
Willie's Reception 
H'll’'gsw'd & C’wf'd 
Modern Flashes 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Palace (7) 
Ted Joyce 
Olivette 
Chester Hale Co 
Sim Moore & Ptnr 
Wells & Brady 
“Sorrell & Son” 
IRVINGTON 
Sanford (1) 
Buddy Page 
Ray Nichols Bd 
Ruth & Bernard 
Frankie Morris 
Madeline White 
Taps & Lubova 


Boulevard 
Ist half (9-11) 
Robbins 2 
Bryson 
Mary Haynes Ce 
Eddie Mayo Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (12-18) 
E & I Tindell 
Corelli Sis 
Ed D'Orsay Co 
Barron & Bennett 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
Commodore 
Ist half (9-11) 
Break’way Barlows 
Miles & Dunn 
B & H Skatelle 
Neilson & Warden 
Jarrow 
Romanoff Tr 
2d half (12-18) 
Jungleland 
Rollins & Fern 
Masters & Grayce 
Toney Grey Co 
Geo Morton 
June Honick Ce 
Delancey St. 
Ist half (9-11) 


Dalton & Weaver 


Tris Green 


Trado 2 
Dave Harris Ce 
Carney & Jean 
(One to fill) 
Greeley Sq. 

Ist half (9-11) 
Joe & W Hale 
Evelyn Cunn’gham 
Robinson & Pierce 
H Honan & Folks 
Barron & Bennett 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-15) 
Nelson's Catland 
Miller & Capmaa 
Wedding Ring 
Joe Herbert 
N & G Verga 
(One to fill) 


Lincoln 8q. . 

Ist half (9-11) 
Ed &I Tindell 
O’Pray & Dorothy 
Raymond Wilbert 
T DeValory Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-16) 
Conley 3 
Jack Housh Co 
B Swede Hall Co 
Buddy Walker Ce 


(One to fill) 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Grand (9) 
McDonald 3 
Frisch Rector & T 
Jack Janis Co 
Bedini Arthur Ge 
Ina Alcova Co 


Loew’s 

Ist half (9-11) 
Foley & Massimo 
Rollins & Fern 
Golden Bird 
Faber Co 
P Mansfield Rev 

2d half (12-15) 
Lady Barbaras Co 
Jean Joyson 
Goss & Barrow 
Captain Siack 
(One to fill) 


BIRM’GH’M, ALA, 
Loew's (9) 

3 Golfers 

Lydia Harris 

Frank Sinclair Co 

Frank Melino Co 

Flo Hedges Co 

BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (9) 

C & M Nelson 


Frank Braidwood 


DETROIT, MICH. 
State (9) 
Evans & Perez 
Ferris & Ellis 
Cartmell & Harris 
Demarest & Deland 
Night at Coney 


EVANSV’LE, IND. 
Tivoli 

Ist half (9-11) 
5 Maxellos 
Cynthia & Claire 
G Yeoman & Lizzie 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Parker-Babb Orch 

2d half (12-15) 
Sylvester & Worth 
Sam & B Ross 
Willie's Rev 
Hollingsworth & C 
Modern Flashes 
HOBOKEN, N. J. 


Lyric 
Ist half (9-11) 
Joe LaVeaux 
Tower & Howard 
Toney Grey Co 
Masters & Gracye 
4 Wordens 
2d half (12-15) 
E Cunningham 
Burt H Skatelee 
Jarrow 
Mighty Atom 
(One to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (9) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Edith Boh!man 
Cardiff & Wales 
Oscar Loraine 
Rainbow Revelries 
JAMAICA, L. L 
Hillside 
Ist half (9-11) 
Lohse & Sterling 
T & A Waldman 
Hal & H Langdon 
30b Nelson Co 
Signor Friscoe Bd 
2d half (12-15) 
Diaz Co 
Myrtle Boland 
Jack Wilson Co 
Mooney Ch'chill Rv 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (9) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Art Gillnam 
N & W St Clair 
Lew Kelly Co 
Freeborns Rev 
MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (9) 
Page & Class 
Smith & Strong 
Tin Types 
Royal Gascoignes 
Bronson & R Rev 
‘One to fill) 
NEWARK, N. J. 
State (9) 
Chas & L Gerard 
Odiva Co 
Bragdon Morrissey 
Barnett Tho’s Rev- 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (9) 
Hammer & H’mer 
Clark Morreld Co 
Andy & L Barlowe 
Collins & Peterson 
Casino De Paris 
NORFOLK, VA, 
State (9) 
Takewa Japs 
Billy G'ason 
Ruth Elder 
(Two to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Aldine A9) 
Violet Ray & N 
Konosan 
GS Fredericks Co 
Corbett & Barry 
Elsie & Paulsen Rv 
TORONTO, CAN, 
Loew’s (9) 
Emilons 
Hazel Crosby Co 
N Chick Haines Co 
Coulter & Rose 
Marvel Co 
WOODITVEN, L.I. 
Willard 


Ist half (9-11) 
Jungleland 
Bernard & Henry 
Edmond D'OrsayCo 
Sparling & Rose 
Dave Harris Co 

2d half (12-15) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Murray & Teonard 


Mary Haynes Co 
Bert Collins Co 
YONKERS, N. Y. 


w’s 
Ist half (9-11) 
3 Webers 
Wilsons & Washb’n 
Chase & Collins 


Johnny Berkes Ce 
Garden of Roses 
2d half (12-15) 
Billy Lamont 4 
Peronne & Oliver 
Renard & West 
Harry Breen 
Jean Fuller Rey 


Joeo—LEDDY 


JUST ROUTED 


HAMILTON SISTERS 
FORDYCE 


LOEW CIRCUIT 
Direction 


226 West 47th St. 


& SMITH—Ea 
Suite 901 


Pantages 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Newark (9) 

Lippell's Co 

(Others to fill) 


Ist half (9-11) 
Redford & Wallace 
Radiolegy 
Billy Gilbert 
Libby Rev 
(One to fill) 


TORONTO, CAN, 
Pantages (9) 
Harry Lewis Co 
(Others to fill) 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (9) 
Mary Zoeller Co 
Houlton & Whiting 
Paul Rahn 
Eddie White 
B'’way Nights 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Pantages (9) 
Paul Kodak Sis 
Dave & ‘Tressie 
Sh'nn'n & Coleman 
Empire 4 
Spoor & Parsons R 


TOLEDO, O. 
Rivoli (9) 
Aussie & Czech 
Ward & Patrick 
Jacks & Queens 
eon & Dawn 
iamese 2 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (9) 

Dorothy Lund 
Morris & Flynn 
C'gham & Bennett 
Roger & E Hurst 
Roundelay 
(One to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (9) 
Powell & Rinehart 

Fields & Cook 
Raymond Bond Co 
Jubal Earley 
DeSylvia’s Rev 


BUTTE, MONT. 
Temple (9) 

Cardinals 

Irving & Chaney 

Mabel Taliaferro 

Winchester & Ross 

Bud Synder Co 


SPOKANE, WASH. 
Paatages (9) 

Gloria DeVon Co 

Alice Melwille 

Cody 6 

Lord & Wills 

Havemann's Co 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (9) 
Kafak Stanley & M 
Lum & White 
Eleanor C Judd 
Mayo & Bobbe 
Memphis Coll 
VANCOUV’R, B. C. 
Pantages (9) 
Jutta Valey 
Carlena Diamond 
McDevitt Kelly & Q 
Burt & Rosedale 


TACOMA, WASH, 
Pantages (9) 
Herbert Bolt 3 
Billy Small 
Chas Gill 
Ray Hughes & P 
Dewey & Gold Rew 
PORTLAND, ORE, 
Pantages (9) 
McBanns 
Eddie Rogers 
Maurice Costello 
Mayme Gehrue 
Noodles Fagan 
Joe Fanton 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (9) 
Christie & Nelson 
Cosmopolitan 3 
Doram & Soper 
DeSylvia Rev 
Cliff Nazarro 
4 Kadex 
LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (9) 
Aeroplane Co 
Chas Willis 
Carol & James 
4 Flashes 
Eddie Foyer 
Parisian Rev 
SAN DIEGO, CAL 
Pantages (9) 
Floretty 3 
Hanson Sis 
Coffee Pot Dome 
Dotson 
Winehill & Briscoe 
Radio Fancies 
L’G BEACH, CAL, 
Pantages (9) 
Daner 
Bobby Van Horn 
Nordstrom & Hope 
Crisp Sis 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Agee’s Co 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (9) 
Ruloff & Elton 
Moran Kelo & R 
John Bowers 
Stanley & Birnes 
Karyl Norman 
OGDEN, UTAH 
Capitol (9) 
3 Blanks 
Dolores Lopez 
Marjah 
Huston Ray 
Marion & Dade 
Rev Thrique 
OMAHA, NEB, 
World (9) 
Perez & Marguerite 
Bert Swor 
Stepping Along 
Spencer & Williams 
Lelands 
KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (9) 
Nagyfys 
Siems 
Billy Goldie Rev 
Sully & Mack 
D'Andrea & W'lt’rs 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (9) 
Little Jim 
Jolly 4 
Caranas Barker 
Marcelle 


Brown & LaHart 


Sandy Lang 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILI 
American 

2d half (5-8) 

Gordon 3 

Spencer & Greene 

(Three to fill) 


Belmont 
2d half (5-8) 
Monti & Carmo 8 
Frances & Hume 
(Three to fill) 

Englewood 
2d half (5-8) 
Rodney & Gould 
(Others to fill) 
Majestic (2) 
Attebury & Gillum 
Michon Bros 
(Others to fill) 

Riveria 
2a half (6-8) 
Geo A Moore 
Ben Barton Co 
(Others to fill) 


KANSAS CITY 
Main St. (2) 
Louisville Loons 
Keo Taki & Toki 
Maidie & Tay 
Burt & Lehman 
(Two to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
2d half (5-8) 
B Hamilton Orch 
Bobby Jackson 
(Three to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Majestic (2) 
Dolores Orch 
Well & 4 Fays 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Burns Bros 
Tell Tales 
Marie Russell 
tobinson & Jewett 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ith St. (2) 
All Wrong 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. ¥. City 


DAVENPORT, IA. 
Capitol 

2d half (5-8) 

John Barry Co 

Monte & Lyons 

Van De Velde Tr 

Smith & Colton Co 

(Two to fill) 

DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 

2a half (65-8) 

Harrison & Dakin 

Manny King Co 

Art Henry 

Stubblefields 

(One to fill) 

IND. 


2d half (6-8) 
Joe May Co 
Iioward & Lina 
Green & Dunbar 


Chase & Collings 


(Twe to fill) 


Prince Tokio 
Chas Wilson Co 
TIbach’s Ent 
(Two to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL 
Palace 
2d half (5-8) 
6 Belfords 
B & J Brown 
(Three to fill) 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand (2) 
B & B Ross 
Jack George 
Farrar & McBride 
Paul Gordon 
2 Blossoms 


2a half (5-8) 
Peggy Mackechnile 
1 Arabian Knight 
Peg Wynne 


a2 Y 
8 
‘ , 
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_— 
Browns 
Ent 
giouxX CITY, IA, 
Orpheum 


80. BEND, IND. 
Pal 


ace 
2a half (6-8) 
Mongadors 
Robt Reilly Co 
(Three to 


ga half (5-8) | SpRINGE’D, IND. 
Gaston Palmer Orpheum 
2a half (65-8) 


alenos 
Montgomery Co 


(Three to fill) 


Interstate 


G & E Parks 
Billy House Co 
Mayo & Lynn 


Sid Gordon 
(Others to fill) 


LLO, TEX. 
ir 
ist half (9-11) 


e bill plays | Goin’ North 
Wichita Falls L’LE ROCK, ARK. 
2a half) Majestic 
fKeno & Green Ist half (9-11) 
thas Slim Timblin | Oliver & Crangle 


Francis Kennedy 
Ed & M Back 
Minor & Root Rey 
(One to fill) 

2a half (12-15) 
Joe St Onge 3 
Kennedy & Martin 
Lee Morse 
Amateur in London 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (9) 
Karlton Emmys Co) 


Loos Bros 
Jerome & Grey 
Welder Sis Rev 
AUSTIN, TEX. 
Hancock O. H. 
ist halt (9-11) 
Same bil) plays 
2a half) 
Bee Hee & Ruby’te 
J F Haney Co 
Zelda Santley 


Patsy Sweet 


Ray & Harrison 
Petite Rev 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (9) 
Claude De Car Co 
Gus Fowler 
Strains & Strings 
Reed & Lavere 
Skelly & Heit Rev 
SAN ANTONIO 
Majestic 
Ist half (9-11) 
(Same bill plays 
Waco 2d half) 
Bud Carlelle 


Monroe, 
Pine Bluff, 12; 
Shreveport, 13; 
Texarkana, 14) 

Tarellis Co 

Hap Hazard 

Gibbs 2 

Marie Vero 

A & M Havel 

BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Ritz (9) 

Groh & Piano H’ds 

Bartrum & Saxton 


THIS WEEK 
BROSIUS and BARTON 
Bay Ridge and Willard 

HAZEL CROSBY 

State, Buffalo 
GRACE EDLER and GIRLS 
Yonkers and Boulevard 


Direction 


CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 


Cahill & Wells 
Barry & Whitlege 
Seed & Austin 
Lottie Mayer Co 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (9) 
Alexander & Peggy 
Larry Stoutenberg 


Musical Consevat’y 
Weston & Lyons 
Harry Kahne 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (9) 
Jerome & Ryan 
Our Gang Co 
Chaney & Fox 
Frank Richardson 


5 Bracks Eddie Dale Co 
FT. ARK./ & Burrill 
dole (9) Rabe Egan Rev 


Oliver & Crangle 
Francis Kennedy 
Ed & M Beck 
Minor & Root Rev 
(One to fill) 


WICHITA, KAN, 
ist half (9-11) 


Kat Knaps 
Holly 
Richards & Church 
E Costello Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (12-15) 
Bonny ler Co 
Billy Hamilton Bd 
Burt & Lehman 
Pioneer Rev 
(One to fill) 


Kokin & Galetti 
Reynolds & White 
Rookie 
B & J Creighton 
Shuron & Duvries 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Mertini (9) 
Nolly Tate 


Orpheum 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (2) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Carl McCullough 
Murdock & Mayo 

Elsie Janis 
Les Gellis Tr 
A K Hall 
(Three to fill) 


Don Bestor Oren 
Barto & Mann 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheum (2) 
Billy Farrell Co 
Coward & Braddam 
Wendell Hal) 
Rattin’s Co 
Roye & Maye Rev 
Reynolds & Clark 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


Crawford & B Orpheum (2) 


Side Show Rich & Cherie 
3 VYagrants Conlin & Glass 
Helen M’Keller Co Larry Rich Orch 
Fred Allen Fulton & Mack 


Henry Regal Co 
(Two to fill) 
DENVER, COL, 
Orpheum (2) 
Walter McNally 


John & Mabley 

Ryan Sis 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Orpheum (2) 

Derickson & Brown 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Bet. 46th and 47th Sts. 
This Week: 


The MADCAPS, The REDDICK REVUE 


Ida May Chadwick 
(Others to fill) 
Mood & Duthers | St. Louis (2) 

to fill) Margaret Severn Co 
KANSAS CITY Lew Hearn Co 
Orpheum (2) Rill Robinson 

Arnaut Bros (Three to fit?) 
uma SAN FRANCISCO 


Harry Holman Co Golden Gate (2) 
Dick Henderson Du Callion 


Ned Wayburn’s Rv 


Toney & Norman } 
Tom Mix 


2195 Herbert Rawlinson 
3 Melvin Bros 
IOS ANGELES | Deno & Rochelle 
Hill Street (2) Brown & LaVelle 


Jac kie Collier Sis 
Naro Lockford Co 
Anderson Bros 


Countess Sonia Co 
Orpheum (2) 


Roy Cummings Alberta Lee co 
wae to fill) May Wirth Co 
Seymour & H Rev 
at Venita Gould 


Jack Benny 
SEATTLE, WASH. | 
Orphenom (2) 

Torino 

Tilyou & Rogers 
Margaret Steward 
Smith & Barker 
Ada Reeve 
Johnny Burke 

VW NCOUVER, B.C. 


Olsen & Johnson 

Jay Flippen 

Ray Cavanaugh Ba 

Cromwell Knox 

Nite at Paradoxy 

(One to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 

Palace (2) 
Jed Dooley Co 
4 Readings 


oe Leonard Co Orpheum (2) 

hree to fill) Will Aubrey 
MINNEAPOLIS Joe Mendi 
Hennepin (2) Lucille La Verne 


Rob Anderson Co 
Johnny Marvin 
Appollon (Co 
‘Three to fill) 
OAKLAND, CAL. 


Le Mason 

Olive Olsen 

(One to fill) 

WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Orpheum (2) 


R Orpheum «2) Edmonde & Grant 
Bayne Co Joe Howard 
Svans Weaver Yesterthoughts 


ardini 
©m Davies 3 


i Taby Wilson Co 
(Twe to fill) 


Kar! 


Keith-Western 


CLEVELAND, 0O. 
Read’s Hipp 
2d half (6-8) 
Trenneli 3 
Paul Brady 
Le Blane Co 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Grand Riviera (2) 
Hart’s Kate 
(Others to fill) 
Hollywood 
2a half (5-8) 
Sully & Thomas 
Agee & White 
(Three to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
2a half (5-8) 
Ford & Cunn’gham 
Cuckoo 
Walter Nilson 
(Two to fill) 
HAMMOND, IND. 
Parthenon 
2a half (2-4) 


Aurora 3 
(Others to fi)}) 


MUNCIE, IND, 
Wysor Grand 
2d half (65-8) 
Chisholm @& Breen 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Frackson 
(Two to fill) 
SANDUSKY, O. 
Sehade 
2a half (5-8) 
Ann Gold 
(Others to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, 0O. 


State 
2a half (5-8) 
2 Daveys 
(Others to fill) 


WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 

2a half (5-8) 
Deivey Sis 
Radiana 
Cooper & Clifton 
Bobby Randall 
(One to fill) 


Keith-Albee 


NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (2) 
Turner Bros 
Wilson & Dobson 
Pierson & Anders'n 
Keep Stepping Rev 
Chester 
2a half (5-8) 
Behind the Wall 
Halstead & Daniels 
Burns & Kane 
Besser & Balfour 
Clark & Casler 
Coliseum 
2d half (5-8) 
Snoozer Jr 
Edith Meiser 
Sid Marion Co 
Hackett Rev 
(One to fill) 
8Ist St. 
2a half (5-8) 
Ewing Eaton 
Roger Imhoff 
Yates & Lawley 
Joe Browning 
(One to fill) 
$6th St. 
2a half (5-8) 
Jean LaCrosse 
Talking Auto 
Jack Conway Co 
Battery to Bronx 
Keep Stepping 
5th Ave. 
2d half (5-8) 
Gaffrey & Miller 
Hunter & Perciva) 
Fashion Rev 
(Two to fill) 
Fordham 
2a half (65-8) 
Murray & Irwin 
McLaughlin & E 
Brennan & Rogers 
Hughes & Holbrook 
(One to fill) 
Franklin 
2@ half (5-8), 
Moran & Weiser 
Miller & Corbett 
3 Sailors 
(Two to fill) 
Hamilton 
2d half (5-8) 
Gilbert & French 
Harriet & Hamilt’n 
Healy & Cross 
Fisher & Hurst 
(One to fill) 
Hippodrome (2) 
Del Ortos 
Ghezzis 
Happiness Co 
Wilson Bros 
Chag Withers Rev 
Fred Kinsley 
Jefferson 
2a half (5-8) 
Shean & Cantor 
Little Billy 
Norman & Norman 
(Two to filly 
25th St. 
2d half (65-8) 
Rhodes & Gorman 
O'Neil & Oliver 
Lew White Co 
Burns & West 
Flo Meyers Ba 
Palace (2) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Parisian Redheads 
Trixie Friganza 
James Barton 
J & K Lee 
Nance O'Neil 
Lupino Lane 
Mary Mang Co 
ance Rev 
(9) 
Eugene O'Brien Co 


Shean & Canter 
Nat Ayer 
Weaver Bros 


(Three to fill) 
Regent 

2a half (5-8) 
Putnam & Bay 
Sen Murphy 
Clown Prince Rev 
(Three to fill) 

Riverside (2) 
Kayre & Sayre 


Dear Tittle Rebel 

Mel Klee 

Ella Shields 

Morton & Stout 

Elliot Dexter 

Bert Gordon 

Nancy Decker 
Royal 

2a half (5-8) | 


Murray & Irwin 
Joe Young Co 
(Three to fill) 
CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 
2a half (5-8) 
Ed Wilson Co 
Dixon & Morelli 
Norman Phillips Jr 
Jack Goldie 
Dance Etchings 
FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 
2d half (518) 
Kazana 
So! Gould Co 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (2) 
Ersie & Ayres 
Harry Conley 


Lawton 
Blue Slickers 
Monoxolists 
Hiearst Kros 
Hiarry Wolf 
Bushwick 
2a half (5-8) 
Chappel & Carlton 
(Others to fil!) 
Flatbush 
half (5-8) 
& Cress 


2d 


Wyeth & Winn 
Layton & May 
W & J Mandel) 
(One to fill) 


Greenpoint 
2a half (5-8) 
Naney Decker 
Mareitta Craig 
Bertr’ad & Ralston 
(Two to fill) 
Madison 
2a half (5-8) 
Monroe & Grand 
J & R Hayes 
Krugel & Robels 
Brown Derby Orch 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
2d half (5-8) 
Mme Herrmann 
Lyle & Lapine 
Show Off 
Hemry & F'’nsw'rth 
Dance A La Carte 


Prospect 
2a half (5-8) 
Canary Opera 
Stillwell & Fraser 
Plant & Galvin Co 
June & Joe 
Morris & Shaw 
Lockett & Page Co 
AKRON, O. 
Pakace 
2a half (6-8) 
Bury’s Co 
Pat Henning 
Eugene O’Brien 
Ray & Dot Dean 
Lovenberg Sis & N 
Wade Booth 
ALBANY, N. Y. 
Hermanus Hall 
2d half (6-8) 
Lewis & Lewis 
(Others to fill) 
Proctor’s 
2a half (5-8) 
James Pierott Co 
Leslie & Vanderg’ ff 
Harry Jolson 
Nelson’s Co 
(One to fill) 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Colonial 
2a half (5-8) 
Teck Murdock Co 
7 Steppers 
Geo D Lama 
W & L Kauffman 
Nan Halperin 
ALTOONA, PA, 
Mishler 
2a half (5-8) 
Bob Capron Co 
Liaswed Tr 
Goetz & Duffy 
Vie Laurie 
(One to filly 
ASBURY, PARK 
Union St. 
2a half (5-8) 
C & L Fondell 
Pauline Saxon 
Sailor Boy 
Clayton & Newman 
Betty Barto Co 
ASHTABULA, O. 
Palace 
2a half (5-8) 
Corinne Co 
(Others to fill) 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Earle 
2d half (5-8) 


B & M Ryan 
Martells 
Spooks 
Crafts & LaMont 
Banjoland 
AUBURN, N. Jd. 
Jefferson 

2a half (5-8) 
Jerry Co 
(Others to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Hippodrome (2) 
Earl Rial Rev 
Antim & Vale 
Work & Estelle 
Philson & Duncan 
Palmer & Huston 
New Gardens (2) 
Howard's Co 
Seott Saunders 
Henry Santrey Bd 
H & A Seymour 
Mays & Burt 
Olyn Landricg 
Estelle Fratus 
(Two to fill) 
BAYONNE, N. Jd. 


Keith's 

2a half (5-8) 
Broken Toys 
High Tower 3 


Highte & Reflow 
F & T Sabini 
Flapper Co 
BEAVER FALLS 


Regent 
2a half (5-8) 
F & M Stanley 
B & A DeVere 
Naida Miller Co 
(Two to fill) 
BINGH’MT’N, N.Y. 
Binghamton 
2d half ¢5-8) 
Neptune 5 
James Conklin Co 
(Three to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Gordon's Olympia 
(Scotlay Sq.) (2) 
Redmond & Wels 
J Murphy 
Boganny Tr 
«Others to Any 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Wash, St.) (2) 
Art Astel Co 
Doles 
Revel Bros & Red 
(Others to 
New Boston (2) 
Yau! Co 


Sandy & Douglas 
Murray Girls 
Ashley Paige 
(Two to fill) 


BRADFORD 
Bradford 

2d half (5-8) 
Rose's Midg 

(Others to fill) 


BRIDGEPORT, CT, 
Palace 
2a half (5-8) 
Family Album 
Glad Moffatt 
Roscoe Ails Co 
© Orleys 
(One to fill) 
Poli’s 
2a half (6-8) 
Gilded Cage 
Jack Danger 
Cash Mack Co 
Buddy Doyle 
Raccooners 
BUFFALO, N. 
Hippodrome 
2d half (6-8) 
Tabor & Green 
Jack Hanley 
(Others to fill) 
CAMDEN, N. Jd. 
Tower's 
2a half (5-8) 
Allen & See 
Nat Burns 
Cardo & Nol) 
Miller & Mack 
Josephine Josephs 
CANTON, O. 


Palace 

2a half (5-8) 
Geo Deormonde 
Fulton & Parker 
Patricola 
Eugene Costello 
Coram 
CH’LESTON, W. V. 


Kearse 
2a half (5-8) 
W & N Nelson 
Plunket & Mason 
Anthony & Rogers 
Homer Lind Co 
«One to fill) 
OCINCINNATI, QO. 
A (2) 


Paviey Ork Rev 
Frolic 4 


GERM’'NT’WN, PA, 
Orpheum 
2a half (5-8) 
Will Morris 
California Hawks 
Jewel! & Rita 
Rose & Thorne 
Will Ward 
(One to fill) 
GLENS F’LS, N. Y¥. 
alto 
2a half (65-8) 
Hermanos Williams 
(Others to fill) 
GL’V’RSV'LE, N.Y. 
Glove 
(6-8) 
Zubn & Zuhn 
McDonalds 
Brooks & Blanks 
Roisman's Rev 
Bee Jong 
G. RAPIDS, MICH. 
Ramona Park 
2d half (5-5) 
Ushers 
Rae Samuels 
Jones & Hull 
Sayman McG & C 
Valencia 
(One to fill) 
GREENF'LD, PA. 
Victoria 
half (5-8) 
Thos Ryan Co 
(Others to fill) 
HACKENS’K, 
Keith's 
2a half (5-8) 
Rose & Salisbury 
Hewitt & Lee 
May Gilman Co 
Wayne McVery Co 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol 
2d half (5-8) 
Emmett & King 
Sinclair & Ford 
Raidant 3 
Alman Neilson Co 
Homer Romaine 
HORNELL, N. Y¥. 
Shattuck’s 
2a half (5-8) 
Marty & Nancy 
Kerry's Co 
(Three to fill) 


NEW ENGLAND 


Sixty Theatres in New England, includ- 


ing Sundays, 
‘Presentations” 
booked by 


Split Weeks, Full Weeks, 
and 


Cabarets, are 


WALTERS, DENISH & FRISCO 
306 Stuart Street, Boston, Mass. 
Phone Hancock 2666 


B & E Newell 
Wilfred Du Bois 
(One to fill) 
Palace (2) 
Bob Hall 
Ethel Davis 
Knor Rella Co 
Foley & Latour 
J & J McKenna 
St Clair Sis & O’D 
Chita Co 
CLARKSB’G, W.V. 
Robinson Grand 
2d half (5-8) 
Penman & Page 
Lane & Lee 
Anderson & Graves 
Weaver Bros 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND, O. 
Palace (2) 
John Steele 
Max Fisher Orch 
Lang & Haley 
Allen & Canfield 
Dorothy Byton Co 
Fashion Co 
105th St. (2) 
Harry Carroll Rev 
In thegGym 
Ken Murray 
Ann Greenway 
(Two to fill) 
COLUMBUS, @O. 
Keith’s 
2a half (5-8) 
Zimmy 
McGrath & Travers 
Jaston & Andree 
Harrington Sis 
Morris & Campbell 
Edw Lambert 
DAYTON, O. 
Keith’s 
2d half (5-8) 
Church & Richards 
Clifford & Marion 
Beliecilaire Bros 
Lee Gail Rev 
Rogers & Wynne 
DETROIT. MICH. 
Temple (2) 
Arthur Petley 
Harry Holmes 
Niles & Minsfield 
Coie & Snyder 
Hickey & Massart 
Uptown 
2a half (6-8) 
Butler & Parker 
Alex Santos 


HUNT’GTON, W.V. 
Orpheum 
2a half (5-8) 
Madge Maitland 
Delaney C & C 
Maddock's Co 
Osaka Co 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
ieith’s 
2d half (5-8) 
Ray Vaughn 
T & R Romaine 
Spotlight Rev 
Mack Rossiter 
3 Taketas 
ITHACA, N. Y. 
Strand 
2a half (5-8) 
Sheldon Heft & L 
(Others to fill) 
JAMEST’WN, N.Y. 
Shea’s 
2a half (5-8) 
Frank Viola Co 
Ken Howell's Co 
Local 
Memories 
Broadus Earle 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
2d half (5-8) 
Harmon & Sands 
Frank Farron 
Treasureland 
(Two to fill) 
JOHNSTOWN, PA. 
Majestic 
2a half (5-8) 
4 Caddies 
Gibson & Price 
Joseph Totten Co 
M & A Clark 
Pastimes Rev 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Colonial 
2a haif (5-8) 
Sommers 2 
Tiupan Rev 
Shaefer & Bernice 
Fantasies Rev 
(One to fill) 
L’WR’NCE, MASS. 
Empire 
2a half (5-8) 
Shamrocks & T 
(Others to fill) 
LIMA, 
Keith’s 
2a half (6-8) 
Ben Smith 


Flo Lewis 

Frank Conville 

EAST LIBERTY 
Sheridan Sq. 
2a half (6-8) 

Hayes & May 


Bert Sloan 
Oxford 4 
Ada Brown 
Wm Sabbott Cp 
KASTON, PA. 
State 
2a half ¢5-8) 
Cecil & Van 
Ann & Frank 
John Ellicott Rev 


(Two to fil 


1) 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 
City 


2d haif «6-8) 
Watson's Co 
Pozo Snyder 
Siyall Bowhan Co 
Ganllerin: Sis 
(One to fill) 

ELMIRA, N. Y¥. 
Majestic 

8d half (5-8) 
Arthur Whitelaw 
Kerry s Rev 
Shaduwgraph 
Marty & Nancy 
(One to fill) 

ERIE, PA. 

Erie (2) 


Hentell & Gould 
Joe Darcy 
Tillis & LaRue 
(One to fill) 
FAIRMONT, W.Y. 
Fairmont 

2d half (5-8) 
Princess Wahletka 
Cos 


Geliis 
(Three to fill) 


LOCKPORT, N. Y. 
Palace 
2a half (6-8) 


Fantastica 
(Others to fill) 
L’'G BRANCH, NJ. 
Broadway 
9a half (5-8) 
C & M Nelson 
Warner & Werner 
Shelton Brooks 
Chilines 
(One to fill) 
LOUISVILLE, 
Keith’s 
2a half (5-8) 
Yong Kee Tr 
Janet of France 
Nick Lucas 
Fountain of Dance 
(One to fill) 
LOWELL, MASS. 
Keith's 
2d haif (5-8) 
Montrose & 
Amac Co 
Linton's Rev 
Joan & ‘Tennyson 
Bottomlee & Irving 
MANSFIELD, QO. 
Madison 
2a half (5-8) 
Fio Mayrtieid 
Farell Taylor Co 
(Three to fill) 
M’KEESPORT, PA. 
Hippodrome 
2a haif (6-8) 
Paris Fashions 
5 Jansleys 
(Three to fill) 
MONTREAL, CAN. 
Princess (2) 
Guy Vovyer 
J Barry Co 
Clara Howard 


KY. 


EKdna White 4 
O’Brien & J'phine 
Yvonne & Victor 
MORRIST'N, N. J. 
Lyon's Park 
2a half (5-8) 
Bryants 
Smith & Boater 
(Three to fill) 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 
Prospect 
2a half (5-8) 
Fashion Show 
(Others to fill) 
NASHV'LE, TENN. 
Princess (2) 
London Paris & NY 
Louise Glaum 
Ann Clifton 
Falis Read & B 
Telack & Dean 
NEWARK, N. J. 
Proctor’s 
2a half (5-8) 
Orvilie Stamm Co 
Lorma Worth 
Frankel & Dynlev’y 
Peter 
(One to fill) 
N. BDR'NSW'K, N.d. 
State 
2a half (5-8) 
Teller Sis & Ack'd 
Wilton & Weber 
(Three to fill) 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. 
Academy 
2d half (5-8) 
Del Sis & T'pkins 
Frisini 
Jack Fairbanks 
Val Harris Co 
Laverne & Fales. 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace 
2d half (5-8) 
Paula Loran Co 
Lillyn Brown Co 
Barton & Raven 
Colonia! 6 
Jack Clifford 
N. LONDON, CT. 
Capitol 
2a half (5-8) 
Dolley & Sales 
Clevel’a & Dowrey 
(Three to fill) 


NEW ROCHELLE 
Proctor’s 
2a half (5-8) 


John LeClair 
Francis & Wally 
(Three to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
2a half (5-8) 
Steve Mack Co 
Texas 4 
Genaro Co 
Emery Co 
(One to fill) 
OTTAWA, CAN. 
Keith’s 
2a half (5-8) 
Ernest Hiatt 
Hubert Kinney Rev 
(Three to fill) 
PASSAIC, N. J. 
New Montauk 
2a half (5-8) 
Bozo Snyder 
Flapper Rev 
Fred Hemm Cp 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Majestic 
2a half (5-8) 
Harry Garland 
Williams & Sweet 
Friscoe Orch 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Broadway 
2a half (5-8) 
Bicknell 
Kelly & Brown 
Fraser Hammond 
Bernard & Suzanne 
Midget Rev 
(One to fill) 
Cross Keys 
2d half (5-8) 
Kinaids 
May & Kildriff 
McCall Keller Co 
Marion Ginmey 
Bobby Heath Co 
(One to fill) 
Earle (2) 
Wilson Aubrey $3 
Burns & Wilson 
Nazimova 
Diehl Sis & McD 
Ted Weems Bd 
Grand O. H. 
2d half (5-8) 
Stanley Unit 
(Others to fill) 
Keith's (2) 
Mays Burt & Finn 
Any Family 
Norwood & Hall 
Syd Moorehouse 
Vanessi Co 
Harris & Van 
Sterlings 
(One to fill) 
Nixen (2) 
Wolfe & Jerome 
Kody & Wilson 
Leland & St. Clair 
Hal Neiman 
Echoes of Spain 
PITTSBURGH 
Davis (2) 


Caites Bros® 
Rhea & Santura 
Cortini 
Jean Adaira 
Claude & Marion 
(One to fill) 
Harris (2) 
Storey & Lee 
Joe Daniels 
Local 
Willie Roller 
Papker & Joyce 


Jack Russell Co 
PLAINFIELD, NJ. 
Proctor’s 
2a half (65-8) 
Kenney Gibson & F 

Talen & Meritt 
Lew Hunting 
Wedding of Maritza 
(One to fill) 

PLATTSBURG 

Strand 

2d half (5-8) 
Kaufman & K'fm'n 
Heed-Hooper Rev 
(One to fill) 
PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith's 

2a half (65-8) 
Marty Dupree 
(Others to fill) 
PORTMOLTH, 0O. 


Leroy 
2d half (65-8) 
3 Arnims 


30b Rowland Co 
Coakley & Held 
Elizabeth Soiti Co 
(One to fill) 
POLGHKEEPSIB 
Bardavon 
2d half (5-8) 
Murry Tarlton 
Duponts 
Lingerie Shop 
Stanley & Ch MPman 
Oakes & Delour 
PROVIDENCE. KUT. 
Albee (2) 
4 of Us 
Vernon 
«Juree to fill) 


QUEBEC, CAN, 
Keith's 
2a half (5-8) 
McCool & Doolan 
Janet Kippen Bd 
Hooper Rev 
(Two to fill) 


READING, PA, 


ah 
2d half (5-8) 
Seebacks 
Elida Rev 
Jeanie 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Kemper & Bayard 
(One to fill) 
RED BANK, N. J. 
Palace 
2d half (5-8) 
Tom McAuliffe 
MeCart & Dunedin 
Bobbe & hing 
Carnival 
«One to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA. 
Lyrie (2) 
I B Hamp Co 
American Beauties 
Raymond Pike 
Lane & Harper 
Cervo & Moro 
ROCH’STER, N. Y¥. 
Temple 
2d half (5-8) 
Tex MeLeod 
J & M Harkins 
Family Ford 
Lucas & Lillian 
(One to fill) 
SARATOGA SP’GS 
Congress 
2d half (5-8) 
Francis Hart Co 
(Others to fill) 
SCHENECTADY 


Palace 
2d half (5-8) 
Just We 4 


Senna & Dean 
Fitz & Murphys 
Arnolds. & Fox Rev 
{One to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, 0O. 
Palace 

2a half (5-8) 
Pieriert & Scofield 
Hall & Moore 
Walsh & Ellis 
Record Co 
Dictators 


STEUBENV’LE, 
Capitol 


ap 
2d haif (5-8) 
Casson Bros & 
Clark Sis 
Corner Drug Store 
Roxy La Rocca 
Hong King Tr 
(One to fill) 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith's 
2a half (6-8) 
Polly & Oz 
Honey Tr 
Bernivici Orch 
McKay & Ardine 
Bernice Claire 
Cliff & Radcliffe 
TERRE HAUTE 
Keith’s 


2d half (5-8) . 
Inez & Dewin 
Upham Whitney Rv 
(Three to fill) 

TOLEDO, O. 

Keith’s 

2d half (5-8) 
Hurst & Vogt 
Bordner & Boyer 
Radiana 
(Three to fill) 

TORONTO, CAN, 

Hippodrome (2) 
Maddock’s Co 
Sampsel & Lenhart 
Adele Verne 
Alf Loyal’s Co 
Keldso & DuMonde 
TRENTON, N. Jd. 

Capitol 

2d half (6-8) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Jeannette Childs 
Lehr & Belle 
Walter Hiers 
Gladys Delmar Rv 

TROY, N. Y. 

Proctor’s 

2a half (5-8) 
Nathan & Sully 
Baily & Phil 
Kenny Karvet 
Rome & Gant 
Verna Rathburne 3 
(One to fill) 
UNION CITY, N.Jd. 

Capitol 

2d half (5-8) 
Green & Parker 
Haven McQ’arrieCo 
Dave Ferguson 
Stickney’s Cir 
(One to fill) 


CA, 
Galety 
2d half (5-8) 
Lauren & LeDaire 


Hart & Devine 
Ferry Corwey 
Wall & Deeds 
Les Klicks 
WASH’'GTON, 
Keith’s (2) 
Julia Rooney €o 


D.C. 


M Sunshine Co 
Claire Vincent 
Geo Beatt 

Lydell & Hoggins 


Howard's Co 
WARREN, O. 
Robbins 
2d half (5-8) 

Bison City 4 
Hanlon Bros Co 
(Three to fill) 
WATERBURY, CT. 
Palace 


2a half 5-8) 
Rey Sis 
Mae Mack 
J B Stanley Co 
Hickey Bros 


Johnny Mack Co 
WATERT'N, N. ¥. 


Avon 
2d half (5-8) 
Hope Vernon 
Dashington's Co 
(Three to fill) 4 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
2d half (5-8) 
3 Rah Rahs 
Will Fyffe 


Alexander & Olson 
(Two to fill) 
WILM’GT’'N, DEL. 


Garrick 
2a half (5-8) 
Palmero’s Co 
Suzanne & Chaz 


Chas Marchall 
Walter Brower 
Clarence DowneyCo 
W’NSOCKET, I. 
sijou 
2d haif (5-8) 
Thos Ryan Co 
Lekavor & Pierce 
(Three to fill) 
W'RCO'’ST’R, MASS. 
Palace 
2d° ha (5-8) 
Fiay Marsh & Hi 
Montan 
Joe Marka Co 


Frank Silk YOUNGSTOWN, QO, 


Memories of Opera Keith-Albee 
YONKERS, WN, Y. za@ half (5-8) 
Proctor's MeLelian & Sarah 
2a halt «5-8) Gerald Griffin 
Mareus Rev Ryan & LBoblette 
(Others to fill) (Three to fill) 


SURE-SEAT CIRCUITS 


(Continued from page 1) 


lem and sufficient supply for the 50 
or 60 new proposed houses is net 
available, 

Both new groups to send 
bookers abroad to line up product, 
Mindlin has already sent an ad- 
vance man to Paris, anticipating 
the competitive buying shortly to 
follow. 


These houses, usually located on 
side streets, playing pictures the 
general movie fan public has al- 
ready seen or does not care to see, 
are usually a safe bet for the class 
of trade not caring to line up in 
front of a box office for non- 
reserved tickets. The reserved seat 
theory without the necessity of 
buying in advance is the means 
through which these operators have 
been more or less successful. 

In New England, a sure-seat cir- 
cuit has been in formation for the 
past six months, each theatre being 
financed separately, on the prin- 
ciple of catering to the reserved seat 
element, 


are 


Why Sure-Seat 

The entrance of two new chains 
may result in higher rentals for for- 
eign made productions or it may 
force some of the houses to buy 
from local independent producers in 
preference. 

Among the latest planning opera- 
tion of sure-seat houses is West 
Coast Theatres. Miss P. Doran, 
formerly public relations counsel for 
Pathe, has left for the West Coast 
to start one of the W. C. houses in 
Los Angeles on its sure-seat way. 

As the “art” term does not fit 
these small hybrid picture houses, 
the sure-seat description will be em- 
ployed until a better one is thought 
of. A draw in connection with the 
sure-seaters is that one is always 
sure of a seat in them, 


SAVING THE DRAMA 


(Continued from page 1) 


board, three to five committeemen 
from each organization—managers, 
Equity and the Authors’ League 
(Dramatists), This United Theatre 
Board, as it may be called, will be 
composed of between nine and 16 
members, with alternates. The 
board is to have its own constitue 
tion, and may be supported by 
assessments from each organiza« 
tion. 


It is believed that such a working 
committee or board will achieve 
beneficial results since its funce 
tions will have no part in contro- 
versial matters which might crop 
up between the three present asso- 
ciations. There is plenty else to 
keep the board busy, such asthe ree 
moval of the admission tax, the 
modification of the Wales padlock 
(N. Y.) bill and the safeguarding 
of the theatre against hostile legis- 
lation. 

In the past several years it was 
brought to attention in a num- 
ber of instances that the stage has 
not been successful in fending off 
hostile legislation because’ those 
who protested could not show they 
were entirely representative of the 
theatre, 

Bringing Back “Road” 

Perhaps the most important funce 
tion of the United Board will be 
a unified effort to retrieve the 
country for the legitimate theatre, 
Whether traveling repertory come 
panies are to be tried is to be dee 
termined, but along other lines than 
heretofore. Activities for the ree 
vival of the road may be experi- 
mental, but it is believed that guare 
antees can be gotten similar to the 
plan now being successfully oper- 
ated by the Theatre Guild. 

Propaganda favoring the legit 
theatre is another angle and one 
which has been passed up by show- 
men because of lack of organizae 
tion. Managers, actors and authors 
agree the American theatre cannot 
as now constituted, for 
Friday's session is 
fruitful. The idea 


KO along 
which reason 
expected to be 


of a United Board was broached 
several years ago, but was kicked 
over by managerial lagrardness. 
That united action {s imperative, 
however, appears to have finally 
trickled through the theatrical 
field, 
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TIMES SQUARE 


San Francisco, Los Angeles and 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


Annual yarn introducing the cir- 
cus engagement at the Garden was 
a novelty this year. The Ringlings 
hired horses to do the hauling from 
Jersey City—300 of ‘em—and the 
story was built up on the timely 
snbject of how they collected that 
many animals in the motorized met- 
ropolitan district. 

But it doesn’t make any difference 
how good the spring circus story is, 
nobody writes them like Frank 
Ward O'Malley did on the old “Sun.” 
One year O'Malley did the opening, 
turning out an even column of com- 
ment, all of it reflecting the opinion 
of “Buddy” Williams, press agent 
for the Ringling Bros’ show, and 
affected to regard the Barnum outfit 
as an inferior “No. 2” company. 
Never was a circus opening story 
like it before, and there hasn't been 
one since. 


John Ringling seized a display 
head in the “Times” just about the 
time the circus got into town, by 
buying thousands of dollars’ worth 
of antiquities at a sale in the Met- 
ropolitan Museum. Most of them 
are 3,000-year-old sculptures and 
pottery from Cyprus, which are to 
go into a museum the Ringlings are 
putting up in Sarasota, Fla, 


“The Scarlet Fox” is Willard 
Mack's 62d play, and he has com- 
pleted his 63d, called “Fancy Work.” 


Gilbert Miller, on his return from 
abroad, said he had obtained a lease 
on the Lyric, London. He already 
manages the St. James in the Brit- 
ish capital in association with Sir 
Gerald Du Maurier. 


Arguments will be heard today on 
an application to examine Murray 
Phillips before trial of his suit 
against Eleanor Boardman on a 
claim of $4,720 commissions on a 
contract. Nathan Burkan, for the 
picture star and wife of King Vidor, 
said he wanted to ask the agent if 
he has a theatrical license. 


Nora Bayes’ estate will amount to 
$150,000, it was disclosed in the 
legal formalities. Entire net estate 
will be divided between the late 
aceress’ three adopted children. 


University Film Foundation, 11 W. 
42d street, gave out details of its 
plan produce a large number of 
educational pictures to be used in 
school and college work, having ob- 
tained the co-operation of Harvard. 
Films for elementary class work in 
botany, physics, geology and the like 
will first be made, Later the Foun- 
dation proposes to go into practi- 
cally all fields of learning, 


The Allens-“Peaches” controver- 
sy continued to rage in the tab- 
loids, with Allen publishing formal 
notice he would not be responsi- 
ble for the debts of his mate. 


The marriage many months ago 
of Josef Hofmann, noted pianist, 
and Betty Short, one of his former 
pupils and 21 years old, same age 
as Hofmann’s daughter, was dis- 
closed. Musician said he had kept 
it secret in order to spare his di- 
voreced wife the publicity. He is 
52. 


Edna Leedom, newly married to 
Frank Doelger, son of millionaire 
brewer, was served with papers in 
$250,000 alienation suit by Mrs. 
Doris Knapton Endor, who charges 
the actress with intimacy with her 
husband “Chick” Endor, from whom 
she obtained a divorce not long ago. 

A private showing of “Dawn,” 
British made picture, was given at 


the Paramount before an invited 
audience, New York censors 
viewed the film, brought to this 


country by Arch Selwyn, but have 
not yet filed their findings. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


John Losas, 23, musician of Pitts- 
burg, Cal., was sentenced to 30 days 
when found guilty of stealing a 
saxophone, 


Alexander Helf, alleged to have 
operated a horse racing “dope 
sheet” scheme, was cited by police 
to come into court and explain a 
charge of J, T. Cummings that he 
and seven or eight others had been 
bilked out of from $20,000 to $25,- 
000 by the alleged swindle. Helf 
claims his own loss totaled $7590. 


Mabel George, formerly at the 
Follies cafe, and “the girl in the 
case” in a recent murder here, is 
being guarded by police following 
several underworld threats. Frank 
Rapp, beer garden owner and 
friend of the girl, was shot as he 
emerged from the Follies cafe. Pete 
Dallas, gambler, bootlegger and ex- 
con, confessed to the _ shooting, 
which he said followed an argu- 
ment over the girl. 


Mrs. Evelyn Leard, wife of “Wiid 
Bill’ Leard, former manager of the 


Mission (Coast League) baseball 
club, attempted suicide following a 
quarrel with her husband, police 
reported. 


Board of works and the Civic Cen- 
ter architectural board have taken 
up discussion of plans to mask the 
blank wall of Pantages’ theatre. 
Rear and side faces on Civic Center. 
An ornamental facade will be 
erected. 


Peggy Bond, 31, radio pianist, 
drank poison while visiting an aunt 
here. She will recover. 


“Dr.” Orlando Edgar Miller, lec- 
turer on psychology, recently in- 
dicted here for alleged fraudulent 
sale of stock of the defunct Rellimeo 
Film Corp., arrested in Vancouver, 
B. C., and will be held, pending out- 
come of a board of i uiry. 


Wm. E. Riker, “former “fisher of 
men,” who headed until recently a 
religious cult in the Santa Cruz 
mountains, was arrested in Alameda 
ona bench warrent, He is charged 
with failing to answer a subpoena 
demanding his presence as a wit- 
ness in the trial of Evelyn Rosen- 


crantz, his fermer secretary, who 
faces a bad check charge. 
Northern California  hi-jackers 


now use handcuffs in their opera- 
tions. Three of them raided the 
ranch of V. D.° Maggiore, 65, near 
San Jose, and robbed the place of 
$10,000 in wine. MHi-jackers then 
handcuffed Maggiore and kidnaped 
him, taking him 25 miles away be- 
fore turning him loose. 


CHICAGO 


Hollywood Barn, night club, was 
closed foreone year by a permanent 
injunction issued in Federal Judge 
Baltzell’s court. At the time of 
issuing the order the court refused 
to dismiss contempt proceedings 
against Thomas McCarthy and John 
Horn, proprietors. 


Frank P., VanValkenburgh is in 
New York protesting the will of his 
brother, Chester Devonde, . actor- 
playwright, who left an estate in 
excess of $10,000 to Edna Bennett, 
actress. VanValkenburgh claims 
his brother was of unsound mind. 


Louis Moteff, flortst, well known 
in local theatrical circles, was 
awarded $400 compensation by a 
jury in Superior Court for injuries 
suffered when he unjustly 
beaten and jailed by a police ser- 
geant. Moteff sued for $50,000, but 
settled for the amount of doctor 
and dentist bills. 


Closing ‘date -of the Drama 
League's playwrighting contest has 
been extended to Sept. 1. 


Tom Mix will be at the Palace 
(vaude) week of April 29. 


Giovanni Zoccolo, Italian fortune 
teller, committed suicide at his 
home here. The day before Zoccolo 


told clients that a great tragedy 
was coming into his life. 


“Fly-by-Night” is the title of the 
show coming to the Cort theatre 
April 15. It is the first joint pro- 
duction by John Golden and Edgar 


Selwyn. Gladys Hilburt, Thomas 
Mitchell and Lois Shore included 
in cast. 


Max Gabel is due here this week 
to officiate at the opening of the 
Logan Square theatre, under direc- 
tion of the newly formed chain of 
Jewish theatres. Gabel will not 
only act as the theatre's executive, 
but will star in ‘Her Mother's Wed- 
ding Gown.” 

Wreckers are demolishing the old 
Rienzi garden, more recently known 
as the Rendezvous cafe. Site will 
be occupied by a new 12-story store 
and office building. 


Charles J. Tietzel, proprietor of 
a local theatrical scenic studio, is 
a candidate for nomination as Con- 
gressman for the Third Congres- 
sional District. 


Frank Behring of the Hotel Sher- 
man, home of the Collage Inn, is 
offering $100 a week to the first 
non-professional girl who qualifies 
as a song-and-dance single for the 
inn, 


College Players, of Galesburg, IL, 
have converted the college library 
and chapel into a little theatre, 


Chicago’s Film Guild, headed by 
Edith Rockefeller McCormick, has 


selected “Dream Street" and “Cabi- 
net of Dr. Caligari”’ for the week’s 
attractions at thc Mindlin Play- 
house. 

Mae Murray's agents will have to 
go to a civil court if they desire to 
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Accidental 


One of the most popular eat- 
ing places in the Times Square 
area—the place where most of 
the actor-press agent crowd 
dines—has service that's acci- 
dental. 

So much so that more than 
one guy has gotten tired of 
waiting for the check and 
walked. 

Accidental, too. 


force payment of a $5,000 rubber 
check paid to Miss Murray by Frank 
Harmon of the Marigold Gardens 
ballroom. Harmon was dismissed. 


Over 700 unemployed formed a 
parade, carrying red banners, and 
marched upon the city hall demand- 
ing employment or subsistence al- 
lowances. They were dispersed by 
the police. 


LOS ANGELES 


Cherie Morris, artist’s model, was 
arrested for driving while drunk, 
after her car crashed into those 
of Mare MacDermott, film actor, 
and V. C. Claridge. No one was 
seriously injured. 


The $35,000 damage suit against 
Alexander Pantages filed by Sara 
and Charles E. Davis over a dog 
bite was settled out of court. 


Gurney E. Newlin, president of 
the Los Angeles Grand Opera As- 
sociation, announced the city will 
have a permanent operatic institu- 
tion similar to that in New York 
and Chicago. A drive for 6,000 
founder members will open April 30 


Plaza Realty Corp. of Venice will 
erect a 2,000 capacity theatre and 
store building in the new business 
district there. 


The suit of Jane Novak against 
the Chester Bennett Film Labora- 
tories has been settled out of court. 
Actress claimed $1,500 which she as- 
serted she loaned the concern, along 
with another $7,500. The latter sum 
was conceded paid. 


Mrs. Inglis Fletcher, impresario, is 
going on an expedition to -South 
Africa and Egypt. She sails from 
New York April 11. 


Mary Murphy, 23, dancer, was ar- 
rested and brought before Municipal 
Judge Valentine for preliminary 
hearing on a charge of possessing 
concealed weapons. Police found a 
pair of brass knuckles in her car. 
She told officers they belonged to a 
boy friend. 


Frank Labes, former track star of 
the University of Southern Califor- 
nia, will spend the next year wield- 
ing a pick and shovel on the county 
road camp. He was sentenced by 
Judge Craig following his plea of 
guilty to two counts of 18 of issu- 
ing worthless checks. 


Aimee Semple McPherson returned 
here from an evangelistic barn- 
storming tour through the middle 
west reporting a gain of 2,500 new 
members for Four Square Gospel 
Lighthouse, Inc. She is now plan- 
ning to go up to the northwest and 
figures to hold a convention in 
Portland, Ore., in May. 


Johnny Hines played hero to 
Grace Gordon and Kay Brown, pic- 
ture actresses, when the car they 
were in collided with another .in 
front of the FBO studios. Hines, 
near the scene, sent his stage crew 
and car to the rescue of the girls, 
who were taken to the Receiving 
hospital for treatment of minor in- 
juries. 


Mae Murray escaped serious in- 
jury when the car she was driving 
collided with a Los Angeles railway 


bus. Elizabeth Garrett, her com- 
panion, sustained minor cuts and 
bruises. Driver of the bus was not 


held by police. 


About 20 creditors of Mrs. Roy 
D'Arcy were looking for her assets 
at a bankruptcy hearing before 
Referee Earl Moss. Mrs. D’Arcy is 
charged with having spent about 
$20,000 during the Christmas shop- 
ping period. Creditors are trying to 
find out where the money went. 


Roy Harris, musician and com- 
poser, was awarded a $2,500 Gug- 
genheim Fund scholarship. He is 
now on his way to Paris to complete 
his studies, 


Virginia Pearson Lewis was 
granted an interlocutory decree of 
divorce from Sheldon Lewis, Lewis 
did not contest the action. Couple 
were married for 16 years. 


Hearing on the objections to the 
account of the late Rudolph Val- 
entino’s estate has been continued to 
April 12. It will come before Judge 
Charles S. Crail. Alberto Guglielmi, 
brother of Valentino, filed the ob- 
jections. 


Arthur Guy Empey, author of 


(Continued on page 68) 


On the Square 


How Sophie Tucker Remembered 


At the wedding of Sophie Tucker's sister, Annie, Saturday night, were 
a colored couple, Bill and Mattie Ellins. Sophie wanted them there 
and made certain they would be. 

About 20 years ago Mattie Ellins was Soph’s maid, while Bill wag 
and has been a jublilee singer. In those days Mattie was better off than 
Sophie. To an extent that when Soph had to go round the agencies 
looking for work, she wore instead of her own cotton stockings, Mattie’s 
silk ones, and Mattie’s jewelry and Mattie’s fur coat. The borrowed 
scenery helped Soph to get many a job at a growing salary, for she looked 
more money than the bookers dared to offer. 

So Mattie was there and Soph was proud of her and that she was, 
telling the story. 


; Cheesers Can’t Stand Kidding 

Kidding may yet bust up the Cheese Club, a so-called society without 
a home or conscience, The other evening the Little Club sent out an 
invitation for the Cheesers to be its guests, providing for 40. Five 
couples appeared. They ate the entire lot provided for the others, 
That’s the Cheeser idea. 

Those who held out have been kidded so much that they believe 
nothing is anything else now. Although another report is that one of 
the Cheesers with designs upon all of the food stood at the corner of 
Broadway, telling his brother-members that there was nothing doing 
—the invite was a gag. But he didn’t call them brothers. 


Jimmy, the Well Dressed Man ’ 

Amen’s wear publication recently printed an interview with Mayor , 

Jimmy Walker’s tailor, Levine, 5th avenue outfitter. The most striking 

statement by Mr. Levine was that despite the Mayor’s reputed tardiness 
he is extraordinarily punctual with his tailor. 

a Mayor, of course, rates as one of the best dressed men in New 

ork. 


Joe Cook’s Understudy es 


As a gag, some Times Square wit sent several actors last week to the 
Jones and Green office to apply for the job of understudy to Joe Cook, 
Sol Abrams took it seriously at first, suddenly realizing that the star 
of “Rain or Shine” had no understudy. However, none of the applicants 
could juggle, walk a rope, play a saxophone or imitate four Hawatlians. 


Broadway Blondes Worried 

The blondes of Broadway say the breaks of late are against them, 
with blonde women in the newspaper reports of shooting up husbands 
and other annoying males, or bumping them off somehow. Blondes as 
a rule don’t like to go dye unless red, so the smart babes of the Main 
Alle; are in a slump just now. 

Their hope, however, lies in the fact that anything is forgotten sooner 
or later and especially for blondes, 


Skaters with Modern Skates 


Broadway at most hours of the day is loaded with young people carry- 
ing their skates, bound for one of the several ice skating rinks in the 
Square area. 

Funny thing about this is that they all carry those fancy skates which 
are built right into. special shoes. The old-fashioned skates, carried on 
a strap and fixed for clamping right on to the shoes, seem to have been 
superseded, probably because most of the local skaters need the ankle 
support that goes with the high-shoe skates. 


‘Looping the Loop 


Perfect Sunday weather is ruinous to show business here. 

March 25 was such a day, and the street boys were stuck with 116 
ducats for “A Night in Spain,” now starring Jolson. Opening of Eddie 
Dowling’s “Honeymoon Lane” on the same evening made the peddlers 
eat 61 unsold tickets. 

The town’s smash, “Good News,” just managed to sell out. 


Confess Ignorance for Pass 
A. L. Burks, publicity director at the local United Artist’s house, 
placed an easily solved puzzle in one of his newspaper advertisements, 
A six-point line at the bottom stated anyone who could not solve the 
puzzle would be given a nice red apple and two seats for the current 
picture. Now the publicity department is mailing out $47 nice red 
apples and 347 pairs of ducats for “My Best Girl.” 


Certificate With $10 Ride 
A great little flash is being offered for 10 bucks to Chicagoans by the : 


National Air Transport here. After a 10-minute hop in one of the firm's 

planes, the flier is presented with an official looking card, inscribed 

“Certificate of Flight.” 
It tells any one the bearer has flown over Chicago. 


New Style Bad Debt Collection 


Nowadays when credit is abused at one’s favorite blind pig the boss of 
the piggy sends a professional copy of “Thanks for the Buggy Ride.” 
“Rides” have proven disastrous on so many occasions in Chicago and 
the recipient usually takes steps to liquidate. = 


Feeding Eddie Dowling 
Eddie Dowling is one of the few theatrical stars who have been 
banqueted on the Roof House at the Hotel Sherman. His party was 
tendered by Mr. and Mrs. William Donahue of the “Tribune” adver- 
tising department after last week’s premiere at the Erlanger. Reports 
claim it was a “wow.” 


Union’s Radio Station’s Propaganda 
Radio station WCFL, operated by the Chicago Federation of Labor, 
is constantly carrying on determined campaigns in behalf of organized 
labor. At present it is asking all listeners to buy no flowers, not even 
for Easter services, until local florists desist from current alleged at- 
tempts to kick the union out of greenhouses. 


Legion’s Hotel Sherman Post 
A new American Legion Post is being organized to be known as the 
Hotel Sherman Post. Ernest Byfield is the organizer with Thomas 
Fiske directing the membership. Theatrical membership, after the style 
of the Sidney Rankin Drew Post in New York. 


Future Specs Start Early 
Youngsters not over 15 are hustling for gyp ticket specs who open 
store space when brisk trade pops up like it has for “Good News” and 
“Night in Spain.” They cover the law acting in the disguise of newsies. 
Three of ’em are playing the game hard on Dearborn street. 


“Diplomacy” Players in Society 

Gold Coasters opened their social charts stronger for the cast of 
“Diplomacy” than for any visiting theatrical company in years. The 
two weeks stay of the Tyler organization was one merry round of bril- 
liant dinner parties. 
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Greenwich Village as Iz 


SPORTS 


VARIETY 45 


By LEW NEY 


(Self-Designated Mayor of G. V.) 


“leadership tn Greenwich Vil- 
jage” is the paradoxical subject of 
a thesis about to be written by a 


duate student from Alabama, 
doing research work for her mas- 
ter’s degree at N. Y. University on 
Washington Square. She called for 
facts the other day and got two 
hours’ worth. 

The young sociologist will find a 
negative answer to most of her 
gealous seeking. Leadership is the 
antithesis of individualism. Artists 
and writers and poets of note may 
be influenced but are rarely led. 
Temperamental talent associates 
meekly with the hoi-poloi moron- 
ish nincompoops, rather than its 
own ilk. There are outstanding 
characters and famous folks and 
notorious publicity nibblers by the 
gcore hereabouts but leadership as 
guch does not exist. 

So-called Village leaders are apt 
to be average anybodies pursuing 
a hobby, unusual ones made known 
by antics, by living in attics, by 
doing the wrong thing at the right 
time or the right thing at the wrong 
time. Take George, for example. 
If he has another name, no one I 
know knows it. 

First noticed him 10 years ago. 
Saw him again last night. Then, 
at the Black Cat, he looked just as 
he did there years ago. He sells 
flowers in and out of season, bosom 
bouquets. He doesn’t dress Vil- 
lagey. Could pass for a mortician’s 
assistant haberdasherly. 

For years George has passed the 
game tray from table to table, col- 
lected the same price for fragrance, 
visited much the same restaurants 
and clubs and theatres. 


Real-ty Leader 


For Sonia, the cigaret girl, open- 
ed a shop and died. Zinna, the nut 
girl married and went South. Tiny 
Tim, the soul candy peddler, cleaned 
up and moved to the Coast. Eve 
Adams, who dispensed “Quills” and 
“Masses,” was deported after a 
languishing period in the work- 
house. Then there was that irre- 
pressible woman who carried a wee 
bookstall under her arms. Gone, 
all gone—all but George and his 
frazrant, fresh flowers, 

There is, of course, leadership {in 
real estate in the Village, and the 
leader is Vincent Peppe. He has, 
to be sure, made a few small for- 
tunes remodeling old houses and 
building bourgois, incubators, but 
with it all he has loved and lived 
in tepid tune with the Village's 
traditions, 

Another important real estater is 
Strunsky, who owns and operates 
much of Washington Square South 
and 3d street. Then there is Fran- 
ces Spencer, who left the stage to 
make a greater success selling and 
renting real property; Adele Ken- 
nedy, who gave up profitable balls 
to find rooms for atmosphere seek- 


ers; Irving Walsh, Harvey P. 
Vaughan, Dunlap and Lloyd, Young 
and Breeding (actually a firm 
name), the two Robilottos, Carl 
Guenther and scores of lesser rent- 
ing specialists, all giving evidences 
of the kind of prosperity that made 
Miami famous, 

There is leadership, too, in res- 
taurants, and the leader is the 
Greenwich Village Inn on Sheri- 
dan Square. Barney Gallant leads 
the night clubs. 


Misunderstood in New Orleans 


John Rose Gildea is back after 
two months of wanderlusting and 
nosing around New Orleans. John 
says that the Creoles didn’t like him 
much and misunderstood him more, 
For Gildea is neither a rut-runner 
nor a clock-puncher and as uncon- 
ventional as a skyscraper in the 
Sahara Desert. 

“There’s no place like the Vil- 
lage,” soliloquized our intrepid 
troubador as he sat in my studio, 
his first stop after leaving the 
tramp steamer on which he worked 
his way back: “In no other spot 
on earth can I sit for four hours 
and do nothing and feel so well 
about it.” 

Greta’s Social Club 

Clubbing and organization {s not 
a Village characteristic, but once 
in awhile societies are formed. The 
aim of the recently organized Greta 
Garbo Social Club is to give Miss 
Garbo a fit opportunity to meet the 
members of the club. The mem- 
bers are at least four: Eli Siegel, 
whose mystic language is under- 
stood only by the other three—Bob 
Clairmont, Tom Boggs and Gildea. 


Songwriter Abraham Brown was 
fined 25 berries last week for 
punching cafeteria-boss Fred Hu- 
bert, and millionaire-poet Clairmont 
did the actual paying to the city’s 
coffers. The corpulent combatants 
had numerous witnesses to prove 
what didn’t happen, if anything. 


Stowaway Elopement 


Companionate marriage has of 
late been the tepid topic of the vol- 
unteer orators who gayly pay to 
hear themselves talk at the Grub 
Street Club. It has, too, served as 
a happy hook on which to hang the 
poetry the club presents with ham 
sandwiches and coffee. 

But there was nothing particular- 
ly companionate about the elope- 
ment of Mary Ellen Vorse as a 
stowaway on the “Deutschland” 
last week. John Hewlitt of the 
“Mirror” state-roomed on 
board and several young things 
tried to make the trip with him. 
They were all discovered before the 
Hamburg-American liner sailed and 
put off, except Mary Ellen, daugh- 
ter of Mary Heaton Vorse, the play- 
wright. M. E.’s brother, Heaten, 
announced two days later that his 
little sister had eloped. 


60 Days for “We Boys” 


_ The three “We Boys” who have 
been shaking down owners of 
restaurants in the Broadway dis- 
trict by representing that they 
Were collecting funds to carry ona 
“Smith for President” campaign 
and who were convicted a week 
ago of petty larceny were each 
Biven 60 days in the Workhouse by 
the justices in Special Sessions. 

They were: 

John Williams, 30, Byron Hotel; 
John Kirk, 45, Hudson Hotel; and 
Emauel Rosen, 24, Pasadena Hotel. 
All gave their occupation as sales- 
men. 

The complainant against the men 
was Vincent Sardi, of Sardi's 
restaurant. 


$1 Fortune Cost $50 


Declaring that she was not a 
claivoyant but had been rehearsing 
to enter vaudeville, Miss Vivian | 
Smith, 144 West 72d street, was 
fined $50 in West Side Court by 
Magistrate Henry Goodman on the 
charge of fortune telling. She paid 
the fine. 

Miss Smjth was arrested in her 


apartment by two policewomen it- 
‘ached to the 18th Division. They 
submitted aMdavits to Chief Magis- 
trate William MeAdoo, The latter 
issued a warrant executed by De- 
tective Furlong of same Divi- 


ion, 


the 


One belicewulun 


testified tlatj;d 


she paid Miss Smith $1 after she 
spent several hours at Miss Smith’s 
apartment. She charged that Miss 
Sniith told her that her husband 
was to get a big job with a large 
salary; that he was perfecting a 
patent at Washington, D. C., and 
that the policewoman’s mother 
would pass away at the end of the 
year. 

Miss Smith denied the charge. 
She said she never told the police- 
woman's fortune. She stated that 
!she believed in psychic phenomena, 
| however, and that she was soon to 
enter vaudeville. 


‘Loud Speaker on B’way 
Subject of Court Hearing 
A. 


Saporta, who conducts a 


elty and music shop at 1543 Broad- | 


way, next to the Astor theatre, was 


!cummoned before Magistrate Good- | 


lman in West Side Court by his next 


| 


It’s a Business 


San Francisco, April 3. 

The gentile art of bootleg- 
ging has reached a high plane 
hereabouts. Now comes a cer- 
tain well-known “legger” 
who has sent out a letter to his 
customers in which he charm- 
ingly acknowledges their busi- 
ness and puts in a plug for 
some new stock on hand. His 
letter, on delicate white sta- 
tionery, reads: 

“We want to take this op- 
portunity to thank you for the 
business you have given us in 
the past. Please understand 
that any future favors will be 
very much appreciated. 

“We have just put in a large 
stock of splendid merchan- 
dise that we know will meet 
with your approval.” 


. 


LOMSKI BEATS SEKYRA; 
FOOLS SMART LAYERS 


Light Heavy Contenders Bat- 
tle for Title Bout with 
Loughran 


By JACK PULASKI 


The lads who like to take the 
short end of fight bets burned up 
dough on Joe Sekyra of Dayton Fri- 
day night at the Garden, where Leo 
Lomski socked his way to victory. 
Leo was 9-5, but the smart money 
mugs figured Sekyra was much the 
better boxer and should win. What 
they didn’t count on was Joe’s lack 
of a fighting heart. He dogged it. 

Leo weighed 170 and although the 
Ohioan was reported only four 
pounds heavier, he looked much 
more. Broad of shoulders and nicely 
muscled Joe seemed to have it all 
over the west coast boy physically. 
Lomski 1s a deceptive fellow. Ask 
Tommy Loughran whom Leo felled 
twice in the first round when they 
met some weeks ago. 

The champ came through to win 
on points and they started looking 
for fresh opponents. Sekyra, a pet 
pick of Damon Runyon’s, was in 
line, but there was Lomsk!i in his 
path. Leo by decisively beating Joe 
will now get another shot at Lough- 
ran’s crown. Unless Tommy for- 
gets to duck one, he will repeat 
against Lomski. 

There was no question about 
Sekyra’s boxing ability. When he 
wanted to, he reached Lomski’s 
iyiap with precision but he refused to 
mix it, doubtless fearing Leo's right. 

(Continued on page 47) 


77-Year-Old Widow With 
Man of 42 as Chaperone 


Charles Edward Holway, 42, 
salesman, stopping at the Flanders 
Hotel, who was recently arrested on 
a charge of grand larceny on the 
complaint of Mrs. Laura Johnson, 
77-year-old wealthy widow, now in 
Paris, was discharged in West Side 
Court by Magistrate Glatzmayer. 

Detective Edward Willi of the 
West 68th street station informed 
the court that he had received a 
cablegram from Mrs. Johnson stat- 
ing that she would not come here 
to prosecute, Holway was arrested 
at his hotel by Willi, charging him 
with decamping with a new auto 
owned by Mrs. Johnson and $7,300 


in cash. 


~ Joys and Glooms of Broadway 


By N. T. G. 


Softening up Broadway 
Night clubs are getting softer. Had a hand in starting the jist night 
club when we wrote the first show for the Texas Guinan FE} Fey Club. 
In those days obstreperous strangers were balanced at the top of a 


flight of stairs, sent to the bottom, picked up and thrown to ravenous 
taxi drivers. Disturbing elements usually wound up in hospitals. 

We hold no brief for this sort of “bouncing,” but have yet to see a 
drunk or a disturber in a night club who didn’t deserve all he got. Als» 


have seen many a terrible guy, who deserved plenty, escape unseratched, 
But that’s lately. Which leads to a night spot the other evening 

A handsome youngster, evidently college, Planted himself at the en- 
trance to the chorus girls’ dressing room. He was led to his tab! 
he started arguments with the guests surrounding him. He then re- 
fused to pay his check and abused everyone who spoke to him, Finally, 
his waiter, a great boxer and a ring second of boxers, followed him out- 
side the entrance, whereupon the violent one threatened gvymnasties. 

Three years ago the stewed kid would have found himself in the middle 
of the street with a battered face. He got out of this one without a 
scratch. 

They're softening up Broadway. 

Sitting in Billie La Hiff’s one Sunday Margie, Mrs. Bugs Baer. was 
laying out her spouse, She said: 

“Can you imagine, my aunt eame to visit us and TIT wanted Burs to be 
at his best. So the first night he came in at seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing. Said he was playing cards in the Frairs’ club, Did I laugh't” 

In Reverse 

That Broadway cabarets should draw talent from the theatres. is no 
novelty. Reverse it and it is, | 

In “Rain or Shine" there are three women principals, Hazel Shelley, 
Mollie O'Doherty and Ethel Norris. Hazel came from the Richman and 
54th Street club, Mollie was at the Silver Slipper, and Ethel Norris was 
grabbed out of the Frivolity and 54th Street clubs. Doree Leslie, dancer 
in “Manhattan Mary,” also came from the Silver Slipper. Rubye Keeler 
was a Guinan girl for two years and Dolores Farris, Boston “Good News,” 
was two years in the Silver Slipper. 

Could name many more, for the list is long. The reason why stars 
are developed in night clubs is because the clubs offer the youngsters 
a chance to do something, and the standard of beauty is much higher 
in a night club than a show. A girl must be unusually pretty and have 
a perfect figure to get by on a floor, 

It wasn’t like that when show girls considered it a disgrace to be in 
a cafe chorus. In those days the girl were paid $25 a week and it was 
compulsory to meet male guests. Today girls are ‘ired for their looks, 
talent and need never mix, Minimum salary in the larger places is $45 
weekly, with the average $55. Some girls get as high as $65. 

A couple of song writers were discussing Georgie Price's forthcoming 
new show. 

“I don’t think Georgie’s fool enough to put his own money in 
said one. 

The other thought a while, and then said, “Maybe he'll interest his 
mother.” 


where 


The Danger Line 
A chorus girk was bemoaning the fact that a missing tooth was rather 
conspicuous by its absence. 
“When I get a new tooth,” she declared, “I'm going to ask for a raise 
in salary.” 


What a Cop 
We were unloading a case of eggs at one of the night spots. A 
strolled over and peeked into the box, 
“Thought it was a case of wet g%ods," he said, “If it was, I'd give 
you a hand with it.” And he strolled away. 


cop 


Dumbbells Traveling 
Two blondes we know are angry. They’re fighting over billing., It 
seems that Laura Wilkerson of the Guinan club has been known as 
“America’s Dumbest Blonde,” and so announced on the floor. The same 
announcement was also made for Gene Woodward of the FrivoHtty. 
Laura heard about this and objects to anyone else getting her billing 
and title. 


We overheard two chorus girls talking about a third. 
“She's leaving the show,” said one, “and breaking in a chorus 
a dancing partner because he has curly hair.” 


bay for 


Will She Eat ’em Alive? 
McKay Morris told us about a girl dancer now coming to New York 
and the Guinan Club who dances with a six-foot live snake. Texas 
confirmed the fact that she'll dance in her place. Can you imugine 


| what will happen to the joint when the dame shows a snake? 


Write your own gags on that. 


St. Louis Surprised | Pyle’s Marathon Is 


By Third Dog Track Having Its Troubles 


St. Louis, April 3. Angeles, April 3. 


Los 
Reports reaching Hollywood as to 


This complaint was made to Willi 
by the widow last summer. She 
stated that Holway was to invest} 
the money. She was then stopping 
at the St. Andrew Hotel. Holway, 
| win averred, posed as the widow’s 
nephew and lived in another apart- 


} 
} 


at the St. Andrew. Willi told | 
that Mrs. Johnson had } 
pent $60,000 making trips around 
eoul Holway wi: aly 
her, the sleuth declared. 
Holway told Willi that he met 
Johnson at a roulette table in| 
Carlo. Their friendship be- 
an from that time, eight yeu : 
nee then Holway has travelled all 
United States, the Medi- | 
and the Continent with | 
Jebnson, he told the sleuths 
The defendant only recently re- 


meni 
ré porte rs 


i 


over the 


erran 


tuinedg on the “President Hardin: 
fie learned Mrs, Johnson was ! 
nd he came here. He hid 
little funds, the sleuth said 
Pie iid that Mrs. Johnson had him 
to echaperone her. They visited 
Broadway cabarets and other h i 

| he told the gendarmes 

xf Jehnson has a villa in Pari 
}Hicoiway was asked if he was wanted 
py Seotland Yard. He replied in 


door neighbor, Sam Horowitz, on 
a disorderly conduct charge. 

Tlorowitz told the magistrate that 
'Sanorta had a loud speaker at- 
tached to a Viectro’a in the doorway 
ot his establishment. It drew large , 
lerowds and blocked his show win- 
dows and the entrance to his store, 
he said. Snuporta, through his at 
torney, replied it only way 
they could attract customer: 
insisted his business suf- 
as a result of these crowd 
land wanted it ab 1 

Magistrate Goodman adjourned j 
the case until tomorrow (Thurs- | 


| 
ative, stating that “the mat- | 
ud been settled.” ‘ 


another 


With the State Supreme Court’s : 

progress of C. C. Pyle’s cross- 
ouster sult staring two Ft. Louls | country run from the Coast to New 
dog track’s in the face as the time | york are not along the bands of gold 
for opening approaches, a_ third | anticipated. The runners are grad- 
track sprang up last week. No one,|¥ally dropping out, and Pyle is 

= compelled to refund $100 to each 

not even the Gatlies, were aware | which they posted as funds for 

thata third track was anything more | transportation money to their 
than a rumor when it was sud- | homes. 

Carnival company making the 


denly discovered whippet 


idaily stops ahead of and remuining 


regular price 


track, with grandstand almost fin- 
ne iwith the runners, has been doing 
jished, was a reality three blocks |) oo, business, the reports sav, and 
north of the city limit. April 18 is/it is also understood that many of 
the opening date announced and/the merchants who pledged finan 
e ++ e the runners 
cla support, so that thn 
the track is named Silver eel} 
k }would come through their towns, 
Kennel Club. Project is said tOlhnave walked out. 
represent an investment of more| 
y 50.00€ 
i. $350,000, | WRESTLERS’ OFFICIAL MAT 
J. H. Thomann, real estate deal 
, Washington perdi. 
and W. W. Worm, of St. Paul, are] : 
Teaching wrestling by n with 
to be the controlling owners | Hing Wi 
of the new track. ithe courses sold In interstate come 
meree, will have to watch i ad- 
ertising, 
- ] Cl d Kederal Trade Comm ion got 
urliey Brown Cleared | ina mail arentling teache 
Oxden, Utah, April 3. lers together and reached an agrees 
The dismissal of the indictment |ment to advertise no more cial 
harging H. D. “Curly” Brown, “299 reduction from the eriginal 
horse man, with violation of the | cost of $35" when there never was 
Mann act, is received here with | $35 charve for the course, the 
j 
i 


considerable rejoicing. “Gurty” 


a 
$15 asked being the 
was born and reared in Utah. a 
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Gray Matter : 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 


‘and just as fine as previously. 


Mostly Women—And One Dressed 
That Way 


Good entertainment at the Palace. 
Too good for Holy Week. Mostly 
Women and one who dresses that 
way. 

Del Ortos gave the show a daz- 
gling opening in suits of rhine- 
stones for the men, but with pink 
net ruffles for the pretender. White 
satin, then black lace over gold 
cloth, then red velvet all changes, 
with corresponding gaudiness by 
the gentlemen. The red and black 
satin hangings of the set were 
effective. Eileen and Marjorie, in 
pretty pink silk kid dresses, 
tumbled to the delight of every- 
one, as usual. 

Where have the “Parisian Red- 
heads” been and why the “Pari- 
sian’? They'd have been just as 
much a hit if they came from Yon- 
kers. Along with the rest, the 
Palace orchestra can learn the truth 
of the act’s billing, “What Girls 
Can <.Do.” Never was there better 
reason to envy a redhead. They 
certainly overflowed with person- 
ality and good jazz. Frocks were 
noted white satins, with each girl 
carrving her instrument on_ her 
chest, in black satin, of course. 
Trixie Friganza shed costumes like 
a full-blown rose. She needs 
neither maid nor mirror. Her bath- 
ing ensemble was stunning, literally 
and figuratively. 

Nance O'Neil is again “The * 
J 
Willis looked sweet in a _ crepe 
frock of blue with fan-pleated skirt, 
yoke and collar of beige lace. Jane 
and Katherine Lee wore green with 
touches of purple. 


State’s Good Start 


Marion Wilkens gave the State 
@ good start this week with a black 
and white shadow dance. Her next 
change was to an airy frock of net 
ruffles of yellow, with large bow 
of purple on the right side of the 
skirt. A Spanish dance was dressed 


in soft crepe of pink over dark 
blue and green, all ending in points. 
Her military costume was mirrored 
silver, including tall hat with white 
ostrich plumes scattered about. 


Jeane Joyson wore an effective 
white gown silver spangled all 
over, but heavier toward the bottom 
of the skirt, where large roses 
painted on were almost hidden. A 
narrow hem of rose net matched 
her slippers. Casey and Warren 
were amusing, with the girl's gown, 
hat and slippers all the same shade 
of orange. Of chiffon only, the 
skirt longer in back and a bow of 
the material at the waist-front, 
her long string of jet beads was 
good contrast. Somehow the “Car- 
nival of Venice” lacked the spirit. 
Music good, but not enough life. 
A dancer wore yellow for one cos- 
tume and then red velvet. 


Reai Chance for Doubles 


Whoever or howmuchever in- 
veigled the motion picture artists 
into talking over the radio bestowed 
no favor on the public. Every word 
was another bubble pricked, an- 
other illusion shattered. Silent 
drama is only drama because it is 
silent, in most cases. Douglas Fair- 
banks sounded like a Sunday school 
teacher—and what youngster or 
oldster will admire him more for 
that? . Norma Taimadge could have 
been reading the fashion notes from 
any 2c. newspaper, as a school girl 
might read them. Charlie Chaplin 
broadcasting his ignorance of the 
stories people have been hearing for 
years but perhaps they just reached 
him. What a battle his mental pic- 
ture and audible accent must have 
made with the listeners. 

D. W. Griffith doing an Elinor 
Glyn, but sounding even more ab- 
surd. John Barrymore rattling the 
skeleton. Only Dolores Del Rio and 
her sweet little voice sounded like 
what fp. ople expected. 

The answer is probably the fault 
of the public as much as the stars. 


| double, 


People expect too much. If the 


stars must talk they could at least 
say something friendly, personal. It 
seemed the ideal time to engage & 


Bargain Show at 9c Per Hour 

Luckily the Academy seats are 
comfortable since it takes four 
hours to see the show at a cost of 
less than 9 cents an hour. But it’s 
a bargain and not to be judged by 
its cost. 

Bobby Adams, in a gown of flame 


color velvet with lace edged crepe 
tiers, sang an agreeable selection 
of numbers until she had the cour- 
age to use that “Vo do do.” Her 
pianist wore a pretty buffant taf- 
feta frock in violet with a blue bow 
on the hip. 

The DeMarcos floated and flashed 
about as gracefully as usual, the 
girl's costumes seemingly un- 
changed. Her entrance in a trail- 
ing green satin wrap is just as ef- 
fective and both white ballet and 
pink gown worn waltzing are still 
pretty. 

The poor stories Joseph B. Stan- 
ley told after his amusing sketch 
were no reason for his being out 
front, spoiling the whole finish. 
Girls frocks the same as at the 
State, 

The two feminine members of the 
Mosconi Bros, Co. are clever dancers 
and attractive. A gypsy costume 
was mostly skirt dyed in a fu- 
turistic pattern, a blue costume was 
a lovely shade, a white shawl 
heavily fringed had tiny roses only 
above the fringe line. One wore a 
pink taffeta frock with a lace panel 
in front and the other green crepe 
for their bows. 

Beaux and Bellea (one of which 
was a gong) specialize in brown, 
all shades being represented in the 
company of musicians and dancers. 
Costumes were mostly black, one 
of lace was good looking, others of 
short skirts and flaring collars, 
again in scales winding about them, 
all unimportant, but the acting was 
not. Fast and furious and the 
crowd wanted more, 


Umbrellas can be a protection 
against other things than rain. As 
a temporary fence between seats it 
keeps off things that should be 


crawling, but are sitting. 


Ritzy 


EK. H. Sothern has not had a real 
success for a number of seasons, 
yet does not retire, although known 
to be in affluent circumstances. 
Borr in New Orleans, in 1859, son 
of the late E. A. Sothern, a well 


known English actor, he made his 
stage debut in New York just 20 
years later. During the era of 
“matinee idols,” Sothern was a great 
favorite. He married his leading 
lady, Virginia Harned, who later dli- 
vorced him and married William 
Courtenay. 

Then Sothern married Julia Mar- 
lowe, who had divorced her leading 
man, the late ‘Robert Tabor. She 
too has made a great deal of money 
and has profitably disposed of movie 
rights to old stage plays. 

The Sotherns occupy a luxurious 
apartment on Park avenue, own a 
home in Washington Square, have 
a country place at Litchfield, Conn., 
and have maintained a country es- 
tate in England and an apartment 
in Paris. They go about in exclu- 
Sive society and have been observed 
in the opera box of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert L. Satterlee (Louisa Pierre- 
pont Morgan). 


J. M. Anderson at Present 

John Murray Anderson now lives 
much more comfortably than when 
he first came to New York from 
London, where he had been a pupil 
of the late Sir Herbert Tree at His 
Majesty's theatre. He appeared 
here as a dancer, later staging 
cabaret numbers, and branching out 
as a producer. The early editions 
of “The Greenwich Village Follies” 
were staged by Anderson, who more 
recently has been well paid for his 
flash acts at the Paramount theatre. 


Leo Ditrichstein in Villa 

A star who retired after making 
considerable money, but failing in 
several ventures, Lee Ditrichstein, 
now lives in comfort at a villa in 
Florence. A native of Hungary, he 
acted in Berlin for some years be- 
fore coming to New York in 1890, 
to appear at the German theatre. 


Three years later he played his first 
part in English, in “Mr. Wilkinson's 
Widows.” At that time the old Hotel 
Belveders was a popular rendezvous 
for professionals, the proprietor be- 
ing a German-American named 
Wehrle. Ditrichstein married the 
heiress daughter, who had been die 
vorced, and the late Clyde Fitch, 
later one of the most successful 
American playwrights, was best 
man. The Ditrichsteins have ree 
mained together ever since. 


Hassard Short’s Youthfulness 


Hassard Short might be termed “a 
male edition of Fannie Ward,” for 
he seems but little changed in 26 
years! It was in 1902 that he made 
a hit on Broadway with Mary Man- 
nering, then starring in “The Stub- 
bornness of Geraldine,” by the late 
Clyde Fitch. Remaining in America, 
the English actor appeared in a 
series of plays, making another hit 
in 1912 in the original production of 
“Peg o’' My Heart.” with Laurette 
Taylor. Then he tried the movies, 
but did not screen so well. 

At the time of the first Equity 
strike, Short gained recognition for 
his ability as a director, putting on 
the Equity shows. Then he covered 
himself with glory in the first 
“Music Box” revue. .Many of the 
costumes for these productions were 
designed by Ralph Mulligan, with 
whom Short shared an apartment. 

Before the spectacular Aimee Goue 
raud (Aimee Crocker, who became 
Mrs. Porter Ashe, Mrs. Harry Gillig, 
Mrs. Jack Gouraud, Mrs. Alexandre 
Miskinoff and Princess Galitzine), 
settled in Paris, Short was a mem- 
ber of the coterie attending her 
exotic parties in West 62d sireet. 


A Dark Girl’s Fish 


There is a dark actress in the 
French capital who is the marvel, 
not to say the envy, of various 
blondes, for she has caught one of 
the biggest fish in the pond, none 
other than one of the richest auto- 
mobile manufacturers in Europe. 

“Lulu Belle” was not so fare 
fetched after all 


“~ 


ACCESSORIES 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th T7125 


BEA UTY CULTURE 


REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 


{MOK young. FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Reasonable 
SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 

585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 


Results 
REDUCE Guaranteed 
No marvels diet—No difficult exercises 
nila 
O'BRIEN 
Room 216, 154 Nassau 
iptown, 1 1658 8 B'way at 5ist 


CLEANERS 
MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Cailed for and Delivered 
825 W. 47th St. Lac kawanna 


COSTUMES 


EAVES COSTUME CO. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
110 West Forty-Sixth Street 


Beekman 9125 
Circle 0465 


——— 


DRAPERIES 


NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 
Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 

340 West 4ist St. 


Lack. 9233 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 


Manufacturers and Designers 
Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 
27-383 West 23d St. 


DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and ponener of N. Y. 
Productions and 

MOTION PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 

_ 939° 8th Ave. Colambus 4569 


“FA BRICS. 
DAZIAN’S. INC. 


THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-5177 
142-144 West Forty- Fourth 


Street 


MAHARAM TEXTILE CO.. Inc. 


Unusual Fabrics for Scenery 
Costumes and Draperies from Our Own 
Mills 
ryant 2511 
Opp. Friars’ 


Bi 
107 W. 48th St. Club 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsel Cloth—-Pilushes 
156 W. 45th St, Bry. 7372-5234 


FLORISTS 


The Annrovrinte Gift 


A. WARDENDORFF, INC. 
_Hotel Astor __Fack. 6568 
FURS 
BLUMENFIFLD’S 


For Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


COWNS RENTED 


GOWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For All Occasions 
Widest Stlection, Exclusive Designs and 
VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economical to Cali at 
MME. NAFTAL 
69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670-4163 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 


JEW ELR Y 


1543-4 BRYANT 
E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


LOANS 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


On Diamonds, Jeweotry, Furs, Clothing, 
Musical Instruments 

and All Kinds of Personal 

PAUL KASKEL & SONS 

9 Columbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Ste. 

Columbus 1442, 14438, 1481 


PROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 


Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Productions Furalsheé Cemplete—We Aise Rent 

502 West 44th Street Penna. 7377 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 
“A LIGHT FOR 
EVERY PURPOSE” 


334-340 W. 44th St. 


DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 

315-317 W. 47th Stress Penm. 2459-1590 


STAGE HARDW ARE 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc, 
STAGE HARDWARE 


SYRACUSE, N.Y. Y. 


STAGE RIGGING 


PETER CLARK, INC. 

534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Klevators 


RESTAURANTS 


49th St.—Broadway—44th St. 
Dining, Dancing—Ne Cover Charge 


TH EA TRE EQUIPMENT 


‘SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 

Alr Conditioning Refrigeration 
Controlled 

38 Cortlandt St. Rector 3941 


90 Gold Street NEW YORK 
HEYWOO0D-WAKEFIELD 
THFATRE SEATING 


Néw York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


MUSIC ‘AND MATERIAL 


MUS by Vaudeville 
Productions 

Moving 
MEW YORK Pictures 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Inc. 
Specialists im Every Branch 
of Music Printing 
315-817 W. 47th St. Lengacte 


MAN USC RIPTS 


SAMUEL fFReNCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 
25 Weat 45th St. NEW YORK. N. ¥Y. 


SCENERY 
YELLENTI 


@tage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW ADDRESS 


348 West 40th St. 


PENN 7826 


——FOR RENT— 
Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 
340 West dist St. Lack, 9233 


SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 
FRANK DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


SCHOOLS 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hoteis and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering Stretching Tanga, 
Walts. French Apache. Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 
11 West 86th 8t. Schayler 96313 


STAGE DANCING 


Acrobatic, Soft Shoe. Small Classes, $t. 


Guaranteed routines, $26 up. Original 
material furnished. (Patter, Dances, 
Songs.) 

Acts coached, managed and placed. 


WILLIAM BROOKS 
923 8th Avenue At 55th Street 


John Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 
School of the Theatre and Vance 
A Professionait Schoo!t for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 East 58th St. Plaza 4524-4586 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on ail Charaoctee 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancin 
231 West 5ist Street. Columbus 591 


JACK MANNING STUDIOS 
SPECIALIST IN TEACHING 
TAP DANCING 
110 West 47th Street Bryant 4450 


FOOTWEAR 


Spring Styles Now on Display 
Toe and Ballet Slippera of Kvery 
Description 
838 7th Avenue, at 54th Street 

Phone Circle 9878 


SUPPLIES 
J. J. WYLE & BRUS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocade 
Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 


mings, Rhinestones, Spangles Tights 
Opera Hose. etc., for stage costumes 
18-20 East 27th St.. New _York City 


~ THEATRICAL TRUNKS 
TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 


The standard tronk of the profeseicoa# 
Fall line of leather goods 

TAYLOR'S 

115 West 45th St. 
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~ Among the Women 


_ liver” at the Strand this week. 


they were. 
» Shoulder too, Leo hurt Joe with 
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WOMEN’S PAGE 


By the Skirt 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
FLORENCE VIDOR 


‘Doomsday” (Picture), Paramount 


Florence Vidor’s Clothes 

Florence Vidor in “Doomsday” is wearing a few clothes that are breath- 
taking in their gorgeousness. A clinging negligee is of solid silver 
sequins made over a foundation o7 silver cloth. Her evening gown 
of black velvet also made clinging has the oddest sort of a top. A piece 
of lace of black and white in a pointed pattern is across the front of 
the bodice hanging to a long end over one arm, 

A white satin evening gown is the last word. Almost Grecian in line 
Miss Vidor looked a picture. The closely fitting skirt is opened a bit 
up the front. Cut to a low V the bodice had hanging panels back and 
front, hanging below the waist line, Entire creation is embroidered in 


erystal. 

Any one W ‘ 
pictures ealling for dressing. 
in cotton frocks of the country type 


well worn. 


ho can. wear clothes as does Miss Vidor should only be in 
Most of “Doomsday” finds Miss Vidor 
and although plain, even these are 


The Nicest, Refined Stage Murder 

At the Lyceum, “Iterference” is quite the nicest murder show around 
in a long time. The murder is so refined, 

A. E. Mathews in the most nonchalant manner pours prussi¢c acid into 
a glass of brandy and hands it to Kathlene MacDonald, She drinkg it 
and, with a writhe or two, lies down and dies. a 

Appearing in but the one act, Miss MacDonald wears a dandy-looking 
pajama suit. Pants are green satin, fitting tightly around the ankles. 
The top is a three-quarter coat of bronze brocade. 

Phoebe Foster has a double-breasted green jumper and black skirt in 
the first act; for the second act she chose a tan velvet evening ensemble. 
Coat was trimmed with a matching fox. The last act had Miss Foster 
in a blue velvet house gown trimmed with squirrel, Elsie Langford was 
in beige charmeuse made with a long blouse line and tied cleverly at the 
side with a bow. A raspberry jumper dress in the third act was uniquely 
earried out with long ends drawn through huge gold rings. Winifred 
Fraser, on for a brief minute in the,last act, was in beige crepe with a 


brown hat. 


Whiteman in Right and White 


And then came Paul Whiteman. After “Doomsday” the feature pic- 
ture at the Paramount, Paul was welcome. In white, as spotless as his 
disposition, and his men in white also, Paul Whiteman is showing what 
a real band is like. 

To be sure Mr. Whiteman’s program is messed up a bit by acts that 
don’t mean a thing. But presentations are presentations and the public 
must suffer the bad to enjoy the good. And good is the Paul Whiteman 
band in their spotless white. 


But what has happened to Bussey? A bit of a Charleston and off. 


Lupe Velez Repeats 
Lupe Velez, who did such good work with Douglas Fairbanks in “The 
Gaucho,” is doing equally well with Rod Lacque to “Stand and De- 
Miss Velez is a peasant miss of some 


foreign country in the familiar type of dressing, full flowered skirt and 


white blouse, 


The picture coming to an abrupt finish finds the girl in London in a 
handsome limousine dressed in the height of fashion and deploring she 
has just lost $590 at bridge, <A crystal evening gown was covered by a 
fur trimmed evening wrap. They work fast in pictures, 


“Red Hair’ Under Any Name Just as Good 

Elinor Glyn called the latest Clara Bow picture “Red Hair.” 
almost be called anything. With any name, vastly amusing. 

Disrobing the star seems to be the thing of the film moment. Last 
week Corinne Griffiths stripped down to her combies, and in this picture 
Miss Bow does even better, stripping to the nude. Next week Florence 
Vidor will also do some stripping in “Doomsday.” 

As a manicure girl, Miss Bow had a nice little satin dress with apron, 
collar and cuffs of white. A sweater of horizontal stripes was worn with 
&@ pleated skirt. A belted coat was trimmed with squirrel. An evening 
frock was made entirely of petals. Her taffeta dress was made with a 
tight bodice, full skirt, and had organdie cuffs and collar. An ermine 
wrap was smothered in tails. 


It might. 


Lon Chaney’s Face 
“The Big City” has Lon Chaney as a crook who uses no makeup out- 
side of a few heavy lines in the face, Marceline Day and Betty Comp- 
80n do some very good work. Miss Day as a young sap wears only a 
pretty face and no special dressing. Miss Compson has but one dancing 
frock and a tailored frock. 


LOMSKI BEATS SEKYRA 


(Continued from page 45) 


and then to slap Ross’ nose. He 
hit him on the beezer with both 
hands. Jim is that kind of a fight- 
er. Left or right is all the same 
to him. 

Andy Divodi defeated Jim Finley 
of Louisville in one of the three 
eight-rounders on the card. In the 
first round Finley shook Andy up 
with hard rights to the jaw. Divodi’s 
ability to take it and return the 
compliment discouraged Finley and 
after the second round, the Brook- 
lyn welter went out to win. 


Tells Parents to Develop 


He invariably grabbed Leo’s left 
arm, whereupon Lomski would flail 
to the short ribs—and what socks 
Reaching over Sekyra’s 


that busy right hand to the face, 
almost knocking him down in the 
first round. Joe's grip on Leo’s arm 
8aved him. 
Dayton Boys There 

A small bunch of Joe’s rooters | 
Were on hand equipped with plenty. 
They got noisy only once. That 
Was in the third round wi. *h Sekyra 
pe by a shade, Towards the close 
— claimed a foul, hobbling to 
d corner in pain. He recovered 
uring the rest minute and started 


Minneapolis, April 3. 
Parents should develop sex appeal 
in their girls because girls need it, 
the Northwest Conference for Child 


= Sekyra around the ring. Health and Parent Education was 
of he Dayton fighter showed flashes | told here by Prof. G. W. Friedrich 
fighting but his holding tactics |of the State Teachers’ college, St. 


Cloud, Minn. 

“Acquisition of a coquettish 
twinkle should be met with appro- 
bation by parents and, under cer- 
tain circumstances, even shorter 
skirts may become a virtue,” as- 
serted Prof. Friedrich. “Sex appeal, 
charm or ‘it,’ call this what youu 
may, is one of the must important 
phases of personality. Those who 
haven't it remain wall flowers. Much 


sipragges the lion-hearted coast boy 
see UP many points. In the 10th 
Ssion Joe landed a hard right to 
The latter countered 
Sek — right so promptly that 
yra’s attack folded right up. 

— Semi-final had Sunny Jim 
colored scrapper from 
winning over Benny 
he ey Buffalo. Ross looked so bad 
guy wi not seem to be the same 
10 gave Loughran a lively 


lop pe last summer, Williams | pends on this very ting, 
“round the ring, stopping new | professer 


Dyeing Hair on Time 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

One of Hollywood's beauty 
specialists, trying to keep up 
with the needs of feminine 
film players, has devised a 
process for dyeing brunette 
hair to blende and vice versa 
without the aid of the usual 
bleaching formula. The spe- 
cialist claims that with this 
new process the hair can be 
dyed for the length of time 
desired, 

Process was experimented on 
Marie Prevost, whose part in 
“The Godless Girl’ required 
blonde hair. In place of wear- 
ing a wig, the specialist turned 
her natural brown hair to a 
perfect blonde and guarantees 
to restore it back to its orig- 
inal color in the same time it 
took to dye it. 

This, if it turns out to be 
practical, will overcome many 
of the film producers’ problems 
in assigning contract players 
to fill certain roles. 


A TIMES SQUARE GAL 


WRITES BACK HOME 


(Another letter sent by Adelaide 


Smithson to her chum, Louise 
Chesterbrook of Cumbersome, 
Idaho.) 


New York, March 29. 
Dear Louisa: 


I'm s0 perplexed. That young 
man in the next room wants me to 
be a hostess in a night club, but I 
can’t make up mind. Please don’t 


tell Ma. 

It sounded lovely when he first 
mentioned it, but I have been 
around with him a couple of nights 
to some of those places ard while 
I haven't said anything to him about 
it, I just can’t make up my mind. 
He showed me some hostesses at 
work. They look nice enough and 
behaved well, too, but it seems to 
me you must be very forward in a 
job like that. 

A hostess is expected to make it 
pleasant for the guests and the thing 
I can’t get just yet is whether the 
guests make it pleasant for the 
hostess. I am certain I saw one of 
them make a date with a man she 
had just met in the place. I 
watched the whole thing. He gave 
her a card, a bill and a pinch. Sup- 
posing I took the job and.they did 
that to me, strange men. What 
would I do? But don’t tell Ma. 

I spoke to the young man about 
the girl taking those things and 
asked him what I should do? All 
he said was: 

“Chump, take 'em the way she did 
and hope for the best.” 


Wife Only Insane 


Mr. Riffin finally called me up, to 
say his wife had gone insane, ex- 
plaining why she had hit me when 
I was modeling in his store. You 
‘remember. He had told me his wife 
was an invalid. Ee said her in- 
sanity explained everything, also 
why I’d have to stop working in his 
place, so he’s going to send me two 
weeks’ salary, but said that if I 
moved to let him know and if I 
would lke to go to a road house 
with him some night? 

I’m in a terrible predicament, 
Louisa. I haven’t much money and 
if I don’t become: a_ hostess, I 
haven’t a bit of work in sight un- 
less Mr. Riffin will take me back. 
That young man next door said 
Mr. Riffiin had made a simp out of 
me, giving me $40 a week when 
good models are worth from $80 to 
$100. But I told him the Riffin 
firm handled cheap goods and he 


Sex Appeal in Daughters | 


of the future happiness of girls de- | 
said the } 


isaid they had handled me the same 
| way, wanting to know what I had 
'made on the side. Do you know 
what that means, Louisa? 

As I go around I see plenty of 
| girls in what seem to be nice jobs. 
|Guess I’ve been unfortunate, al- 
though the young man says if I be- 
a hostess it will be worth a 


come 
| lot to me as I may fiid out how to 
lbe agreeable and what that means 
| to a looker, as he calls me. He told 
‘me I have millions, but don’t know 


iit, and he’s always talking about 
imy looks. 
This is the way he talks, but 


idon't tell Ma! 
“Baby, you’re a pip but dumb and 
lyou have got to be wised up how to 
leash. I had a frail that was a bum 
lalongside of you but she sloughed 
me just when the dough started to 
i flow.” 

It sounded like a compliment but 
make it all out. 
a few things like 


couldnt 


a 
Riffin said 


too, and 


Mr. | 
that, | 


VARIETY 47 
By Nellie Revell 
If you are ever lucky enough to be invited to anything staged by 
Sophie Tucker don't miss it. Whether it’s a Christmas tree. a birthday 
party, or a wedding that “under the personal direction of Sophie” always 


mean: . R. O. Saturday night I was fortunate enough to be a guest 


at two brilliant affairs, The wedding of Sophie’s sister. Anna and the 

Naked Truth dinner. And with all due respect to the AMPA they 

should get Sophie to run the next one. She put on real Hippodrome 
at 


stuff. There was no erying at this wedding. 
It was an intimate affair of only a few hundred relatives and closest 
friends. Enough wit and talent present to build a review. Jack Yellen 
insists it was the first time he ever met Sophie when she hadn't asked 
him for an opening song, And Soph stoutly denied that the “R S V Pp” 
on the wedding invitations meant “Remember Send Vedding Presents.” 


Only love, life and laughter, 


I've been that busy going to shows, to wedding, to the AMPA dinner 
and telling Reggie Doran good bye and keeping her husband from getting 
lonely, that I have not had time to do much else. 

Reading over the above sentence I find that I am very much in the 
same postion as the reporter who was assigned to write a story about 
a very fashionable wedding. He failed to return to the office until after 
the paper had gone to press, and when the city editor inquired about the 
wedding-story, the reporter replied: 

“Oh, there wasn't any story. The bridegroom didn’t show up!" 


Do You Hear That 


The Actors’ Fund Home at Staten Island will soon be closed and the 
guests removed to Engelwood, N. J., to the house formerly used as The 
Percy Williams’ Home? The Percy Williams’ Home, temporarily at 
Engelwood, N. J., has moved to its permanent quarters at Islip, L. L, 
the homestead of the late Percy Williams. “~e 

Bernold Rienold is the superintendent in charge? 

Edgar Allan Woolf has written a vaudeville sketch for Jessie Busley 
entitled “Radio”? 

C. B. Dillingham sails shortly? 

A. L. Erlanger will summer in Atlantic City? 

Ted Doner is still in a serious condition in a hospital in La Jolla, Cal, 
as a result of an automobile accident in which one girl was killed and 
two injured? 

Russel Medcraft and wife returned from London? 

Florence Johns returned yesterday from a vacation in England and 
reports having been married while there? 

Charles Sylber and wife, Marie Paris, have gone to Australia for a 
two years engagement? 

Frankie Baily of Weber and Fields fame has left the Percy Williams’ 
Home where she has been for several months and is hostess at the new 
Hotel Lincoln? 

Rosalie Stewart is soon to produce a comedy written by James Forbes? 

Elsie Lawson playing in “Whispering Friends” was formerly Mrs. 
Rudolph Frimil? 

Three acts are using the “Hallelujah” music at the Palace this week? 

Channing Pollock has written a new play called “Mister Money Penny.” 
It has 54 speaking parts? 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Marks (Rita Weiman) will go abroad in July 
and remain for the London opening of “The Acquittal” of which Miss 
Weiman is the author? 

Roy D’Arcy is flirting with vaudeville and is rehearsing with Lita 
Gray Chaplin? 

Owen J. Ryan is the new manager of the Astor theatre, New York? 

George Beatty has been signed for three years with K-A-O? 

Floyd Scott just transplanted from Chicago’s Orpheum office to New 
York misses the warmth of the Loop and is laid up with the grippe? 

Otis Skinner will be seen in a new play next season by Edward Childs 
Carpenter, who sailed yesterday accompanied by Mrs. Carpenter for a 
two months visit to London and Italy? 

Harry Bryant, manager for the Astaires, has gone to Philly to open 
“Here’s Howe,” which comes to New York in two weeks. Then he will 
manage both attractions while Carl Bernstein will exploit them? 

John Donnelly is the company manager for “Our Betters” 
Henry Miller? 

Larry Reid, who has been writing about the screen and its occupants for 
15 years, is on his first visit to Hollywood? = 

aura Burt, actress, is studying in Rome? 
Helen Ware is in a new drama which none other than Gene Buck will 


at the 


produce? 
Ramon Novarra sails next week-for the Canary Islands to visit his 


two sisters who are nuns and whom he has not seen for 15 years? 
3every Sitgraves is ill at the Hotel Somerset? 

Nina Buck, erstwhile wife of Frank Buck, is the demonstrator for the 
coffee manufacturer who supplies the Roxy patrons with coffee in the 
foyer? 

Abie Brinn, of the Orpheum press department, is confined to his home 
with scarlet fever. Abie incidently is a son-in-law of David Schwartz, 
newsdealer on 47th street corner of Palace theatre building? 

The Barr Twins gave a large party at the Hotel Somerset Sunday 
night? No casualties, 

Bellville Gideon may return to London April 21? 

Adolphe Menjou and Kathryn Carver have gone abroad to be married? 

Martin Brown, erstwhile vaudevillian, now successful playwright, 
returned yesterday to London where he spends most of his time? 

Ruth Elder and Courtney Riley Cooper were guests of honor at the 
Woman Pays Club Tuesday? 

John Flinn left for the coast last week to confer with Cecil DeMille on 
“The Godless Girl’? 

Ernest Torrence sails for Scotland April 15 to spend his vacation? 

Florence Reed sails May 5 for her first trip to Europe? 

Nevada Farrington suffered a heart attack last week in Chicago and 
was removed to the American hospital? 

Eddie Harshall is resting in Phoenix, Ariz.? 

Walter Daniels is ill in the Cafifornia hospital, Los Angeles, and wants 
to hear from friends? 


May your Easter chicks be full of tricks 
And hatch golden eggs by the stack, 

And may your Easter bunny just to be funny 
Raise Jack Rabbits ful: of jack. 


he always touched my |and those buyers I met in the place. 
when he did it, mentioning} Well, I've got to make up my 
xion, but I commenced |mind between now and Sunday that 


my comple 
‘on Satie that h« wasn’t just touch- | young ran says. ie keeps on 
jing, he was rubbing my cheeks, saying he can’t waste time on me 
'maybe thinking I had paint on. inless I develop faster. If he would 
Funny Young Man only tell right out what he means, 
I don’t like that young man in! but he doesn't, so I don’t know. 
jthe next room, either. The longer! Why don’t you write me more 
I know him the more’ funny- | often? 
\Wike he seems Never works as far | Lots of Love. Addie. 
'as I know and when I asked him if | PP, S--Don't you think I could 
ihe did, he got angry, saying: get a good job in C ‘ » with 
i“Listen, rubber, do I owe you any- my experience? I know even mores 
thing?” But he's the only man 21 than I have written yuu, but don’t 
know so far excepting Mr. Rilfin(jtell Ma. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper’) 


Second week business at the new 
Palace, New York, was worse than 
the first. Keith office booking the 
house in_ opposition to Hammer- 
stein's, which was supposed to 
hold a zone “franchise.” Keith in- 
terests pretended to have no direct 
connection with Palace, which was 
purported to be Martin Beck's. 


English acts booked abroad for 
U.B.O, (Keith-Orpheum) time took 
a stand against cancellation under 
the two-week clause. Variety Art- 
ists’ Federation instructed afl acts 
to scratch the two-week clause, and 
when cancellations came to serve 


. notice they would report for work 


and sue for salary. K-O agency 
immediately crawled and withdrew 
cancellations already made. 

Jones, Linick & Schaefer, Chicago 
circuit, led revolt in the Ass'n. 
by withdrawing from its books, 
Action followed disregard of exist- 
ing zone protection by Ass'‘n. the- 
atre operators. 


On the heels of failure of the Edi- 
gon “talking pictures” a new de- 
vice was being introduced. Klaw 
& Erlanger had control of the new 
“talker” which was being promoted 
by Pat Casey in association with 
A. H. Woods. Percy G. Williams 
and Marcus Loew were present at 
a demonstration at the New Ams- 
terdam. 


Suppression of a painting called 
“September Morn” created a furore, 
and now a vaudeville act was being 
framed with that title. 

Bert and Betty Wheeler were a 
Pantages act. Bert went into the 
hospital in Milwaukee for appendi- 
citis operation. 


Mack Sennett owned a Stutz that 
could go 90 miles an hour and it 
was used in a railroad film sequence 
with Sennett riding in it and driven 
by Barney Oldfield. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Eva Le Galienne’s subscription plan for 200,000 members of her Civic 
Repertory Company in the 14th Street theatre, with $ entrance fee for 
each member, gives benefit in form of discount on admission. Monday 
and Tuesday the discount is 50 per cent off the regular printed price; 
Wednesday and Thursday, 30 per cent off, with Friday and Saturday, 
10 per cent allowed. 


A week ur so ago a Pacific coast theatrical man was ordered to a 
hospital, suffering from cancer. Some months ago the man, who has a 
wide circle of friends in legit and picture fields, worked for a brief 
period for Henry (Terry) Duffy, coast stock producer, When Duffy 
was told of the former employe’s condition and his lack of finances, the 
producer not only devoted practically an entire afterncon in leoking up 
the sick man and attending to his immediate wants but assigned his 
general manager, Dick Marshall, to spend as much time as was neces- 
sary to see that the unfortunate received every possible care and at- 
tention. 

Some friends of Duffy heard about it and advised Variety of the cir- 
cumstances. They think it’s the best way to let Duffy know how highly 
the Frisco show circles appreciate what he did. 


Henry Myers is rapidly forging ahead as a dramatist and lyricist, 
although Myers got a slow start. He wrote “The First Year” and did 
not follow it with anything important until brought to the attention 
of Arthur Hammerstein by George Holland. George, Arthur’s publicity 
director, guaranteed Myers to his chief with the result that after his 
first effort for Hammerstein, Myers will write all of the words and 
dialog of Hammerstein’s new musical. 


George Abbott will get a cut in on the royalties of “Ringside” which 
Gene Buck will produce. It sends the Buck royalty scale up to 20 per 
cent for above $16,000, an enormous royalty outgo for a drama. Abbott 
is collaborator upon the script written by Hy Daab and fillinname. 


Fred Stone’s airplane flight from Detroit to Baltimore, where his 
“Criss Cross” show was routed from Detroit, wound up on a farm near 
Mansfield, O. Stene and his pilot, Lieut. John L. Campion, were forced 
down. The plane was purchased by Stone in Wichita, Kans., a short 
time ago, and was delivered to him here. His first trip was made the 
day before the attempted flight to Balto. 

Stone made the balance of the journey on a choo-choo. 


In Detroit, when John Golden’s “Two Girls Wanted” disbanded, its 
scenery was sold to the Mt. Clemens high school of that city. 


The fifth floor of the Fairchild Pubiications building at 8 East 13th 
street, New York, is devoted to the most complete library in America 
concerning costumes worn by men, women and children since the be- 
ginning of civilization up to the present time. The librarly consists of 
850 volumes including thousands of photographs and illustrations which 
information is available to period or costume play producers for au- 
thoritative research. Kelcey Allen, dramatic editor of “Women’s Wear 
Daily” has advised show people of this fund of costume information 
for which the Fairchild Publications make no charge. Louis Harmuth 
is in charge of the department. 

I. addition to the costumes, accessory articles like pins, needles, hair- 
dress, umbrellas, canes, etc., accompanying each outfit are shown. 


Gilbert Miller, who recently married the daughter of Bache, millionaire 
New York banker, is reported having purchased a chateau in France. 
Thai he intends living abroad permanently is denied, although his the- 
atre interests in London are considerable. 

Miller is said to be earning money from theatre leases which he secured 
at modest prices during the war and he is recently reported. adding to 
his London holdirgs by securing a lease on the Lyric. Miller is under 
contract with Paramount to conduct the Charles Frohman office legit 
production activities. He presents such attractions under his own name. 


Censor trouble which threatened “Porgy” in Boston is temporarily 
cleared up. Last week it appeared for a time that the play might be 
banned, as was “Lulu Belle,” which also employed colored actors, at 
the instance of colored Republican politicians in Boston who made 
complaints. 

The “Boston Transcript,” Republican paper, came out strongly against 
the proposed “Porgy” ban, the paper's critic, H. T. Parker, mentioning 
that Boston censorship of this kind had a “political cast.” The same 
paper carried on its front page that the play would be allowed to open. 
City Censor Casey is expected to sit in on the opening performance. 


The Actors’ Fund has received word from London of the will of 
Sidney Herbert, American actor, who died there last December. Upon 
the demise of Mrs. Herbert, a room at St. Vincent's hospital, New York, 
is to be endowed,for the Fund. For the purpose $35,000 is to be devoted. 
A similar amount is to be bequeathed to the Institution for the Blind 
in London. 


*“Rose-Marie’s” closing in Detroit recently had no connection with the 
showing of the “Rose-Marie”’ motion picture, booked in against the 
attraction in several stands. The operetta had played out its time re- 
peating in a number of cities, including Detroit, where it drew profitable 


Inside Stuff—Vandeville 


A new version of a gambling story is being told about a small time 
actor, who wanted to play the Palace. He hung around Broadway, 
importuned and borrowed from his friends, stood for everything, but 
finaJly got the Palace date. Immediately he upstaged his former pals, 
who called him a heel. He admitted it, saying that now he had gotten 
on the big time, he would take care of himself. 

After the Palace and another date or two, he was back on the small 
time, and again going through the same processes with his friends as 
before, acknowledging he had made a fool of himself, etc. His pals 
forgave him, changed the heel to big head and thought he was okay 
once more. 

Then the small timer got a job with a Broadway production. It looked 
good and everyone was jubilant. Opening night and wires. After the 
performance a swarm of the cronies back stage to congratulate the 
small timer who had made a hit. They all started to talk at once, but 
he waved them quiet, saying: 

“Listen, boys, that heel feeling is coming on again.” 


Irene Stanley, 21, booked a couple of months ago to appear at Bel- 
grave’s Cafe, in Colon, Panama, never reached that port. She got off 
the boat at Havana, but, having a performer’s passport, which does not 
permit stop-overs, she had to return to the United States immediately. 

The story is that Miss Stanley met some people aboard ship who 
frightened her about conditions in the Latin countries. The talent that 
accompanied Miss Stanley has since returned to New York, having 
completed their booking. 


Agents looking at next: week’s Palace, New York, bill won’t have any 


need for any wild dashes to the banks with their commissions. The 
Palace bill comes close 


to being booked almost direct from upstairs 
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without any commish due to anybody for making the theatre placement. 

Most of the program comprises what agents and bookers more 
familiarly label “office acts.” 

Among these is the new Eugene O’Brien sketch, “Restitution,” by Tom 
Barry. O’Brien is the well known film star. Still others are Al, Shean 
and Lynn Canter and the Elsa Ersi and Nay Ayer acts. 

There might be an out were the Palace booking bureau brought to 
task for the apparent slight to the booking experts that do biz with 
K-A-O. Next week is “N. V. A. Week” and that covers a multitude of 
alibis and touches. 


In Manchester, N. H., William C. Canning who for eight years has 
managed Keith’s Palace there when not ballyhooing his show and 
running charity benefits for local organizations, is giving his yltra- 
violet ray machine a workout. 

Bill Canning has had the machine for several years and had worked 
so many cures with its rays that he has been nicknamed “doc” by some 
of his friends. 

Once in awhile an act on his bill needs some quick medical and sur- 
gical attention. Before deciding upon any operation Canning gives 
‘em the works on the machine. Results of Canning’s therapy have 
caused proposed operations to-be postponed indef. Years ago Canning 
was on the stage himself. 


For the first time ever known it is said that the Keith-Albee office in 
New York has been cabling English circuits not to hold or future-book 
American featured turns over there. It’s but another instance of the exe 
treme shortage of stage material with the vaudeville theatres over here. 


Reports are that if Lawrence J. Golde makes the progress anticipated 
with his independent booking agency in New York, that there may fol- 
low an understanding between his and the William Morris office. As 
Golde intends placing vaude bills for the independent houses, such q 
connection would mutually fit in rather well. 


Members of Publix units are the subjects of deportment reports seng 
into the home office regularly. A close tab seems to be kept on conduct, 
in and out of the theatre. 

A performer was let out after one week in Chicago because the de<- 
portment report back stage was not so good. 


From the present outlook on vaude production activities it wo 
that the K-A-O circuit production department will be aun te ‘hold 
the bag on flashes and production acts for next season. 

Even the most prolific producers have balked upon the $1,000 maximum 
set for flashes by the circuit for the remainder of this season and next 
and have practically suspended activity on productions until a better 
price is forthcoming. Most of the producers shying at the big acts are 
going in for small cast sketches to play anywhere. 

Another angle on the new low for flashes has already cropped up with 
K-A-O bookers in mapping out additional time for acts over that figure 
but demanding a shaving, with most of the acts walking out of the are 
rangement and finding time elsewhere. 


The K-A-O circuit has begun refurbishing its neighborhood houses 
with presentation settings undoubtedly prompted by the heavy opposi- 
tion of the picture houses. Painted scenery is being scrapped for drapes 
and cycs to build up attractive backgrounds for acts carrying no special 
scenery and generally working in olio. 

Considerable opposition on the loss of advertising revenue on the 
painted drops cropped up but was eventually sacrifice for the beautify- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 20) 


prominence in the battle for the Brookhart bill and other measures 
calculated to force producer-distributors to sell product to independents. 


The Schine, up-N. Y.-state circuit, which made about $500,000 net last 
year, is about to market its stock. A sale is probably looked for in its 
own territory that ranges toward the northern and western part of the 
state. Schine operates around 65 houses. 


Models of American studios, in miniature, have been sent to The Hague, 
Holland, by most of the film companies as representation in an Inter- 
national Film Exhibition to be held there during April and May. 

The American companies are co-operating without knowing much 
about the purpose of the Dutch proposition. Apparently it’s a scheme 
of Hague business men to attract visitors. 


A well known screen comic recently became very temperamental with 
his employers a*ter they had farmed him out to other producers. While 
playing at other studios, the comic was showered with kindness and 
accorded courtesies he had never received before. Among these was 
the furnishing of a five piece orchestra to inspire him. 

When the actor returned to his home studio, he demanded the same 
treatment and a five piece orchestra, but all he got was an accordion. 


F. McGrew Willis has been preparing an original titled “Power” for 
production at the DeMille studios. One of the climaxes in the story calls 
for a dam break, so when news of the reeent St. Francis disaster came 
through a group of cameramen were immediately dispatched to that 
location. 


Japan has at least one picture trade paper, “The Movie Times,” issued 
every 10 days at Tokio. It carries colored inserts in the advertising, also 
a few announcements of native pictures with pictures of Jap players 
amongst the remainder of mostly American films. Many of the English 
titles are repeated in Japanese, while the reviews, written in Japanese, 
are héaded by the English titles. 

The Movie Times Pub. Co., Ltd., is named as the publisher with no 
individuals mentioned. Several old American pictures are advertised but 
also some of the newer ones. Translation of the original English script 
in the American trade marks is not. attempted. 


A juvenile star making pictures for a big organization over the hill 
from Hollywood, hired a personal press agent a little over a year ago. 
In addition to keeping the name of the star in print, the P. A. is obliged 
to act in the capacity of valet and body guard. 

The press agent is a married man. When the valet job got too heavy, 
to the point where he had to stand-by with the star both day night, the 
wife squawked and the press agent was forced to ask modification of 
hours. The star gave him the aiternative of staying and submit to the 
hours, or quit. The press agent is remaining as times are hard. 


Boris Petroff, production director for the Capitol, New York, feels 
that a statement in Variety’s review of his unit “Araby” needs elabora- 
tion. Mention was made that the stace show opening on St. Patrick's 
day ignored the day. That was because the unit is intended to play 
the entire Publix-Loew circuit, says Mr. Petroff. 


Gertrude Astor, considered one of the best screen heavies, worked for 
19 weeks at a salary of $750 a week at Universal on ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 
When the picture had its Los Angeles showing one sequence was all that 
Miss Astor appeared in, with her time on the screen being about four 
seconds. 
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JEANNE EAGELS UNDER EQUITY 


SUSPENSION; DECISION FRIDAY 


Actors’ Ass’n Considers Own Charges, Besstie Man- 
agers Fail to Press Complaint—Players in Com- 
pany Have Not Complained 


Equity’s Council yesterday con- 
gidered charges against Jeanne 
Eagels, blamed for causing the clos- 
ing of “Her Cardboard Lover” on 
tour through willful failure to ap- 


“pear in Milwaukee and St. Louis. 


It was alleged the star was unable 
to appear because of over-indul- 
gence. 

After a prolonged hearing, during 
which the star vigorously defended 
herself, decision as to extended sus- 
pension or money penalty was .put 
over until Friday. Failure of the 
show management to appear at the 
hearing aided Miss Eagels’ case. 

Miss Eagels was automatically 
and actually suspended from good 
standing in Equity two weeks ago 
after she refused to see Equity’s 
Chicago representative who was 
gent to Milwaukee after complaints 
anent her conditicn had been made 
by the management. Her standing 
as a suspended member means_that 
no other Equity player will be per- 
mitted to appear with her until she 
is again in good standing. : 

It was known Monday that A. H. 
Woods and Gilbert Miller who pro- 


_duced “Cardboard Lover” were not 


inclined to press the charges agaiff&t 
Miss Eagels. One is said to have 
expressed pity over her predicament, 
while the star is reported saying 
she had been persecuted by the 
show management because asked to 
work when ill. 
Double Punishment 

Although the proceedings at 
Equity were not disclosed it was 
expected that Miss Eagels woul 
not only draw a long suspensio 
but that before reinstatement would 
be required to repay the losses en- 
tailed by the two dark weeks in 
Milwaukee and St. Louis. The ac- 
tual cost of the enforced layoffs 
was $10,000. That included salaries 
to the players, expenses paid the 
theatre and transportation back 
from St. Louis. 

In addition there may be added 
the loss sustained by the Milwau- 
kee Press Club, which had a pro- 
gram carrying $5,000 in advertising. 
The club had arranged the benefit 
for the first night of “Lover.” 

Despite the inclination of the 
producers to drop the charges 
egainst Miss Eagels, it was ex- 
plained that Equity’s own charges 
still remained. When its Chicago 
deputy reported back that she was 
not only unable to play but in no 
condition to talk things cver with 
him, the council suspended her and 
charges were made. Equity had or- 
dered Miss Eagels to see their rep- 
resentative and be ready to open in 
St. Louis, 

These charges parallel those of 
the show’s producers and could not 
be voided unless Miss Eagels’ de- 
fense proved them groundless. 
Equity was virtually forced to take 
action on its own as a protection 
for the other players in the com- 
pany. None of the cast is said to 
have made complaint. Equity ap- 
pears to regard Miss Eagels’ ac- 
tions as the most serious contract 
breach by a player formally pre- 
sented to it. 

In addition to Woods and Miller’s 
lukewarm attitude re the Eagels 
charges, Sam H. Harris was much 
interested in quashing the case be- 
cause the star is under contract 
with him for next season. The 
other managers appeared to defer 
to Harris’ wishes in the matter. 


Peeved 


has resigned 


Harry Reichenbach 
as prompter for the Green Room 
Club. It appears he picked up a 
frouch because the club stalled on 
his suggestion of giving a dinner 
to Ruth Elder. The aviatrix was 
recently placed under contract by 
Ziegfeld. 

Reichenbach has been general 
representative for Ruth since she 
attempted to fly to Europe and be- 
came famous through a miraculous 
rescue at sea, 


Bogart-Philips Marriage 
Hartford, Conn., April 3. 

A marriage license was taken out 
in Hartford by Humphrey De For- 
est Bogard, 28, of New York City, 
who appeared in Hartford in “Sat- 
urday’s Children,” and Mary Philips, 
29, actress, of Hartford. 


DEMAND FOR GIVEAWAY 
SHOW DROPPING OFF 


B. 0. Men at Belmont Now 
Hang Around All Day—For- 
merly Cleaned by 10:30 


Monday somebody dropped into 
the Belmont, New York, where “The 
Ladder” is playing and where all 
tickets for the show are still being 
given away free. The caller asked: 
“How’s business?” and the ticket 
man answered: “Not so good.” 
Then he explained: “We used to 
open the box office at 10 a. m. and 
in half an hour all the tickets would 
be gone. But now we have to stay 
open all day to give ’em away.” 

“The Ladder” moves back to the 
Cort April 16, where the free ticket 
racket will be continued and the 
terossless show may continue there 
through the summer. The piece 
originally opened at the Mansfield, 
moved to the Waldorf, thence to the 
Cort, where it spanned last sum- 
mer. The Lyric then got it and 
after that the Belmont, with the 
Cort completing the circuit through 
the latest “booking” of the freakiest 
show that ever hit Broadway. 

Edgar B. Davis, the magnate 
whose coin spending has kept the 
show going, guaranteed all the 
houses mentioned. In the case of 
both the Waldorf and Mansfield, the 
sure guarantee money was passed 
up to present flops. 


Eder Held as Suspect 
In Harrington Murder 


Detectives of the Homicide Squad 
of the New York Police Department 
departed for Kansas City yesterday 
(Tuesday) to enter extradition pro- 
ceedings against Albert Eder, in- 
dicted in New York for the murder 
of Emmaleine Harrington, actress. 

Eder was arrested by postal au- 
thorities in Kansas City last week 
on charges of having forged money, 
orders. During questioning it de- 
veloped that Eder is alleged to have 
admitted being friendly with Mrs. 
Harrington and also boasted about 
having carried a suitcase contain- 
ing her clothes and jewelry after 
her murder in New York City last 
December. 

According to the Kansas City 
police, Eder claimed to have made 
an appointment with Mrs. Harring- 
ton to meet her in Springfield. 
Mass., which was never kept. Eder 
is alleged to have stated that when 
Mrs. Harrington did not make an 
appearance he became embroiled 
with two local girls to whom he dis- 
posed of most of Mrs. Harrington’s 
trinkets and lingerie. 

Mrs. Harrington, whose body was 
found badly battered in her New 
York apartment, had been a former 
stock actress and wife of Guy Har- 
rington, stock actor. Mrs. Harring- 
ton had been divoreed from her 
former husband since remarrying a 
non-professional. 

Eder’s arrest in Kansas City 
brought about a conflict between 
federal and state authorities of 
New York City, with the latter pre- 
senting a case against Eder to the 
Yrand Jury and@ an indictment for 
murder in the first degree eventu- 
ating, to block any possible further 
interference from federal authori- 


tion proceedings. 


Maude Leone Ill, Destitute 


Los Angeles, April 3. 
Maude Leone, 38, first wife of 
Willard Mack, the playwright, is 
seriously ill and 
Glendale (Calif.) Sanitarium, where 
she is being cared for by a group 
of friends, 


is searecely able to take nourish- 
ment. 


lar to that of Nora Bayes. 


recently with a Long Beach stock 
company. She married Mack 20 
years ago under his real name of 


MeLaughiin, 


LEGIT IMATE 
JED HARRIS’ EXCEPTIONAL TERMS 
BUT WILL GUARANTEE THEATRE 


Not Receiving Any House Profit, as Previously Re- 
Book With Either Syndicate— 
Considers Himself Independent 


a 


(BOBBY) 


(MARIE) 


WRIGHT and MARION 


Just returned to America after 


TWO YEARS’ successful tour in 
Europe and Africa, where we are 
due to return later this year. 


Playing “Cantive” for 
Officials of L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

With the selection of a jury going 
on today to try Edward Rowland 
and Leslie Pearce on charges of 
presenting an immoral and indecent 
play, “The Captive,” at the Mayan, 
an agreement was reached with 
City Prosecutor Lickley and the 
police department whereby a 
censorship performance of the play 
would be given tonight at the 
Mayan. 

For this performance certain sug- 
gestive lines and situations are to 
be deleted with the plan of leaving 
just a vague idea of what the play 
is all about to the imagination of 
the audience. 

If the play is acceptable to 
Lickley and the police in its new 
form it is likely that trial of the 
nine members of the cast, and Row- 
land and Pearce, will be called off, 
the defendants dismissed, with the 
play allowed to resume its run at 
the Mayan April 5. 

Those to be invited to attend the 
special performance are the city 
prosecutor and staff, police officials, 
several ministers, reformers and 
newspaper people. 


Hearst 


Six months ago William Randolph 
Hearst told two local Coast pro- 
dacers that he would not stand for 
them staging “Th: Captive” in Los 
Angeles. These producers told him 
that if they did not some one else 
would. Hearst is said to have re-, 
plied that he would stop t’.e produc- 
tion no matter who put it on. Ed 
Rowland and A. Leslie Pearce ob- 
tained the rights for the Coast and 
produced it March 21 at the Mayan. 

The Hearst ultimatum held 
good as the next day the Los 
Angeles “Examiner” appeared with 
editorial comment, reviews and 
statements of reformers and others 
that the play should be closed. That 
evening accompanied by two re- 
porters from the L. A. “Examiner,” 
Police Captain Jackson head of the 
Purity and Vice Squad appeared 
at the theatre to arrest the cast 
on a charge of violating a city or- 
dinance by appearing and presenting 
a play that was lewd, obscene and 
indecent. They were confronted at 
the front door by Attorneys Jose jh 
Marchetti and Arthur W. Green, 
who served an injunction on them 
issued by Superior Court Judge 
Burnell] restraining them from in- 
terfering with the show. Mean- 
time Rowland and Pearce had been 
placed under arrest on a charge 
of presenting an indecent and 
obscene entertainment and were 
released on bail of $250 each until 
March 30 when their case is to be 
heard. 

The injunction of Judge Burnell 
kept the police out of the theatre 
March 23. However, early on the 


destitute at 


'part of the theatre men, the city 


Her case, clinically, is simi- ; matinee. 
| for 
Miss Leone was appearing until | officers sat through the first two 


morning of March 24, without for- 


| mal notification to the attorneys for 
ties which may have stalled extradi- | theatre men application was made 
| by City Prosecutor Likely to Judge 


Marshall ¥. McComb to vacate the 
injunction, Likely informed the 
eourt that the injunction prevented 
peace officers from enforcing a penal 
ordinance, He called several police 
officers to testify and the order was 
vacated. 

Having upset the move on the 


prosecutor instructed the police to 


Her recovery is doubtful], as she | arrest the management and mem- 


bers of the cast at the Saturday 
The house held capacity 
the performance. Two police 


acts of the play after which Capt. 


| Jackson informed the cast that they 


were all under arrest and that the 
play could not continue. 


ported—Can 


KOLB & DILL SUE MGRS. 
ON SLANDER CHARGE 


$150,000 Asked from Giesea 
and Turner—Followed Can- 
Cellation of Comics’ Show 


San Francisco, Apri! 3. 

G. William Kolb and Max Dill 
(Kolb & Dill, dutch comics) have 
filed suit in Superior Court here for 
$150,000 for alleged slander, naming 
Fred Giesea, local legit booking 
manager; West Coast Theatres and 
Nick O. Turner, manager of the 
California, Stockton (West Coast). 

The slander action is an aftter- 
math of a suit filed by Giesea 
against the comedians following re- 
fusal of Turner and Giesea to let 
the Kolb and Dill show, “Queen 
High” play at Stockton after Kolb 
and Dill had changed it from a mu- 
sical comedy to straight comedy by 
eliminating the chorus. That was 
on March 30, last. 

Giesea bought the “Queen High” 
show for Stockton for $1,600. It 
was advertised and billed as a mu- 
sical comedy. 

Manager Turner made a curtain 
speech to the capacity house, in- 
forming them that the comics were 
trying to cheat on the production 
and announced that all money 
would be refunded. Suit was then 
filed against the team with trial of 
the case scheduled for this month. 

One of the curious angles of the 
present slander suit is that Kolb 
and Dill are under a long contract 
to West Coast Theatres circuit and 
are now heading a Fanchon and 
Marco unit up north. When the 
Kolb and Dill unit was routed north 
out of Los Angeles, a stipulgtion 
was contained in their contract that 
the unit must not play Stockton, 
the comedians not wanting to run 
the risk of having their show 
legally tied up there. 


Charles Miller, one of the cast, 
made a speech to the audience tell- 
ing them of what was coming off 
and took a slap at Hearst by quot- 
ing a review of Alan Dale’s okay- 
ing the show. Tne audience was 
informed it could have seats for 
another performance or get a 
refund. 

Gave Night Show 


All of tue players wi’: the two 
rroducers were taken from _ the 
theatre to the Central Station. There 
the following actors, Charles Miller, 
Ann [I vis, Marian Sutherland, Olive 
Tell, Kenneth Thompson, Lawrence 
Grant, Heggie Hay and Fred Wal- 
lace, besides the produ ers, were 
hooked. They went through the 
formality of being fingerprinted and 
searched and after two hours were 
released on bail cf $250 each, 

Again the law was on hand. But 
this time they let them finish the 
show and escorted them to the 
bastile where the same charges were 
preferred and release was obtained 
in $50 bail per head. Again the 
same procedure Sunday night in 
the sam-_ way. 

Though the Hearst morning paper 
was active in the battle on the 
show, the Hearst evening paper, 
“Herald” remained neutral. Fol- 
lowing on the trail of the “Examiner” 
the “Evening Express” and “Record” 
also started a campaign against the 
show. Following the opening per- 
formance the only dailies to carry 
the advertising of the attraction 
were the “Times,” “News,” and 
“Herald.” But up to the opening 
day all of the papers accepted the 
ads with cash in advance. 

Th? audiences who attended the 
performances which resulted in ar- 
rests signed a petition stating that 
they could see nothing lewd, obscene 
or indecent in the play. There were 
some 2,000 signatures obtained. 

At one of the performances which 
was a matinee for the relief of the 
Saint Francis Dam victims $1,460 
was turned over to the American 
Red Cross, 


Around $13,500 was taken in on 


the first five performances. 


Although the report that Jed 
Harris is to receive a percentage of 
house profits for shows produced 
by him and booked into Shubert 
theatres was in error, Harris is 
said to have proposed exceptional 
sharing terms based on his record 
as a producer of three big gross 
shows out of four in the past two 
years, 
The pla. is not one-sided. Har- 
ris proposes to guarantee theatres 
against loss during the engagement 
of his attractions. In return he 
seeks this sliding seale: his attrac- 
tions to get 60 per cent. of the first 
$10,000 in gross; 70 per cent. on 
takings between $10,000 and $15,000, 
and 80 per cent. on all over $15,000. 
Such terms are akin to major mu- 
sical comedy sharing figures. 
Harris rates himself an independ- 
ent, refusing to tie up to a book- 
ing agreement in return for a cash 
bonus. He prefers to gamble for 
higher terms if his shows draw 
heagy money. The young producer 
is said to have turned down a 
proposition to lease a theatre this 
year, rejecting certain incident con- 
ditions. He is reputed to be free 
to book with etiher the Shuberts or 
Erlanger for forthcoming produc- 
tions. 


“Royal Family” Terms 


“The Royal Family,” first pro- 
posed for the Broadhurst, where 
“Broadway” made a long run, has 
averaged over $23,000 weekly at the 
Selwyn. The sharing terms are said 
to be 60 per cent. for the first $10,- 
000; 65 per cent. to $18,000, and 
65 per cent. straight if over $18,000. 
Under Harris’ proposed schedule 
of percentages en the basis of 
$20,000 average the house share 
would be $6,500 weekly or a profit of 
about $2,500. As the show exceeded 
the anticipated pace the house share 
would net close to $3,000 without a 
chance of loss. 

The usual attractions sharing 
terms for non-musical attractions 
on Broadway are 50 per cent. up to 
$5,000; 60 per cent. thereafter, and 
if the gross is over $12,000 the at- 
t.action gets 60 per cent. straight. 
Im some cases the first 50 per cent. 
sharing is higher than $5,000. Other 
terms may require first money to 
the house or guarantees. 

Harris's “Coquette,” current, at 
Maxine Elliott's, is said to get 60 
per cent. of the first $10,000 and 65 
per cent. on all over. The only 
other attraction known to have re- 
ceived as favorable terms in this 
house was “The Constant Wife,” 
last season. 


House Profits 


“Broadway,” Harris’ first suce 
cess, was the only one of his shows 
getting a share of the house profits. 
The arrangement was for 25 per 
cent. of such net earnings. That 
contract was entered into under 
peculiar conditions. Aarons and 
Freedley had rented the Broad- 
hurst from the Shuberts intending 
to present “Oh, Kay” there. There 
was a six-week Interlude and the 
original booking of “Broadway” was 
for only that period, the house man- 
agement agreeing to the profit split 
because’ the sSroadhurst might 
otherwise have remained dark. 
“BroadW&y” turned a smash 
and the profit percentage was ex- 
tended, the show running over a 
year. 

Harris has laid out a new produc- 
tion program, his bookings pending 
acceptance of his plan guarantecing 
theatres against loss and the ex- 
pectation tha. the new shows will 
measure up to the others in gross 


getting. 


Few Spring Tryouts 


From indications the 
usual cron of spring tryouts will 
be far below par this season. Less 
than a dozen have been located and 
at least half of those doubtful, de- 
pendent upon successful financial 
promotion. 

Few of the 


present 


veteran producers 
have announced spring tryouts, 
leaving the field practically to the 
novice independent. 

Aside from the established mue« 
sical annuals there seems little now 
in sight for the summer legit sea- 
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Shows in N. Y. 


and Comment 


mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 
D (dvama); 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
R (revue); M (musical comedy); 


Variance 


(comedy); 
F (farce); O (operetta). 


“A Connecticut Yankee,” Vander- 
bilt (23d week) (M-882-$5.50). 
Business erratic last week; most 
non-musicals again slipping down; 
theatre parties figured to aid this 
week (Holy Week); “Yankee” 
holds to excellent trade, bettering 
22,000 right along. 

“A Free Soul,” Klaw (13th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Final week; slip- 
ping for some time; last week 
about $6,500, figured even break; 
dark next week; “The Breaks,” 
April 16. 

“And So to Bed,” Bijou (C-605-$3.30). 
Laying off Holy Week (current); 
resumes next Monday matinee 
(Easter); completed 22 weeks last 
Saturday. 

“Burlesque,” Plymouth (32d week) 
(CD-1,041-$3.85). Led non-musi- 
eals earlier in season and main- 
tains highly profitable pace; 
around $15,000. 

“Cock Robin,” Booth (13th week)) 
(D-704-$3.30). Final week; mod- 
erate money show which slipped 
to $5,000 pace; “Bottled in Bond” 
next week. 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliott’s® (22d 
week) (D-942-$3.85). Although 
agency demand has lessened, vir- 
tual capacity pace maintained; 
last week under $17,000 first time. 


“Divorce a la Carte,” Biltmore 
(C-1,000-$3.30). Taken off Satur- 
day, playing single week; takings 
after premiere less $75 
nightly; house dark. 

Fulton (27th week) 

(D-914-$3.30). Flirting with stop 

limit of $10,000, plenty to make 

money for house and show. Ex- 
pected to last into warm weather. 


“Excess Baggage,” (Ritz (15th 
week) (C-945-$3.30). Has good 
chance to extend into summer 
going; clever performance and 


should be bettering $11,000, which 
it got last week. 

“Five o’Clock Girl,” 44th St. (26th 
week) (M-1,490-$5.50) Expected 
to move across street to Shubert 


when picturized “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” opens here about April 16; 
“Girl” $27,000. 


“Funny Face,” Alvin (20th week) 
(M-1,400-$5.50). While business 
under winter figures, $30,000 quite 
satisfactory. 

“Good News,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(31st week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Off 
somewhat early last week, but 
otherwise virtual capacity; takings 

: about $37,000; still among best 
money getters. 

“Her Unborn Child,” Eltingle (5th 
week) (D-892-$3.30). On  10- 
performance basis and flock of 
two-for-one tickets, business last 
week eased off to about $6,500; 
under stop limit; reported leaving 
after next week. 

“Interference,” Lyceum (25th week) 
(D-957-$4.40). yetting around 
$7,000 lately, even break; busi- 
ness after Easter will determine 
continuance, 


“Jimmie’s Women,” Frolic (C-602- 


$3.30). Closed Saturday and 
tours; played 27 weeks, averaging 
$5,000 weekly, but made money; 


roof house dark. 

“Keep Shufflin’,” Daly's (6th week) 
(M-997-$3.30). Colored musical; 
got around $11,500 last week and 
made profit; has chance to build 
and stick into warm weather. 

“Killers,” 49th St. (D-704-$3.30). 
Taken off last Saturday at end of 
third week; house dark, 

“Lovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (15th 


week) (M-1,051-$5.50). Moderate 
money musical, said to be turn- 
ing profit at about $18,000 weekly; 
eut rated. 

“Manhattan Mary,” Apolo (28th 
week) (M-1,168-$5.50). Will be 


followed in early summer by new 


“Seandals”; “Mary” may run un- 
til then; while off for some time, 
still profitable nround $30,000. 
“Marco Millions,” Guild. (7th week) 
(C-914-$3.85). “The Doctor’s 
Dilemma” closed Saturday and 
“Mareo” current; will have new 
running mate in “Volpone,” which 
opens next week, to alternate with 


“Marco.” 

“My Maryland,” Jolson’s (30th week) 
(O-1,777-$5.50). Will round out 
season with continued aid of two- 


for-ones and other cut rates; 
claimed around $20,000. 

“Our Betters,” Henry Miller (7th 
week) (C-946-$4.40). Among list’s 
smart draws; revival doing ex- 


cellent business since start; last 
week better; $17,500 or over. 

“Paris Bound,” Music Box (15th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Slipped to 
about $14,000 last week, but pro- 
tected with parties this week and 
figures to come back in Easter 
going. 

“Porgy,” Republie 
(C-869-$3.30). Final week; going 
on tour; colored cast drama, one 
of Guild's money makers; over 
$12,000 in last weeks; house gets 
“Playing at Love,” April 16. 

“Rain or Shine,” Geo. M. Cohan 


(26th week) 


(9th week) (M-1,111-$5.50). Right 
up with best of musicals; capac- 
ity maintained for all perform- 
ances, with weekly count around 
$40,000, 

“Rio Rita,” Majestic (62d week) 
(M-1-776-$3.85). Final week; go- 
ing on tour after long run that 
Started at Ziegfeld; last season's 
stand-out musical; house booking 


problem and will probably go 
dark again. 
“Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (13th 


week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Looks like 
cinch not only for summer, and 
will probably extend into next 
season; business second to “Show 
Goat"; $45,500 last week. 

“Sh! The Octopus,” Royale (C-1,11T- 
$3.30). Taken off Saturday after 
six weeks; $5,000 or less; house 
dark this week; “Diamond Lil” 
next week. 


“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (15th week) 
(M-1,750-$6.60). Record weekly 
grosses for Broadway's leader; 
bettering $53,500 right along; will 
extend into next season. 


“Strange Interlude,” Golden (10th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). Got around 
$16,000 last week, virtual capacity 
for six performances (no matinee 
because of 5:30 curtain). 


“Sunny -Days,” Imperial (9th week) 
(M - 1,446 - $5.50). Operating at 
slightly more than even break; 
parties and cut rates have given 
pace bit over $17,000. 

“Take the Air,” Waldorf (20th week) 
(M - 1,111 - $4.40). While average 
business has been overestimated, 
this musical has been bettering 
even break at $15,000 to $16,000. 

“The Bachelor Father,” Belasco (6th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Real win- 
ner and runner-up for gross lead- 
ership among non-musicals; over 
$20,000. 

“The Behavior of Mrs. Crane,” Er- 

langer (3d week) (C-1,500-$3.30). 

Moving to Earl Carroll with Eas- 

ter matinee; business reported 


better, principally at matinees, 
and gross about $7,000. “The 
Merry Malones” returns , from 


Philadelphia Monday for at least 

eight weeks. 

“The Command to Love,” Longacre 

(29th week) (C - 1,019 - $4.40). 

Ought to last balance of season; 

business better lately, going over 

$11,000: 

“The Furies,” Shubert (5th week) 

(C-1,395-$3.30). May move to an- 

other house; around $11,000, prof- 

itable: “Five O’Clock Girl” moves 

in from 44th Street April 16. 

“The Golden Dawn,’ Hammerstein's 
(20th week) (O-1,265-$5.50). Rated 
around $19,000, which is said to be 
even break; figured to last an- 
other month or so, with fresh at- 
traction due in May. 

“The Great Necker,” Ambassador 
(5th week) (D-1,067-$3.30). Final 
week; going ‘to Chicago after 
short engagement to little money; 
$5,000 estimated; “The Outsider” 
to be revived here next week. 


“The Ladder,” 3elmont (78th 
week) (D-517—). World's only 
actual grossless show; all tickets 
free; reported moving back to 
Cort and running through sum- 
mer. 


“The Madcap,” Casino (10th week) 
(M - 1,447 - $4.40). Making much 
better showing than first indi- 
eated, but largely through use of 
two-for-one tickets; claimed 
around $15,000. 

“The Mystery Man,” Bayes (11th 
week) (D-860-$3.30). Also cut 
rater and getting by with modest 
grosses; estimated pace around 
$5,000 weekly. 

“The Queen’s Husband,” Playhouse 
(11th week) (C-879-$3.85). Agency 
support helped for 10 weeks; buy 
off but pace about same; $8,000 or 
little more. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (15th 
week) (C-1,067-$3.85). Away out 
in front and leading non-musicals; 
expected to stick through sum- 
mer: only slightly off last week; 
over $22. 000. 

“The Scarlet Fox.” Masque (2d 
week) (1D-700-$3.30). New meller 
expected to make grade, although 
not counted on for big money; 
around $8,000 in first seven per- 
formances, 

“The Shannons of Broadway.” Mar- 


tin Beck (28th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Should extend into May, 
Which means season’s run: busi- 


ness about $8,000 and profitable. 

“The Silent House,” Morosco (9th 
week) (1D-893-$3.30). Holding up 
very well, with estimated takings 
over $16,600; good chance to go 
into warm weather. 

“The Three Musketeers,” Lyric (4th 
week) (M-1,395-$6.60). Demand in 
agencies equals or tops anything 
on list: selling out all perform- 
ances: gross $43,000. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tional (29th week) (D-1,164-$3.85). 


One of season's most substantial 
successes and best melodrama of 


San Francisco, April 3. 

Legits were somewhat off last 
week, though grosses generally were 
quite satisfactory. “Desert Song” 
continued strong in third week and 
figured at around $23,000. With 
Geary dark, only other visiting legit 
was return of Walker Whiteside to 
the Columbia, starting a two-week 
stay in “The Hindu.” Desptte 
nearness of Holy week, business ex- 
cellent. 

“New Brooms” wound up 16 weeks 
at the Alcazar, setting a new run 
record for the house. Duffy's other 
local, “Shannons of Broadway,” 
holding nicely, though gross some- 
what off last week. 

Jack Brehany’s “Appearances” at 
the Community Playhouse clicked 
handily. Business considerably off 
at the Green Street. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—“The Desert Song.” Third 
week for operetta showed $23,000, 
considered exceptional. 

Columbia — “The Hindu.” In for 
two weeks, Walker Whiteside hav- 
ing little trouble pulling customers. 
Near $10,000. 

President — “Shannons of Broad- 
way.” Fifth week and holding up 
nicely at $5,700. 


Alcazar— “New Brooms.” Fif - 
teenth and final week at $5,500 
showed unusual strength. Could 


have remained several weeks longer 
at that figure. 

Community Playhouse—“Appear- 
ances.” Hoi polloi and _ sophisti- 
eated falling for this one, giving 
nice play. Second week of four- 
week engagement, $6,000, 
nice profit. 

Green Street—-“Love a la Carter.” 
They don’t want “Love” and busi- 
ness correspondingly bad. Not over 


L. A. GROSSES 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Figueroa Playhouse with “Excess 
Baggage” claimed $16,000 last week 
but a close check-up on business, 
liberally two-for-oned and papered, 
indicates about half that amount. 

“The Scarlet Woman,” in fourth 
week at the Belasco, was the out- 
stander at about $15,000. 

Richard Walton Tully’s new play, 
“His Blossom Bride,” had an indif- 
ferent opening week at the Mason. 
It is carrying heavy lineage in the 
dailies in an effort to build. Under 
$7,500, estimated. 

Edward Everett Horton on one of 
his periodic excursions into the 
spoken drama grossed $6,500 at $1.25 
prices for the third week of “ 
Single Man” at Vine Street. 

“Interference,” in fifth week at 
Hollywood Playhouse, pegged $6,- 
500. “Two Girls Wanted,” in its 
ninth and next to last week at El 
Capitan, figured around $5,000. The 
only box office flop of the Hollywood 
group is “Women Go On Forever,” 
at the Musie Box. Around $4,200. 

Two weeks were plenty for 
“Speakeasy” at the Orange Grove. 
“The Married Virgin,” at the midget 
Egan, grossed $1,600. “The Dust 
Heap,” at Morosco, so-so at $4,500. 

Egan, Mayan and Orange Grove 
theatres dark this week. 


$4,500 Tops Min’s Stocks 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

Advent of the new 4,100-seat 
Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix house), 
put the local legit houses to almost 
complete rout. 

With a big and costly production 
of “Crime” that won the critics’ 
praise, the Bainbridge Players 
(dramatic stock), at the Shubert, 
had one of their worst weeks of the 
season. Estimated to have gotten 
less than $4,000. McCall-Bridge 
Players (musical comedy tab) also 
took a terrible walloping with “The 
Man From Childs” at the Palace. 
Around $4,500 meant red. 

Bowery Burlesquers (United 
Wheel) grossed about $3,500 at the 
Gayety, which is bad _ business. 
The 
again was dark, perhaps luckily. 


season; dropped to $15,000 last 
week. 

“Whispering Friends,” Hudson (7th 
week) (C - 1,094 - $3.30). Though 
business not up to expectations, 
well liked and making money; 
rated around $9,500 last week. 

Outside Times Sq.—Little—Special 

“March Hares,” Little; revival: 
opened Monday, 


“The Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
Knickerbocker; third and _ final 
week, 


“Henry V,” Walter Hampden’'s; no 
performance this week (Holy 
week) until Saturday. 

“Beggar’s Opera,” 48th Street; 2d 
week. 

“Martine,” American Laboratory; 
added to repertory this week. 

“Ten Nights in a Barroom,” Wal- 
lack’s, 

“Twelve Thousand,” 
week regularly. 

“Yours Truly,” Century; laying off 
‘this week; house dark; show 
tours again, 

“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. 

“Marriage on Approval,” Edyth Tot- 


Garrick; 2d 


ten. 


FRISCO GROSSES 


Metropolitan (legit road shows) | 


{ 


{nounced to 
1 48th 


10 SHOWS OUT 


Broadway’s outgoing show Hst 
totals ten attractions, five of 
which went off suddenly last Sat- 
urday. Included in that group was 
“Yours Truly,” playing a repeat 
date at the Century. “The Merry 
Wives of Windsor,” also a special 
attraction, will depart from the 
Knickerbocker Saturday, the end of 
its third week. 

‘Divorce a la Carte” was_taken 
off at the Biltmore Saturday, play- 


DIVORCE A L.. CARTE 


Opened March 26. Nothing 
but pans. 

Variety (Ibee) wrote: “won't 
be around long.” 


ing a single week. After the pre- 
miere the takings were under $75 
nightly. 

“Rio Rita,” presented by Ziegfeld, 
goes to the road after a great run 
of 62 weeks. It was last season's 
outstanding musical, leading Broad- 
way's list until summer. Takings 
for many weeks bettered $44,000. 
Recently it was moved to the Lyric 
and thence to the Majestic. At the 
latter house with a lowered scale 
the pace was about $29,000. 

“Porgy,” presented by the Thea- 
tre Guild, tours from the Republic, 
where it was moved from the Guild 
‘theatre. Its run was for 25 weeks 
and to profit. The average at the 
Guild was around $14,000, and al- 
though off for a time bettered $12,- 
000 lately. 

“Sh! the Octopus,” presented by 
Jack Welch and Donald Gallaher 


SH! THE OCTOPUS 
Opened Feb. 21. Dale 
(“American”) said: “inordi- 
nately distressing and dismally 
incoherent.” 
Variety (Ibee) wrote: “has 
little chance.” 


at the Royale, closed Saturday 
after trying for six weeks. Aver- 
age trade around $5,000 weekly. 
“Jimmie’s Women” departed Sat- 
urday from the Frolic for the road 
after sticking 27 weeks. It opened 


JIMMIE’S WOMEN 
Opened Sept. 26. Passed up 
by big boys. 
Variety (Rush) 
“about three weeks.” 


predicted: 


at the Biltmore, then moved to the 
roof house. Though cut rated the 
show turned a weekly profit. 

“The Great Necker,” independent- 
ly presented at the Ambassador, 


THE GREAT NECKER 


Opened March 6. Osborn 
(“Eve. World”) optimistically 
wrote: “seems capable of fill- 
ing Ambassador for long time 
to come.” Littel (“Post”) said: 
“a cheap little piece of sexy 
nothing-at-all.” Eight of the 

t 11 reviewers panned it. 


— 


after five 
estimated 


goes out this Saturday 
weeks. It got little trade, 
around $5,000. 

“A Free Soul” presented by Wil- 
liam A. Brady will close at the 


A FREE SOUL 


Opened Jan. 12. Not caught 
by major reviewers. 


Variety (Ibee) said: “moder- 
ate indications.” 
Klaw Saturday, terminating the 


13th week. The drama opened at 
the Playhouse moving after a few 
weeks. Moderate money show aver- 
aging $8,000 for a time. Last week 
$6,000 or less. 

“Cock Robin” presented by 
Guthrie McClintic closes at the 
Booth after 13 weeks. It was an- 
close recently at the 
Street but although the pace 
had dropped to $5,000 it moved to 
the Booth. 

“Killers,” independently presented 
at the 49th Street, was withdrawn 
Saturday after playing three weeks 


KILLERS 
Opened March 22. Another 
pass-up by first stringers, 

to about a $5,000 average. At that 
pace show could hardly break even 
and had too many plavers for mod- 
est capacity house. 


Play’s 105 Characters 


Lillian Booth, niece of Edwin 
Booth, will appear in “Him,” by 

E. Cummings, the next Province- 
town production. The piece has 105 
characters and 21 scenes, cast in- 
cluding Lawrence’ Bolton,’ Brin 
O'Brien-Moore, William Johnstone, 
Ruth Chorpenning, George Bratt, 
Elena Aldcroft. 
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‘Good News’ at $30, 000 
Beat ‘Deck’s’ $28,000 


Boston, April 3. 

“Good News,” the musical com- 
edy at the Majestic, took the lead 
from “Hit the Deck” at the Tremont 
last week and clicked off two grand 
above the Hallelujah gang. “Good 
News” rang up $30,000, while 
“Deck’s” gross was $28,000—not so 
tough. 

At the Shubert, “Behold the 
Bridegroom” completed its two 
weeks with a final gross of $9,000, 
two grand under the _ opening. 
House dark this week. Reopens 
with the revival of “Within the 
Law” April 9. Hollis is still dark, 
but also reopens April 9 with Thea- 
tre Guild’s “Porgy.” Eva Le Gal- 
lienne and her Civic Rep are an- 
nounced for middle of May for two 
weeks at the Hollis. 

“Escape,” at the Pfymouth, had a 
good opening week, with a gross of 
$15,000. Plays but a two weeks’ 
engagement, to be followed on April 
9 by “Chicago.” The Wilbur, with 
“Just Fancy” in second week, tum- 
bled a bit, but nothing alarming, to 
$15,500. The picture, “Simba,” at 
the Colonial, did $13,C00 in the sec- 
ond week and closes April 7. Return 
engagement of “The King of Kings” 
at the Tremont earlier is booked for 
the Colonial for April 9. The De 
Mille found it tough last trip. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Shubert (closed until April 9, 
when “Within the Law” opens)— 
“Behold the Bridegroom” finished 
two weeks, not so good; first at 
$11,000 and last at $9,000. 

“Just Fancy,” Wilbur (3d week)— 
Runs along at slow to middling pace, 
not high enough to comment, not 
low enough to cause worry. Last 
week’s gross, $15,000. 

“Good News,” Majestic (3d week) 
—Collegiate musical comedy is out 

bust all records. Started with 
nprecedented bang and is on the 
up and up for as long as house will 
stand it. $30,000. 

“Escape,” Plfmouth (2d week)— 
Play opened to good business, best 


since “Broadway”’ at end of last 
year in same house. $15,500. 
“Hit the Deck,” Tremont (4th 


week)—Musical comedy held first 

place for two weeks, but passed by 

Majestic piece. Running strong and 

So close to capacity that it should 

be a sellout after Lent. $28,000. 
“Simba,” Colonial (last week)— 

Picture did fair business, $12,000. 
vs St. still closed. Opens April 
, “Porgy.” 


2 Wash, Shows $12, 000 


Washington, as 3. 

Bad for “The Squall” at the Be- 
lasco and not so hot for Frank 
Craven in “The 19th Hole” at the 
National, covers situation in the le- 
gitimate here last week. 

“Squall” lost Monday night due 
to the Mask and Wig Club of Phila- 
dephia being in that night. Esti- 
mated to have just squeezed over 
$3,500. Craven’s piece may have 
gotten a trifle more than double 
the “Squall” figure, maybe even $8,- 
500. Not up to previous figures 
for this star. 


Bill Weinberger Marrying 
Mrs. Rose Bernard 


William Degner Weinberger, 
secretary of the Friars and a no- 
torious champion of Joe Laurie, 
Jr., is reported engaged to Mrs. Rose 
Bernard, widow of Barney Bernard. 

The marriage from account is set 
for May. 

Besides giving much attention to 
his best loved club, Bill is in the 
insurance business, and a handy 
man in almost any beneficial project 
for Times 


Moss-Herschfield Starting 


This week is about the time the 
Moss-Herschfield combination will 
start laying out a circuit of thea- 
tres for next season’s operation, 
from report. B. S. Moss is at his 
Office daily. Herschfield, of Tren- 
ton, closely associated with Moss, 
is returning this week to New York 
from a six-week pleasure jaunt. 

The’ Hildinger-Herschfield new 
theatre at Trenton (N, J.), seating 
costing $1,600,000, is to 
open about April 15. It is one of 
the most expensive small town 
houses in the east. Hildinger is a 
Jersey capitalist, concerned with 
Herschfield in several theatrical en- 
terprises, 


MALEVINSKYS SAILING 
M. L. Malevinsky, of O’Brien, Mal- 
evinsky & Driscoll, sails with his 
wife April 28 on tue “New York" to 
take the cure at Baden-Baden. 
It is the attorney’s annual trip. 


Ashes of Tom Wise 
The ashes of the late Tom Wise, 
Shepherd of the Lambs, whose body 
was cremated at the wishes of the 
actor, are to rest in a silver urn at 
the Lambs’ Club. 
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Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


BWAY GREETS EASTER WITH 


LEGITIMATE 


DARK LEGIT HOUSES—RECORD 


And Just as Many Dark Next Week—Four Repeat 


Shows Besides 
Productions 


Tell Dearth of New Play 


Bro: dway entered Holy Week 
with 17 theatres dark. That ap- 

ars to be a record, but in line 
with the continuous string, of un- 
tenanted houses that existed 
throughout the season. While eight 
attractions are listed for addition 
to the list next week, the number of 
dark spots will not be reduced be- 
eause of the wholesale closings. 

Among the incoming crop for the 
coming week four shows are repeat 
engagements, attractions which 
have played Broadway before. Only 
one is in a sense a revival, the 
others coming in from the road for 
limited engagements presumably. 
The switching of such attractions 
back to New York indicates how 
sparse fresh available productions 
are at this time, managers risking 
the repeats on shows in preference 
to keeping houses dark. Even if 
takings are not exactly profitable, 
any measure of earnings are con- 
gidered welcome against the dead 
charging off of rent. 

“The Merry Malones,” brought 
back from Philadelphia to Er- 
langer’s, where it recently with- 
drew, is peculiar and the result of 
a booking jam. The show has been 
drawing great trade in Philly, but 
the house there (also Erlanger's) 
was contracted to play the Mask 
and Wig Club (U. of Pa.) show 
Easter week. With no other spot 
in the east to place the show, it 
was decided to return to Broadway. 
George M. Cohan, who produced 
“Malones,” had to remain near New 
York because of new production he 
fs concerned with. “Malones” is 
slated for another eight weeks here. 


Off Last Week 


Business declined markedly last 
week, except for the musicals. The 
leaders in that class held to virtual 
capacity and the others claimed 
slight increases. The non-musicals 
were more generally affected, none 
escaping a drop in gross. This week 
is figured the low water mark of the 
spring, with the advent of Easter 
expected to show some betterment 
at least. 

Last week was another dull pe- 
riod for premieres. “The Scarlet 
Fox,” at the Masque, was best, get- 
ting about $8,000 in seven perform- 
ances, and expected to last through 
spring. “Divorce a la Carte” was 
taken off after one week at the Bilt- 
more; the return of “Beggar's Op- 
era” didn’t start anything at the 
48th Street; “Hedda Gabler” was 
added to the Civic Repertory. 

“The Royal Family” stands out 
easily at the head of the dramas, 
with last week over $22,000, slightly 
off: “The Bachelor Father” held to 
$20,000, an easy second; “Coquette” 
got over $16,500; “Strange Inter- 
lude” nearly as much and very 
strong; “The Silent House” claimed 
$15.000; “Trial of Mary Dugan” and 
“Burlesque.” $15,000; “Our Betters” 
quoted over $17,000; “Paris Bound,” 
$14,000; “Excess Baggage,” “The 
Furies,’ Command to Love, 
$11,000: “Dracula,” $10,000; “Whis- 
pering Friends,” $9,000; “Shannons 
of Broadway,” $8,000; “Interfer- 
ence,” $7,000: “Behavior of Mrs. 
Crane,” $7,000; “A Free Soul,” 
$6,000, out, etc. 

Musicals 

“Show Boat” got $53.500, a pace 
it has not varied since the $6.60 
scale was adopted; “Rosalie,” $45,- 
500; “Rain or Shine,” $40,000, and 
“Three Musketeers,” $43,000, are 
now the big four of the musicals; 
“Good News” slightly affected but 
big at $37,000, should come back to 
capacity; “Funny Face” next in line 
at $30,000: about the same for “Man- 
hattan Mary”; “Five o’Clock Girl,” 
$27,000: “Connecticut Yankee,” $22.- 
000 (bizg—small house); “Golden 
Dawn,” $19,000 (even break); “Lovely 
Lady,” $18,000: about same for “My 
Maryland”; “Sunny Days” slightly 
less; “Take the Air,” $16,000; “The 
Madcap,” $15,000"; “Keep Shuffiin’” 
$11,000 (colored). 


In and Out 
“The Greenwich Village Follies 
relights the Winter Garden; “A 


Free Soul” leaves the Klaw, dark 
until April 19, when “The Breaks” 
Opens; “Cock Robin” closes at the 
Booth, which gets “Bottled in Bond” 
Next week; “Divorce a la Carte” 
left the Biltmore dark; “Sh, the 
Octopus” stopped at the Royale Sat- 


urday and the house relights next | 


week with “Diamond Lil’; “Jimmie’s 
Women” closed the Frolic and “Yours 
Truly” left the Century dark, but 
“Countess Maritza” is due there for 
a return date; “Porgy” will depart 
from the Republic, which will get 
“Playing at Love” April 19; “The 
Great Necker” leaves the Ambassa- 
dor, which gets a revival of ‘The 
Outsider” next weck; “The Merry 
Wives of Windsor,” Knickerbocker, 
“Rio Rita,” Majestic, leave both 
houses dark, while “Killers” closed 
'p the 49th Street last Saturday. 


‘Volpone” will open at the Guild | 


next Monday and wil! alternate with 
“Marco Millions”; “The Merry 
Malones” returns Erlanger’s; 
“Saturday’s Children” comes back 
for a repeat at the Forrest; “The 
Play’s the Thing” returns for a re- 
peat at the Empire. “Roulette” and 
“Veils” are also possibilities for next 
week, 
In the Agencies 

None of last week’s arrivals were 
taken as agency buys. The number 
of premium tickets on that basis 
dropped to 18. The list: 

“Funny Face” (Alvin), ‘Manhat- 
tan Mary” (Apollo), “The Bachelor 
Father” (Belasco), “Good News” 
(Chanin’s 46th St.), “The Five 
o’Clock Girl” (44th St.), “Rain or 
Shine” (George M. Cohan), “Golden 
Dawn” (Hammerstein’s), “Our Bet- 
ters” (Henry Miller), “The Three 
Musketeers” (Lyric), “Rio Rita” 
(Majestic), “Coquette” (Maxine El- 
liott), “The Silent House” (Morosco) 
“Paris Bound” (Music Box), 
salie’ (New Amsterdam), 
lesque” (Plymouth), “The Royal 
Family” (Selwyn), “A Connecticut 
Yankee” (Vanderbilt), “Show Boat” 
(Ziegfeld). 

Cut Rates 


The withdrawal of an unusual 
number of attractions last week ac- 
counted for the cut rate list drop, 
from 32 to 26 shows: “My Mary- 
land” (Jolson), “Take the Air’ 
(Waldorf), “Lovely Lady” (Harris), 
“The Madcap” (Casino), “Sunny 
Days” (Imperial), “Keep Shufflin’” 
(Daly's), “Golden Dawn” (Hammer- 
stein’s), “The Shannons of Broad- 
way” (Martin Beck), “The Ivory 
Door” (Hopkins), “The Queen’s 
Husband,” “Whispering Friends” 
(Hudson), “The Great Necker” 
(Ambassador), “Command To Love” 
(Longacre), “Excess Baggage” 
(Ritz), “Twelve Thousand” (Gar- 
rick), “Marriage On Approval’ 
(Edyth Totten), “Interference” (Ly- 
ceum), “Cock Robin” (Booth), “A 
Free Soul” (Klaw), “The Mystery 
Man” (Bayes), “Her Unborn Child” 
(Eltinge), “The Behavior of Mrs. 
Crane” (Erlanger’s), “The Furies” 
(Shubert), “ Dracula” (Fulton), 
“Still Water” (Village Playhouse), 
“Ten Nights in a Bar Room” (Wal- 
lack). 


Heiress Puts $300,000 
Into Uplift Theatre 


Nancy Bell, heiress to the fortune 
of Edgar G. Bell, multimillionaire 
electrical supply man of Boston, 
Mass., is reported financing The 
Shop Window, latest of intimate 
theatres at 18, 20 and 22 Jones 
street, Greenwich Village, New 
York. The three dwellings involved 
represent an outlay of $150,000 as 
purchase price with reconditioning 
of property and erection of theatre 
representing as much more, total of 
$300,000. 

Miss Bell will operate her theatre 
as a show window for undiscovered 
talent and obscure authors, with an 


idea of stimulating American 
writers. 
Miss Bell thinks the stage of 


America is stagnant. Lack of ap- 
preciation of playwrights is respon- 
sible. She says she wants to give 
a chance to unknowns who would 
not be given a hearing in the com- 
mercialized show business of Broad- 
way. 


Leslie’s “Blackbirds” On 


The new Lew Leslie edition of 
“The Blackbirds of 1928” goes into 
immediate rehearsal with the show 
reported as opening in New York. 
Its reported destination is the Lib- 
erty theatre. 

When the show gets under way 
Leslie will eliminate the floor show 
at the Ambassadeurs Cafe, continu- 
ing with dancing and a band, 


“PARIS” NEXT SEASON 


Irene Bordoni’s “Paris” will not 
hit Broadway until next season, 
staying in Philadelphia at the 


Adelphi,.where it is holding up well, 
until the end of May. 

Miss Bordoni is booked for Paris 
this summer, and returns to the 
musical in the fall 

Philharmonic's New Home 

Otto Kahn is said to have assured 
the Philharmonic Orchestra it will 
have as a new home the site he first 
selected on West 57th street for the 
Metropolitan Opera. 


i week, 


GERALD GRIFFIN 


Hartford “Daily Times,” Dec. 16, 
1927, said: 


“Gerald Griffin, a singer ex- 
traordinary and a story teller of 
merit, is the big hit of the show. 
Gerald is recalled many times and 
favors with some of the old time 
numbers which win hearty approval 
from the audience. Gerald is a 
likeable chap, a good singer and a 
capable entertainer.” 


“SHE’S MY BABY” NOT 
SO HOT IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, April 3. 

Mixed, freaky weather played 
havoc with the legit attractions that 
didn’t have an advance sale. Balmy 
weather the first part of the week 
was followed with miniature bliz- 
zards, 

An extra Friday matinee brought 
sross around $65,000 for the fort- 
night’s visit of “Diplomacy” at the 
Blackstone. From all angles this 
was a sensational engagement, with 
the hotel and club stands making 
their best cleanup of the season, 

Opening week of both “Honey- 
moon Lane” afd “She’s My Baby” 
was disappointing. Beatrice Lille 
alone saved the Lllinois engagement. 
This was noticeable in the call at 
the stands. g@Eddie Dowling’s show 
got off to a flying start, but plenty 
of paper was out during the week 
to bolster up attendance. The 
stands showed weakness in sales 
for the Erlanger show. 

Jolson’s call at the Four Cohans 
showed no abatement. The positive 
announcement that Jolson’s stay 
will be for only four weeks pushed 
the overflow into the early part of 
the week. Now it looks like four 
weeks’ visit of star will kick out to- 
tal close to $165,000. “Good News,” 
at the Selwyn, again packed 'em in 
for full capacity. The street specs 
were forced to take Josses last weck, 
but the company’s*statements were 
o.k. Mounted traffic cops were put 
into service to chase the street 
specs. 

“Desert Song” is piling up high 
grosses at the Great Northern re- 
gardless of the length of the stay. 
Suburbanites consider “Desert 
Song” their first call. 

“Excess Baggage” holds as the 
leading non-musical, with infiux of 
new dramatics next week not offer- 
ing any possibilities of dislodging 
the Garrick attraction. “Constant 
Wife” finished up at the Harris 
this weck. “Wife” gave indications 
of stepping back to $14,000 as an 
exit gross, 

Harry Lauder was the only Holy 
week opening, but there’s a good 
handful of new attractions headed 
for Easter week. “The Letter,” did 
a low engagement at the Olympic. 

Checking back on the Lenten 
season, figures prove that Chicago 
turned out the highest total gross 
for the off period in years. The 
high gross at the Blackstone, 
coupled with the steady patronage 
at the Selwyn and Four Cohans, 
kept the total figure ahead of pre- 
vious years. 

There were indications Sunday 
that the combination of Holy week 
and the hot local election is going 
to affect the straight sales around 
town this week. Jolson and “Good | 
News” practically sold out for the 
but in other quarters there 
promises to be wailing. 


Last Week’s Estimates 


Harry Lauder (Olympic, Ist 
week). This star will draw a new 
clientele to this theatre. Indica- 
tions of the usual big Lauder coin 


in this town. “The Letter’ went | 
low with consensus the Maugham! 
Piece was badly cast 

“Africana” (Adelphi, 4th and final 
week). Has been spoity trade, yet 
higher than was originally picked, 
with the midnight performance 
helping; $17,000. 

“Night in Spain” (Four Cohans, | 
19th week). Another sensational | 
gross to make easy the total gross | 
of $160,000 for the four weeks of | 
the Jolson era. Ted Healy has} 
established himeelf firmly during | 
this engagement also. Late check | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“The Breaks” (Richard 


Herndon). 

“Him” (Provincetown Play- 
house), 

“Bare Facts” (Kathleen 
Kirkwood), 


“The Skull” (Lew Cantor). 

“The Outsider” (Lionel At- 
will). 

“Volpone” (Theatre Guild). 

“Present Arms” (Lew 
Fields). 

“The Fox” (Frank W. Law- 
rence), 

“The 
Tuerk). 

“Sins of the Father” (James 
Osborne). 

“Babes in the 
(Charles Wagner). 

“The Song Writer” (George 
Price). 


Golden Age” (John 


Wood” 


2 Broadway Shews 
Close for Holy Week 


A precedent was set for Broad- 
Way by two attractions remaining 
dark Holy Week (current). They 
are “And So to Bed,” at the Bijou, 
and “Henry V,” at Walter Hamp- 
den’s. The latter attraction will 
resume Saturday, while the first 
named show reopens next Monday 
matinee (Easter). 


Under Equity rules, attractions 
are permitted to lay off the weeks 
before Christmas and Easter with- 
out. salary liability. Heretofore 
that has been taken advantage of 
only on the road and generally 
when attractions are moving from 
one stand to another. The accepted 
theory as to runs is that it is better 
to continue at lessened receipts 
than to puncture the engagement. 
It is said that James B. Wagan, who 
wrote and sponsored “And So to 
Bed,” closed the show because of 
religious scruples. That is not 
known to apply to Hampden’s shut- 
down, however. 

No notice to the players or Equity 
is required when closing for either 
of the pre-holiday weeks mentioned. 
However, the new “Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies” gave notice of the 
Holy Week layoff two weeks ago 
when the show was in Detroit. The 
revue is to open at the Winter 
Garden next week. 


McKay Morris’ 2 Roles 


McKay Morris supplanted 
Baliol Holloway in “Marco Mil- 
lions,” Theatre Guild production. 

Through new assignment Morris 
will double between “Marco Mil- 
lions” and “Volpone,” another Guild 
production now in rehearsal, 


here indicates Jolson will hit $165,- 
000 for the four weeks. 
American Opera (Studebaker, 2d 


week). First full week will prob- 
ably have gross soaring to around 
$14,000. Got attention from the 
musie critics. 

“She’s My Baby” (Illinois, 2d 
week). Except for the personal at- 
tention given the star by the 


critics, has been lost in the shuffle. 
Scaled at $3.85, makes empty seats 


aplenty. Gross of $16,000 wholly 
due to Beatrice Lillie’s local 
strength. 


“Honeymoon Lane” (Erlanger, 2d 
week). Got a smash opening, but 
failed to deliver a punch demand in 
sales balance of week. Another in- 
stance of where Broadway success 
means nothing on this’ Rialto. 
Grossed $17,000. 

“Excess Baggage” (Garrick, 6th 
week). Continued powerful and no 
question of it being settled right. 
Steps along to make $15,000 gross 
an approximate average for first 10 
weeks. 

“Good News” (Selwyn, 7th week) 


Street specs got a severe licking 
Sunday, but attraction gross O. K. 
for another solid capacity, with 
Holy Week sales most solid of any 
in town. Marked $28,000 gross 
again. 

“Wooden Kimono” (Cort, 8th 
week). Down to $8,000 gross with 
the theatre’s own patronage saving 
the tail-end of this enzagement., 
Nothing at all at the stands. 

“The Constant Wife” (Harris, 
17th and final week). Despite the 


slipping of the last four weeks goes 


'out with a sensation:l gross en 
gacement record. Should move 
back to $14,000 for the final wei 

“Desert Song” (Great Noritiern, 
2ist week). Is marking time for 
the getaway with the long run en- 
ragement record of the season for 
the town Repeaters and ouit-of- 
towners holding gross around 
$21,050. 

“Straight Thru the Door” 
(Princess, 3d week). Looks as 
special parties are being tossed into | 
$7,000 at $2 75. 


“BOTTLED IN BOND” 


Cohan’s *‘Malones” Still Lead- 
ing Town at $30,000—- 
“Paris”’ Big, $22,000 


Philadelphia, April 3. 

Business in the legit houses big 
last week after the previous week's 
remarkable spurt. 

Géorge Arliss in “The Merchant 
of Venice” at the Walnut, with one 
extra matinee Friday, beat $26,000, 
the hignest gross Arliss ever re- 
ceived here, 

Two other high gross non-musi- 
cals were “The Road to Rome” and 
“Paris.” 

Only two musical shows, “The 
Merry Malones” and “The Desert 
Song.” Both fared well. T.-e other 
three shows didn't do so well. The 
Shuberis came a cropper with the 
“Within the Law” revival. Cohan’s 
“The Baby Cyclone,” though praised 
in the papers and apparently liked, 
| couldn't get started in its two weeks 
at the Broad, although there was a 
noticeable pickup the last three per- 
formances, As for the eighth cur- 
rent attraction, “Bottled in Bond,” 
comedy tryout at the Garrick, it was 
a complete bust. Some perform- 
ances grossed under $200, and the 
total for the week was under $3,000, 
The Garrick, which has had the 
worst season in its history, has had 
four weeks of pathetic business. 

The one opening of the current 
week which looks most promising is 
“And Howe,” the new Aarons and 
Freedley musical comedy the 
Chestnut. This one opened well and 
got nice notices. It is in for two 
weeks only. 

Next Monday Charles Wagner's 
tryout, “Babes in the Wood,” comes 
into the Garrick for a fortnight, and 
the Mask and Wig’s show, “Taran- 
tella.”” opens at the Erlanger for @e 
similar period. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Robert B. Mantell (Broad, Ist 
week )—-Shakespearean rep at $1.50 
top. “Cyclone” gained bit at end of 
engagement, but never got really 
started here, 

“The Desert Song” (Shubert, 3d 
week)—Operetta continued promis- 
ing, with $28,500 reported. 

“The Merry Malones” (Erlanger, 
4th week) — George Cohan musical 
off little, but still led town at around 
$30.000 reported last week. 

“Bottled in Bond” (Garrick, 2d 
week)—Probably season's prize flop. 
Certainly under $3,000, and well un- 
der. “Babes in the Wood” Monday. 

“And Howe” (Chestnut, 1.t week) 
—New musical comedy opened well.’ 
In for two weeks. “Within the Taw® 
revival flon with around $10,000 
claimed at $3 top. 

“The Sauail” «Walnut, Ist week) 
—Fair opening for this melodrama, 
in for three weeks. “The Merchant 
of Venice” got $26,000 and over last 
week, remarkable. 

“The Roed to Rome” (Adelphi. 3d 
week)—Held up well between $18,- 
000 and $19.000 reported. 

“Paris” (Lyric, 3d week)—Off Iit- 
tle to just under $22.000. Thz.t’s still 
big. Bordogi show, counting five 
weeks at Adelphi, has been in town 
eight weeks and should have four, 
more. 


SOBEL’S “ABIE” P. A. 


Bernard Sobel has resigned as 
press agent for the Ziegfeld attrac- 
tions and is in charge of publicity 
for the picture, “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 

Sobel was engaged by William 
De Lignemare, general manager for 
Anne Nichols. Mr. De Lignemare is 
in general charge of the picture 
showing of “Abie.” 

Zieggy got Sobel on the long dis- 
tance phone from Palm Beach and 
asked him to stick, but Sobel de- 
cided to take the “Abie” job. He 
may have been persuaded through 
the effects of a phoney telegram 
sent him by several newspaper men. 
1It referred to Sobel’s radio talk on 
Zierfeld’s stage beauties Barney's 


picture was used in a daily in an- 
nouncing the chat. The message 
read something like this: “What's 
the idea of using your mug in the 
papers when radioing about my 
lvirls? Why didn’t you use one of 
their photos Instead?” signed Zieg- 
feld. 

Sobel might have suspected the 
lframe through the brevity of the 
message, 

| Detroit’s Foreign Guild 
| Detroit, April 3. 
| Iungsarian Theatre Cuild, legit 


»producing firm—no connection with 
|the New York Theatre Guild—has 
‘heen organized here, with George 


head. The Hunky 
| Guilders wiil produce popular plays 


as executive 


lin their native language. 
Initial play will be Aurel Leit- 
Iner’s transiation of O'’Neill’s “The 


| Hairy Ape” for one day at the Bon- 
stelle Piavhouse. Custave Blate 
itops the cast 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


Plays on Broadway 


MARCH HARES 


Charlies L. Wagner presents a revival of 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s fantastic satire, 
featuring Richard Bird and Vivian Tobin. 
Directed by Daniel Frawley. At the Little 
theatre April 2; $3.3u Lop. 


Ethei.. Bchalfer | 
magar Fullef. bruce Evans 
Gecflirey Wareham. Richard Bird 
.Vivian ‘lobin 
Claudia Dorothy Stickney 

This re-revived farce was first} 
Shown at the Bijou theatre under 


direction 0, the Shuberts in 1921, It 
was not then a money success. One 
feeble return in the interim, 
did not dishearten the optimistic 
concert magnate, Charli Wagner, 
who cives the Gribbie « « third ! 
—and last—bid for New |. |. t 
ronese. With a far more distincis: 
and distinguished cast than it eve: 
enjoyed before, “March Hares” still 
is not a promising gold digger. 

It's plenty of fun, though—sophis- 
ticared fun that gets over the 
heads of the herd, mingled with 
hokum that a longshoreman would 
absorb. But its plot appeal is ab- 
sent. and therefore it will be hard to 
sell. Iiverything is sacrificed to 
cleverness—lines, quips, epigrams, 
observations—with no thought of 
construction, “human interest’ or 
suspense, 

Missing, thus, 
gredients of box ofiice 
stringe that this baby 
selected for pulmotoringe after its 
long state of breathless “omise. But 
here it is—while it is here. 

Original cast was as 
some shucks in those days. In the 
principal roles, Lucile Watson cre- 
ated the mother part now essayed 
by JosephineéHull; Bruce Evans fol- 
lows Brandon Peters; Richard Bird 
treads in the slippers of Alexander 
Onslow: Vivian Tobin replaces 
Adrienne Morrison, and Dorothy 
Stickney inherits the slender re- 
quirements and fat lines then hand- 
ed to Norma Mitchell. 

For playing value, as one reviews 
the old and the new, the 1928 model 
must be far superior. Surely, the 
acting is infinitely more intelligent, 
and the laughs appear to be saved 
withal. The direction of Daniel 
Frawley outsteps that of W. H. Gil- 
more, according to accounts. It is 
difficult to conjecture what more 
could have been done with the ma- 
terial than is in this instance de- 
livered. 

Frawley has keyed the “fantastic 
satire” to machine gun farce tempo, 
and its speed is hysterical, though 
it has to swallow some pglysyllable 
words not customary to such broad 
humor. It becomes a strange mix- 
ture of adult script and nondescript 
progress. The story is implausible, 
uninteresting, individual to a 
strange set of semi-nuts and not 
descriptive or symbolic of anything 
or anyone in known life. Most of 
its shocks, which in the post-Vic- 
torian but pre-Pullanything period 
still sparked, are now commonplaces, 
such as midnight visits between 
bed-dressed maidens and it-regis- 
tering youths. The use of the word 
“sex” itself is still there, with the 
emphasis that echoes back the days 
when it sent a kick through an au- 
dience. 

Mr. Bird, who heretofore has usu- 
ally appeared in heavier and wor- 
thier works, is a monotoned far- 
ceur, but often extremely effective. 


in the primary in- 
pull, it is 
should be 


Surelv he is industrious, and at 
times he works far too hard, wear- 
ing out the onlookers as well as 
himself. Against this the repose of 
Miss Tobin is relieving. She plays 
opposite him de‘tly, sincerely and 
charmingly, refusing to be carried 
into the tvrmoil of a piece which 
must live or die on its lines and 
endure too much grimacing 
proms manipulation and frantic ges- 
turing 

Th ugh Miss Stickney far sur- 
pasnes her in lauchs garnered, Miss 

Tobin stands {rth as the star of 
the company. Hers is a rather 


straight part, but about it revolves 


besides, |} 


iwho 


the entire business, and whenever it 
Lets back to her it has its sane, be- 
lievable moments. Without her 
touch it wou.d be a madhouse per- 
formance whi." perhaps the author 
and director sought. But lunatics 
are essentially interesting, 
whereas normal persons in mental 
quirks may be. 

Financial erobabilities here are 
not strong, though the class of the 
east may pull this revival through 
the better part of the spring rather 
j than see its finish after a fortnight, 
us is the habit of reincarnated suc- 
cesses, not to say flops. 

Wagener is a game loser, and often 
hangs on against the judgment of 


| press, theatre-management and 
gross receipts. He will need that 
disposition here, and shortly. It is 


doubtful whether “March Hares” 
will enjoy four profitable weeks, 
hough how many weeks it will stay 
fa) is unm to the wealthy Wagner, 
enough in other branches 
of amusement to pay an income tax 
his pet passion. 


to the legit stage, 

Lait. 
Melodrama in three acts, presented bs 
James W. ENfott, wtth Willard Mack, 
whe wrote it, starred; directed by Mr, 
Mack 
Henry Smithers......... Victor R. Beecroft 
Hammersley (R. C. M. 


P.) 
Arthur Wellesley 
Michael Devlin (R. C. M. P.) 


Willard Mack 

John Christiansen (R. C. M. P.) 
Hans Sandquist 
Ling Foo Loo. Act Lee 
fiarry Spats Joseph Sweeney 
"Swede" Cora. trie Chambers 
Wathiyn McGuire. Katheri ne Wilsen 
Martha, Alies Moe 
Tommy Clark Marshall 


Willard Mack formerly spent no 
little time in the Canadian North- 
west finding color and drama in 
the noted red-coated mounted police 
of that region, the semi-soldiers 
Who always get their man, accord- 
ing to the moving pictures. They 
do in “The Scarlet Fox” just as in 
Mack's “Tiger Rose,” in which he 
acted and which Belasco made a 
Broadway favorite. 

Again Mack is in the uniform of 
Sergeant Devlin or the mounted. 
“The Scarlet Fox” is offered by 
James W. Elliott, whose legit pro- 
duction ventures have been usually 
fruitless. The new melodrama of 
the northwest has a better chance 
than the others, but that it is a 
money show is doubtful. 

A strike at Drumheller, a mining 
town, attracts a group of the red- 
coats, but it is a murder that they 
are called on to solve. Maguire, 
mine boss, has been shot to death, 
his body lying amid the alley litter 
back of Swede Cora’s bawdy house. 
Devlin connects the crime with 
Cora’s place, so he accepts her in- 
vitation to call that evening with 
two of nis men. He meets and sus- 
pects Harry Spatz, who runs a 
haberdashery under Cora’s joint. 
There was dope peddling and the 
source is traced to the basement 
laundry of Ling Foo under the 
store. 

It is there that Spatz gets the 
draw on Devlin and handcuffs him. 
A getaway is being arranged and 
the cache of junk is disclosed. But 
Devlin's men spring soiled 
clothes hampers and nail Spatz, the 
Chink and the unwilling accessory, 
Cora, 


Mr. Mack states that the inci- 
dents in his new play were culled 
from the records of the Royal 


Mounted in the town mentioned. It 
seems a brothel scene and not so 
het should hardly be a reason for 
a box office draw. Even a honky- 
tonk piano player might have made 
the scene truer to life. 

“The Scarlet Fox” is well cast. 
Mack is starred and he also staged. 
The performance is perhaps too 
even. No special kick. Mack kept 


pistol shots out, though there is a 


PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE DIRECTORY 


"DNA LEEDOM 


JEANETTE 


MACDONALD 


STARRING IN 


“SUNNY DAYS” 
IMPERIAL, NEW YORK 


MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


CLAIRE NOLTE 


Teminine Lead 


(Billie Moore) 


“BROADWAY” 


PACIFIC COAST TOUR 
Manageme nt JED HARRIS 


BUDDY WATTLES 


LEADING ROLE IN 
“HIT THE DECK” 


MAJESTIC 


THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
INDEFINITELY 


CHIC— —ROSE 


YORK and KING 


WiTH 
“TAKE THE AIR” 
' WALDORF THEATRE. N. Y. 


threat of gun-play more than once. 

Marie Chambers looked much 
nicer than one would expect in 
Cora, but she ran her three-gir! 
house about the way it should have 
been with the Royal Mounted as 
drinking partners, Joseph Sweeney. 
as the villainous Spatz, turned in 
another clever performance. Sim 
Lee expressed the type of intelli- 


gent Chinaman that the west 
knows, wily and under-cover. 


Katherine Wilson impressed fiavor- 
ably though her ingenue role 
rather brief. 

“The Scarlet Fox” gets a break 
by coming in at a time when 
new show crop is the most meager 
in years. It should get fair grosses 
for a time, perhaps three month: 
if the heat doesn’t belt it meap- 
while. lbee. 


the | liam S. Birns. 


Claim Against “Veils” 


Ted McLean, actor in “Funny 
Face” and play doctor on the side, 
has brought suit to recover $725 
balance claimed on $1,000 for re- 
vamping “Veils,” which folded after 


'a week at the Forrest, New York, 


because of insufficient funds. 
The suit is directed against Veils. 


Was 
int Worcester, 


THE BEGGAR’S OPERA 


J. C. Duff (in association with A. L. 
Jones and Morris Green) presents this re- 
vival of John Gay's classic, new musical 
Settings and additional numbers supplied 
by Frederic Austin. Opened March 2s at 
the 48th st. for limited engagement. 


Williams 
Baker 
Drawer....2 
Mgs. -Lena Maiiland 
Sylvia Netis ! 
Diane. Julie Ms 
Ladies of the Town— 
Dolly Morson 
BEG. VISOR. VOTE, Hurst 
Jenny Diver..... eccesee- Allison Ramsas 
Mrs. Slammekin........-Audrey Mildinay 
Molly Brazen..... White | 
Suky Tawary -Julia Cornelius 
Meinbers of Macheath’s ‘Gane— 
Messrs. joris Milman, Leon Matilsus. 


Raimonde Aubrey, 
man 6Stengel 


Harry Taylor, Nor- 


“The Beggar’s Opera” depends on 
whether one can take his revivals 
or leave them alone, Better leave 


siveness of its bicentennial anniver- 
sary tour of America by a cast con- 
sisting mainly of people who ap- 
peared in Nigel Playfair’s produc- 
tion of the opera in 1920 at the 
Lyric, Hammersmith, London. 
Arthur Hopkins staged a revival 
in America about the same time as 
Playfair did abroad, and J, C. Duff, 


on the 200th anniversary of “The 
Beggar's Opera,” is touring the 
troupe through Canada and the 
United States. It played the 


provinces and is set at the 48th St. 
for a month’s engagement. 

A lengthy production, pro- 
gram acknowledgement to Arnold 
Bennett for assistange in the cur- 
tailment discloses a still greate1 
original length, 

As for the presentation itself, the 
antics of the Peachwms and the 
Lockits and the Ladies of the Town 
are strictly a matter of personal 
likes and dislikes. 

To a contemporary amusement 
goer it is difficult to conceive 
wherein lies its box-office — 

Abel. 


PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 
HIS BLOSSOM BRIDE 


Los Angeles, March 26. 
Coronado Producing Co. presents Richard 
Walton Tully's latest play. Three acts, 
prolog and seven scenes. Opening March 
26 at the Mason, Los Angeles 


WOMBRS ess Olive West 
McGlynn 
Kaermana..... Gladys Kingsbury 
$0 Lule Warrenton 
Tukiima. de Grasse 
William Weston. cececcoccccoes Jack Mower 
Mi: Fanny Davenport 
Alexander Barnes.........Sidney A. Harris 
Miss Andrews.....cece --Dorothy E. Henry 
Frank A. Cooley 
First Indian Messenger...... Frank Kelton 


Second Indian Messenger, 
Ernest David Erskine 


Pueblo Indians, U. S. Soldiers and others 


The author being conspicuously 
present as a member of the produc- 
ing organization is the only possible 
explanation for “His Blossom Bride,” 
described as “A Romantic Drama of 
the Southwest.” If “His Blossom 
Bride” is a romantic drama, then 
“Hamlet” is a bedroom farce. 

Badly written, atrociously di- 
rected, incredibly acted treatise, 
purporting to be life as it is lived 
among the Hopi Indians of the 
Mesas. A thoroughly undramatic 
conflict between the ancient chief 
who adheres to the tribal traditions 
and the youthful brave who goes to 
school and learns the white man’s 
ways, Is the main theme, with the 
love of the little Indian princess 
and the great war as side issues, 

Slow, turgid, dull, Incomprehen- 
sible that such a piece of work 
could come from Richard Walton 
Tully, and that coming, it could 
find its way to any stage. 

The acting is exceedingly bad, 
even Frank McGlynn, who was a 
magnificent Abraham Lincoln, giv- 
ing a meaningless performance of 
the old chief. A very pretty little 
girl with a good figure and a kitten- 
ish manner, Ynez Seabury, is the 
blossom bride of the title. In an- 
other play, with someone to curtail 
her playfulness, she might be very 
charming, but nobody could sur- 
mount the dullness of this piece. 
Stewart Wilson ag the Indian hero 
is stilted and stiff, 

A group of Hopi Indians contrib- 
utes some authentic and moderately 
colorful war dances. Among the in- 
cidental muste by Anita Baldwin ts 


one rather arresting melody. Other- 
wise ttta 


Inc., and A. A. Snyder, producer. 
McLean’s attorney attempted to at- 
tach the show on its break-in week 
Miss., but the show 
attached by Wil- 


had already been 


Producing 


John Murray Anderson, producer 
of Publix units, will resume legit 
production activities next season 
with production of a new musical, 
untitled as yet. 

Anderson's proposed return to 
legit gave impetus to rumors that 
his Publix contract would mature 
at the time. Check up reveuled An- 
derson will remain with Pu lix, his 
current contract giving him privilege 
to produce three productions a year 
on his own, but prohibits service to 
other producers. 


W. 46 St. 
Thurs. and Sat., 


Evs. 8:30 
2:30 


Thea., 
Mats. 


GILBERT MILLER Presents 


INTERFERENCE 


By Roland Pertwee and Harold Dearden 


LYCEUM 


$2,000,000 Spectacle of Emotion and 
Excitement 


NCLE FINAL WEEKS 
TOM’S CENTRAL 


CABIN | 


St. Twice Daily, 

2:30-8:30. Sun. and 

od 45th St., W. of B’way. 
KLAW 7 Evs. ry 30, Mis. Thur. & Sat. 


Hol. Mats. at 3. 


this one alone, despite the impres- | 


An Appealing Magnificently 
Acte 
WILLIAM A. BRADY appearing ia leading part | 


St.. East f 
PLAYHOUSE Evs 8.30, Mts. Wed. & Sat 


‘THE QUEEN’S HUSBAND’ 


A New Comedy by Robert E. Sherwood 
Author of “The Road to Rome” 


with ROLAND YOUNG 


colleott, 


“Immensely engaging lay.” 
M A R K 


STRAN 


B'way at 47th St. 


Doors Open Daily at 11 
All Seats to Noon...... 


ROD LA ROCQUE 


in “Stand and Deliver” 
Jos. Plunkett’s Mark Strand Frolic 
Mark Strand Symphony Orchestra 
Extra Performance Nightly at 11:30 


waex LON CHANEY in 
The Big City 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Picture 
A Boris Petroff Production 
“ON PARADE,” Cast of 80 
WALT ROSENER and the Cap- 
ae Albertina Rasch Girls, 
Cadets, Singing 
Ensemble of 25 


PAPITOL 


51st St. 


JOLSON 


in “The Jazz Singer” 
na May McAvoy, 
Varner Oland and 
Direction of ROXY Cantor Rosenblatt 

“Kol Nidre,” with Harold Van Duzer, 
Roxy Chorus, Ramp Au Jazz, Roxy Bal- 

let Corps, Roxyettes, Medley of Al 

Jolson Hits 


TAAVE.-5O% STACET 


The Theatre Guild Presents 


STRANGE INTERLUDE 


John Golden Theatre, 6 68th, E. of B’y 
MILLIONS” 
THEA., West 52d. Eva. 8:30 
GUILD Thurs. and Sat, S30 
Week April 8: “VOLPONE” 
LAST 8 


PORGY 


Theatre, W. 42d. Evga. 8:40 
Republic Mats. Wed, and Sat., 3:40 


JOE COOK 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 
ROYALE—A5" St. of 


Opening Monday Night, April 9 
JACK LINDER Presents 


Mae West 


A Startling Drama of the Underworld 
Cast of 50, including CURTIS COOKSEY | 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 


World. | 


4 
i 


i 


David Belasco presents 


m ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Carpenter 


wit 
JUNE WALKER, Cc. AUBREY 


SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 
Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:30. 
BELASCO Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30, 


Evs.8:30 


Thea., 44 St.. E. of B’way. 
HUDSO Mitinees WED. and SAT., 2:30 
“LIKE A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 


IN THE AMERICAN THEATRE” 


WHISPERING 
FRIENDS 


By GEORGE M. COHAN 


“Blithely blood-curdiing. 
—Herald Tribune, 
HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 
New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


FULTON THEA West 46th St. 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2.30 


VANDERBILT Thea... W. 48th St. Eva. 


8:30 Mts. W. & S.. 2°30 

Lew Fields and Lyle D. Andrews Present 

THE MUSICAL COMEDY CLASSIC 
MARK TWAIN’S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


ADGE KENNEDY 
in “PARIS BOUND” 


By Philip Barry 
Thea., W. 46th St. 
MUSIC BOX “Evenings 8:30 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 
8th MONTH 


Thea., W. 46th St. 
PLYMOUTH 8:30 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:3¢ 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


42a St. Evs.8 


SELWYN ly Wed. & St., 2: 30 


Matinee Easter Monday, April 9 


Tel. Columbus 8380 
Arthur Hammerstein's Musical Play 


“GOLDEN DAWN” 


with A BRILLIANT CAST 
Libretto by OTTO HARBACH and 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
Music by EMMERICH KALMAN and 
HERBERT STOTHART 


THE 


OF BROADWAY 


with JAMES and LUCILE GLEASON 


MARTIN BECK Theatre 
ves. 8:30. Matsa. Wed. and 2:30 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,”’ with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 


SEE AND HEAR 


Dolores Costello 
*TEND ERLOIN’ 


nrad Nagel 


AWARNER BROS.VITAPHONE TALKING PICTURE 
TWICE DAILY- 2 &8 45, 
WABMEK THEATRE B 52 “456. 
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LEGITIMATE 


SHUBERTS ANXIOUS FOR 
| THEATRE TENANTS 


Overtures to Le Gallienne and 
Also Stars of Garrick Rep— 
Both Negative So Far 


Anxious to get permanent ten- 
ants for their New York theatres 
and, subsequently, shows for the 
road, the Shuberts at the moment 
are making some unusual offers. 
Chief was to Eva Le Gallienne, 
actress-operator of the Civie Rep- 
ertory theatre on 14th street, which 
eperates at a $1 top, and who is 
now seeking contributions amount- 
ing to $200,000 as a guarantee for 
future seasons, 

While offering Miss Le Gallienne 
her pick of several houses, the 
Shuberts experienced difficulty in 
getting the two stars of the Gar- 
rick Players—Basil Sidney and 
Mary Ellis—to re-sign for next 
season, The argument said to have 
been used on Sidney was that if he 
didn’t re-sign the Shuberts would 
take two plays which they had 
bought for the Garrick organiza- 
tion away from him and produce 
them uptown themselves. One is 
“When Crummles Played,” an Eng- 
lish piece, already announced for 
the Garrick group, but which the 
Shuberts told Sidney they'd do up- 
town. 

Sidney and Miss Ellis have suc- 
eessfully tenanted the Garrick with 
the company they headed. They 
produced a money-maker, the mod- 
ern dress version of “The Taming 
of the Shrew” and, more recently, 
“Twelve Thousand,” which was 
well received. Although Sidney is 
gaid to have had control over the 
Shubert-backed productions, it is 
understood that he has had trouble 
all season through this alliance, and 
that neither he nor the _ co-star, 
Miss Ellis, have been happy under 
it, and that they asked some con- 
ditions before re-signing. Whether 
they will re-sign had not been 
settled late last week. 


Miss Le Gallienne heard particu- 
larly about the Cosmopolitan in an 
effort to get her to move her Civic 
Repertory troupe to a Shubert 
house uptown. Otto Kahn backs 
the Civic Rep. After inspecting 

several of >the houses offered her, 

ml Miss Le Gallienne ceased consider- 
ing the matter. It is understood 
that her requirements are that a 
house have enough stage room to 
hang several shows at the same 
time, and the most any of the Shu- 
bert houses shown her would ac- 
commodate not over four shows. 


SADE ACC AY JUS. 
AS OCLATIC > 
Op of 1928. 
5 ‘ 


For Inforreation Write 
GHARLES PF. PRICKETT, MANAGER_. 
39 Sovth El Molino Averue, 
asadena abfornia 


Up to this point Miss Le Gal- 
lienne has been playing Erlanger 
time on her profitable spring tours, 
and a switch to the Shuberts ir 
New York would also mean their 
time on the road. It is considered 
unlikely that such a switch will 
take place. 

The Garrick Players are on a 
subscription basis and have a small 
list of subscribers, who bargained 
for four plays. The Shuberts, in 
threatening to withdraw two seripts 
from Sidney, are said to have 
threatened to withdraw the pair he 
intends to offer as the two final 
subscription pieces, 


Hot Ballyhoo of Tame 
“Paree’”’ Stirs Buffalo 


Buffalo, April 3. 

The Shubert Teck got unwelcome 
attention of the authorities last week 
when “Gay Paree,” spotted for the 
house, burned up the town with 
sensational advertising and called 
down official condemnation. The 
Saturday and Sunday advertise- 
ments of the show were the most 
daring seen here in years. Aside 
from numerous nude figures, the 
reading matter was sizzling. It was 
stated that owing to the nature of 
the show it would not be produced 
in any surrounding cities, that the 
rumor that French alone was spoken 
in the play was erroneous, 


In addition large numbers of 
heralds were distributed in the 
downtown section all bearing upon 
the sex appeal of the attraction. 
The publicity was so sensational 
that Mayor Schwab addressed a 
letter to all theatre managers in 
town with a few of his well-known 
views on nude exhibitions and call- 
ing a meeting at his office on Fri- 
day morning to warn tke managers 
against this type of advertising. 
Schwab stated in his letter chat 
he would not permit theatrical per- 
formances of any character which 
he would not allow his da'shter to 
attend. 

Monday night the Mayors sent 
the Chief of Police and in inspec- 
tor with a _ stenographer to the 
show, both of whom reportea Tues- 
day that it was comparatively 
tame. The consensls appeared to 
be that the advertising was much 
more sensational than the show 
itself the attra:‘icn plaved out 
the week without interference. 


LESLIE MOROSCO SEEKS 
REHEARING BY GUILD 


Leslie Morosco has petitioned the 
Dramatists’ Guild to reopen the 
case lodged against him by Ben- 
nett Southard, actor playwright. 

Southard authored “Pay Dirt,” 
which had been originally accepted 
for production last season by Oliver 
|Morosco, but later diverted to Les- 
llie Morosco, who carried the show 
|for a two-week tryout tour. 
Southard brought charges that 
| Morosco had not given his play the 
jrequired 24 metropolitan perform- 
lances as per contract and de- 
|'manded that the property revert to 
him. Morosco was served with 
notice of the hearing at the Dra- 
matists’ Guild, but neglected to 
answer or enter a defense, with 
result Southard was awarded judg- 
ment in default. 

Southard’s victory against Mo- 
rosco places Morosco upon the un- 
fair list of the Dramatists’ Guild 
and prohibits Morosco as a pro- 
ducer from doing business with 


~ 


members of the Dramatists’ Guild. | 


GEORGIA RAMEY DIED Mrs. H. B. Harris Awarded ‘MD. WEST STOCKS 
AS SHOW DUE TO OPEN. 


New Production of “Nize Girl” 
Farce Built Around Comedi- 
enne—Died in New Haven 


Georgia O’Ramey, featured with 
Girl,” new farce 
to have had its initial production in 


the Shubert theatre, New 


“Nize Which was 


Haven, 


Conn., April 2, died suddenly in the 


Hotel Taft in thai city about 5 p. m. 
Monday, 

Miss O’Ramey had been com- 
Plaining of illness, particularly 
pains in her legs, but continued to 
rehearse until the company went 
to New Haven Monday where a 
rehearsal was held without the star, 
Miss O’Ramey remaining in her 
hotel room, ill. 

John Meehan, who had staged the 
show, cancelled the New Haven 
opening and sent the cast back to 
New York to await a further call 
in the event another star is en- 
gaged for the O’Ramey role. This 
is problematical as the ‘‘Nize Girl” 
part was understood to have been 
specially written around her style 
of stage work. 

In New Haven an autopsy was 
held and death declared to have 
resulted from natural causes. Miss 
O’Ramey had been attended by a 
local physician Monday and had 
had a nurse part of the day, but 
her maid only was with her when 
she passed away. 


Meehan was quoted as_ say- 
ing that Miss O’Ramey had a 
severe role in the new show and 


that the exacting nervous strain of 
rehearsals for three weeks had un- 
dermined her health and brought 
on a collapse, 

Miss O’Ramey had been married 
to Robert Griffin but when they 
were divorced she resumed her 
maiden name, Griffin was a wall- 
paper manufacturer, 

Miss O’Ramey was one of the best 
known actresses in musical comedy 
and had been identified with some 
of the biggest musicals staged on 
Broadway. One of her big hits was 
as the slavey in “The Velvet Lady,” 
produced in 1919. She also scored 
as a principal of “No, No Nanette” 
during its run in Chicago and New 
York. 

She had served her stage ap- 
prenticeship in San Francisco, first 
taking an important role on Broad- 
way in “7 Days” in 1910. She was 
an Ohio girl and was graduated 
from Oberlin College. 

The new show, in which she was 
to have created the stellar role, was 
written by Hutcheson Boyd and 
billed as produced by Chamberlin 


Brown, 

In the cast with her were Benny 
Lawrence, Helen Lowell, Mabel 
Montgomery, Dorothy Hall, Robert 
Barrat, Gladys Feldman, Warren 
Ashe, Percy Helton, Mark Haight 


and Edward Rice. 


“Divorce” Stops 
“Divorce a la Carte’ was 
drawn at the Biltmore last Satur- 
day after playing one week. The 
cast was paid off by Equity, where 
a security bond was on file. 


with- 


SHOW FOR MATTHEWS 


Gilbert Miller, who returned from 


England last week, will stay in New 
York for about a month 
In that time he will 
show, unnamed, which will 
A. E. Matthews, currently in G. 

“Interference.” 


produce a 
feature 
M.'s 


Divorce and Alimony 


Charles L. Guy, reteree, has 
a report, granting Mrs. 
{Irene W. Simmons, the widow of | 
ithe lute Henry B. Harris, a divorce 
ifrom L. Marvin Simmons. Mrs. 

; Simmons is allowed alimony of $75 
Weex, 


15 Mgrs. Present at Chi Meet- 
ing—51 Others Wrote—Com- 


VARIETY 


START TO ORGANIZE 


ing for Eastern Branch 


The ea > ‘ ‘ 
| Simmons, said to be federal } tne Managers’ eretective 
| prohibition agent, was ed with AS the Hotel 
| Morrison yesterday. At this meet- 


the process in 
an order of the 
Divorce was granted 
| the claim of misconduct by 
mons in New York City. 
charged to have taken an 
ment at 1060 Park avenue, 
have lived there’ with 
respondent in November 
cember of 1927 
charged Simmons 
in Baltimore, 
ronto, and Boston. 

The action was undefended. 
application to confirm the 
report will be heard on April 6, 
1828, Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., is 
the attorney of record for Mrs. 
Simmons, Sidney R. Fleisher, as- 
sociate of Bickerton’s, conducted 
the hearings before the referee. 

The corespondent's name is not 
known, 


Palm Beach, under | 


New York Supreme | 5 
upon | 

Sim- | 

He is 
apart- 
and to 
the co- 
and De- 
Complaint also 
with misconduct 
Asbury Park. To- 


e 


d 
e 
a 
n 


An a 


da 


GIRL TREASURERS FELL |, 
4 


Petty Racketeer Cause 2 to Lose 
Shubert Jobs 


Two girl treasurers were dis- 
charged from one of the Shubert 
theatres Saturday and the ticket 
forces in the other Shubert houses 
were called on the carpet by Dave 
Finestone, Petty bartering passes 
was alleged. 

It appears that the girls who were 
dismissed accepted lingerie and 


ing 15 managers were present, 


fing for 


tration. 


Smith will go to New York to talk 
the matter over 


eastern 
Managers’ 
April 5-6 at the Hotel Ansonia, 
York, 

unions. 


bined effort to obtain a lower min- 


imum 
The main idea of this is to enable 


“white elephants.” 


Belasco, arrived here recently and 
was given her first chance at pic- 
tures by Fox. 


“None But the Brave.” 


with 
} more represented by letters. 
Purpose is the collective bargain- 
stock rights, elimination of 
neroachment and a means of arbi- 


A president, 11 directors and five 
istrict vice-presidents are to be 
lected with fees consisting of initi- 
tion and weekly dues, lob Sher- 
yan, George Robeson and Frank 


with stock brokers 
nd organize an eastern branch. 
Among some the matters up for 
iscussion at the first meeting of the 
division of the new Stock 
Association, to be held 
New 
that of the stage 


will be 


Managers also will make a com- 
royalty from play brokers, 


tock operators to invade towns of 
0,000 or less, now considered as 


Mildred Platt’s Picture 

Los Angeles, April 3. 

Mildred Platt, former New York 
tage actress and protege of David 


She will have a second lead in 


knick-knacks from a fellow who 


has been working the racket for 
years. In exchange he would be 
given a pass for two, to be called 
for at the theatre in a name agreed 
on. The racketeer would sel] the 
pass under the box office price. 

One of the man’s customers de- 
manded his money back at the box 
office and was told the tickets were 
courtesies and therefore money was 
not collectible. He then complained 
to the Shubert Office. The man 
with the lingerie is said to have 
been working the racket for several | 


years, being detected by box office 
men now and then and_ turned 
down. 


“Porgy” O K for Boston 


“Lulu Belle,” barred from show- 
ing in Boston, closed at Newark, 
N. J., last week, but ‘Porgy,’ which 
met with opposition in the Hub, 
will open there next week. 
Colored Republicans in 
filed complaint with the 
asking for a ban 
considered the colored | 


3oston 

city 
authorities, he 
cause they 


cast drama depicted an unfavorable 


| 
view of negro life in the South, | 
That proved insufficient to cause | 
the bars to be put up against | 
“Porgy.” | 
“Lulu” was proposed for a four } 
weeks’ New York repeat date at | 
lthe Century. Lenore Ulric was; 
favorable to the booking, but the | 
Belasco office rejected the idea. 
The Century went dark this week 
with the withdrawal of “Yours | 
Truly,” which again goes to the | 
road. The house may remain dark 
| for the balance of the season. 


Dorothy Lyman 
came all the 
way from 
Hollywood to see 


“GOOD © 
NEWS” 


at the 


SELWYN 
THEATRE 
CHICAGO 


in which her Brother 


LYMAN 


and his 


BRUNSWICK 
Recording Orchestra 


Are the Outstanding Hit 


“A NIGHT IN SPAIN” CO. 


(19th Capacity Week at 4 Cohans Theatre, Chicago) 


COMMENTS OF THE PRESS RELATIVE GLEN DALE'S VOICE 


‘Best tenor in musical comedy whose notes are silver 
‘Numbers are 
‘Welcome for a rousing tenor voice.”—Ashton Stevens, 
“Lovely tenor voice.’—Donaghy, of Chicago TROUnMS. 
“A fine voice; best singing by far of whole eve.’—Amy 
“Svmpathetic and beautiful.”—Chicago AMERICAN. 

“Glen Dale, lyric tenor, 
“Sure fire."—“VARIETY.” 


of Chicago EXAMINER. 


Leslie, of Chicago DAILY NEWS. 


has such fine voice, personality and musiclanship that his sucess is perm 


v."—O. H. Hall, of Chicago DAILY JOURNAL. 
saved by the extraordinarily good tenor of Glen Dale.”—Claudia Cassidy, of Chicago JOURNAL OF COMMERCE 


inently EB. 


Watts, 


of MUSIC NEWS. 
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54 VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


Special Radio Hour Reviews 


By Sid 


Broadway had a fine time all day 
“riday panning the Dodge-United 
Artists hour Thursday night. 
‘Didja hear it—wasn’t it brutal?” 
‘te. That was all over the Street, 
ind maybe “the mob” was right— 


from their angle. But it’s an even 
money bet that Old Lady from Du- 
buque was more interested than 
when she had to listen the previous 
Dodge hour to Fred Stone and Will 
Rogers telling the world about the 
other one and exchanging invita- 
tions to their homes. All at a cost 
of $1,000 a minute to Dodge Broth- 
ers. And how many radio hours 
have there been that could hold an 
audience's interest in a theatre? 

Casual listening in provoked the 
impression that the hour was ex- 
pertly handled from both ends, with 
time out for the auto president's 
sales talk from Detroit. On the 
‘toast end the U.A. personnel talked 
it a fast tempo; there were no 
vaits, and Whiteman, as usual, was 
Vhiteman again in New York. 

‘either Fairbanks’ nor _ Griffith’s 

ilks meant anything <>» the ini- 
iated, yet it couldn't have been so 

ad for those who had never heard 
ither, inasmuch as both were not 
»verlong in their specialties. 

Acting as master of ceremonies, 
‘ntroducing each of the stars, Fair- 
banks handled it well, while Griffith 
‘-hreatened to break into tears as he 
finished. But the bunch that knows 
knows that’s routine with him, too. 

A surprising feature was the 
composure of the principals, partic- 
ularly the Misses Talmadge and 
Del Rio. The only one to stutter 
was Chaplin. Miss Talmadge’s dis- 
course on clothes as they pertain 
to the studios was not without in- 
terest and no one is going to de- 
tract from Miss Del Rio’s nerve in 
going up against the “mike” to sing. 

Evidently nervous as she started, 

Miss Del Rio seemingly hurried 
through the first verse and chorus 
f “Ramona,” but settled down to 
lispel all doubts on the second 
horus. Nice voice and a great plug 
oth for the picture and Miss Del 
tio. And that was the only U. A. 
ilm mentioned. Whiteman closed 
ut the hour by playing the num- 
ver again, although whether he ac- 
‘companied Miss Del Rio from New 
York is not known. If hedid,no an- 
nouncement capitalized the achieve- 
ment. 

Miss Pickford was absent, due to 
the death of her mother, and Chap- 
lin contented himself with a couple 


By Abel 


Proving that movie stars should 
be screened and not heard, the 
Dodge Bros. gigantic radio broad- 
cast on a national hookup of* 52 
stations at least served the pur- 
pose of the automobile manufac- 
turers. After all was said, done 
and heard, E. G. Wiimer, president 
of the Dodge Company, accom- 
plished what was the underlying 
motive of the broadcast when, after 
the preliminaries, he compelled mil- 
lions of Americans to listen to his 
direct sales talk for approximately 
10 minutes. 

What more could Dodge Bros. 
want for their $200,000 investment? 
With a grand gesture, in a manner 
and ballyhoo approaching a_ public 
endowment, the automobile com- 
pany served its purpose with the 
sales spiel to a circulation, as has 
been figured out in Variety on the 
occasion of the previous Dodge 
Bros. Victory hour radiocasting, 
that would require a far greater 
financial investment for straight 
space buying in the national peri- 
odicals and with a fraction of the 
corollary publicity and free space 
in the news columns than the 
$200,000 expended for the radio 
plug. 

Incidentally, E. G. Wilmer dis- 
closed one of the finest speaking 
voices heard on the ether. With 


of stories. One was particularly in 
good taste in that it was about 
himself and had its point but was 
modest and a tribute to another 
screen comic, Harold Lloyd. Chap- 
lin gave Ed Wynn credit for his 
second story, both of which the 
show bunch and others have heard, 
but okay. 

John Barrymore also opened up 

by kidding himself a little, led into 
it by Fairbanks, and some are of 
the opinion more of this would have 
livened up the hour a bit. Barry- 
more’s “Hamlet” soliloquy evidently 
skipped by the censors without a 
cut and it may bring another 
squawk for the Dodges to square. 
Pretty rough language for radio 
with children listening. 
Nothing sensational about the 
hour on entertainment, but little 
doubt that the picture stars made 
many go to their sets and stay 
there. And that’s the main idea 
with the Dodge firm. Neither may 
the dignified broadcast have done 
the industry any harm, inasmuch as 
a lot of picture publicity has a habit 
of breaking into the tabloids. 


Seeks Another 
Victor “Name’ 


Close on the heels of Paul 
Whiteman’'s switching to the 
Columbia as an exclusive re- 
cording artist, another impor- 
tant move impe? ts, concerning 
another Victor artist, 

A major disk company, other 
than Columbia or, of course, 
the Victor, is, after this band 
maestro under most auspicious 
terms as a step to offset White- 
man’s anticipated avalanche 
under the Columbia banner. 

With the bid by this com- 
pany for the Victor artist’s ex- 
clusive services, this concern 
plans renewed vigorous activ- 
ity for important rating in the 
mechanical field. 

With the music business 
pointing more and more to the 
mechanical end of it, this move 
is worthy of considerable in- 
terest by the entire industry. 


well-modulated, easy-flowing dic- 
tion the automotive executive ex- 
ceeded the ‘impression many a 
trained public elocutionist has 
made on the air, not speaking, of 
course, of the luminaries from the 
deaf-and-dumb racket. 


As often mentioned, with radio 
reaching the stase where the 
novelty is wearing off, “names” are 
becoming the important factor iu 
ether showmanship. As in the in- 
door and outdoor amusement field, 
they are lodestones to center the 
interest. 

Decides on Movie Stars 

That was why Edward L. Ber- 
nays, public relations counsel for 
Dodge Bros., decided that a good 
followup stunt for Dodge (topping 
Jolson, Rovers, Whiteman and the 
Stones) would be the movie star. 

The idea of commanding maxi- 
mum national interest in one par- 
ticular radio feature through the 
use of “name” stars, judging from 
both Dodge hours, particularly this 
latter one, March 29, on the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. system, is a 
good one as far as it goes, but 
coupled with it 1s the obvious 
necessity of conformir~ the “name” 
talent to microphonic limitations. 

And so the United Artists sanc- 
tion of their stars to radiocast on 
the Dodge hour, while a good ex- 
ploitation idea at first blush, panned 
out a dud as air entertainment. 
Joseph M. Schenck for United Art- 
ists acquiesced, but other film con- 


F inancial Troubles May | 
- Stabilize Radio Trade 


The financial difficulties facing 
some of the larger radio retail syn- 
dicates throughout Greater New 
York, resulting in bankruptcies or 
receiverships, evidence a trend of 
the radio »usiness toward a status 
of normalcy. A stabilizing effect on 
the whole business is necessary, it 
is claimed. 

The gyp retailers, with their at- 
tractive advertising of bootleg tubes 
and merchandise, have shaken pub- 
lic faith. It has educatel the public 
in the merits of the standard prod- 
ucts, steering clear of the others. 

With some of the large bankrupt- 
cies, one commercial credit corpora- 
tion which discounted the paper is- 
sued by custome to merchants, 
was caught heavily. 


70 Stations for Convention 


A record radio hook-up of 70 sta- 
tions, embracing the red, blue and 
orange networks of the National 
Broadcasting Co. from coast to 
coast, is planned for the etherizing 
of the Republican national conven- 
tion from Kansas City in June. 

Because of the season, with so 
many commercial broadcasting ac- 
counts expiring, it will be compara- 
tively simple to arrange for the nec- 
essary “time” through switching of 
commercial hours to suit. In the 
winter this is an almost impossible 
task for all three networks. 


cerns, including Paramount and 
M-G-M, are said to have turned 
Dodge Bros. down on the proffer, 
which carried with it a compen- 
sation of $50,000. This Schenck 
divided mong his” stars (Paul 
Whiteman was additionally reim- 
bursed direct by Dodge Bros. at 
$5,000). 

Schenck was probably attracted 
the most by the publicity, but after 
a sample of Douglas Fairbanks’ 
male Pollyanna, Norma Talmadge’s 
styles and fashion hooey, D. W. 
Griffiths’ sentimentality on the 
screen’s mission, Dolores Del Rio’s 
voice, Charles Chaplin’s English 
accent and John Barrymore’s sibil- 
lant soliloquizing from “Hamlet,” 
‘twere better they all, as Chaplin 
himself put it, retired behind the 


(Continued on page 67) 


MINNEAPOLIS STATION 
DECLARES ‘OPPOSITION’ 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

L. R. S. Ferguson, member of the 
St. Paul city council and commis- 
sioner of education, launched an 
attack upon WCCO, leading North- 
west radio broadcasting station and 
member of the WEAF and WJZ 
chain, when WCCO announced the 
cancellation of two St. Paul features 
in conformity with a policy not to 
broadcast artists who will appear 
regularly over other Twin City sta- 
tions. 

“This action is in conformity 
with the policy of WCCO to corner 
all the talent,” declared Commis- 
sioner Ferguson. “It is likely only 
to lead to more bad feeling be- 
tween Minneapolis and St. Paul.” 

The numbers cancelled by WCCO 
in its move to obtain exclusive en- 
tertaining talent were Hugo Good- 
win's St. Paul municipal auditorium 
organ recitals and a St. Paul dance 
hall orchestra. Both features had 
been advertised by KSTP, the new 
St. Paul station which went on the 
air last Thursday for the first time. 

H. A. Beilows, manager of WCCO, 
denies that his station is attempting 
to obtain a monopoly of talent. 

S. P. Hubbard, manager of KSTP, 
countered Mr. Bellows’ statement 
with an announcement that “Twin 
Cities’ radio artists are assured a 
hearty welcome at KSTP, and no 
acceptable talent will be barred be- 
cause of broadcasting by another 
station.” 


120-Minute ‘Hour” 


When the Acousticon Hour signs 
off for the season April 22, to ree 
sume again in the fall over the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. system, all 
the past guest stars of the hour 
will be repeated in a miniature re- 
vue. These include Jack Norworth, 
Gene Greene, Frances White, Pat 
Rooney, Fiske O'Hara and others. 
In order to accommodate all, the 
final Acousticon Hour will be twice 
its usual length. 


Dunlevy at L. A.-U. A. 
Los Angeles, April 3. 
Price Dunlevey, Jr., organist, 
formerly with West Coast, is now 
installed at the console at the new 
United Artists Theatre. 
Dunlevy replaces J. Wesley Lord, 


resigned. 
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BOMBSHELL CAST AM. SOCIETY 


MEETING “CLASSIFICATIONS” 


Jack Yellen Set It Off—Frost Over Meeting Fol- 
lowed Into Annual Dinner Later Same Day— 
Yellen’s Demand for Board Members From Floor 


Music publishers and songwriters 
are behind Jack Yellen in his reso- 
lution presented at the first gen- 
eral business meeting of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, demanding more 
general information as to the func- 
tioning of the organization, its 
business operations, distribution of 
its funds, manner of classification 
for the division of royalties, item- 
ized list of fiscal expenditures and 
every detail concerning its admin- 
istration. 

Despite E. C. Mills’ characteriz- 
ing Yellen as “a radical and a 
Trotzky,” the music men are whole- 
heartedly with the songwriter-pub- 
lisher (Ager, Yellen & Bornstein). 
- The next meeting of the A. S. C. A. 
Pp., slated for three weeks hence, :@ 
which Yellen’s tabled motion wiii 
be acted upon, promises an almost 
100 per cent attendance by the so- 
ciety members. These include 92 
publishers and 600 writers, approxi- 
mately, counting music firms’ ex- 
ecutives. 

This, the society’s first general 
business session of its kind in a de- 
cade was the result or rumored agi- 
tation by members. Fearing that 
these business differences would crop 
up at the American Society’s annual 
dinner at the Ritz-Carlton Thurs- 
day night and mar its social intent, 
the A. S. C. A. P. conducted a 
separate business meeting in the 
afternoon of that day which lasted 
up to dinner time, when it became 
necessary to call a halt. 

When it was proposed that the 
social get-together be not spoiled by 
the afternoon’s business details, all 
concurred until Nathan Burkan, 
counsel for the American Society, 
and Mills reopened the discussion. 
Mills, in vitriolic language, scored 
Yellen by inference for his alleged 
anarchistic tendencies, as did Bur- 


kan, who also soft-soaped_ the 
mixed attendance. 
Hooey Stuff 


For many years buffaloed with 
hooey, the saner and more progres- 
sive of the younger school of pub- 
lishers and writers deem_ the 
American Society no child’s play, 
considering that its gross income 
annually has been over $1,000,000 in 
royalty collections. In two or three 
years the income from licenses for 
the public performance of copy- 
righted music for profit may be in 
excess of $3,000,000. Considering, 
also, the trend of the industry, with 
the sheet music sales at ebb tide, 
the music business may be com- 
Pelled to look to the American So- 
ciety’s royalty dividends for the 
major portions of its general in- 
come, 

Financial inquisitiveness as to 
the administration of the American 
Society has also irked the members. 
For many years, with no oppor- 
tunity for business discussion, mem- 
bers were compelled to listen to 
the American Society’s mechanical 
financial reports as they were read 
at the annual dinners. So much 
collected, so much expended, 80 
much for “expenses,” so much for 
dividends, were among the general 
quotations, without itemizing or ac- 
counting for their more complete 
information. 


The American Society, in moving 
over to its entire 25th floor suite in 
the Paramount building, has been 
Sumptuously outfitted. They are 
&agging about $22 cuspidors as part 
of the props. An army of field rep- 
resentatives, mostly lawyers, is 
maintained. How and why and to 
what extent they are compensated 
is not disclosed, 

Board Only Knows 

Nobody but the administrative 
board, comprising E. C. Mills, its 
chairman; J. C. Rosenthal, the A. S. 

. A. P’s general manager, and 
Silvio Hein, executive secretary 
(the latter two at $15,000 annual 
Stipends) know what it’s all about, 
With the exception of Nathan Bur- 
kan, and possibly Gene Buck, presi- 
dent. Mills is payrolled at $17,500 
a year from the American Society 
and $20,000 annually from the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association, 
in addition to an elastic expense 
lecount for all executives. 

Yellen complained that the pres- 


ent board of directors is self-per- 
petuating, electing itself to succeed 
itself as it pleases. Yellen advo- 
cated a general election of new 
board members from the floor of 
the organization. 

Off M. P. P. A. 

With the American Society the 
money-getter it is, it is of vast 
concern to the music men. Harms, 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Fred 
Foster, E. B. Marks, and others are 
members of the A. S. and not of the 
M. P. P. A. Forster and Marks re- 
signed from the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association, as did Henry 
Waterson, who has since rejoined. 
Bobby Crawford’s music firm, De 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, of which 
he is president and general man- 


/ ager, never became a member of the 


M. P. P. A., realizing that its only 
benefit lies with the American So- 
ciety as a royalty collection agency. 

Harms, with its wealth of the 
finest production and operetta music, 
is also allied with the A. S. C. 
A. P., but cares naught for the M. 
P, P. A. Similarly, Ed Marks, 
whose catalog of thousands of valu- 
able copyrights of imported and 
native compositions is vitally con- 
cerned in the A. S. C. A. P. 

The Society’s royalty earnings 
are inevitably bound to mount al- 
most monthly with the development 
of radio and the picture houses, with 
the matter of adequate classification 
becoming a grave problem, 

Higher Ratings 

A unit system now in vogue is 
complained of as not being strictly 
adhered to. If it were, disinterested 
music publishers maintain that Bel- 
win, Inc. (M. Winkler), Sam Fox, 
the Witmarks, E. B. Marks, Rob- 
bins Music Corp., Fischer, Schirmer, 
et al., would rate higher in the roy- 
alty classifications, considering the 
great amount of their standard and 
motion picture thematic music used 
for screen synchronization. The 
major portion of the American So- 
ciety’s income is derived from the 
picture theatres. 

This bombshell in the music busi- 
ness is the first important construc- 
tive discussion that has happened 
along in years. There are numerous 
complaints which will be ironed out 
now that the matter has been 
opened. 

The “cut-in” songwriter, with 
innuendo references to individuals 
who have stuff with publishers, is 
one complaint. 

Another topic of discussion is 
why the Vitaphone and Movietone 
moneys went into the treasury of 
the M. P. P. A. and not to the 
American Society. Vitaphone is 
paying the M. P. P. A. $100,000 an- 
nually for the music rights, with 
Mills believed to have credited it to 
the M. P. P. A. in order to protect 
his $20,000 annual salary from that 
organization. 

In the American Society the cur- 
rently active music publishers are 
up in arms against certain others 
who are characterized as passe or 
“rubber stamp” in their pliability 
to conform with the dictates of the 
more powerful music executives. 
They do not deny the credit due 
the old school of music publishers 
who were active in legislation back 
in the pioneering days, but main- 
tain that since the music business 
is of the present, the new school 
and young blood should have a 
very active participation in the 
Society’s functioning. 

More Fireworks 


This most startling of breaches 
in the industry has given it food 


for considerable thought and by the 
end of this month, when the next 
business session to discuss Yellen’s 
resolution comes around, there will 
be considerable stirring. 

Yellen, in keeping with a “gentle- 
men’s agreement” not to air for 
publication or otherwise any of the 
information at the meeting, refused 
to tell Variety anything about his 
resolution. 

With the American Society col- 
lecting over $1,000,000 a year, and 
about $800,000 being cut up, the 
members are becoming inquisitive 
concerning the administrative costs. 
The 25 to 32 per cent. overhead for 
administration is deemed very high 

(Continued on page 57) 


Under Royal Patronage 


At least one organization in 
the show world is cashing in on 
the publicity that goes with an 
okeh from John Coolidge, son 
of President Coolidge. It is 
Eddie Wittstein’s orchestra, 
which is advertised as “the 
band which John Coolidge con- 
sidered the best in New Eng- 
land and which he chose for 
the Amherst senior hop.” 
Wittstein’s engagement at all 
Yale proms is also stressed in 
the publicity. The orchestra 
hails from New Haven and is 
getting heavy dough from col- 
lege dance jobs and the pres- 
tige which that carries for out- 
side bookings. Wittstein is 
cutting into the college bus- 
iness in upper New York State. 


300 IN LYRES 


The Lyres Club formally opened 
its doors March 80 at its clubrooms 
at 155 West 46th street, with a 
membership of 300. Michael B. 
Speciale is president of this mu- 
sicians’ organization which operates 
its rooms on a 24 hour schedule of 
service for members. 

The Chicago counterpart of the 
Lyres, Comedy Club, has a mem- 
bership of 600. The Lyres organized 
with half that number and expect 
their own building within a year. 


ECCENTRIC CONTEST 


Trianon of Chi Getting 40 Teams 
from Mid-West 


Topeka, April 3. 

One of the biggest plugs for a 
dance floor is now being pulled by 
the Trianon in Chicago, where 
plans are announced for a National 
Eccentric Dance Contest, with 
dance teams from 40 cities of the 
mid-west entered. 

Two years ago the Trianon pulled 
the same stunt with a National 
Charleston Contest. The plug 
works two ways. In the cities 
sending contestants, local ‘contests 
are held. 

In Topeka the stunt is being done 
by the Novelty theatre. April 9 to 
14 are the days for the selection of 
the loca] team, the theatre offering 
as a top prize expenses to Chicago 
with chaperone. 


Milwaukee Singing Again 
Milwaukee, April 3. 

Community singing, which Mil- 
waukee claims originated here, was 
brought back at the Alhambra last 
week. The Universal house hired 
Frederick Carberry, who served his 
country during the war by leading 
the leatherlungs of this German 
burg in singing “The Star Spangled 
Banner,” “Over There” and “Keep 
the Home Fires Burning.” 

Carberry now runs a music store 
here. 


Toledo Guaranteeing 
Toledo, O., April 3. 

Grace Denton, local impresario, is 
organizing the Toledo Music and 
Drama Guild on a subscription basis. 

The plan is to assure Toledo high 
class concert and dramatic offerings, 
with the subscribers sharing with 
Miss Denton responsibility for the 
financial success. 

New York Theatre Guild plays are 
wanted by Toledo and the movement 
is largely for the purpose of guar- 
anteeing their presentation. 


DENNY RENEWS CONTRACT 
Montreal, April 3. 
Jack Denny has renewed his con- 
tract with the Mount Royal Hotel 
for another year. He and his band 
travel every Sunday to Plattsburgh 
to make Brunswick records in a 
studio specially fitted out for the 
purpose, an average of five being 
taken every visit. His contract 
with Brunswick calls for around 60 
records. 


First Presidential Ditty 


San Francisco, April 3. 

E “Al” Hegbom, organist, has 
written the first campaign song to 
make its appearance on the coast. 
In association with Wm. M. Hunter 
he has composed a lively fox trot 
with lyrics, titled “Hoover, We 
Want Hoover.” 


Chi’s Dance Reformers 
Can’t Agree, So Big Talk 


Chicago, April 3. 

Following Variety's story on dance 
hall conditions, some of the theatre 
managers and cafe owners called on 
City Prosecutor Peska with ten 
separate campaigns to clean up 
dance halls. The leaders, Peska and 
Jessie F. Binford, director of the 
Juvenile Protective Association im- 
mediately engaged in a prolonged 
battle of words. 
Peska charged his attempts to 
eliminate the loose moral standards 
existent in dance halls were balked 
by intervention of the association. 
He mentioned one case where a hall 
owner protested an investigation, 
claiming he already had an agree- 
ment with the association whereby 
his hall’s moral status was firmly 
established. 
Miss Binford alleged Peska ac- 
cepted derogatory reports on the 
better ballrooms while overlooking 
conditions in the “taxi” dance joints. 

Peska replied that Miss Binford 
{is in contro! of the National Ball- 
room Owners and Managers’ Pro- 
tective Association, and calls at- 
tention to her recent admission of 
having received contributions from 
that organization in appreciation 
of her co-operation. He further 
said he will not assist any agency 
which receives support from the 
very institutions it is supposed to 
regulate, investigate or prosecute. 


Dave Stamper with Publix 


Just about when Edna Leedom 
last week let the world know her 
fifth husband is Frank Doelger, son 
of the brewer, Miss Leedom’s fourth 
misfit also entered into a new con- 
tract. 

Miss Leedom’s released fourth is 
Dave Stamper, composer. His new 
mission is to write music for Publix 
stage units, 

Mr. Stamper is indelibly stamped 
to fame on his reply recently as 
to his status with Miss Leedom, who 
was then in a theatrical jam. “I’m 
her divorced husband,” said Mr. 
Stamper, perhaps properly making 
it as singular as it was. 


LEONARD’S INSTRUMENTS 


Pays $5,000 for Full Set from Conn’s 
—Rehearsing Noveity Band 


Harold Leonard fs rehearsing a 
new novelty band of 17 pieces, that 
will use a full set of Conn instru- 
ments costing $5,000 and about 
ready for delivery. The instru- 
ments will blend with Leonard’s 
novelty idea. 

It will be about a month before 
the young leader is all set with the 
new outfit. 


Irving Berlin Back 


Irving Berlin returned to New 
York this week, following a long 
stay on the west coast. 

New York dailies immediately 
printed that a reconciliation had oc- 
curred between Mrs. Berlin and her 
father, Clarence Mackay. There was 
no confirmation of that report up to 
yesterday. 


Opera Singer Divorced 


Danbury, Conn., April 3. 
Mme. Marie Selma, grand opera 
singer, has been granted a divorce 
from her husband, Walter Lewisohn, 
a patient in Blythwood sanitarium 
at Greenwich, who has been pro- 
nounced hopelessly insane. 


FEIST SONGS IN GERMANY 

The recently organized German 
subsidiary of Francis, Day & Hun- 
ter, Ltd., of London, known as 
Francis, Day & Hunter, Gm. b. H.., 
Leipziger Strasse 37, Berlin, now 
handles the Feist catalog in Ger- 
many. American performers abroad 
can obtain new Feist song issues 
at the Berlin branch. 

Publications Francis-Day of Paris 


is the French representative of 
Feist and other American music 
firms, 


Harry Wertham Retires 
Chicago, April 3. 

Harry Wertham, for 25 years an 
official of Jerome H. Remick, and 
more recently the general western 
manager, has retired and is suc- 
ceeded by Ward Perry. Wertham 
will spend his time traveling on an 
extended vacation. 


Waterson Leaves Chicago 
Chicago, April 8. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder have 
given up their Chicago office. will| 
Horowitz, manager, has been trans- 


ferred to New York. | 


Full 2c Disk Royalty 
Means $200,000 Gained 


The music publishers have Fre= 
affirmed the stand of the M. P 
P. A. against the elimination of the 
10 per cent deduction on mechanical 
royalties. Enforcement of this rule 
for the full collection of the 2 cents 
royalty will mean an increased in« 
come of $200,000 to the music ine 
dustry. 

The mechanicals are very bitter 
about the elimination and individ- 
ually approached each of the larger 
publishers, campaigning against the 
reinstatement of a now antiquated 
trade custom. 


Washington, April 3. 

With much controversy under the 
surface still apparent between the 
mechanical recorders and the Amer- 
ican society hearings opened here 
this morning before the House pat- 
ents committee. 

Nathan Burkan and Gene Buck 
have produced another bill still fur- 
ther amending the recent proposal 
introduced by Chairman Vestal of 
the committee to repeal the two 
cents royalty clause and leaving the 
situation between composer and 
preproducer open to bargaining. 

Details of the new amended docu- 
ment which was first presented this 
morning had not been developed 
up to the noon recess but it is 
stated to be an attempt to tem- 
porize with the mechanical interests 
which are fighting to retain the 
two cents clause though last ses- 
sion agreeing before the committee 
that it should go as unjust. These 
same mechanical companies now 
want to also continue the compul- 
sory licensing phase with the Amer- 
ican society representatives indi- 
cating they may demand a com- 
plete repeal of all such provisions, 
leaving absolute control of their 
works within their own hands. 

Committee though sympathetic is 
understood to seek only modifica- 
tions and not complete revision. 

Hearing today was opened by 
Gene Buck, who was forced to re- 
iterate much of the testimony given 
last session for benefit of the new 
members of the committee. 

During the hearing Frict Lanham, 
one of the members of the commit- 
tee, said that the time had come 
for the committee to write the bill 
if the problems of composers and 
the mechanical people were to be 
settled. 

Lanham proposed that the com- 
mittee go into executive session and 
draw up a bill incorporating as 
many of demand of composers and 
mechanical companies as would be 
equitable. 


Federation’s Meeting 


‘ In Louisville May 19 


The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians’ convention will be held May 
19 in Louisville. 

Joseph Weber is president, and ft 
is almost certain that Weber will be 
returned to the presidency, for his 
28th consecutive term. 

It is believed that when the A. F. 
of M. convenes in May, one of the 
matters that will be thoroughly 
threshed out will be the radio situa- 
tion. 


AN INARTISTIC WIFE 


St. Louis, April 38. 
Testimony that her husband had 
informed her before their honey- 
moon was over that their marriage 
had been a mistake because she 
did not, as her bridegroom decided, 


possess an artistic temperament, 
won a decree of divorce here for 
Mrs. Gladys W. Iorns. She also got 


$4,500 lump alimony. 


The husband, Clifford L. Iorns, a 
musician, did not contest, though 
entering a general denial. 

Iorns told her he required a wife 
who could—and would—accompany 


him on the piano, Mrs. Iorns testi- 
fled. 


Reviving an Old One 


Danbury, Conn., April 3. 

“Paul Whiteman and his original 
Piccadilly orchestra” were adver- 
tised to play for a dance in Water- 
bury one night last week. Some 600 
couples attended only to find a pick- 
up orchestra composed of New York 
city high school youths. When @ 
ery for refund was raised John A. 
Griftin, of Brooklyn, N. Y., told the 
crowd that all admissions would be 
made good at a music store. While 
the crowd was hurrying to the nqusic 
store Griffin made good his escape 
with the mioney. Police are now 
looking for him. 

The mernbers of the orchestra 
managed to poo! enough money for 
railroad fare back to New York. 
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NIGHT 


CLUBS 


Wednesday, April 4, _ 


MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL 


SLAMS 


BOOZE SLEUTHS 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

When Alderman A. G. Bastis as- 
sailed federal prohibition agents for 
searching the persons of citizens for 
liquor and also them of 
“framing up” places, the city council 
here backed him up and refused to 
revoke the license of The Stables, 
local night club. This in spite of 
the fact that the federal prohibi- 
tion department has instituted pad- 
lock proceedings against the estab- 
lishment and filed charges of main- 
taining a nuisance against its pro- 
prietors. The federal action fol- 
lowed a raid during which the pro- 
hibition agents seized 46 bottles of 
liquor from patrons and made a 
number of arrests. 

Mayor George E. Leach also had 
refused to revoke the license of 
The Stables and Police Chief F. W. 
Brunskill told the council that he 
would not accept the affidavit of 
“a mere prohibition agent” against 
the place. 


accused 


be called upon to close up all sort of 
people's homes and business places 
because people happen to be found 
on the premises ;ith liquor in their 
possession,” asserted Alderman 
Bastis.” 
The federal prohibtion department 
won a partial victory in its warfare 
against the Nankin cafe, the city’s 
leading night club. Cudge J. B. 
Sanborn, in feceral district court, is- 
sued a permanent injunction against 
the cafe management to restrain it 
from permifting liquor law viola- 
tions on the premises. He, how- 
ever, specified that the place should 
be permitted to remain open and 
operate under a $1,000 bond. 
During the trial of the case, the 
Nankin submitted affidavits from 
14 Minneapolis residents refuting 
the government's charge of liquor 
law violations. The signers of the 
affidavits included the presidents and 
vice-presidents of several of the 
city’s leading banks, leading mer- 
chants and real estate dealers, the 
U. S. immigration commissioner, a 
former mayor, a captain of police 


“The first thing we know we'll 


and three policewomen. 


$16,000 for Joe Lewis 


Chicago, April 3. 


The’ gigantic midnight show 
staged as a testimonial to Joe 
Lewis, local cafe entertainer, 


stabbed and slashed by a group of 
hoodlums some months ago, was 
held at the Oriental midnight of 
March 29, staged under the auspices 
of the Chicago Comedy Club. 

Over $16,000 was realized. Orien- 
tal did capacity, only a few balcony 
seats being unoccupied. Seats sold 
at $5, with those in the mezzanine 
and boxes going at $25 apiece and 
more, Members of the Chicago 
Comedy club are now organizing a 
committee to supervise the estab- 
lishment of a haberdashery for Joe 
Lewis on Randolph street, in the 
heart of the theatrical zone. 


ALL-BLONDE FLOOR SHOW 


An all-blonde floor show opens at 
the Club Frivolity, New York, in 
three weeks, written and conceived 
by N. T. G., with the principals, all 
of the gentlemanly preferred shade, 
including Hotsy Totsy (Demaris 
Dore), Vercelle Sisters, Mary 
Adams, Jean Murray and Mayron 
Dale. 

The male contingent of Tom Tim- 
othys’ orchestra, Pete Woolery and 
Al White hold over. 

Bobby Sanford is staging. 


FLOOR SHOW AT PARODY 


The Parody nite club, New York, 
with Durante, Jackson and Clayton, 
is preparing a floor revue, to be 
added on top of those three boys. 

It will go on this week or next. 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS 


IRVING ARONSON _ | 


TOMMY CHRISTIAN 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Featured with 
Irene Bordoni’s “Paris,” Musical 
Show, Adelphi, Philadelphia 


PHIL FABELLO 
ORCHESTRA 


LOEW’S 7th AVENUE THEATRE 
New York City 


FROM DETROIT 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
LAST HALF (APRIL 5-8) 
FOX's SAVOY, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Permanent Address: 


CHARLES SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, MASS. 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
FEATURED IN 


” 
‘GOOD NEWS 
OHANIN’S 46TH STREET THEATRB 
NEW YORK CITY 
Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
137 West 56th Street, New York City 


B. A. ROLFE | 


AND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORC HESTRA 


WEAF ARTISTS 
Edison Records 
ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 


= 200 W. 48th St., New York City 


Phone Lack 6518 


[PAUL WHITEMAN 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 
This and Next Two Weeks 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 

New York City 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


and His Orchestra 
LOEW TOUR 


Dir. Arthur Spizzi Agency, Inc. 
1560 Broadway, New York 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 
Orchestras 


Office: Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 


| VI VINCENT LOPEZ 4 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


1595 Broadway 
New York City 


| PARISIAN RED HEADS | 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


WEEK APRIL 2 
K.-A. PALACE 
NEW YORK 
Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


/ LEW REYNOLDS | 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


Featured at 
Palais De Dance, Los Angeles 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 


Just-for-Fun Bands 


Competition from the col- 
legiate bands who are under- 
bidding drastically for summer 
engagements just for the fun . 
of it is reasserting itself. 

One instance for an exclusive 
summer resort is a six-man 
campus combo which is willing 
to do its stuff for $160 a week 
cash, plus room and board, or 
about $26 a man,* which the 
personnel probably figures for 
expense money. 

Professional outfits resent 
this since, even if the brand of 
music is not forte, the sharp 
difference in price is enough 
to influence any country club 
or hotel management, 


; 
STAGES BLIND CONTEST 
TO PICK ORCHESTRA 


Coast Hall Puts Numbered 
Bands Behind Flag, with 
Patrons as Judges 


Los Angeles, April 3. 

Latest gag in picking an orches- 
tra for a dance hall was pulled by 
the LaMonica Ballroom, Santa 
Monica. when it had a large num- 
ber of orchestras play behind an 
American flag. 

For two months the management 
has been giving orchestras tryouts 
on Sunday afternoons, 22 orches- 
tras doing their stuff. From this 
number, four were chosen for the 
finals. These four were then called 
in and asked to play the same three 
numbers, each with their individ- 
ual arrangements, 

Each band was given a number, 
as its identity was unknown to the 
five judges selected from among 
patrons of the ball room who 
understood music. They then cast 
their votes. 

Result was that Ken Howard and 
his orchestra are now known as the 
popular approved organization at 
this ball room, one of the largest 
on the coast. 


Empty Cafes Fire Risk 


Chicago, April 3. 

Continual padlocking of night 
clubs has caused insurance com- 
panies to steer clear of them as fire 
risks, 

An agent of one company ex- 

plained the ban followed several 
fire outbreaks in places already 
padlocked. They’re afraid other 
places likewise may become ig- 
nited when rendered useless by fed- 
eral action. 
The proprietor of a night club 
just opened has tried in vain to get 
his place insured. He can’t even 
persuade a&@ company to investigate 
the premises. 


DUFFY’S CASTILLIAN 
Bill Duffy, of the Frivolity Club, 
New York, is reported having taken 
over the Castillian Gardens on the 
Merrick road, Long Island. It had 
been operated for two years by the 
Goldman brothers. Closed for the 
greater part of the winter it lately 
reopened but did no business. 
Harold Leonard and a_ seven- 
piece band are there under the new 
direction. 


HERE AND THERE 


Eddie Hodges and his Band of 
Pirates has added “Ship” Hanlon 
and Mabel Chainley to the act. 


Violet Dell and Bernus Roberts 
have joined Tom Nip’s troupe of 
girls appearing in “Rain or Shine” 
at the George M. Cohan Theatre. 


Fred C. Buck, arranger, and Ber- 
nard A. McDevitt, publicity man 
for Waring’s Pennsylvanians, will 
precede the band to Paris, where 
they open in early May at the Am- 
bassadeurs. Buck and McDevitt 
sail on the De Grasse April 11; the 
band follows on the Ile de France 
April 28. 


George Hall returns with his or- 
chestra to the Arcadia Ballroom, 
New York, next week, finishing its 
vaudeville tour. Ernie Golden leaves 
Arcadia at that time. 


Feist’s Donaldson Week 
A special Walter Donaldson week 
is being plugged by Feist some time 
this month. 
The prolific hit writer’s songs will 


be exclustvely exploited that week. 


Red Ink Frisco Drink 


San Francisco, April 3. 

Prohibition officers have been 
staging a series of raids hereabouis, 
with the result that in three days 
they visited 15 alleged bootleg 
places and arrested 17 men and a 
woman on violation charges. Sev- 
eral cafes popular with the theat- 
rical mob have run afoul of the 
prohis, among them the Studio Cafe 
on Green street, where 12 couples 
had to give up their dancing when 
the officers closed the place. 

Wine is the big bet around these 
parts and excellent claret and 
white wine can be had at extremely 
low prices, Champagnes’ and 
cordials are also available for those 
who want to pay. There is very 
little good hard liquor available, 


but the brand of moon generally 
runs high. Red wine can be had 
with meals—or otherwise—in thou- 
sands of restaurants and _ cafes, 
especially in the North Beach dis- 
trict. These are liberally patronized 


Doubling Dub Gets Tr 


Davenport, April 3. 

Rollo L. Rilling, pastor, choir 
leader, banker and cabaret singer, 
with a little department store flioor- 
walking as a sideline, after the 
other pursuits became too strenu- 
ous due to the s. a. complex, was 
sentenced to a year and a day in 
Ft. Leavenworth for embezzlement 
of a $500 bond from the First Na- 
tional Bank here when he was trust 
officer for the institution. 

Rilling slipped out of town a 
year ago, deserting his wife and 
child, who had been his helpmate 
in the church business, but taking 
a soprano from his choir as his 
traveling companion to New Ore 
leans. 

Rilling’s tenor was heard in the 
cabarets and in El Paso he also 
obliged, in addition to his store 
duties. A local gal, attendant at 
his church here, spotted him on the 
streets in El Paso, tipped off the 
local authorities, and his arrest 
Tollowed. 


by show folk. 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK 


Ambassadeure Jerry Osborne 
Blackbirds Rev Agnes Dempsey 
Ada Ward Hazel Sperling 
Adelaide Astair Bernhardt 
U S Thompson Alice Ray 
Badie Gray Club Richman 


Will Vodery Bd Geo Olsen Orch 


Jullette Johnson 
Geo Murpny 


Connie’s Inn 
Sam Manning Rev 
Leroy Tibbs Orch 

Everglades 


Earl Lindsay Rev 
Eddie Chester 
Eddie Davis 
Broadway Gardens!fred Dexter Orch 


Brevities of 1928 
Warner Gault 54th St. Club 


Bamboo [nn 
Hilda Rogers 
Honey Brown 
Taylor 3 
Virginia Wheeler 
Violet Speedy 
Marion Smith 
Dorothy Phillips 
Henri Saparo Bd 


Florie Dan Healy Rev 
Jack Totten Fuzzy Knight 
Bird Sis Frances Shelley | 


‘Alice Ridnour 


Frivelity 
N TG Rev 
Vee Carroll 
Hotsy-Totsy 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Tom Timothy Bd 


Helen Morgan's 


Marion Lewis 


Chez Florence 


Florence 
Sneeze & Palmer 
Florence's Orch 


Club Alamo 


Larry Moll Rev 
Mack Sharkey 


Lucy 
Leo Bernstein Helen Morgan 
Genny 
rturo Gordon 
Velytramo Dorothy Croyle 
Club Barney Aimee Revere 
Alice Weaver J Friedman Bd 
Walter O'Keefe forau 
Eleanor Kern ie 
Hale Byers’ Orch | Floor Show 
Gus Good 
Club Ebony Frank Cornwell 
Colored Show Frank Cornwell Or 
Ebony Bd Ambassador 
Clud Lido Grace Hill 


Geo Marshall 
Van der Zanden Or 
Club Monterey Hotel Biltmore 


Fred Clark Rev Madl’ne Northway 
Jack Irving yeo Chiles 


Rosita & Ramon 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Frankie Morris 
Helen Grey 


Hotel Manger 
Hat Kemp Theima Carleton 
Jardin Royal | Muriel Holland 


Paul Specht Orch | Annette Ryan 
‘Jean & Viola | Jean Rolling 

Wilda Ganeau | Durante’e Orch 
Martin & Lake 
Ramona Betzer 
Chick Kennedy 


Leverich Towers 
Hotel Texas Guinan 

Brooklyn Tommy Lyman 

Marguerite Howard! Bigelow & Lee 

Phelps 2 Jacques Green Or 

Leverich Towers'’Or 

Mel Cratg Orch Silver Slipper 

N TG Rev 


Little Club Barbara Lake 
Dorothy Barbour Mollie O'Doherty 
Eliz Higgins Evelyn Martin 
Jack Clifford Hanley Sis 
Beth Miller La Vergne Lambert 
Lane Sis Harriett Marned 
4 Masters Patrica Grandes 
Ben Pollack Orch |Jean Russell 


Loretta McDermont| 1“ Claire & Mae 
Club 


Pennsylvania Hotel 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Salon Roya) 


John Walsh 
Jimmy O'Brien 
Loretta McDermott} Tom Gott Orch 
George Walsh 

Small’s Paradise 


Hauser Bros 
Manhatters Orch L'n’rd Harper's Rv 
Atta Blake 


Jazzbo Hilliard 
Emil Coleman Bd | Dewey Brown 
McAlpin Hotel Sherman & White 


Susie Wrotem 
McAlpineers’ Orch 


Alto Oates 
Oakland’s Terrace 


Bee Footes 
Blondina Stern 
Will Oakland 


Bronze Chorus 


Landau’s Bd Chas Johnson Bd 
Strand Root 
Jack Connor's Rev 


Swanee Club 
Len Harper Rev 


Ten East 60th 


Margaret Zolnay 
David Gerry 
Larry Siry Or 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Park Centr’) Hotel 
Arnold Johnson Or 
Parody Club 

Jimmie Durante 

Lou Clayton 
Eddie Jackson 
Parody Rev 
Garret & Lizt 


De Carlos & Louise 
Born & Lawrence 
Hilleen & Meleida 
Charley Straight 


Golden Pumpkin 


Barks Sisters 
Russell & Durkin 


Evelyn Dean 
Lew Jenkins 
Helen Gordon 
Ted Ledford 
Sleevemver Sis 
Bobbie Pincus 
June Harrison 


Heien Nafe 
Bill Kranz Bd Gene Gill 
Jean Gare 

Chez-Prterre Austin Mack Bd 


Pierret Nuyten Rv Club Katinka 
Earl Hoffman's Or Joe Alien 
College Inn Trixie Rose 
Grace Russell 
T & B Healy Danny Varross 
Joe Regan Lee Gunning 
ae Smith-Hades Bd 
m 
Kelly’s Stables 
Colosimos Sammy Dyer 


Ethel Anderson B Cummins Or Lily de Lys Meyer Davis Or 
Alabam Maude Hanlon B'way 4 Margie Ryan 
Dale Dyer Joffre Sis Honey Maples Phil Murphy 
Lew King Mearae Sis Ed Goodbar Harry Harris 
“Ralph Bart Teddy Martin Johnny Dodd Virginia Sheftall 
Art Wirtliams vennebrew Jules Novit- Bd 
Eddie South Ba Johnny Dodds’ Ba 
Alamo Frolics Zantera Cafe Ralnbo Gardens 
Nellie Nelson 2 
Al Handler Bd ge AE ce Al Wagner Bd John Reed 
Anson! i ; Freddy De Syrette| Irene George 
a Lillian Barnes 7 : Adams Sis 


George Taylor 
Betty Tascott 
Norma Lenze 
Gladyce Kilday 


Bernice Kelly 
Sol Wagner Bd 


Harriet Smith Samovar 
Olive 
Lido Carroll & Gorman 


Joffre Sis 

Fred Walte Bd 
Terrace Garde 

Gertrude Clauss 

Joe Sullivan 

Evelyn Hoffman 

W Wadsworth Bd 


Inez Gamble 
Kaaihue & Kaena 
Charile Schultz 
Barry Clay Bd 


Lindo Inn 


Rose Taylor 

Roy Mack Rev 
Josephine Bruce 
Rose Page 

Babe Fisher 
Fred Burke Band 


Parudy Club 


Vanity Fatr 
Vierra Hawalians 
Karola 
}Pick Hughes 
Betty Brown 


E Dougherty Or 


Club Madrillon 
Millo Dominguez 
Tommy Mananan 
J O'Donnell Orch 


Club Mirador 


Harry Albert 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Chantecler 
Paul Fidelman 


Bobby Danders Gernice & Brown |Zita & Howard }Leo Wolf ita 
WASHINGTON 
Carlton Club Lido Le Paradis Roma Gardens 


Sidney Seidenmann 


Harry Albert 


Chas Wright Orch 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Swanee 


Lotus A! Kamons 
Archie Slater Bd | Meyer Davis Orch 
Mayflower Wardman Park 


Sidney Harris 


Jocely Lyle 
Marcella Hardie 
Pauline Zenoa 
Buddy Truly 

Joe Candullo Orch 


Broadway Follies 
Charlie Crafts 
Club Madrid 
Chic Barrymore 
Velos Yolande 


Meyer Davis Orch'M Harmon Orch Sidney’s Orch Meyer Davis Orch 
PHILADELPHIA 
Club Lido Jean Wallin Piccadilly Al White 


Al Wohlman 
Murray Sis 
Jean Gaynor 
Isabella Dwan 
Mattie Wynne 


Aveada Charkoute 
Abe Balinger’s Rev 


Walton Root 
LeRoy Smith Orch 
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DISK REVIEWS satellites. That's good stuff for the | Griffith must have impressed cone 

box-office and the ether] siderably. 
e also, but in justice to both they Came Chartie Chi i 

a they é 1aplin, the good- 
By Abel should have been better fortified, fellowship of his fest 

(Continued from page 55) . It is the more surprising consider- | tracted to Charles by the «1 id; 
Paul Whiteman ing that Wilmer’s assis ‘ent Chats Choate 
S assistant went to; nouncement, and Charlie Ch iplin 
. ne of e most unusual ensemble Hollywood for the express purpose | spoke just as Charles Chaplin 
eonsidering estimates by some that |is also questioned. The idea is a na- |T€COrds made by Whiteman and his/of okaying the material to be | might b> expected to speak. Rather 
a huge department store operates | tional survey among 16,000 licensees concert orchestra | is _ Victor No. | broadcast, the arrangement of the |see Charlie in make-up than hear 

on an 18 per cent. margin and that the A. S. C. A, P. who are cir- programs personally super- | Charles from now on 

expensive of all enter- , : a T rom “Show | vise every little detail so as not to Whiteman ynclude ith a ree 

the ind cularized by mail for reports on the Boat” on one side, with Paul Robe- | risk repetitions of the last Dodge] prise of “R Del io 
the picture industry, ex-/current week's programs. About 25]/son singing the Jules Bledsoe song, | Hour’s errors. feature’s 
pends 35 per cent. of the gross for per cent. respond. This is accepted and selections from “Show Boat” on Instead, they went to the oppo- | to contribute as pot ge th er 
distribution costs of films through-|as a fair and fina] test on classifi- |the reverse, including a medley of;site extreme of glad-handing and j,ture as vice 
out the western hemisphere. cation, since it invariably shows the other production numbers. The back-slapping one another. The | To cinch the Dodge plug, an un- 
Curiosity Feist, Berlin, Harms, Shapiro-Bern- _— voices — all the out~- | United Mutual _Admiration Artists | usual request on the NBC ne twork 
Billy Rose is curious about the/stein and Remick rating in that standing songs from the Ziegfeld were certainly in session Thursday | for comments direct. to the com- 
musical, the manner of arrangement | night. Not only themselves, but | pany was made, with the lure in 
as members of the American So- Not Fair Check-U and treatment virtually visualizing Harold Lloyd, Will Rogers, Fair-jthe form of a souvenir booklet in- 
‘ ir eck-Up the scene of action. banks Scales, Ed Wyi.t and “Vanity | cluding photographs of the screen 


ciety for an additional 10 years 
from 1931, when the present con- 
tracts lapse; why not only for five 
years, since one cannot see a decade 
ahead? 

Rose also advocates a standard 
form of royalty contract such as 
exists in the Dramatists’ Guild of 
the Authors’ League of America, 

Publishers are concerned about 
the organization of a double-A 


class some time ago, which voted 


an additional $10,000 to the privi- 
leged members of that division, but 
was later abolished following agi- 
tation. They resent that such a 
move should have come to pass for 
the time it was in existence. 

With the double-A class being in 
effect, it financially penalized the 
lesser publishers, who were set 
back one and two classifications in 
order that the extra funds were 
forthcoming for the double-A mem- 
bers. 

The unit system of classification 


CHARLES FRINK 


Uses Exclusively 
BACON AND DAY 


“SILVER BELL” 


BANJOS 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 


New York City, Week of March 25 


“Young musician with strongest 
asset the banjo. . .- . Slammed 
over a clean hit with the banjo. 


topicals and inserts an 
Expert banjoist.” 


Mark. 
“VARIETY” (Press Notice). 


Knows his 
operatic as well. 


Illus. 48-Page Catalog—Free 


The Bacon Banjo Co., Inc. 


GROTON, CONN. 


Song Writers 
“The Greatest Book of Ite Kind’ 


Inside Stuff on 


How to Write 
Popular Songs 


By ABEL GREEN 
Music Editor. ‘‘Varlety” 
With an Introduction by 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
PRICE, 75c 


Roppins Music CorPorATio: 
Publisherae, 
Seventh Avenue .New York 


| 


Tree,” 


Lesser publishers aver it is not a 
fair check-up since these five firms 
have the largest organizations and 
hence are best represented in cer- 
tain territories. It is set forth that 
a publisher like Marks or DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, gets as much 
or more representation with its 
standard and currently popular mu- 
sic throughout the country, if not 
as prolifically centered in certain 
territories. _ 

Assuming the check-up system 
was infallible, it is still argued that 
the ratings are not adhered to and 
the standard publishers whose stuff 
is widely performed in the picture 
houses are not accounted to in ratio 
with their standing. 

Of the last annual dividend, Class 
A publishers received about $32,000, 
or $8,000 a quarter, and Class A 
writers earned about $4,000 divi- 
dends, or approximately $1,000 a 
quarter, since there are more writ- 
ers than publishers. The system of 
distribution calls for the equal @i- 
vision of the royalty melon into two 
parts, with the publishers’ board 
members concerning themselves 
with the pro rata division to the 
publishers, and the songwriters’ 
board representatives with the 
songwriters. 

Class B publishers and authors 
receive half of Class A, and so on 
down to Class E. 

A new ideas calls for a 20 per 
cent. drop per classification and not 
50 per cent., so that a theoretical 
allotment of $100 to a Class A mem- 
ber would mean $80 to Class B and 
20 per cent. off Class B’s $80 or $64 
to Class C, etc. 

There are only five Class A pub- 
lishers in the A. S. C. A. P., Feist, 
Berlin, Harms, Shapiro-Bernstein 
and Remick. In the society’s sur- 
veys, Feist is always first with a 
most consistely represented catalog 
wherever popular music is performed 
for profit. It is the license fees 
from amusement places, such as 
picture theatres, ballrooms, cafes, 
radio, ete., that give the American 
Society its royalty melons. 

More Chill 

At the dinner in the evening, with 
the general air strained, Nathan 
Burkan, counsel for the A: S. C. 
A. P., further decried this internal 
dissension, his cold legal phrase- 
ology adding more chill to the at- 
mosphere, 

One of the most impressive fea- 


ltures of the program was Julius P. 


Witmark, one-time “boy-tenor” of 
variety fame, singing the old songs. 
The music publisher was deeply 
moved in the reminiscent program. 

J. Rosamond Johnson also stood 
out with his “tinder the Bamboo 
the colored entertainer and 
composer tracing the origination of 
that song from the spiritual, ‘‘No- 
body Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen.” 


HENRY BUSSE 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
METROPOLITAN THEATRE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Enthusiastically Reports Wonderful Success With Our 
Hit Ballad 


“TOMORROW” 


FORSTER, MUSIC PUBLISHER, INC. 


ABE OLMAN, Prof. Manager - - 505 Woods Bidg., CHICAGO 


GUS ARNHEIM 


ORCHESTRA 
TWO SOLID YEARS AND STILL GOING AT THE 
FAMOUS COCOANUT GROVE, LOS ANGELES 


AND 
HIS 


LeMaire and Van 
George LeMaire and Rex Van 
have made a second edition of “The 
Black Jacks” on the strength of 
their first disk sales. This time 
the team discourses on accident in- 
surance, making for a humorous 

product. Victor No. 21276. 


Beth Challis—Noel Taylor 

Beth Challis solos “Henry’s Made 
a Lady Out of Lizzie” and is joined 
by Noel Taylor in duet with “Get 
’Em in a Rumble Seat,” a follow-up 
of “Thanks for the Buggy Ride.” 

Both are jolly recordings, in keep- 
ing with the frothy song themes. 
Okeh No. 20987. 


Nat Shilkret 


Nat Shilkret and the Victor Or- 
chestra have a waltz and fox-trot 
combo, the first, “Little Mother” 
(Mutterchen), the theme song of 
“Four Sons,” written by Erno 
Rapee and Lew Pollack, who clicked 
with “Diane” and “Charmaine,” also 
picture themes. 

“Without You, Sweetheart,” a 
melody fox-trot, has Johnny Marvin 
on the vocal end. Victor No. 21259. 


Zelma O’Neal 

Get a load of the zippy Zelma 
warbling the “Varsity Drag,” which 
she created in “Good News,” and 
“Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man” from 
“Show Boat.” It marks her debut 
as a Brunswick artist. 

Pep and speed—and how! 


Ben Bernie 


The Hotel Roosevelt maestro is 
plenty fancy with “Let’s Misbe- 
have,” the Cole Porter continental 
hit, and “Changes,” a typical Don- 
aldson trick composition. 

For smooth dansapation, Bernie 
clicks. 


Galla Rini 


The vaudeville accordionist, now 
an exclusive Brunswick artist, does 


tricks with his “windjammer’” in 
“QO Sol Mio” and “Funiculi-Funi- 
cula.” 


Galla Rini is one of the most ex- 
pert of showman-accordionists and 
evidences that generously on this 
disk. 


Jacques Jacobs 

ensemble headed by 
Jacques Jacobs does a pair of 
Strauss waltzes, “Emporer”’ and 
“Wine, Woman and Song,” in beau- 
tiful style. It’s a 12-inch Columbia 
recording and will appeal to concert 
waltz fans. 


Concert 


Silver-Masked Tenor 
“Dream Kisses” and “You'd 
Rather Forget Than Forgive” are 
coupled on Victor No. 21257 by the 
Silver-Masked Tenor, who came to 
attention on the radio with the 
Silvertown Cord Orchestra. 
They are fitting numbers for the 
tenor’s treatment and _ fulsomely 
sold on the wax transition. 


RADIO HOUR REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 564) 


screen for their public endeavors, 
where they are more at home. 
Stereotyped 
Certainly not were they at home 
before the “mike,” despite the added 
advantage of carefully prepared 
speeches read 


so stereotyped, and even 
par- 
and 


crackle, 
were some of the addresses, 
ticularly Miss Talmadge’s 
Griffith’s. 

Chaplin sounded extemporaneous 
although his reputed “mike” fright 
fetched an insurance bid from 
Liloyd’s of London of $5,000 at $150 
premium (two per cent.) that the 
eminent screen comedian 
suffer no linguistic mishap. The in- 


nor was the inexpensive precau- 
tion necessary, Chaplin struggling 
through a couple of familiar gags 
and calling it an evening. 

As was “doped” by showmen, 
Paul 
again cinched the honors, 
this time, by simple comparison to 
the barrage of talk. Whiteman was 
in on the former Dodge hour. 

No question but that the ether is 
best conducive to song and melody 
for general popularity. The hard- 
est thing, comedy, can’t be had, and 


or lecture, is not wanted. 

It was all right for the 20 or 39,- 
000,000 Americans to evidence their 
interest in the speaking voices of 


a number of world-famous screen 


from manuscript. | 
One could almost hear the paper | 


would | 


surance, however, was not written | 


Whiteman and his orchestra | 
if only, | 


ithe simplest, the straight address | 


Fair” came in for mentions, the 
periodical through its percentage 
rating of Chaplin as the greatest 
living artist (with his 11 units out 
of a maximum of 25, from memory). 

Whiteman opened in New York 
with “Together,” a great plug for 
the DeSylva, Brown & Henderson 
waltz and brilliantly scored. Fol- 
lowed Wilmer'’s address from De- 
troit. Then Whiteman again with 
Walter Donaldson’s “Changes.” 

Fairbanks Had ’Em All 

Followed Fairbanks, who m., c.’d 
thereafter, talking on American 
youth, health, hardening of | the 
arteries, good spirits and bromides. 
The substance of his summation 
was that “the worst thing that hap- 
pens to you may be the best thing 
that happens to you if you don't 
let it get the best of you.” Whoops 
for Frank Merriwell and the Rover 
Boys. 

Came Norma Talmadge. Accord- 
ing to her, Paris is the fashion cen- 
ter, but Hollywood is now the style 
center of America. You must come 
over and so’s your Aunty Pasto. 
Miss Talmadge needs a better ghost 
author on styles and fashions in 
any evening newspaper. 

Dolores Del Rio, featuring a 
charming Mexican-Spanish dialect, 
sang “Ramona” in nice voice, sur- 
prisingly good for a screen lum- 
inary if generally parlor-ish in its 
calibre, but good enough at 
royalty per copy for Dolores. 

Griffith on Love 

D. W. Griffith, in deep votce, 
seemed much affected and moved 
by it all. He spoke on love, David 
Belasco, flappers, love, sex, love, the 
screen, love, the booboisie and its 
reaction to love as flashed on the 
screen, ete.; he might just as well 
have mentioned “Drums of Love” 
by title and been done with it. 

Still in all, for hinterland con- 
sumption, the director served his 
purpose” effectively. To a_tless 
critical and analytical audience, 


stars, Specifications and data on the 
new Dodge motor product, 


A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway 


LONDON—PARIS—BRUXELLES 
MADRID—BERLIN—GENEVA—LUGANO 
PALM BEACH—NEW YORK 


HARL SMITH’S 
Lido Venice Orchestra 


& A PAUL SPECHT UNIT 
Nothing “sweeter” in Dance Musie 


Now at BLOSSOM HEATH 
| St. Claire Shores, Detroit, Mich. 


Al Carney, Organist, 


And the Boys Hunted Every P 


‘When Darkness 


Get It While It’s 


5418 Kenmore Avenue 


Oh! Boy! We've Got ‘Em Grabbed 


Elmer Kaiser Featured it over WCFL | 
Buddy Langdon (Peter Pan of the Air) Sang it 
over WIBO 


Wesley Long, Guitar, over WWAE 


IT’S A FOX TROT BALLAD 


NIGHT 


Orchestrations, 50 Cents 


Professional Copies for Organists, Radio and Artists 


IS IT A HIT? 


You could be laid away for asking that question in Chicago 


Write or Wire 


CONWAY, SHEA VERHOEVEN 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


Played it over WHT 


ublisher in Chicago for a Copy 
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BLUE 


Young and Sweet 


Phone Ravenswood 7654 


| 
‘ 
| 
4 
— | 
| | | 
4) 
| | . 
| 
| | pay i 
TAVERN 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | } 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


OUTDOORS . 


Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


VARIETY 


Obituary 


HARRY O'NEAL 


Harry O'Neal, 38, actor, removed 
to the Jewish Memorial Hospital, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., March 25, suffering 
from a brain lesion following a 
collapse at the Winter Garden, where 
he was appearing with Shubert’s 
“Artists and Models,’ died in that 
institution March 28. 


O'Neal had reported the previous 
Friday and had gone through one 
gcene of the show when his condi- 
tion became so bad he was taken 
home. Later he lapsed into un- 
consciousness, from which he never 
rallied. 

He had complained of headache 
pains, but tcld his brothers they 
were not serious, 

Mr. O'Neal for several years had 
been under a Shubert contract, hav- 
ing appeared in “Gay Paree,” “A 
Nisht in Paris” and “O. K.” For 
meny years prior he had appeared 
in burlesque and vaudeville. He 
hal had a long burlesque service 
under I. H. Herk’s direction, ap- 
pearing with Harry Steppe, both 


In Memory of Our Dear Son 


AUL NEVINS 


Sadly Missed by His 
Father, Mother, Brothers and Sister 
May his soul rest in peace 


MR. AND MRS. PAUL KLOTZ 


with the comedian when he had his 
burlesque show and later when 
Steppe played vaude, O’Neal doing 
the straight. 

The deceased went to London 
when “The Gorilla” was produced 
there, playing one of the leads. Re- 
turning to the States he was en- 
gaged for Ben Bard’s place, oppo- 
site Jack Pearl, with the Winter 
Garden show. His association with 
Pearl remained unbroken up to the 
time of his death. 

As a straight man Harry O'Neal 
was one of the best. Comics along- 
side of him found him a perfect 
foil. About six months ago Mr. 
O’Neal married Coleste Stewart, 
show girl, who survives, as also do 
three brothers, among them Jimmy 
O'Neal, vaude agent. He was also 
an uncle of Mrs. Sammy Tishman, 
wife of the Chicago vaude booker. 


GEORGE J. CLEVELAND 
George J. Cleveland, 39, outdoor 
amusement man, organizer of the 
Venice Investment Co., died of heart 


play list also included “Mr. Hop- 
kinson,” “Lady Huntley's Experi- 
ment,” “Wheels Within Wheels,” 


and “The Home Secretary.” His 
last play was “Other People’s Wor- 
ries.” 


LYDIA DICKSON 

Lydia Dickson 50, legitimate and 
screen actress, died in California 
Lutheran Hospital, Hollywood, Cal., 
of tumor of the brain. After a long 
and eventful career as a stage COo- 
medienne, Miss Dickson’ entered 
pictures and in recent years had 
worked with different companies on 
the coast, 

Three weeks ago Miss Dickson 
went on location with a picture out- 
fit and suffered a complete collapse, 
being removed to the hospital where 
her condition became worse until 
her demise. 

Miss Dickson's initial stage fame 
came when she created the prin- 
cipal feminine comedy role in 
Hoyt’s “A Texas Steer.” 


RANDOLPH A. CURRIE 


Randolph A. Currie, 55, former 
legitimate actor, died of heart 
trouble in a hotel in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., March 23. 

Currie left the stage some years 
ago owing to his mother’s health. 
He became associated with the mer- 
cantile interests of the Carl-Knott 
firm. He appeared in support of 
Lillian Russell, Lulu Glaser, and 
opposite Minnie Dupree in “The 
Road to Yesterday.” 


WALT WHITMAN 


Walt Whitman, 60, character ac- 
tor, died March 27 at Santa Monica, 
Cal. Mr. Whitman was better 
known on the stage than in pic- 
tures, having started his career 
early in life by playing with stock 
companies in New York, Chicago 
and Boston. He appeared in pic- 
tures with Douglas Fairbanks in 
“The Three Musketeers,” “Mark of 
Zorro,” etc. 


. The remains were cremated. 


GEORGIE O’RAMEY 
Georgie O’Ramey, age uncertain, 
died April 2 in New Haven, Conn., 
with cause of death not immedi- 
ately ascertained. A news account 
appears elsewhere in this issue. 


WILL ENNIS 


Will Ennis, 67, operating an 
“Uncle Tom” show and later ap- 


Marcus Loew 


attack at the Santa Monica (Calif.) 
hospital March 27. Mr. Cleveland 
had gone to visit his 12-year-old 
daughter, Janice, who was in the 
hospital for an appendicitis opera- 
tion at the time of his death. He 
was recently divorced. 

Mr. Cleveland started his theatri- 
ea} career in the east with Keith- 
Albee and later was employed by 
Louis B. Mayer as manager of a 
small string of theatres in Massa- 
chusetts. He went to California in 
1916 and he associated himself with 
the Abbott Kinney Amusement Co. 
in Venice, two years later becom- 
ing general manager of the con- 
cern. He then organized the Venice 
Investment Co., which built theatres 
in sections of southern California, 
and later was acquired by West 
Coast Theatres, Inc. 

In 1923 Cleveland and associates 
gained control of the Ocean Park 
pier and the same year the pier 
wag destroyed by fire. Immediately 
after that Cleveland organized the 
Ocean Park Realty Co., and rebuilt 
the amusement zone on a larger 
scale. Two years later he sold out 
te Adolph Ramish. 


R. C. CARTON 


Cables from London April 1 
brought wo1l1 of the death there 
of R. C. Carton, dramatist. Car- 
ton’s real name was Richard Claud 
Critchett. At one time he was an 
actor, playing Shakespearean roles 
on the London stage as far back as 
1875. 

One of his first plays was in 
collaboration with Cecil Raleigh. 
Among his individual works was 
“Sunshine and Shadow,” “Lord 
and Lady Algy,” well known on the 
American stage through its pres- 
entation py William Faversham. His 


pearing in stock companies and 
promoting home talents during his 
early life died March 28 in Hunter, 
Mo. 


Members of his family had ap- 
peared with Mr. Ennis in his var- 
fous show ventures. The Ennis’ 
troupe was known in the middle- 
west. 


William H. Koen, 50, retired the- 
atrical man, died in Salem, Mass. 
Until three years ago he and his 
brother, John E. Koen, owned seven 
theatres in Eastern Massachusetts, 
taken over by the Gordon interests. 
In 1915 he entered business with his 
brother, who in 1901 had shown the 
first movies in Salem. 


Leon Moyer, brother of Gertie 
Moyer, died March 1 in New York 
as the result of an auto accident. 
He was struck by a taxi last Fri- 
day, dying the next day. His age 
was about 40. 


He is survived by a widow and 
two children. 


Edouard Deru, 53, violinist, died 
March 27 at his home in San Fran- 
cisco. He was former violin in- 
Structor to Queen Elizabeth of Bel- 
gium, an official violinist to the 
King and Queen of that country. 


Edward J. Sheehan, stage man- 
ager of Poli’s Palace, Springfield, 
for five years and employed by that 
theatre 17 years, died at 36, leaving 


wife, son, two sisters and two 
brothers. 
Edward J. Sheehan, 39, stage 


manager, Poli’s Palace, Springfield, 
Mass., died March 26 in Merey Hos- 
pital in that city. He had been 


Carnivals, Films, Band 


Taxes Stir Minnesota 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

Minnesota League of Municipali- 
ties’ survey indicates that band tax, 
Sunday movies and carnival bans 
will be political issues in many 
towns and villages this year. 

Brainerd has already voted to 
block carnival attractions and May- 
field is being agitated over the 
Sunday movie proposition. Red- 
wood Falls has voted a one mill 
tax for its town band, following 
Dennison and Lakefield, which have 
taken similar action, setting aside 
two mills for the umph-pah artists. 


NEWS FROM DAILIES 


(Continued from page 44) 


“Over the Top,” didn’t get that far 
when he appeared before Superior 
Judge Yankwich in the matter of a 
suit on $29,990 brought against him 
by Florence Evelyn Rice. Court 
held that Empey must stand trial in 
the suit. Mrs. Rice alleged she 
loaned the writer money more than 
seven years ago which has not been 
returned. 


Mrs. Lillian Coogan and Arthur 
L. Bernstein, principals in the di- 
vorce and alienation actions filed by 
Mrs. Corabel Bernstein, were to 
have filed their answers last week. 
Mrs. Coogan, mother of Jackie 
Coogan, and Bernstein, the kid 
star’s business manager, were al- 
lowed more time to file their an- 
swers ty Mrs. Bernstein’s attorney. 
Bernstein, it is understood, is plan- 
ning to file a cross-complaint 
against his wife. « 


Frank Campeau, screen “badman,” 
was found not so bad by Judge 
Guerin, who decided in his favor in 
the $75,000 damage suit brought 
against him by his wife, Estelle 
Campeau. She charged Campeau 
with mistreating her and included 
some beatings and kicks in her com- 
plaint. The domestic affairs of the 
Campeaus have been before the 
court before. The pair have been 
divorced and_ reconciled several 
times. At present they are divorced 
again. 

Judge Carl Stutsman refused to 
grant either Harvey Carroll or Ber- 
nice Starr Carroll, dancing team, a 
divorce, because of insufficiént evi- 
dence. Each charged the other with 
cruelty and jealousy, but at the 
conclusion of the trial the court 
didn’t think either side warranted a 
decree. The custody of their daugh- 
ter June, 8, was placed with Mrs. 
Louise Stanley, friend of Mrs. Car- 
roll. 


connected with the Poli interests 
seventeen years. 


The mother of Eddie Clayton 
(Clayton and Newman) died March 
25 in Washington, D. C. Clayton’s 
vaude partner, Francis Lennie, had 
died three weeks previously. 


The mother, 69, of Emma Little- 
field (Mrs. Victor Moore) died 
March 29 of pneumonia in Engle- 
wood Hospital, Englewood, N. J. 


William H. H. Rogers, organizer 
and first president of the Rochester, 
N. Y., Industrial Exposition Asso- 
ciation, died March 26 in Albany. 


Elton Reed Bolles, 72, manager 
for 17 years of the Livingston-On- 
tario Carnival each fall on Conesus 
Lake, died March 22 in Livonia, 
N. Y. 


Chester Benjamin Denniston, 64, 
violinist, Andrews theatre, Sala- 
manca, N. Y., committed suicide in 
that city March 24. 


William Watson, 53, former Murat 
Theatre property man, died March 
31 in Indianapolis. Widow and son, 
William, survive, 


The father, 53, of Allan Correlli, 
vaudeville, died March 20 in 
Patchogue, L. I. 


DEATHS ABROAD 


Paris, March 24. 

Alcide Robaudi, French painter, 
died in Paris. 

Thomas Henri, 44, French vaude 
performer, known ag Santho Mo- 
dernis, at Lyons, France. 

Wife of M. MacCormick, English 
Players, Paris, died at Enghien-les- 
Bains. 

M. Bonedetti, musichall duo act 
with Helene d’Ypes, died in a Paris 
hospitaL 

Lucette Ninon, 30, French vaude- 
ville singer, died in Paris. 

Paul Lan, former manager of the 
Moulin Rouge, Paris, died at Arca- 
chon, France 


STUB CAMPBELL KILLED 


Parachute Jumper for 30 Years 
Finally Missed 


Los Angeles, April 3. . 


William C. (“Stub’’) Campbell, 63, 
after jumping from balloons for 30 
years, finally missed and was in- 
stantly killed when his body hit the 
ground after a 1,500-foot fall. The 
shoulder straps of his parachute 
caught. 

He was jumping for a cash collec- 
tion to be made among about 500 
spectators. The Pacific Coast Show- 
men’s League will bury him. 


Charges Pictures Behind 
Licensing of Trucks 


Washington, April 3. 


Members of Circus Fans’ Associa- 
tion are now making a concerted 
drive against regulations requiring 
licenses for all trucks in circus 
outfits upon entering state. 

Picture people are said to be be- 
hind the licensing plan which took 
a considerable financial toll in 
some sections last summer. Asso- 
ciation members are pledging them- 
selves not only to take the move 
up with public officials but to also 
endeavor to hold off the .picture in- 
terests. 

Charge is made that the plan is 
actually being engineered against 
the tented outfits by the Hays or- 
ganization to stop opposition to 
picture houses. 


Husband Taught Her 
To Charm Snakes 


Minneapolis, April 3. 

Mrs. Edward Christensen, car- 
nival snake charmer, is seeking a 
divorce, charging that her husband 
last fall devoted the major part of 
his attentions to the woman “who 
worked the ‘graft’ wherein persons 
with loose dimes are induced to 
throw baseball with destructive in- 


tent at little manikins on _ the 
racks,” 
Mrs. Christensen was a village 


blacksmith’s daughter she 
became enamored of the charms of 
her present husband, carnival show- 
man. The start of her carnival 
romance dates back to 17 years ago 
when the show with Christensen 
visited her home town. After her 
marriage, Mrs. Christensen testified, 
she learned to like snakes and be- 
came a snake charmer. 

Custody of an 1l-year-old daugh- 
ter, Marion, is being sought both 
by Mrs. Christensen and her hus- 
band, who has filed a counter suit. 
Marion was being trained to dance 
in a carnival show, but if Mrs. 
Christensen has her way, instruc- 
tion in that art will be stopped at 
once. 

“No more carnival life for Ma- 
rion and me.” declares Mrs. Chris- 
tensen. 


Carnival-Hating Town 
Admits Ziegler Shows 


Ogden, Utah, April 3%. 

In granting a license for $100 to 
Cc. F. Ziegler Shows to operate here 
for a week, beginning April 21, the 
city commission voiced its disap- 
proval of transient carnivals. Mayor 
Frank Francis said it should be the 
policy of the city administration to 
discourage these shows. 

Commissioner Fred E. Williams 
declared carnivals are of no good 
to a city, that they take a lot of 
money out of town and are de- 
moralizing to children. He further 
declared that “people who can’t get 
enough food to eat will borrow 
money to spend on a circus.” 

The license was granted, owing to 
Mr. Ziegler having spent the winter 
in Ogden with several members of 
his company. 


Sioux City Votes “No” 
Stoux City, Iowa, April 3. 

Voters of this city last week re- 
fused to approve a half mill tax 
levy to raise $140,000 necessary to 
purchase the Interstate Fair 
grounds and equipment, rejecting 
the proposition by a vote of 12,843 
to 8,691. It was the second time 
within a year that purchase of the 
property had been submitted at 
special election. The project was to 
have the city-take over the grounds 
and leave operation of the fair with- 
out any encumbrance upon the fair 
association. Ralph A. Gaynor, 
president of the Interstate Fair, an- 
nounced definitely that there would 
be no attempt at a fair this fall 
and that the association would dis- 


pose of the grounds as best it could. 


FAIR’S OUTRIGHT BUY 
OF H-W CIRCUS 


Danville, April 3. 

The Central States Fair and Ex- 
position this week announced that 
it had leased the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace Circus for the entire week of 
the Central States fair, Aug. 11-17. 

The Central States will play it 
at 65-cent top. The side show and 
menagerial features will be included 
in the fair ground pitch. 


MARRIAGE AT 81 


Danbury, Conn., April 3. 
Charles T. Phenix, 81, of Bridge- 
port, is to marry for the third time 
Phenix is an old-time acrobat and 
later became a veterinary at the in- 


vitation of P. T. Barnum. He 
joined Barnum’s circus in 1867. 
Phenix will take Mrs. Imma 


Snow to the altar as his third bride. 
They plan to marry in New York 


Peity on May 65. 


River Boats to Stop 
At Shady Lane Park 


Frank Orth has taken over Shady 
Lane Park, Peekskill, N. Y., and 
will reopen for the new season the 
latter part of the month. 

Orth has begun reconditioning 
the amusement park and will install 
10 rides, three shows and have 
booth space for 30 concessions. 

Orth has also effected a tie-up 
with the Hudson River line for 
landings at the pier of the park, 
which is also being refurbished and 
will be illuminated nightly. 


Realtor Dubs Detroit 


Park “Public Nuisance” 


Detroit, April 3. 

In a petition for restrainment 
sponsored by Louis G. Palmer, 
realtor, and signed by 150 property 
owners in Edgewater Park, the 30- 
acre amusement park at Seven Mile 
road and Grand River is dubbed a 
“publie nuisance.” The grounds 
are operated by the Detroit Amuse- 
ment Company and Paul Heinze. 

Palmer is head of'the Palmer- 
Glenbrook Homes company, a real 
estate outfit, whose holdings are 
nearby the amusement park. It is 
alleged Heinze originally acquired 
his 30 acres as a site for picnic 
grounds, but converted them to the 
use of “loud and annoying amuse- 
ments.” 

An order against Heinze and the 
amusement company to show cause 
why restrainment should not be en- 
forced has been signed by Circuit 
Judge Merriam and is returnable 
this week. 


Lady Dare-Devil Hurt 


Detroit, April 3. 

Carrie Collins, 36, dare-devil 
motorcyclist, is in a serious condi- 
tion in Receiving Hospital, follow- 
ing a collision with a taxicab. 

Miss Collins said she worked care 
nivals and fairs for five years. Ree 
cently she accepted a position as 
special messenger and was on the 
job at the time of the smashup. 


SELLS-FLOTO EASTBOUND 
Canton, O., April 3. 
Sells-Floto circus will be the first 
tented show to invade Ohio, the 
American Circus Corporation unit 
coming here Friday, May 5, and 
the following day will make its an- 
nual stand at Youngstown, moving 
swiftly into the east to beat opposi- 
tion to its usual spring stands. 


SOUTH BEACH REBUILT 


South Beach Amusement Park, 
gutted by fire at the fag end of last 
season, has been rebuilt and will 
reopen May 5 with 12 rides, 5 shows 
and 60 concessions. Resort ig at 
far end of Staten Island. 


Rosenthals Sticking at Canarsie 
Despite previous reports Rosen- 
thal Brothers will again operaté 
Golden City Park, Canarsie, L...1.,... 
this season, with Rosenthals hav- 
ing renewed their lease for five 

years, 

Additional space for new rides and 
a swimming pool are part of the in- 
novations promised. pool 
should be a great feature in at- 
tracting business to the resort since 
Carnarsie .is without a _ bathing 
beach, 


Jackel Booking 
John C. Jackel, formerly of the 
World Amusement, has gone into 
business on his own. 
He is making outdoor bookings. 
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This week the Majestic snapped 
out of it beautifully for a small 
time house. They had a very fair 
little program. “West Point” (M.- 
G.-M.), feature, pulled ’em in, and 
very fair vaudeville heid them 
there. 

Novelty predominated in five acts, 
with a flash girl act next to closing 
that could have been used to better 
advantage as an opener. During 
the picture music is furnished by 
some mechanical device that sounds 
like the violin and piano duo of the 
old nickelodeon days. Mechanical 
though it was, supposedly doing 
away with possible slips, it did slip 
occasionally. The orchestra, al- 
ways dependable, enters with the 
Aesopian film, and rides through 
with the vaude. 

The opener was the Stevens and 
Co. bear act. Young Stevens brings 
Bruin in on a leash, who, after a 
bit of coaxing, goes into a rather 
hesitant black bottom, but livens 
up considerably as his “dancing” 
turn comes to a close. Stevens asks 
for volunteers from the audience to 
wrestle with the bear, and his two 
plants, Brown and White, come on 
stage and tussle about with the 
Cinnamon. A good laugher, this, 
but could be much more effectively 
presented. 

Why W. V. M. A. had to single 
out the Majestic as a showing house 
for Atterbury and Gillum, instead 
of the American or Academy, is a 
problem. These two fellows, togged 
out in collegiate raincoats, play 
around with a piano and some song 
and chatter, being very remindful 
of opening acts at amateur contests. 
Transfield Sisters, treying, with a 
sister team offering that is good 
showmanship. Nicely costumed. 
They open with some vocal har- 
mony, following up with a sax duet 
and a banjo duo, with songs; close 
with two xylophones, one of the 
girls singing well. They inject 
plenty of action and color. An ex- 
cellent little picture house team. 

Michon Brothers, at the Palace 
last week, are acro-tumblers with 
an Al presentation. They use a 
springboard rigged up on a frame- 
work of piping, one of the boys 
working on this and doing most of 
the stunts. For a finish they utilize 
. gladiator novelty that is a sensa- 
ion. 

In the 10 Palace Girls vaudeville 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


A A. H. WOODS’ | Mts. Wed. & Sat. 


DELPH 


ETHEL WATERS 


“Finest artist of her race.”-—Ashton 


Stevens. 
EARL DANCER’S “AFRICANA” 


Greatest Dancing Show in the World 
Most Beautiful Afro-American Music 


SAM H. 
Harris 
GILBERDT MILLER ETHEL 


Presents 


BARRYMORE 


in ‘THE CONSTANT WIFE’ 


By W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
TWICE 


ERLANGER 


A. L. ERLANGER Presents 


Eddie Dowling 


in the Season’s Musical Smash Hit 


“Honeymoon Lane” 


With the Original B’way Cast of 100 
Beauty Chorus and Production 


SELWYN Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 
SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring You 


THE NEW COLLEGIATE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 
ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS 
FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Himself) & HIS ORCH. 


ILLINOIS 
A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


BEATRICE LILLIE 


In a New Musical Farce Comedy 


“SHE’S MY BABY” 
with CLIFTON WEBB 


Matinees Wednes- 
day and Saturday 


‘dance, a standout feature. 


has a flash girl dance act; strong 
for flash, possessed of a fair array 
of pulechritude and generally satis- 
factory for average time. The open- 
ing turn is a harem setting, richly 
scened, with the girls going through 
the usual harem ensemble numbers. 
A tall flower girl wends her way 
among the haremers, singing after 
a fashion not so tashionable. Next 
scene the girls do an aesthetic 
They 
close with the girls in a novelty 
dance, well executed. <A featured 
dancer is good in contortion. 
Adams and Rash in comic songs, 
yerman, “Cohen and Kelly,” Chinee 
and Tin-ynat numbers, have good 
voices. Meritorious act, good for 


kee Amusement Co., claiming he was 
contracted to act as producer for 
the State-Congress and Midway 
stock burlesque theatre and was let 
out five months before the contract 
expired. 


Joe Kayser has left the Diversey 
theatre for the Midland, Kansas 
City, as band leader and m. ec. 


Judgment of $311.50 was rendered 
against Louis Siracuse of “The 
Desert Song” in favor of Sebastian 
Burnetti, vocal teacher. 


George Donahue, formeriy of 
Jackson, Roberson and Smith and 


the Robert L. Sherman attractions, 


CORRESPONDENCE 


otherwise indicated. 

follows and on pages: 
ATLARTIC CITY OF 
BAL OF 
INDIANAPOLIS 62 
JACKSONVILLE OF 
LOS ANGELES 
MINNEAPOLIS 


All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 


The cities uncer Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 


MONTREAL ... 63 
OKLAHOMA CITY .........+. 59 
PORTLAND, ME. .. 60 
PORTLAND, ORE. 62 
ROCHESTER ..... 59 
SAN FRANCISCO ............ 62 
62 
60 
63 
63 
61 


SEATTLE 
SVRAGCUGSE 
TACOMA 
TOLEGS ..... 
WASHINGTON 


Their punch num- 
impression of 


presentations. 
ber is a comic 


Tosti’s “Good-bye,” staged in “any 


Italian barber shop.” The Two 
Aces, skating, are nicely presented 
and costumed, with scenic effects. 
Their skating is a bit above the 


average. 
Business rather good for the first 
mat. Loop. 


Dorothy McNulty and Fred Fer- 
guson, both of “Good News,” the 
latter with Abe Lyman’s orchestra, 
have announced their engagement. 


“Burnt-Corkers,” WLW radio art- 


ists, are playing theatre dates for 
Dave Cockrill, 


independent agent, 
who is also booking the Otto Gray 
Cowboy band, another radio aggre- 
gation. 


Anna Tucker, sister of Sophie, is 
reported engaged to marry Jules 
Aaronson (non-pro). 


Cc. L. Carrell and John Benson 


have just returned from an inspec- 


tion trip over the Carrell tise, In- 
diana and Ohio. 

New houses recently added to the 
Carrell time are the DeKalb the- 
atre, DeKalb, Il, and the Admiral 
theatre, Chicago. The Admiral is 
playing five acts, changing every 
two days. John Bentley (Carrell 
office) is now handling bookings for 
the North Center theatre. operated 
by Dave Rice for the North Center 
Business Men’s Association. 


Whiteman Sisters’ colored mus- 


ical revue plays Great States the- 
atres at Aurora, Elgin and Streator, 


[ll., in May. 


In Great States houses which have 
not Vitaphone installations’ the 


showing of Al Jolson’s “Jazz Singer” 


will be augmented with Jolson and 
Cantor Rosenblatt records played on 
the Panatrope. 


Ernie Young has booked a revue 
in the Oriental room, Hotel Davis. 
The Ernie Young “Follies,” Frolics 
Cafe, Miami, has been held over for 
another six weeks. Young produces 
the revue for the Regina exposition 


at Regina, Saskatchewan, Can. 


Wallie James, former assistant 
manager, the Chicago, will manage 
the Varsity theatre at Evanston, re- 
cently acquired by Balaban & Katz. 
The Varsity is to be a part of the 
Lubliner & Trinz division. 


Curly Burns has left the Burns- 
Paden stock to join q vaudeville act 
produced by Harry Rogers. 


Lillian G. Jordan (vaude) has 
brought suit for $5,000 through 
Atty. Leo Weisskopf against the 
Yellow Cab Co. for injuries received 
in an automobile collision. 


Jeo Lurgio has filed suit charging 
breach of contract against the Yan- 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 


a& Kast 22d Street (opposit 
The Rendezvous of t 


RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


CIVIC AND POLITICAL 
RALPH GALLET, Manager 


CAFE IN THE WORLD 

e “L” station), Chicago, In. 
he Theatrical Stars 
CELEBRITIES 


Phone CALUMET 3399 


is organizing a dramatic booking 
department in Milt Schuster’s office. 


Charles LeRoy, burlesque pro- 
ducer, is returning to the State- 
Congress, Chicago, from the Na- 
tional theatre, Detroit. 


Contrary to original plans, Lub- 
liner & Txinz will not convert the 
Pantheon from pictures to bur- 
lesque, 


Babe Kane, local cafe soubrette, |’ 


has signed for the coast “Good 


News.” 


Billy Weinberg’s Revusicals are 


to be booked into the Des Plaines 
theatre, Des Plaines, Ill, every 
Saturday night. 


Frank Moore, representing “Tex” 
Austin, has opened an office in 
Chicago to handle arrangements for 
Austin’s 1928 rodeo in Soldiers’ 
Field. 


John Winninger’s stock will be 
the first to play the new Fischer 
theatre, Oshkosh, Wis. 


‘Loving Daughters,” by Fritzi 
Blocki, assistant dramatic critic, 
Chicago “American,” will be pro- 
duced by the Ellfott Players at 
Majestic theatre, Waukegan, week 
April 9. 


E. F, Carruthers, fair booker, has 
returned from Birmingham, where 
he booked the Alabama state fair 
attractions. The fair opens Sept. 24. 


Julliette, Chicago costumer, has 
moved into a new _ salon in the 
Delaware building. Invitations were 
issued for the opening of the new 
esteblishment, which is Javishly 
decorated after the Spanish style. 


The Superior Court in Minneapo- 
lis has refused to grant Harry 
Rogers an injunction restraining 
Dorothy Sevier from appearing with 
the McCall-Brydges Players there. 
It was refused on grounds Miss 
Sevier was not a unique or extraord- 
inary actress and could be replaced 
by Rogers. The producer will ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court. Miss 
Sevier was contracted by Rogers 
for five years, and during a layoff 
signed with the Minneapolis stock. 


Michael Mindlin, of the Playhouse 
group of theatres, leaves for Europe 
early in April to import some new 
pictures, 


Jean Clarendon replaced Herman 
Leit in “The Wooden Kimono” at 
the Cort March 28. 


Cecil Maberry, general sales 
manager, Columbia Pictures, in 
Chicago several days, is making a 
tour of the firm’s midwestern ex- 
changes. 

Alex Swidler, Chicago manager 
Bert Levy Circuit, has signed sev- 
eral night clubs for bookings. Levy 
is expected in Chicago shortly to 
work out details of the circuit’s 
coast time. 


“Faust,” presented by the Ameri- 
can Opera Co. here, will be broad- 
cast over WENR. 


John Golden is due here to open 


“Four Walls,” at the 


two shows, 


Adelphi April 9,and “Fly by Night,” 
at the Cort, April 16. 


Clarence Sterling, Chicago's Equity 
representative, is making a tour of 
the southern States. 


“The Great Necker” opens at the 


Harris April 9 instead of “Don't 
Count Your Chickens,” as originally 
planned. 


Vie Travers of the National The- 
atre and Bill Exton of the Strand, 
both of Detroit, came here recently 
to engage artists and look over local 
burlesque houses. 


Billy Diamond is booking an all- 
white cast of players into the Wil- 
lard theatre (colored) one night 
each week. 


The Arthur Gale stock has closed 
it’s season at Elgin, I. 


Danny Snyder is substituting for 
Ted Leary at the Stratford as m. c. 
Leary disappeared from the Strat- 
ford several days ago and has re- 
fused to explain his absence. 

Alice Gerstenberg’s “Upstage” is 
heing shown in Chicago for the first 
time by little theatre group, “Jack 
and Jill” players. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


J. N. Byrd, salesman for M-G-M, 
is recovering from recent injuries 
received by his car overturning. 


Fred Twyman has purchased two 
theatres at Spearman, Tex. 

J. L. McKinney, lately with Pathe 
at Dallas, has been appointed rep- 
resentative in Oklahoma for Tif- 
fany-Stahl. 


E. K. Morse, Dent theatre at 
Temple, Tex., found not guilty by 
a jury of operating on Sunday. 


Sam Hefley, Cameron, Tex., who 
began giving free shows on Sun- 
day, now charges admissions with- 
out molestation. 


W. P. Garyn has been appointed 
representative for National Screen 
Service, Dallas, to succeed Jack 
Underwood, resigned. It is under- 
stood that Dent Theatres, Inc., has 
purchased the Strand and Palace at 
Waco, Tex. C. J. Musselman has 
sold his interests in Grand, Plaza 
and Cozy theatres at Paris, Tex., to 
Dent Theatres, Inc. 


Gus A. Doering, of Southern Pipe 
Organ Co., has purchased control- 
ling interest in Palace theatre at 
Terrell, Tex., from Hunt & Gar- 
land. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By E. H. GOODING 

Lyceum—George White’s “Scan- 
dals” (ast half). 

Eastman—‘The Divine Woman.” 

Rochester — “The Nest,’ Pan 
vaude. 

Regent—“The Sharp Shooter.” 

Piccadilly—“‘The Crowd.” 

Fay’s—‘‘Beware of Married Men.” 

Temple—K-A vaude. 

Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 


Rochester Press Club revives its 
famous “ro&istfests” at the Powers 
Hotel, April 28, with some severe 
lampoonings in store for the great 


and the near-great, in which it is 
rumored George Eastman, Kodak 
King, will receive his share, Mean- 


while, Federal authorities are seek- 
ing to padlock the German-Ameri- 
can Club, night club and headquar- 
ters of the scribes’ organization. 
The place has been raided twice. 

fandolph adopted Sunday movies 
by 352 to 217 


Resolution to ban all fireworks in 
this city was defeated after a hear- 
ing by the Common Counce) last 
week. 

Eugene Goossens remains another 
year as conductor of the Rochester 
Philharmonic. St. Louis attempted 
to get him. 

LeRoy’s $140,000 theatre plans, 
with which the Business Men’s As- 
sociation had an Interest, will not 
materialize, as the business men 
have decided not to underwrite the 
venture. However, plans now are 
going ahead for a $70,000 house to 
be started this spring, according to 

Ralph Blauvelt, manager, Family, 


one of the chain of Nikitas Do Dir 
son of Batavia. 


“Follies of Pleasure” 
closed the Smith Opera Hous 
Geneva. ‘The old legit house re 
opens with a ftilm-vaude policy ur 
der Schine management next fall 


(Mutua 


Harold V. Conkling has bes 
transferred from the second “Xi 
Maryland,” touring New Englan 
to the first company in New ‘Yo: 


Otis L. Smith Shows have be 
booked for the Monroe County Fa 
Aug. 14-18 at Brockport. A litt 
“dry-cleaning” of some featur: 
was demanded before the town oO. 
ficials consented to the return 
the Smith shows, 


Gayety, on the Mutual wheel afte 
the Corinthian was closed and wit) 
it the Columbia circuit, closes fo 
the season this week, 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Metropolitan— Dark. 


Shubert—'The Bird of Paradise 
(Bainbridge stock). 


Hennepin- Orpheum— Vaudeville 
Chicago After Midnight.” 


Ev 
Palace—"Easy Come, Eas 
(McCall-Bridge tab). es 
Seventh Street ——-Vaude—“T 
Swift Shadow.” 
Gayety—"“Bare Facts” (Mutual). 
Minnesota—“The Divine Woma: 
—‘The Blue Plate” (Publix unit). 
State—-“The Jazz Singer” (return 
Garrick—"‘The Blue Danube.” 
Strand—“The Chinese Parrot.” 
Lyric—-“‘Under the Tonto Rim.” 
Grand—“London After Midnight’ 
(second loop date), 


Charles (Speed) Holman, loca 
aviator, broke a record here by loop. 
ing the loop 1,433 times in succes. 
sion in his airplane. Now he’s 
receipt of a vaudeville offer. 


No less than two newspapers her. 


nue renamed Minnesota avenue i) 


atre now located on it. It wag : 
corking F. & R. publicity stunt. 


The Minneapolis 
chestra has been 


Symphony Or 
engaged for tw: 


enth annual tour next winter. It i 
the third American orchestra eve 
invited to play at Havana by th 
Sociedad Pro-Arts Musical, a musi 
club of 3,000 members. ° 


Among events planned by th: 


partment for the summer are 

chorus of 6,000 men’s voices singin: 
‘Volga Boatmen's Song” in unison 
a chorus of 6,000 women’s voice: 
singing “The Spinning Song” fron 
the opera “The Flying Dutchman,’ 
a@ children’s chorus of 10,000 chil 
dren in special selections and a per- 
formance of the opera, “The Bo 
hemian Girl.” 


- 


MEMPHIS 


By WALTER D. BOTTO 


Loew’s State—‘The Showdown”- 
vaude, 

Pantages—‘‘Silk Legs’’—vaude. 

Loew’s Palace—' The Noose” 
vaude, 

Lyceum —‘ The 
(stock). 

Majestic—“The Whip Woman.” 

Princess—“‘The Four Kings.” 

Fred M. Jack is now lacal branc’ 
manager First National. 


White Sister 


phis” record has been arranged fo 
by H. T. Goldstein, manager, Oke) 
records—Captain Frayser Hinton’ 
‘Does It Make Any Difference T: 


ber, ““‘Wonderful Pal Of My Dreams 
are the selections picked and will b 
played by Homer Guenettes’ Wash 
ington Syncopators. 

leaves the Ly 


Fay Witherspoon 
Gene Lewi 


ceum Players to join 
Stock Co. at San Antonio. J. L 
Nabb succeeds. Frank Ahlgren i 


doing publicity for the house. 


The city authorities are checkin 


atus and escapes. 


Work on the new Orpheum theatr 
is progressing favorably. 


Pantages Vaude —“ Topsy 


were stirred to editorial commen: 
by the efforts to have La Salle ave- 


honor of the new Minnesota the- 


concerts in Havana during its sev- 


park board’s community sing de- 


The making of the first “All Mem- 


You” and Madame Bas Ami’s num- 


up all theatres here on fire appar- 


We pay your transportation by 


1244 N. DEARBORN, CHICAGO. SUPERIOR 4980 
Swimming Pool—Gymnasium—Rehearsal Hall 


Rates Weekly 


§ Sing!e—$9.00 to $15.00 
) Double—$10.50 tc $21.00 
taxi from any station in the city 
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(2d week). 


Detroit 


By JOE BIGELOW 
Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 


Garrick (Shubert)—‘‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” 

New Detroit (Whitney) — Dark 
till Thursday; “She Stoops to Con- 
quer” (three days). 

Bonstelle Playhouse—‘‘Saint Joan” 
(Stock). 

Majestic—“Out of the 
(Woodward Players). 

Adams (Kunsky)—‘The Crowd” 


Night” 


(Kunsky)—“Cohens and 
Kellys in Paris,” stage band. 
Fox Washington (Fox)—Sun- 
rise,” Movietone (9th week). 
Madison (Kunsky) — “Student 


Capitol 


Prince" (2d week), 
Michigan (Kunsky - Publix) — 
“Chicago After Midnight,” “In 


Pagodaland” (Publix unit). 

United Artists (U. A.)—‘Sorrell 
and Son” (U. A.) (2d week). 

Oriental (Miles) —“Nameless 
Men,” Pan vaude. 

State (Kunsky)—“13 Washington 


Square,” Loew vaude. 
Temple (K-A-O)—“Husbands for 
Rent,” K-A vaude. 


Cadillac—“Girls®From the Fol- 
lies” (Mutual). 

Stock burlesque 
Avenue, Froadway Strand, 
National and’ Palace theatres. 


downtown at 
Loop, 


Fire caused $4,000 damage to the 
Universal theatre, straight films, 
831 Michigan avenue. Hyram Lap- 
ham, owner. Property insured. 


Whether the Addison Hotel's 
Florentine Room, one of Detroit's 
three nite clubs, remains open this 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 


SAVOY THEATRE 


Asbury Park, N. J. 


STRAND THEATRE 


Perth Amboy, N. J. 
Treat or Palace Theatre, Trenton, N. J. 
are now available for stock or rental basis 
only. Immediate possession 
CHARLES BRYAN 
1531 Broadway, New York City 
Phone Chickering 5800 


summer depends on the success of 
the cafe’s “Hairdressers’ Show,” a 
new gag that will bring the vari- 
ous beaut specialists into competi- 
tion. 

All legit stands but the Garrick 
are dark this week. New Detroit 
reopens Thursday, however, for 
three days of “She Stoops to Con- 


quer.’ Cass originally planned on 
a second week of “Don’t Count Your 
Chickens," but the show tlhopped 
and closed Saturday. The only legit 
show in town is “Abie'’s Irish 


Rose,” on its fifth trip to Detroit 
and its second within a month, 


Fred Stritt will be m. c. and 
conductor at the State under the 
new policy. 


Plans to cart the Broadway 
Strand stock burlesque to the Kra- 
mer theatre, neighborhood vaude- 
films, for midnight shows Satur- 
days are off, with an explanation 
the season is too late. It may be 
tried next fall. 


Five large “wet spots’ in town 
have closed down, four of them 
voluntarily. Cliff Bell's D. A. C. 
Annex is under the lid by govern- 
ment order, while the Grand Club, 
Scollay’s, Ideal Advertising Club 
and the Ash-Trumbull have taken 
the hint and committed alcoholic 
hari-kari, 


William Bailey, president; Louis 
Motto, vice-president, and T. A. 
Davenport, secretary-treasurer, were 
re-elected at the annual election of 
the Detrait Federation of Musicians. 
Bailey has served 12 terms as presi- 
dent, 


“Gay Paree” due at the Shubert 
Detroit April 8. Other bookings are 
George C. Tyler’s “She Stoops to 
Conquer,” for three days at the New 
Detroit, beginning April 5; “Oh, 
Kay,” Cass, April 8; “Desert Song,” 
Cass, April 22; “The Letter,” Lafa- 
yette, April 9; Thurston, Lafayette, 
April 16, 


“Wings” (film) at the New Detroit 
April 8 for an indefinite stay at $1.50 
top. 


Michigan State Dancing Teachers’ 
Association will @ntertain the na- 
tional convention here next month. 


Six troopers, led by Sergt. Bryan 
Babcock, staged a Sunday raid on 
the noted Blossom Heath inn and 
arrested Edward Fritz, alleged pro- 
prietor, after seizing an expensive 
layout of gambling equipment, 


Mike Shea is now booking the 


Variety Amusement Co.’s_ three 


Suite 306-306A-307-308, 


Special 
Children. 
Lessons. 


FRANK MONTGOMERY 


GRAND OPENING THIS WEEK 


of the New and Elaborate 


FRANK MONTGOMERY STUDIOS: 


STAGE DANCING 
and PRODUCTIONS 


223-225 West 46th Street, New York 


Phone LACKAWANNA 6674 
All Kinds of Stage Dancing Taught by the Originator 


The Man Who Brought the Charleston Dance to Broadway Has 
Just Created Two New Eccentric Dances 


THE BROADWAY WALK 
and THE MONTGOMERY DRAG 


These Dance Hits Routined and Staged by 


FRANK MONTGOMERY 


The FRANK MONTGOMERY 
STUDIOS of STAGE DANCING 


Have Expert Instructors. 
Supervision of Frank Montgomery 


A Simple System for Teaching Beginners, Soft 

Eccentric and Acrobatic Dancing. 

of Instructions in Frank Montgomery Studios of Dancing Will Be 
Placed with Revues and Productions 


Attention Given to Private Lessons and Classes for 
Private Rooms for Classes. 
Private Dressing Rooms. 


HYMIE GOLDSTEIN, General Manager 


Next Door to N. V. A. 


All Teaching Under the 


Shoe, Tap, 
Pupils Who Complete Course 


Private Rooms for Private 
Shower Baths. 


STUDIOS OF DANCING 


vaude theatres in Cleveland, having 
replaced Eli “Rags” Fuller in that 
capacity a week ago. Fuller is a 
former actor turned agent, 


Tivoli theatre, Hamilton, Ont., 
discontinues double features and 
increases vaude from three to six 
acts, beginning April 9. Sun office 
(Sol Berns) booking. 


The La Sallonians (local) return 
to the La Salle Garden stage this 
week, replacing the Kentucky Colo- 
nels. Bobby Jones, m, c., goes out 
with the latter band. 


With the permanent runway 
group established, the Cadillac, 
Izzy Seidenberg’s Mutual house, is 
going in for “special added attrac- 
tions.” Ann Corio and Peggy Gilli- 
gan now hold the spotlight, 


Lew Kane, presentation producer 
at the Grand Riviera, will leave in 
two weeks. Kane has been at the 
house for almost a year, It was his 
first attempt at producing, having 
previously been road man for the 
Loew western office (Johnny Jones). 

Ray Midgely, now downtown 
staging stock burlesque shows at 
the Palace, will double in Kane's 
place for the time being. 


Henry Komrofsky (Henry the 
Hatter) has been appointed by 
Governor Green to fill the third of- 
fice on the State athletic board, va- 
cated three months ago by ‘Tom 
Bigger. 


While stagehands, ete., have been 
officially notified that the Regent 
will return to vaudeville in two 
weeks, William F. Klatt, owner and 
operator, states he has no definite 
intentions of dropping the present 
straight picture policy. 

The Regent's stage has not been 
used since the government closed 
the house, then operated by the 
London Bros., in lieu of collecting 
an old internal revenue’ claim 
against Charles H. Miles. Klatt 
owned the property, but Miles was 
lessee when defaulting on the al- 
leged federal debt. 

Through some_ settlement. the 
house was reopened by Klatt as a 
straight film theatre, to which neigh- 
borhood response has lately been 
indifferent. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 

Wieting—All week, “Wings”; 
next week, last half, “Yours Truly.” 

Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 

Temple—Stock in “The Bat.” 

Loew’s State—‘Man, Woman and 
Sin” and stage unit. 

Strand— “The Devil's Skipper” 
and Vita; Saturday, “Speedy.” 

Empire—Dark. 

Eckel — ‘Jazz Singer,” 3d week, 
and Vita; Saturday, “Red Hair.” 

Crescent—Inde vaudfilm., 

Regent—Tuesday, “Great Gatsby,” 
presented by Syracuse University; 
balance of week, pictures, 

Hardvard—“Broadway Drifter.” 

Syracuse — “Last Command” and 
“French Dressing.” 

Palace—“Last Waltz” and “Spot- 
light.” 

Rivoli—“Wreck of Hesperus” and 
“Stage Kisses.” 


The Dodge radio hour, broadcast 
last week, cut into the business of 
local picture houses, which made no 
attempt to receive the program for 
the benefit of their patrons. Where, 
in two instances, the program was 
received, it helped. Legit and vaude- 
ville houses reported normal kbusi- 
lness, the program apparently with- 
out effect. 
| Loew’s State installed a radio out- 
| fit in the lounge, and a house count 
showed 394 patrons remained after 
' the supper show for the Dodge hour, 
according to William Saxton, man- 
aging director. The broadcast did 
not affect the performance proper at 
the theatre. 


Syracuse dramatic writers, re- 
viewing or commenting upon the 
Dodge hour, criticized it as lacking 
in entertainment and pretty much 
;}of a disappointment. Dolores Del 
| Rio's song was accepted as a plug 
| for her new picture, and D. W. Grif- 
| fith’ s monolog on love as propaganda 
jfor his “Drums of Love.” Noyma 
Talmadge’s style chat was called a 
{clipped article from a mivvie press 
{ sheet. 


Dewitt Newing, operating the 
Temple Players as an opposition 
troupe to Frank Wilcox’s company, 
soon to open, is having his troubles, 
especially player troubles. The an- 
nounced guest star policy, counted 
upon to make the venture success- 
ful, has apparently gone into the 
discard. Only one guest star, Mary 
Newcombe, has appeared to date, 
and she left at the end of her first 
week, although her engagement was 
presumably an extended one. Jim 
McHugh, character man, died sud- 
denly, while Leonore Sorsby, second 
woman; Franklyn Fox, second man, 
and Walton Butterfield, comedian, 
have quietly dropped out on their 
own. Still others who have gone in 
the four weeks the company has 
| played are Czara_ Romanyi, Irene 
Blair and Michael Markham. 

Butterfield closed Satuday, leaving 
| for New York to begin rehearsals in 
“The Golden Age” this week. -Her- 
| bert Delmore will replace Fox as 
second man. 

Winifred Anglin (Mrs. Newing) 
will play the feminine lead in “Jim- 
| mie’s Women" next week. She has 
| not played since “The Barker,” the 


company's first effort. Miriam 


Stuart, ingenue lead, and Leslie Vir- 
den, character woman, joined last 
week, opening in “Charm.” Miss 
Stuart replace Irene Blair. 


For the first time in the city’s his- 
tory a picture is playing a run of 
three weeks here—"Jazz Singer,” the 
Al Jolson Vitaphone production, at 
the Eckel. Expert exploitation by 
Al kaufman, Schine district man- 
ager. has been a factor in the pic- 
ture’s success, 


Alma Jean Williams, who, as 
Sonia Karlov, tricked Cecil B. De- 
Mille into signing her as a Danish 
“find’’ and who later was released 
at her own request, has signed a 
five year contract with M-G-M, ac- 
cording to word received by rela- 
tives here. Miss Williams was 
“The Herald's” “Miss Syracuse” at 
Atlantic City a few years ago. 
While under contract to DeMille for 
several months, she was not cast in 
any picture, and that led her to 
ask for her release. 


Keith's bill for Easter Week will 
have a decided Syracuse color. 
Scheduled to return are Marie 
Goodwin (Mrs. Pauline Hund- 
shamer) and Marion Mills, singing 
team, and Wally Crisham, the lat- 
ter dancing juvenile with Mad- 
dock’s “Bag o’ Tricks.” All are 
Syracuse products. Mrs. Hund- 
shamer until last fall was a local 
church choir soprano, and a«fa- 
vorite in K. of C. local operettas. 


Spring Byington, second woman 
with the Temple stock last season, 
and now with George Arliss’ “The 
Merchant of Venice,” will be the 
Easter Sunday guest of May Lynn 
Lynch of this city. 


Janet Regal, announced as lead- 
ing woman of the Frank Wilcox 
Company, which will open at the 
Shuberts’ Wieting on April 21, 
stands identified as the 1923 ‘Miss 
San Francisco” at the Atlantic City 
Beauty Pageant. She is a daughter 
of Edna Mason, leading lady for 
Maurice Costello in pictures. Miss 
Regal, after appearing in the At- 
lantic City contest, made her stage 
bow in Ziegfeld’s “Follies.” 


“Maurice” made his bow as fea- 
tured organist at Loew’s State Sat- 
urday, jumping here from the Pub- 
lix house in Indianapolis. His pre- 
decessor, Paul H. Forster, is re- 
ported planning to launch a school 
for theatrical organists in this city. 


,;Count Berni Vici’s Orchestra, 
headlining at Keith's for the first 
half, will be held over for the last 
half. This is the second successive 
time that the band has been re- 
tained for a full week at the Keith 
house, 


Palace burlesque stock at the 
Savoy dropped the grind policy for 
two shows daily this week. The 
company on Sunday presented al- 
most a full new line-up, Fresh 
faces are: Jack LaMont, principal 
comedian; Con Daly, second comic; 
Billy Gilbert, Jr., juvenile; Madge 
Vincent, prima donna, and Pearl 
Wilson,- ingenue. The holdovers 
are Tom Phillips, straight man and 
producer; Curley Mason, soubret, 
and Ama Evans, shimmy dancer. 
The latter drew exactly 18 encores 
Sunday. 


Harry Gilbert, former owner and 
operator of the Regent, now a Kal- 
let house, will return to theatricals 
with the erection of a 1,.200-seat 
neighborhood house at S. Salina 
and Pleasant avenue. Michael De 
Angelis is the architect, 


The $1,000 cash prize in a con- 
test conducted by the National As- 
sociation of Organists for an or- 
gan and orchestra composition has 
been awarded to Dr. William Ber- 
wald of the College of Fine Arts at 
Syracuse University, it was learned 
here Monday. It will be played at 
the Capitol, New York, Music Week, 
May 7-12. 


Keith's, here, pulled a fast one, 
releasing for Sundav a story that 
Will Rogers, Dorothy Stone and 
Marilyn Miller had all been invited 
to Syracuse for N. V. A. Week. 

Yeah, you guessed right—they 
sent regrets. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 
Jefferson—“Abie’s Irish Rose,” 
Empire—‘Ben Hur,” “Keeper of 
the Bees,” “Big Parade” (Revival 
Week). 

Strand—"Tillie’s Punctured Ro~ 
mance.” 

Keith’s—Marty Dupree’s “Musi- 
cal Follies.” 

Portland—"“We're All Gamblers.” 


Keith’s thia week is offering a 
change of program, presenting 
Marty Dupree and her “Musical 
Follies,” with Benny Drohan and 
company of 20. Last week Linton’s 
Minstrels, made up for most part of 
local talent, did not draw as antici~ 
pated. 


“Bill” Reeves, manager of Strand, 
has signed up Anatole Friedland 
and his Club Anatole Revue for all 
next week. Van and Schenck played 
last week to packed houses. 


The Jefferson Players are taking 
a week's rest while “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” plays a local engagement. 


Arthur F. Kendall, director of 
Strand Symphony Orchestra for the 
past eight years, has resigned. 


Fox Movietone its feing installed 
at the Strand. The first of the 
tating pictures will be shown April 


Abbie Mitchell, the colored so- 
prano who last appeared in theo 
Cotton Club revue, is scheduled to 
give a song recital in the Engineer- 
ing Auditorium, New York, Aprtl 
15. 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 
STAGE 
DANCING 


Stretching and 
Limbering Exercises 


Now at 
132-136 W. 43d St. 
New York 


LILLIAN FOWLER 
LOTTIE MAYER 


It Would Be to Your Sivemeee te 
Immediately Get in Touch With 


GEORGE STUSSING 


1841 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 
Phone Columbus 7620 


A Showman Available 


Experienced in the booking, production and 
staging of Presefttations and Prologues for 
Picture Houses, alo Plays and Musical Re- 
views. Familiar with Theatre and Motion 
Picture Advertising, Publicity and Explotta- 
tion. A valuable Man for an active organt- 
zation, either as Production Manager or Gen- 
eral Theatrical Executive, 


BOX 72, VARIETY, NEW YORK 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


SCENERY 
and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbas, O. 


225 West 39 5t NEWYORK, 


| 
| WE DO REPAIRING. 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND’ 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st rth New York City 


| SOLE AGENTS FOR H&M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
| Phones: Longacre 6197-9064 


WRITE FOR CATALOG, 


~ 


New York: Broadway at 46th Street 


ERNATFIONALE 
C4, 


The world’s largest manufacturer of theatrical foote 
wear. We fit entire companies, also individual orders. 


Chicago: 137 So. State Street 
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Reserved for Professiona 


Two Entire Floors in the 
Forty-six Story Tower of the 


MORRISON HOTE 


Ke) 


CHICAGO 
The Most Central Location in Town 
Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World piven 33: ; win 
LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the 
purest air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for ‘a Bi) i yi 
theatrical guests. Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undis- 
. turbed until a late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in (2 a u 3) 
perfect seclusion, secure against interruption. 
1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 6 nw 


Rates, $2.50 Up 


tf Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, bed-head reading lamp and 
Servidor. The last named is particularly appreciated by professional guests. It 
completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when laundry, 
shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores, and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 
cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 
that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
international celebrity. In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 
and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 


and after-theatre parties. 
ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


The New Morrison, when completed, will be the largest 
and tollest hotei in the world, containing 3,400 rooms 


BUFFALO > 


downtown house have an entire/ter visitors was successful only to| land eame us a surprise to local 


feminine contingent for the organ 


VARIETY BUREAU 


Washington, D. C. 


616 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 

By HARDIE MEAKIN 
Belasco (Shubert)—Dark; 
“The Spider.” 
National 


Rox Rommell, conducting Rialto 
orchestra, is doing a stage number 
this week in conjunction with an 
Ampico recording piano. Rommel! 
is heavily featured at this Universal 
house. 


Alfred Manning, recently training 
the chorus of the Washington 
|! Opera Co., prior to which he did 
(Rapley -Erlanger)— | the staging for the defunct musical 


next, 


“Criss Cross”; next, “Rio Rita.” |stock at the President, is now 
Poli’s (Shubert) — Dark; next,| handling the singing ensemble of 
“Countess Maritza.” the Fox (pects). Alexander Ouman- 
Gayety (U Burlesque)—‘Merry sky trains the ballet. 
Whirl.” 
Pictures Little has “Hunting Big Game in 
Columbia—‘“Enemy” and “With | Africa” as an added feature to a 
Lindbergh” (2d week); next, “The | re vival of Griffith's “Broken Blos- 
Crowd.” | soms.” 
Earle—“French Dressing”; next, | —- 
“Mad Hour.” | Ira LaMotte, recently managing 
Fox—"Giood Time Charley”; next,}the Gayety (burlesque), is now in 
“Dressed to Kill.” California. In the burlesque 


K-A| merger he was succeeded by Harry 
! Jarboe who moved up from the re- 
named Strand, which was closed. 


Keith’s — “Freckles” and 
vaude; next, “American Beauty.” 

Littlh—‘“‘Broken Blossoms”; next, | 
“Lucrezia Borgia.” 

Metropolitan — “Jazz 


Singer’ | Fox tied up with the “Star” on 


(Vtia, 2d repeat); next, “Speedy.” !a Golden Rule drive for safety in 
Palace—‘“Baby Mine”; next, “Til-|the streets for children. House 

Ne’s Punctured Romance.” showing a short subject shot on the 
Rialto—"13 Washington Square”; | drive. 


next, “Lovelorn.” 

Milton Davis has been transferred 
from the Earle to succeed Otto F. 
Beck at the organ of the uptown 
Tivoli. Change brought Ida _ V. 
Clarke into the Earle, making this 


ATLANTIC CITY 
By VINCE McKNIGHT 
Apollo—"Fly by Night.” 
Globe—“ Wings” (road show). 


Stanley—‘Sporting Goods.” 
Earle—“Gun Gospel” and vaude. 


the extent of giving the visitors an 
additional show to decide upon, 
Jules Falk, the producer, had a 
guarantee of $1,500 a week from the 
hotelmen, 


Steel Pier started its Easter sea- 
son Palm Sunday with Leonhard 


!Seppala and his Alaskan dog team 


fas 


iis placed at $200,000, partly covered | 


by 


Concert 
Harry 


attraction. Wagner's 
band in April 5 for ten days. 
Volk again press agent. 


Harry C. Gantz, from the Phila- 
delphia office of the Stanley Com- 
pany, is in town for the purpose of 
using his special exploitation and 
publicity ideas for the various local 
Stanley houses. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 
Maryland—‘“Merchant of Venice.” 
Auditorium—‘Captain Applejack.”’ 
Garden—Vaude-piciures. 
Hippodrome—Vaude- pictures, 


Another Baltimore theatre pussed 
out by the fire route last week. J. 
Hon. Nickel’s Folly, originally built 
as the Washington Hall, but known 
during its heyday as the Monu- 
mental. Nickel bought it 10 years 
ago and operated it for six years 
as the Mutual burlesque house, 
later moving that franchise to the 
sayety. In recent months theatre’s 
bookings were Yiddish dramatics 
boxing and wrestling shows. Loss 
will not he 


insurance, Theatre 


Lilt. 


reh 


playgoers, who knew nothing of the 


recent Erlanger-Guild agrecment. 

tecent unnouncement by the 
| State Racing Commission shows 
| that patrons of racing at the four 
}major Maryland tracks paid $53,- 
| 794,707 into pari-mutuel machines 
|Jast vear. The tracks’ commission 
| totaled $3,159,655.65, including 


“breakage.” Grand total was $3,0900,- 
000 less than the amount that went 
through the machines in 1926. The 
State got $894,112.81 for its share 
of the takings. Maryland tracks 
are now preparing for the impend- 
ing spring meets. 


Theatre 
cut from 30 to 40 per cent by 
Thursday night, when 
United Artists Studios were on a 
coast-to-coast New York-Hollywood 
hook-up. 

The straight picture houses 
business off a good 30 per cent. 

Only one house installed a 
speaker, Capitol, Springfield 
borhood house. 


felt 


loud 


Following “Tenderloin,” Jackson- 
Ville will get Dolores Costello's 
“Glorious Betsy,” April 7, for 
weeks, 


Jack Hodges 


the Florida theatre, has been 
given a house to manage, the 600- 
seat Avalon at Avon Park Let 


Newsum succeeds him at the Florida 


| 
| JACKSONVILLE, FLA. | 
| 
| 
| 


neigh- | 


patronage in this city was | 
the | 
Dodge Brothers Victory hour last! #59, is one of the 
stars of the| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


two | 
| becomes 


advertising manager | 


| 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Teck—-Dark. Next, Merchant of 
Venice.” 

Erlanger— ‘King of Kings’ (24 
week). 


Buffalo—‘‘Sorrell and Son.” 


Hipp—-"“Love and Learn.” 

Great Lakes—"“Good-Time Char- 
lie.” 

Loew’s—-“Under the Black 

Lafayette—"The Circus.” 

Gayety—-Parisian Flappers.” 

Court Street (Stock)—"The 
nal Macdulene.” 

Work on razing the Garden the- 
hatre was begun this week. The 
| Garden, which was first a skating 
rink, then used by M. Shea as a 
vaudeville theatre from the time 
of Pan-American up to a few years 

oldest show 
houses in Buffalo. Of late it has 
played buriesyue. A garage will 
occupy the site. 

Tom Grierson of Rochester, cuest 
organist at Shea's Buffalo last 
year, has been engaged b that 


theatre as permanent orga 
William Sullivan, former  treas- 
urer of the Garry McGarry stock, 
has been made assistant treasurer 
of the Shubert Teck. Fred Ziemer 


treasurer, the 9 position 


| formerly held by Leonard Sang, 
now elevated to the management. 

Cecile Weston is at the Frivolity 
-lub, New York. 


| 
Walter League, brought from Den- | 
| Colonial—“I’rench Dressing. Publicity Director McGeehan ver to put new life into the Florida | 
5 | Strand—"'The sporting Age. ,. | Loew-United Artists’ houses has/at St. Petersburg, has been trans- | | 
Capitol—“The Keeper of the! a  newsboys’ theatr rred to the Olympia, New Bedford, | 
Bees.” | party publicity stunt in connection | Mass Hie take his band leade: Y 
| City Square—‘Arizona Wildcat. | with “The Circus” at the Parkway.! Don Charno, alor to orgunize new 1OYVr--- 
er " Aawitin Festival’ at ) It was a hook-up with the Scripps | band poli y for Publix and Gray | 
| Spring Vaudeville | IJoward tab, “The Post.’ Two | cireult. j 
Earle last week did well at the box-| isand boys sat in on the show. 
office. | ciniinsiaiiniaicg Luis de Ibarguen, Spanish operatic | 
XX PROFESSIONAL $75 wee 4 ipa | Charles Kessler and Albert Vogel- | tenor fi om Mexico City, is enjoying | 
TRUNK of Virginia theatre, after being | stein of this city got six months in]a@ vorue in Florida such as his com 
of (closed for nine weeks for altera- the hoosegow for having an ob-j; pit sin the Tipica orchestra are 
es of jure tions, reopens Easter Sunday with movie film in their posses-}|enjoying in and around New York 
has pleased the profession Chaplin in “Phe Circus. They pleaded fruilty. Indict- fter th res ks at the Florida 
more than 69 years. | iment and sentence followed he Jacksonville he has bee n repeate ain! 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are depen: Million Dollar Pier opened for) ccjzure by the police of a film en-| the Olympia, Miami, He is a new | 
the season Monday (April 2), with | titled Strictly Union” just as titype of operatic singer for wae 
direct. from the manufacturer. Milt Shaw and his “Detroiter was about to be unwound before an 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are seid on playing in the ballroom, Dancing | audience of 150 assembled in the | a ae 
at our stures. every evening with usual tango hotel. Audience, which | fare Florida will 
The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks contests Friday nights. Herb Test , ‘10 per, got no refurid 112 Flerida I Will be the aitrac- | 
Under the same management since (05 Jacks ‘ 
| publicity. tise |'—and be assured of the 
Linouneceme four-week this in commen tior 
| he Steel Pier Casino wound uP on 3 > NOAL ‘ ed 
| being sponsored by the local Fiuiel- he highly successful showing mad Rafael Brunnetto, actor, 164 West | by 


last week 
This experime 
tuinment for win 


imen's Association 
“Miss Lulu Bett.’ 
ef additional enter 


with. 


here by “The Doctor’s Dilemma.” 
nnouncement that the Guild would 
to Ford's instead of the Mary- 


street 


has been discharged 


om bank} ipte ve 


| Stein Cosmetie Co., N. Y. | 
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ARTHUR UNGAR in 
Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


Charge 
122] -22 
3711-3712 


Professionals have the free use of Variety’s 
Los Angeies Office tor 
may be addressed care Variety. Loew’s Stats 
Bidg.. Suite 1221-22, Los Angeles. 
held subject to call or forwarded, or adver- 
tisea in Letter List. 


information. Mail 


it will be 


The rain last Sunday night kept 
the Orpheum from a sellout. Show, 
better than average, rated a better 
break. Too many empty rows from 
the center-back. A fock of vaude- 
villians was responsible for the in- 
timate atmosphere, namely, the 
Younger Fovs, Frankie Heath and 
Bill Halligan. Each scored big, 
with Eddie Foy’s children nosing 
out the rest by a wide margin. 
They closed the first half. Eddie, 
Jr., clowned his way through to the 
applause hit of the entire bill, while 
Charley brought back some reflec- 
tions and memories of his father. 
Mary,. Madeline, Irving and Dick 
did not have much to do, but did 
that well. Charley, in _a curtain 
speech, brought on the stage the 
seventh and oldest Foy, Bryan, who 
was in the audience. Bryan joined 
his sisters and oprothers in one 
number. 

Bill Halligan, the same old war- 
horse, was right behind with “Pre- 
War Scotch,” sketch by Robert 
Middlemass, which Halligan did 
with Lester Allen in the first edi- 
tion of Le Maire’s “Affairs.” Mil- 
‘on Francis is now doing Allen's 

irt acceptably. Halligan's ad lib-. 
i‘ng came in handy and helped the 
sit get over to big returns. 

3uster Shaver and five midgets 
came in for a good reception. The 
two girls and three men were pleas- 
ingiy entertaining and hard work- 
ers. The smallest of the troupe was 
like 1 best. One of the others is 
doirs a Lou Holtz with the guitar, 
parcadies and all. 


O:rening intermish came Ward 
and Van (De Micheie Bros.) with 
their standard comedy musical act. 
The boys have been seen around 
here a good bit, but they ‘kicked 
’em here and had to do a couple of 
encores, 

Following, and next ta closing, 
was [frankie Heath. Always the 
pretty colleen, Miss Heath's per- 
sonality more than anything else 
paved the way for her character 
songs. Her best was a vivid de- 
scription of a nignt club gal. An- 
other dramatic thing was okay and 
brought her out for an encore. 

Naro Lockford and Qo. closed the 
bill in full stage with some effec- 
tive scenic flash, notably the under- 
sea number. Lockford was stan- 
dard. He has a couple of new 
_, but retains the golf course 

The Thrillers, 
skaters, opened 
stuff. The 
by Pierre 
baritone, who possibly 
had a cold and which 
noticeably. 


roller 
regulation 
occupied 
another 
may have 
mitigated 


two-men 
with 

“deuce” was 
White, just 


State, has rejoined the West Coast 
organization and is now manager of 
the Mesa (neighborhood), 


The Moon theaire, lic. top grind 
picture house on Main street, has 
installed Vitaphone. 


Stanley and Birne, on the Pan 
time, join Panchon and Marco on 
the West Coast Theatre Circuit in 
June. 


Joseph M. Schenck sold his home 
on the ocean front at Santa Monica 
to George Bancroft, film actor. 
Purchase price around $100,000. 


Atter finishing their Publix tour 
at the Metropolitan here, the Run- 
away Four goes back to New York. 
They will break the jump east at 
the Loew house in Cleveland next 
week and then the Wisconsin, Mil- 
waukee, the week after. 


George Choos, vaudeville producer, 
is in town on a visit. Choos expects 
to stay on the Coast for a month. 


Edward Belasco and Fred J. Butler 
have ge. 1c opening of “The Racket” 
for Ayci! 16. It will directly follow 
the “Scartet Woman,” with Pauline 
krederick. 


After opening at Loew’s State with 
a Fanchon and Marco presentation, 
Earl and Bell played the two mat- 
inee shows and were moved to the 
Egyptian thesame day. The length 
of the show at the State made the 
switch necessary, 


Alice Buchanan, Florence Rob- 
erts and William Eugene, head 
“New Brooms,’ which Henry Duffy 
is producing at the El Capitan, 
April 8. 


The Capitol Theatre, Spring 
street, dark during the past six 
months, reopens April 6 with a 
Yiddish Co. headed by Mollie Cohn, 
here from the East. They will play 
six weeks, opening with “The Dance 
to Death.” 


Gene Bolln, chief usher at the 
Metropolitan, goes to the Figueroa 
as assistant to Milton Arthur, 
manager, 


Victor Jory, for the fourth time, 
plays the leading male role in 
Ramona Pageant April 21 at Hemet, 
near here. 


Cora Mel Patten has heen ap- 
pointed western representative of 


The new Warner Brothers theatre | 


in Hollywood is to open April 26. 
Premiere Vitaphone film for the 
house will be “Glorious Betsy” in- 
stead of ‘‘Tenderloin.” 


Thelma Parr, Mack Sennett bath- 
ing beauty, is recovering from the 
effects of an automobile accident, 
which at first was believed to be 
serious. She is at the Hollywood 
Hospital, Hollywood, Cal. 


Art Acord, picture cowboy, seri- 
ously burned in a gas explosion at 
his home in Hollywood, is reported 
recovering. 


Adolf Tandler's Little Symphony 
orchestra has been engaged by the 
Biltniore Hotel for a series of Satur- 
day morning recitals, starting April 
14. Vandler recently finished a tour 
over the Orpheum circuit. 


George Eckhardt and nine piece 
orchestra replaces Chester Tunis’s 
orchestra at Miller’s Lafayette cafe, 
April 9. 


Leo Laughlin, who recently re- 


signed as house manager at Loew's 


ARTHUR F,. SMITH Presents 


“EXCESS BAGGAGE” 


By John McGowan 
Directed by Ralph W. Bell 
Featuring ROBERT WOOLSEY 
NOW PLAYING 
Figueroa Playhouse, Los Angeles 
Phone Va. 7344 


the Drama League of America, 
which will sponsor a trip abroad 
this summer for students and teach- 
ers of drama and directors of Little 
and Community theatres, The tour 
will include studies of the theatre 


in every principal country in 
Europe. 
Houston Branch and George 


O'Hara have signed with M-G-M to 


write originals. Branch will do 
one for Tim McCoy and O'Hara 
will write a yarn for William 
Hlaines. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland—‘“‘Red Hair.” 

Broadway—“Divine Woman.” 

Oriental—--“The Main Event.” 

Liberty—Will King Revue. 

Rivoli — “Student Prince” (2d 
week). 

Columbia — ‘‘Love 
Mine.” 

Hoilig—Moroni Olsen Players. 

Orpheum—Vaude. 

Pantages—Vaude. 

Music Box—‘‘Three Fools” (Duffy 
Players). 


and World Is 


The Mitsuru Toyama Co. of Japa- 
nese actors, featuring Kohara Ko- 
hara, for several years leading wom- 
an at the Imperial theatre, Tokyo, 
|| will play a return date here before 
sailing to Japan. 


John Britz, many years leader Or- 
| pheum orchestra, is working on his 
plan Jor Portland light opera pro- 
ductions. Britz recently staged “The 
| Mikado” with financial success. 


>>> NOTE 
PAUL 


Foreign Exchange Also 


PHONE 


TAUSIG —SAILINGS 


Steamship Accomodations Arranged on All Lines at Lowest Rates 
laken Care of, 
Oldest Agency in U. S. Specializing on Theatrical Travel 
EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS—Passage Tuken Care of Both Ways 


TIMES SQUARE TRAVEL BUREAU 


PAUL TAUSIG & SON Management 
Seventh Ave. & 40th St.— Times Square Trust Co.— NEW YORK 


NEW ADDRESS 
FOR 


Bought and Sold 


"ENN, 2800 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


English’s — Gilbert and Ames’ 
Opera Co. 
Keith’s—Vaude-pictures, 
Lyric—Vaude-pictures. 
Indiana—“The Patsy.” 
Palace—‘‘Rose- Marie.” 
Apollo—“‘A Night of Mystery.” 
Ohio—"The Opening Night.” 


“Fly by Night,” at English’s April 
9; Earl Carroll “Vanities” week of 
April 23. 


Stuart Walker opens his stock 
season at Keith’s May 7, the com- 
pany alternating between Cincin- 
nati and Indianapolis. George 
Somnes directs the Indianapolis 
productions, with Walker supervis- 
ing in Cincy. 


Murat Shriners present “Madam 
Sherry” at Murat April 10. 


Little theatre closes season with 
“Hay Fever” April 2-3 at the Play- 
house. 


J. Friedman plans new $150,000 
picture house, seating 1,250, at 
Comer avenue and Shelby street, 
south side. 


Charles Barnes, tenor, is featured 
at the Zaring Egyptian, neighbor- 
hood house. Barnes, formerly with 
Bernie’s Roosevelt Hotel band in 
New York, recently joined a trio of 
musicians at the Zaring. Burkie 
Burkette is organist and Walt 
Lalley pianist, 


San Francisco 


By JACK EDWARDS 


Variety’s San Francisco Office 
Loew’s Warfield Bldg. 
(Room 615) Prospect 1363 


Wilt Gunzendorfer and band have 
opened at the Haight. 


“Wings,” jumping from Salt Lake 
to San Francisco, is laying off here 
Holy Week, opening at the Columbia 
April 8 for four to six weeks. Harry 
Greenway is ahead and “Hank” 
Smith back, 


Sidney Toler signed by Henry 
Duffy to play his original role in 
“Tommy,” which Duffy will do at 
the President following ‘“Shannons 
of Broadway.” 


Convinced that it will be only a 
question o; time before radio broad- 
casting will become an important 
part of the San Francisco police de- 
partment, Chief Dan O’Brien has 
detailed Detective Sergeant William 
Bennett to make a thorough study of 
radio. Bennett is being groomed by 
Chief O’Brien to head the proposed 
police radio station when it is in- 
stituted. 


Oscar Price, president Consoli- 
dated Studios, San Mateo, on his 
return from New York will start 
producing, with Richard Talmadge 
as the first producer-unit. 


Funeral services were held here 
for Herbert Herndon, musician, 24, 
who died March 22 in Chicago, 
where he went from here some 
months ago. A wife—stage dancer, 
formerly with Fanchon and Marco 
on the coast—survives, 


Harry Wood Brown has started 
rehearsals for the Players’ Guild 
production of “The Mikado,” open- 
ing at the Community Playhouse 
April 23. 


Financing is under way for the 
proposed sports palace of the Pacific 
Coast Amusement Co., which will 
house the San Francisco club of the 
California professional hockey 
League, and also be used for public 
ice skating and other sports, both 
winter and summer variety. The 
new sports palace will be in the 
Mission district, and ready ‘or open- 
ing Nov. 1. G. D. Bernhardt, identi- 
fied with theatrical and picture pro- 
motion projects, is acting as broker 
for the publie stock offerirg. Di- 
rectors and officers include Geary A. 
Steffen (Willie Ritchle, former licht- 
weight boxing champ) and Glenn S. 
(Pop) Warner, Stanford University 
football coach. 


San Francisco Press Club stages 
its annual show at Warfield at mid- 
j; night April 21. A. M. Bowles (West 
Coast Theatre) is co-operating with 
the newspaper boys, 


' The Varsitonians (11), University 
|of Washington, opened an indefinite 
‘engagement at the Coliseum here. 


Baron Flartsough, former ore:nist, 
|; Alhambra here, in Honolulu for the 
; past five months, due to ill health 
and where he has been playing the 
jorgan at the Hawaii, returned March 
30 fully recovered. 


Fanchon and Marco are sending 
i their San Francisco “Junior Beau- 


ties” to Seattle for a brief engage- 
ment, this being first distant trip for 
the eight local line girls from the 
Warfield. The girls are Flo Kelly, 
Bo-Peep Carlin, Maxine Doyle, Lu- 


cille Page, Helen, Doris, Lorraine 
and Lenore Gilmartin. 
New Oahu theatre, Honolulu, 


seating 1,500, opened March 14, with 
a concert by Eleanor Hazzard Pea- 
cock, soprano. It is an independent 
house with no film connections, and 
so far has booked only concerts. 


Frederic Burr Scholl, former or- 
ganist Grauman’s Egyptian and Chi- 
nese theatres, Los Angeles, sailed 
from here en route to Sydney, where 
he opens at the Capitol. 


J. Frank Shea, western division 
manager FBO, returned from Butte, 
where he opened a branch exchange, 
which will be managed by Fred 
Lind, Salt Lake FBO, assiste® by 
Peter Kamisky. 


Ray Logan, treasurer Curran, will 
be married April 12 to Lauretta 
Barry (non-pro) by Superior Court 
Judge Edmund P. Mogan. 


— 


West Coast Theatres twice week- 
ly broadcasts over KYA, located in 
the Warfield building, and are at- 
tracting a “gallery” other than the 
listeners-in who receive the pro- 
grams in their own homes. KYA 
station has a large reception room, 
with the main broadcasting room 
separated from it by means of large 
plate-glass windows. Visitors in 
the reception room can not only see 
the West Coast artists broadcast, 
but by means of luud speaker can 
here as well. This gives them an 
added advantage over the stay-at- 
homes in that they can see the 
broadcasters in the flesh as well as 
hear them. 

Occasionally an act rushes from 
backstage at the Granada or War- 
field to appear before the mike, and 
not figuring on the “gallery,” has 
been more or less embarrassed 
through having failed to _ fully 
dress. Frank Whitbeck, in charge 
of the West Coast broadcasts here, 
is rapidly developing a following 
among the fans. 


Diero, accordionist, is here prior 
to starting for Australia on the first 
leg of a world tour. 


Charles Tait, head of Allen’s 
music houses in Australia, and 
brother of I, and N. Tait, heads of 
J. C. Williamson, Ltd., arrived here 
on a business trip. 

Theatre Arts Club, Inc., will pre- 
sent “Hedda Gabler” during April. 


W. R. Sheehan, James R. Grainger, 
Raoul Walsh and Malcolm Stuart 
Boylan spent two days here looking 
over the West Coast Theatres, re- 
cently taken over by William Fox. 


Juliette Dunn, local radio so- 
prano, made her initial stage ap- 
pearance with Horace Heidt’s band 
at the Grand Lake, Oakland. 


Dorothy Nugent, 13, won first prize 
in the senior division of the San 
Francisco Playground Commission's 
dramatic contest. 


Barney Poetz, former operator of 
Balconades ball room, who sold out 
two years ago to G. R. Puckett, is 
negotiating to again take possession. 


San Francisco Symphony orches- 
tra gave its final concert of the sea- 
son March 25 at the Curran. 


Jack Dempsey, here for a boxing 
benefit, reiterated his recent decision 
that he would not again enter the 
prize ring. 


Following brief engagement of 
“Road to Ruin” at the Imperial, 
sponsored by Jack 3rehany, the 
Markowitz boys, lessees, will adopt 
a new policy of first-run Universals 
at 50c top. 


Max Haas, many years manager, 
Victory, San Jose, and later asso- 
ciated with Henry Duffy, and more 
recently Fox Films, has been taken 
to a hospital ill of cancer. 


William Randoiph Hearst’s at- 
tempt to operate the Times, morning 
newspaper in Oakland, failed after a 
year’s Publication suspended 
March 24. 


Rose Valyda, after three years 


with Fanchon and Marco on the 
coast, is en route East, to open at 
the new Loew's, Indianapolis, 


April 28. 


SEATTLE 


Metropolitan—“ Broadway.” 

President—‘‘Spite Corner” (Stock), 

Orpheum—“Wall Flowers”-vaude, 

Pantages—‘Sharp Shooters”- 
vaude. 

Seattle—“The Crowd.” 

Fifth Ave.—“The Divine Woman.” 

United Artists—“Burning Day- 
light.” 

Columbia—“Finders Keepers.” 

Blue Mouse—“College Hero”-Vita. 


Pantages made ambitious bid last 
week for business with Francis X. 
Bushman, Jr., in the lights. Lindy’s 
40,000 Miles” on the screen, in ad- 
dition to feature photoplay, “Wolf 
Fangs,” Fox news, songalog and six 
regular acts. Well balanced proe- 
gram but biz nothing to rave over. 

J. Leslie Pitcher tenored “Night 
After Night” in songalog feature, 
Christy and Nelson woke up a few 
latent laughs with cemie acrobatics 
and some drollery. ayme Gehrue, 
in deuce spot, displayed nifty hoof 
imitations and some singing. Tom 
Fullmer and Mae Wayne fitted in 
nicely with classy bit. She has 
dandy smile and plenty of looks and 
plays piano while he sang with a 
voice. Good returns. 

Francis X., Jr., presented a speedy 
slice of melo, which was well acted 
and mystifying for a time, but the 
denouement obvious long before it 
happened. 

Noodles Fagan caught the fancy 
with his old-time audience jests and 
Mary with her fatness and heavy 
dancing added to the fun for everv- 
one. Act liked. Joe Fanton and Co, 
thrilled through moments of tense 
suspense in acrobatic closer. 


John McCormack comes to new 
University pavilion, seating 12,000, 
April 18. 


Alma A. Roscoe (Roscoe Sisters) 
with Roscoe and Louise on Publix 
a year ago, has quit vaude for booke 
ing end, joining Alf J. Keighley here, 

Now definite Rube Wolf comes 
from Warfield, San Francisco, to 
Fifth Avenue, about May 30, follow- 
ing month’s engagement by Eddie 
Peabody. 


G. Richard Eckman has joined the 
Edward J. Fisher staff to manage 
combination show bookings and 
club department. Eckman has been 
a press agent, advance man, house 
manager and road manager. He 
graduated in journalism from both 
the Universities of Washington and 
Oregon, and was once sports writer 
on the Seattle Post Intelligencer. 


J. B. Reisman, formerly manage 
ing houses in Edmonton, Can., for 
Canadian-Famous Players, Ltd., is 
new assistant manager to Jim 
Clemmer, at Fifth Avenue. Arnold 
Flink has gone to Bremerton as as- 
sistant to C. S. Scates. 


Smith Players, stock, have closed 
in Vancouver, B. C. 


Reported Maylon Players of Spo- 
kane (American theatre) will open 
summer stock in Tacoma, 


Toby Players close next week at 
the Third Avenue theatre. - Calvin 
Heilig was trying to operate this 
house, which is owned by Spreckles 
interests of California, 


Joe Danz, who recently threw up 
the lease on Liberty theatre, claims 
the fire chief asked for so many 
changes in wiring, etc., that the cost 
was prohibitive. Looks as though 
the tangle may go to the courts. 


Al Castle, Theodore Sparta and 
Herbert Belmar bicycle three-act. 
Each is one-legged. 


Guerrini & Co 
The Leading ane 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the Uniteo States 
The factory 
that makes any set 
Reeds — made ty 

hand. 
277-279 Coiumbue 
Avenue 
San Francisco. Cal, 
Free Catalogues 


MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 


643 So. Olive Street 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 
for many of the motion picture producers and all Fanchon and 
Marco West Coast presentations. These costumes for rent to respon- 
sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices. 
FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
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g ee HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE ee 


‘HOTEL HUDSON|| LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


ALL NEWLY DECORATED 


$ 8 and Up Single SINGLE Pipa $2.00 UP SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT pial 25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
$12 and Up Double DOUBLE ROOM. BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY “SINGLE KOOM. BATH. $2.00 PER DAY” f 
Hot and Coid Water and DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY DOUBLE KOOM WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK ' 
Telephone in Each Room LEONARD HICKS President DOUBLE KOOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
702 WEST 4th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY — 4 


Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 


NEW HOTEL ° Absolutely 
100 Rooms HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh Fireproof 
HOTEL FULTON 100 Showers PITTSBURGH’S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION Artistic Steel t @ 
and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture } 7 
(In the Heart of New York) Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY ; 
$ 9 and Up Single $3—$4—$5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor : 
Singie Rooms. THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 


' $14 and Up Double 
1 Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 
Water and Telepnone 
Electric Fan in each room 


264-268 WEST 46th STREET ||), 
N 


EW YORK CITY HOLTZ’S 600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 


$2.50 and $3.00 In nt with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. : 


Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 “ 
; 
th YANDIS COURT] tannseer arts. |  BENDOR COURT | 
241 WEST, 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 245 West 5lst Street 343 West 65th Street { 
Ss PHONE LACKAWANNA 1740 M thi Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 : 
Week| One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen oninly 
y Completely Furnished IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
$17 Up $70 Up | 355 West ‘ist Street 312 West 48th Street 
Always 2 , » WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION | Columbus 1860 3830 Longacre 
— 341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
HOTEL FIL 1-2-3-4-room apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
MAN HATTAN ST, MLAND ewe N kitchen, kitchenette. 
| PARES $18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
157 WEST 47m ST. The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
NEW YORK CITY aetna mn enna . under the supervision of the owner. Located in the center of the 
and when you come to Hollywood, why not make your head- theatrical district. All fireproof buildings. 


TO THE PROFESSION | quarters in the heart of the film capital? You’ll meet the ones 
Wei worth while at this superb hostelry and find the rates surpris- Address ali communications to 
oot ingly reasonable—$4 up. Just across the street from Grauman’s | CHARLES TENENBAUM 


in New Yor 
EE Chinese Theatre. — Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West Sist Street, New York 
NYA J. A, HADLEY, Managing Director Apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building. 


a rte me - coat Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


LETTERS ~ — 


When re for Mail te 


One of the Fine:t Hotels in Times Square 


ABIBSE, address Mall Clk. CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 
ST. 
ADV The NEW FLANDERS BROADWAY ar 412° ST... NewYork! 
ONE ISSUE ONL 
47th to 48th St., East of Broadway, New York CIAL P ROFESSIONAL RATES 
Alan Monty Hackett Margie $2.00 Single, Public Bath; Double, $2.50 Up party VAL, up BATH wees up BATH, 
Allen Blanche Hamilton & Barnes Single with Bath, $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up 
1 
McDougall Mrs. F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager A ) 
Reed Flo P Cc leted 
e Anita Reeves Margie —_—— = ee MONTREAL. C d omptete 
Regoletto's A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION anada Just p 
ayton Lewis enny & vin 
Deane Wm | Rideout H A Make Your Home at the HOTEL 
oe Robeson Edna MA R A N C 
eran Fran Royle Selma i t 
Fischer Alex Ruyle bea ‘ n u Dy 
104 W. 49th St., New York City—Ownership Management 
sie _— aioli 7 Large Rooms $ 00 Immaculately Clean $ 50 Double Room | 111 West 46th 
Griffin Geo Ward Mae Running Water e Courteous Treatment ? for 2, Bath East of Broadway 
Guto Mrs G Widen LE Newly Decorated a day Newly Furnished a day and Shower APARTMENT HOTEL > NEW YORK 
andup Special Weekly Rates and up D d Stre t 
CHICAGO GO OFFICE rummon e 
Arillo Chas | McDondal 3 Phone: LONGAC RE "6805 “GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop | 350 ROOMS 
FURNISHED | |] Special weekly rates to the profession 
: erennice Merritt O’Brien Edna | Restaurant in connection Each with Private 
uckley Jack , 
Richard APARTMENTS — Bath and Shower 
Pymm F & P 
COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. CLEAN AND AIRY. = Sod - $4 
: i 325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY THE DUPLEX Pe D 
Nison> Jack Renault Frances ivate Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering to the eomfort and convenience 
Regers Jack the profession. HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED er Vay 
erguson Mae Rogers & King STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIG = = 
First Batney Dunn APARTMENTS Special Weekly 
Frohman Bert Royal Danes 330 West 43rd Street, New York Rat 
Garham Wm 8 Ruth Sis a in Kenton ana are eonsia- ates 
Gifford W C Smeck Roy prise Corp., New York. Harry J. Veitch, Mgr. 
Gilbert Bert Spencer Paul _ ost $2, ‘ =e or particular Will accommodate four Tel. Bryant 5260 
Steinbeck Bruno | Apartment Available, Rent $60. : 
Hamblet Vieve Slo Edward H. Mills, of local motion | MORTIMER, 564 Riverside Drive. 
Hammond Al Swoik James picture operators’ union, died re- | Morninaside 1190 $12.00 UP WEEKLY 
Herman Lewis Sylvester & Vance} cently. 
| 


Hertz, Lillian | 


an Stanley Zenobia Shrine spons« ring two RUANO APARTMENTS : 
olmes ‘red Ww Turner Townsenc enobli e 


I day booking of Sparks’ Circus in |>=-——-—— 
versen Fritzie Ubright Dottie ay 
Uyenos Japs May. — MONTREAL 800 Eighth Ave (49th St Large Room Private Bath 
Jacobs Chas $16.50 Week 
Janette & Alfredo | Wayne Clifford Norman Bros.’ Circus opens a S1x- By C. W. L. CHICKERING 3550 TWO PERSONS 
K Weise Bruno day stay in Armory April 19. Bar- : ; 2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. Ac- | single Room, Hot and Cold $12.00 
hg ecg Stan wen aes ney H. Kern is advance. Show Princess — “Abie’s Irish Rose” | commodate 3-5 Persons. Complete Hotel | water ...............- Week ° 
Wilson Geo owned by Central Circus Corp., De- | ($1.50 top). Hotel America 
lester H & C Wonder Paul troit. Majesty’s—‘‘Ziegfeld Follies.” REDUCED RENTALS 155 West 47th St., New York City 
~ Tet > 
elhapiape Wynn Ray. booked for six fairs Orpheum—“‘Experience” (Stock). Phone Bryant 0094 
Marvin & Van and In- Capitol—“The Enemy” (M-G-M). 
McDermott L Zukor Dave throug lo, 4 Palace—"“Man and Woman” (M- | out with the warning that most of | gw 
diana. Mitchell Pavese director. G-M). these are MiDtown Activities 
’s—* x Chicago” | fire traps with the minimum Of fire 
TOLEDO Clicquot Club Eskimos at Madison atieaees ee ee een protection and with exits that are | ES HOTEL ELK 
By RALPH HEINEN Gardens for one night, April 10. Imperial—“Surr: nder” (U). narrow and twisting. Many are & = 205 WEST 53D 8T. 
Coliseum—Dark. Chrand Strand—"A Pioneer's Scout” | located on the fourth They Cor, 7th Ave., Y¥. 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual). Jack Sweetman, drummer, pace (Par.), “Fashion Madness” (Col.), will be going | full blast when the AN Single, $10-$14 weekly 
Keith’s—Vaude-films. theatre, Marion, and ‘| “Peaks of Destiny” (Par.), and | theatres are clo ed to children. ants Double. 
Valentine — “Bringing Up were married last wee wcmilin’ Through” (F. N.). el. C 
ather’-"40 Thousand Miles With arion. “ ” (Mutual) Modernly furnished. Transienta, os 
Lindbergh.” Gayety—‘Laffin Thru” (Mu Rotsky, manager, Palace, 
Palace—‘‘Moon of Israel.” Joseph Sainton producing comic Mas ; is also, among a nuinber of other — ——— 
Pantheon—"The Chaser.” opera i Mascotte” (Audran) at “Music Week,” with concerts and offices, president of the 2eform — 
Princess—“Partners in Crime.” Coliseum April 11. Booked at Tiffin] recitals all over the city, many Of | G11), ere. It will be his duty next TACOMA 
Rivoli—Vaude-films. following night. them free, did nothing to help the Saturday to introduce as speaker 
Vita- Temple — “Passion Play” — theatres on the last but one lap Of | ana weicome to the club Premiec1 KMO, es radcasting outs f Tacoma, 
stage prolog with Adolph and Georg | Wright stock, opening Palace Sun- | their tough journey through Lent. | qocehereau, who has just hit the | has been talk of nor th: ve st, due to 
Fassnacht, vitaphone-movietone. day night, comprises Frances Dale,!} There is a justifiable kick here by movies the heaviest blow in their |its “Tun: abe Tuesday Pantages 
Donald Foster, leads; Joseph Gran-!theatre men. If a show must be history. | Tacoma, offerings. Earl Cook acts 
Bert Stock and orchestra con-|by, Edward Power, Houston tich- free to get by, it ought to be cut ‘ ae as announcer. 
sates four weeks’ stay at Madison |ards, Evelyn Humes, Frances Neil- | out, they think, and the proof of | Serticuees 
Gardens and now doing K-A time. |son, Roberta Curry, Lewis Markey, !the demand for high-class music | E. Bouchard, member of the Jebis- | Dorothy Merrithew, Tacoma girl, 
Chicago Nightingales now at Madi- | Lester Lonergan; Fred W. Jordan, | here is missing in the fact that the [jative assembly of Quebec, and! gic May z for Australia for ex 
s0n Gardens. manager; Edward A. McHugh, di- | yontreal Symphony Orchestra gave | president of the Moving Picture: tended engagement with “Good 
rector. four Sunday evening concerts this | association of the province, is a 1- | News.” 
Harmonica contests and earnival = mnameat ; f season and lost big money. thority for the statement, made in | saaiansainiai 
Nights are increasing patronage at Edward Hammond, It was the fire disaster at the | the recent debate in the Quebee! is the mew manager 
Empire (Mutual). Edward H. Cady, hi Baurier-Palace theatre 15 months | House, that 100,000 people VISIE Colonial, local t Coast 
merce Guardian bank 1 ago that caused all the trouble with | Quebec province theatres €vel split-week or big se i-run house, 
Children under 16 admitted to | play, “The Skylarkers, | children’s laws and Sunday closing. | Sunday. With amusement tax re- | 
‘Passion Play” at Vita-Yemple for Pasadena. Cady author of | However, parish rooms are ex- | ipts to support th ‘ it i 
two-bits and a coupon from Toledo haeemangene iit by | empted from the action of one and j thought it unnec ry to belaber Miss Morley, manager, Rialto, has 
“Blade.” Otherwise 75c. top. New cinem house will be built by | € low. the president of | Premicr T ne to Boise, Jdw, ty accept a Bove 
115th Street Development Co. in the other. Now, presiden r 
int lithe Public Safety Commission is |and half-puge in 


Kenton Amusement Co. will] build Point place. 
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: Wednesday, April 4, 1928 


VARIETY 


Hallett Praised! 


MAKIN 


“VARIETY,” March 21, 1928: 


HALLETT TAKES RECORD 
OF FAY’S, PROV., $9,500 


Bandman Strong Enough to Draw 
Away from Dance 
Palaces 


Providence, March 20. 

Mal Hallett and a stage band wowed ‘em 
at Fay’s and helped this side street house 
to record-breaking gross. Only draw al! 
week worthy of notice, the opera house not 
gaining too much of the spotlight with “The 
Red Robe,” still experimenting, with reports 
the Shubert show might close. 
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and His 


COLUMBIA RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
THEIR DEBUT PICTURE HOUSES 


Command Extraordinary Comment 


SCRANTON “REPUBLICAN”: 
AT THE CAPITOL 


Heading his Columbia Recording Orches- 
tra in person, Mal Hallett yesterday made a 
tremendous hit at the Capitol Theatre, de- 
lighting big crowds afternoon and night. Mr. 
Hallett is ranked among the most famed 
leaders of orchestras of his day. He has 
been termed “The American King of Jazz.” 
There are thirteen musicians in his aggre- 
gation and they include some dancers also. 
Yesterday's audiences wildly enthused over 
the Mal Hallett offering and he showed by 
his demeanor that he was pleased with what 
the audience handed out to him in the way 
of a veritable ovation. The repertoire that 
was given under his direction was certainly 
& great delight and there were many musi- 
cians in attendance to enjoy it. 


BUFFALO “EVENING TIMES”: 


GREAT LAKES 


It is impossible to gather enough words 
together to describe the effect produced by 
Mal Hallett and his Columbia Recording 
Orchestra. Suffice it to say that his out- 
fit is second to none that has appeared here 
in the past—and Buffalo has seen some good 
ones. 

Haliett’s orchestra is endowed with a 
something that makes it stand out from 
other orchestras. Perhaps it is a musical 
“it.” They play old-time numbers that pro- 
duce that woozy feeling in the spine, and 
when they blast out into the popular num- 
bers—they’re there. This is the kind of an 
orchestra that should be engaged for a run. 


PROVIDENCE “EVENING BULLETIN”: 


FAY’S THEATRE 


The rafters of Fay’s Theatre resounded 
with the applause accorded Mal Hallett, 
“wizard of jazz,” and hig talented musicians 
at the conclusion of their spirited program 
last night. In the parlance of the jazz world, 
Hallett and his orchestra are “red hot,” and 
certainly his repertoire of classical and pop- 
ular numbers, comedy specialties and bizarre 
dances is varied enough to please the most 
exacting. These melody makers head an ex- 
cellent variety program, while the picture 
bill is featured by “Brass Knuckles,” with 
the likeable Monte Blue and Betty Bronson 
in the star roles. 

Well known to every theatregoer, dance 
fan and radio enthusiast, Mal Hallett re- 
ceived a warm welcome when he stepped 
before the footlights at yesterday’s opening 
show. An excellent musician himself, Hal- 
lett has surrounded himself with a group of 
young men who not only evince complete 
mastery over their particular instruments, 
but who can sing, dance and clown with 
equal success. One of the features of this 
remarkable act brings to memory the mel- 
odies which were popular in war times, with 
& sensational exhibition of baton swinging 
for the finale. The musicians were forced to 
respond to repeated calls for encores. 


PHILADELPHIA “PUBLIC LEDGER”: 
Program at Fox 


Mal Hallett and his Symphonic Serenaders 
provide the type of jazz which has made 
them famous, not only on Broadway, but 
throughout the country. They also provide 
the Lackground for the entire production. 


WILKES-BARRE “EVENING NEWS”: 
At the Capitol 


One of America’s greatest jazz artists, 
Mal Hallett and his splendid organization of 
thirteen versatile musicians, complete a most 
successful engagement at the Capitol to- 
night. Mr. Hallett and his famous Columbia 
Recording artists are presenting a program 
of popular jazz music interspersed with 
semi-classical numbers, and songs and steps 
by various members of the orchestra. 


BOOKED SOLID IN BALLROOMS UNTIL JANUARY 1, 1929 


FOR THEATRE (PICTURE AND VAUDEVILLE) BOOKINGS 


Wire or Write 


CHARLES SHRIBMAN, PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE, SALEM, MASS. 
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